
chicago style notes bibliography examples for
academic writing

chicago style notes bibliography examples for academic writing is a crucial element for any academic
researcher aiming for clarity, credibility, and adherence to scholarly conventions. Mastering the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) for both footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography is essential for properly
attributing sources, avoiding plagiarism, and allowing readers to easily locate the works you consulted. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of creating accurate and effective Chicago style notes
and bibliography entries, covering common source types and best practices. We will explore the
fundamental differences between notes and bibliography, dissect the components of each, and provide clear,
actionable examples to demystify the process.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes vs. Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the
author-date system. This article focuses exclusively on the notes-bibliography system, which is widely
favored in the humanities, literature, history, and the arts. In this system, detailed source information is
provided in two places: in numbered notes (either footnotes at the bottom of the page or endnotes at the
end of the document) and in a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work.

The fundamental difference lies in their purpose and placement. Notes offer immediate, in-text citation,
often providing explanatory material or specific page references. The bibliography, on the other hand,
serves as a consolidated list of all sources cited in the text, presented alphabetically by author's last name.
Both are indispensable for academic integrity and scholarly communication within the Chicago style
framework, ensuring that readers can trace your research journey with precision.



Crafting Chicago Style Notes: Footnotes and Endnotes

The notes-bibliography system utilizes numbered notes, which correspond to superscript numbers placed
in the text immediately after the relevant information or quotation. These notes provide the source of that
information. While both footnotes and endnotes serve the same citation function, footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the reference occurs, whereas endnotes are compiled at the end of the chapter or
the entire document. The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often dictated by the specific
requirements of an academic institution or publisher.

Regardless of whether you choose footnotes or endnotes, the format for each individual note entry shares a
common structure. The initial citation of a source in a note is typically more comprehensive than
subsequent citations of the same source. This reduces redundancy while still providing enough information
for the reader to identify the source and, if necessary, locate it.

Essential Elements of a Chicago Style Note

A well-formed Chicago style note, especially the first citation of a source, typically includes the following
elements:

Author's First Name Last Name

Title of the Work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles within a larger work)

Publication Information (city of publication, publisher, year of publication)

Page Number(s) from which the information is drawn

Subsequent citations of the same source become more abbreviated. They typically include the author's last
name, a shortened title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same author), and the specific
page number. If only one work by an author is cited, subsequent notes may consist of just the author's last
name and the page number, or even just the page number if the context is extremely clear. However, it is
always best to err on the side of clarity.

Chicago Style Note Examples for Common Sources



Here are some common Chicago style note examples, illustrating the format for both initial and subsequent
citations:

Book (First Citation): Patricia Limerick, The Legacy of Conquest: The Unbroken Past of the
American West (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1987), 35.

Book (Subsequent Citation): Limerick, Legacy of Conquest, 102.

Journal Article (First Citation): John Smith, "The Evolution of Urban Planning," Journal of Urban
History 45, no. 3 (May 2019): 215.

Journal Article (Subsequent Citation): Smith, "Evolution of Urban Planning," 220.

Chapter in an Edited Book (First Citation): Jane Doe, "The Social Impact of Industrialization," in
Modern American Society, ed. Robert Johnson (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010), 150.

Chapter in an Edited Book (Subsequent Citation): Doe, "Social Impact of Industrialization," 165.

Website (First Citation): National Archives and Records Administration, "Discover Our History,"
accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.archives.gov/research/american-history.

Website (Subsequent Citation): National Archives and Records Administration, "Discover Our
History."

Constructing the Chicago Style Bibliography

The bibliography, presented at the end of your academic work, is an alphabetical compilation of all the
sources you have cited in your notes. It provides a more detailed bibliographic record than individual notes,
allowing readers to fully identify and locate the works you consulted. The bibliography is crucial for
demonstrating the breadth and depth of your research and for enabling others to build upon your work.

While notes offer immediate context and specific page references, the bibliography serves as a
comprehensive reference list. Each entry in the bibliography contains the same core information as the full
note citation, but the order and punctuation differ. The goal is to present a clear, concise, and consistent
record of all consulted materials, arranged for easy retrieval.



Key Components of a Chicago Style Bibliography Entry

The structure of a Chicago style bibliography entry generally follows this pattern, with variations
depending on the source type:

Author's Last Name, First Name

Title of the Work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles within a larger work)

Publication Information (city of publication, publisher, year of publication)

Page Numbers (for articles or chapters, but not typically for entire books)

For online sources: URL and access date

A key distinction in the bibliography is the use of a hanging indent, where the first line of each entry is
flush with the left margin, and subsequent lines are indented. This formatting helps to distinguish
individual entries in a long list.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Common Sources

Here are corresponding Chicago style bibliography examples for the common source types previously
mentioned:

Book: Limerick, Patricia. The Legacy of Conquest: The Unbroken Past of the American West. New
York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1987.

Journal Article: Smith, John. "The Evolution of Urban Planning." Journal of Urban History 45, no. 3
(May 2019): 210-230.

Chapter in an Edited Book: Doe, Jane. "The Social Impact of Industrialization." In Modern American
Society, edited by Robert Johnson, 145-170. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010.

Website: National Archives and Records Administration. "Discover Our History." Accessed October
26, 2023. https://www.archives.gov/research/american-history.



Notice the differences in punctuation and the order of author names (last name first in the bibliography).
For articles and chapters, the entire page range of the contribution is typically provided in the
bibliography, whereas notes cite only the specific pages used.

Special Considerations for Chicago Style Citation

Beyond the basic structures, several special considerations can arise when citing sources in Chicago style.
These include handling multiple authors, works without authors, revised editions, and different types of
media. Adhering to CMOS guidelines for these nuances ensures a professional and accurate presentation of
your research.

For instance, if a work has two authors, both names are typically included in the note and bibliography,
separated by "and." For three or more authors, the first author's name is followed by "et al." in notes, but all
authors are listed in the bibliography if space allows or if the publication guidelines specify. Works without
a clear author are generally listed by title in the bibliography, with the title appearing first in the note as
well, often preceded by an impersonal descriptor like "Introduction" or "Preface." Always consult the latest
edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most up-to-date and detailed guidance on these less common
scenarios.

When to Use Notes vs. Bibliography Entries

The decision of when to use a note versus a bibliography entry is straightforward within the notes-
bibliography system. Any time you directly quote, paraphrase, or reference specific ideas from a source,
you must create a corresponding note. This ensures that the reader can immediately identify the origin of
the information and where to find it in greater detail.

The bibliography, conversely, is a comprehensive list of all sources cited in the notes. It is not a reading list
of everything you consulted, but rather an exhaustive record of everything you referenced in your work.
Therefore, every source that appears in a note must also appear in the bibliography, and conversely, every
entry in the bibliography must correspond to at least one note in the text. This symbiotic relationship is the
hallmark of effective Chicago style citation.

Mastering chicago style notes bibliography examples for academic writing is a skill that develops with
practice and careful attention to detail. By understanding the fundamental principles and applying them
consistently across various source types, you can produce scholarly work that is both credible and accessible.
Remember that precision in citation reflects a commitment to rigorous research and intellectual honesty.



Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago style notes and
bibliography entries?
A: The primary difference is their function and placement. Notes (footnotes or endnotes) provide
immediate, in-text citation for specific pieces of information, while the bibliography is an alphabetical list at
the end of the document that consolidates all cited sources for comprehensive reference.

Q: How do I format a book in Chicago style notes and bibliography?
A: In notes, a book is cited as: Author First Last, Title (City: Publisher, Year), Page. In the bibliography, it's:
Author Last, First. Title. City: Publisher, Year.

Q: What is a hanging indent in a Chicago style bibliography?
A: A hanging indent means the first line of a bibliography entry is aligned with the left margin, and all
subsequent lines of that entry are indented. This formatting helps readers easily distinguish between
individual entries in a long list.

Q: Do I need to include every source I read in my Chicago style
bibliography?
A: No, the Chicago style bibliography should only include sources that you have actually cited in your
notes. It is not a general reading list.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style notes and bibliography?
A: In notes, a website is cited as: Author (if available), "Title of Page," Site Name, Access Date, URL. In the
bibliography: Author (if available). "Title of Page." Site Name. Accessed Access Date. URL.

Q: What is the purpose of the "et al." abbreviation in Chicago style notes?
A: "Et al." is used in Chicago style notes for works with three or more authors. It's a shorthand that replaces
listing all subsequent author names in the note itself, though all authors are typically listed in the
bibliography if possible.

Q: How does the first citation of a source differ from subsequent citations



in Chicago style notes?
A: The first citation of a source in a note is generally more comprehensive, including author, title,
publication details, and page number. Subsequent citations are abbreviated, typically including the author's
last name, a shortened title, and the page number, or even just the author's name and page number if
context allows.

Q: Are there different rules for citing online journals versus print
journals in Chicago style?
A: Yes, while the core information remains similar, online journal entries often require the inclusion of a
DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or a URL and access date to help readers locate the online version of the
article.
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