
chicago style notes and bibliography
examples thesis
Understanding Chicago Style Notes and Bibliography Examples for Your Thesis

chicago style notes and bibliography examples thesis are crucial for academic integrity and
scholarly presentation. For students embarking on a thesis or dissertation, mastering the nuances of
the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is not just a matter of following rules, but of effectively
communicating research and acknowledging the contributions of others. This guide provides a
comprehensive overview of creating accurate and compliant Chicago style notes and bibliography
entries, specifically tailored for thesis writers. We will delve into the fundamental principles of both
the Notes-Bibliography (NB) and Author-Date systems, offering detailed examples for common source
types. Understanding these elements is paramount for producing a polished and defensible academic
work, ensuring that your citations are clear, consistent, and professional.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Theses

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that offers comprehensive rules
for writing, editing, and citing sources. For thesis writers, adherence to CMOS ensures a standardized
and professional presentation of their research. This manual provides guidelines for everything from
manuscript preparation to grammatical conventions and, crucially, citation practices. Understanding
its core principles is the first step toward successfully navigating the citation requirements for your
thesis.

Two primary citation systems are outlined within the Chicago Manual of Style: the Notes-Bibliography
(NB) system and the Author-Date system. The choice between these two often depends on the
specific academic discipline or the preferences of the institution and department. Both systems aim to
provide readers with sufficient information to locate the original sources consulted by the author,
thereby supporting the research and preventing plagiarism.



The Notes-Bibliography (NB) System

The Notes-Bibliography (NB) system, often favored in the humanities (such as literature, history, and
art history), uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text. These notes provide
specific details about the source and the exact page number from which the information was drawn.
Simultaneously, a bibliography is included at the end of the thesis, listing all sources consulted in
alphabetical order.

This system offers a dual approach to citation. The notes themselves serve as immediate, in-text
references, allowing readers to quickly identify the origin of a particular piece of information or
quotation. The bibliography, on the other hand, provides a comprehensive and organized list of all
materials used in the research, serving as a roadmap for further exploration by the reader. The
interplay between these two components is key to the effectiveness of the NB system.

Creating Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago Style

In the NB system, sources are indicated in the text by a superscript Arabic numeral, placed after the
punctuation of the sentence or clause it refers to. These numerals correspond to numbered notes at
the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes). The first citation of a
source in a note is typically full, while subsequent citations for the same source are shortened.

Here's a general format for a first note citation:

Footnote/Endnote: 1 Author's First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year), Page Number(s).

Footnote/Endnote: 2 Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume,
no. Issue (Year): Page Number(s).

Common Source Types for Notes

Accurately citing various types of sources in notes is essential. Each source type has specific
formatting requirements within the note structure.

Books

For a book, the note includes the author's name, the full title in italics, publication details, and the
specific page number(s) cited.

First Note: 3 Jane Doe, The History of Ideas (New York: Academic Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent Notes: 4 Doe, History of Ideas, 67.



Journal Articles

When citing a journal article, you will include the author's name, the article title in quotation marks,
the journal title in italics, volume and issue numbers, publication year, and the specific page(s).

First Note: 5 John Smith, "The Impact of Technology," Journal of Modern Studies 15, no. 3
(2021): 112.

Subsequent Notes: 6 Smith, "Impact of Technology," 115.

Websites and Online Articles

Citing online content requires careful attention to the availability of an author, title, publication date,
and URL. If a specific page number is not available, a paragraph number can be used.

First Note: 7 Maria Garcia, "Understanding Citation Styles," Academic Writing Blog, October 26,
2022, https://www.academicwriting.com/citation-styles.

Subsequent Notes: 8 Garcia, "Understanding Citation Styles."

The Bibliography in Chicago Style

The bibliography, appearing at the end of your thesis, provides a comprehensive, alphabetized list of
all sources cited in your notes. Unlike notes, the bibliography entries are presented in a different
format, with the author's last name appearing first. This allows for easy scanning and alphabetical
ordering.

The primary purpose of the bibliography is to offer a complete overview of the research materials
used. It serves as a resource for readers who wish to delve deeper into the subject matter or verify
the information presented in your thesis. Consistency in formatting is paramount for a professional
and scholarly presentation.

Common Source Types for Bibliography Entries

The formatting for bibliography entries closely mirrors that of notes but with key distinctions, most
notably the inversion of the author's name and the omission of specific page numbers for entire
works.

Books

The book entry in the bibliography begins with the author's last name, followed by their first name.



The publication details are then listed.

Doe, Jane. The History of Ideas. New York: Academic Press, 2020.

Journal Articles

Journal article entries in the bibliography include the author's last name first, the article title in
quotation marks, the journal title in italics, volume, issue, year, and the page range of the article.

Smith, John. "The Impact of Technology." Journal of Modern Studies 15, no. 3 (2021): 110–25.

Websites and Online Articles

For online sources, include the author (if available), the title of the specific page or article, the name
of the website (if distinct from the article title), and the URL, along with the accessed date.

Garcia, Maria. "Understanding Citation Styles." Academic Writing Blog. October 26, 2022.
https://www.academicwriting.com/citation-styles.

The Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, commonly used in the social sciences and natural sciences, employs in-text
citations that consist of the author's last name and the year of publication. A corresponding reference
list, alphabetized by author's last name, is provided at the end of the thesis. This system emphasizes
the date of publication, which is often critical in scientific fields where the currency of research is
important.

This system offers a more concise in-text citation, which can be particularly useful in fields where
frequent citations are necessary. The immediate presence of the author and date helps readers
quickly contextualize the source's recency, a vital factor in many academic disciplines. The reference
list then provides the full bibliographic details.

Creating Citations in the Author-Date System

In-text citations in the Author-Date system typically appear parenthetically within the text,
immediately following the material being cited.

Here is the general format for in-text citations:

Parenthetical Citation: (AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber)



Narrative Citation: AuthorLastName (Year) stated that...

Common Source Types for Author-Date Citations

The Author-Date system requires specific formatting for in-text citations and the corresponding
reference list entries.

Books

The in-text citation includes the author's last name and the publication year. The reference list entry
includes all publication details.

In-Text: (Doe 2020, 45) or Doe (2020, 45) argued that...

Reference List: Doe, Jane. 2020. The History of Ideas. New York: Academic Press.

Journal Articles

Similar to books, the in-text citation includes the author's last name and the publication year. The
reference list entry provides complete bibliographic information.

In-Text: (Smith 2021, 112) or Smith (2021, 112) found that...

Reference List: Smith, John. 2021. "The Impact of Technology." Journal of Modern Studies 15,
no. 3: 110–25.

Websites and Online Articles

When citing online resources, the author's last name and publication year are used in the in-text
citation. The reference list entry includes the URL and access date.

In-Text: (Garcia 2022) or Garcia (2022) explained...

Reference List: Garcia, Maria. 2022. "Understanding Citation Styles." Academic Writing Blog.
October 26. https://www.academicwriting.com/citation-styles.

Key Differences and When to Use Each System

The fundamental difference between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems lies in their



primary citation mechanism within the text and the organization of the final reference list. The NB
system uses numbered notes for detailed citation information and a comprehensive bibliography. The
Author-Date system uses brief parenthetical author-date citations in the text and a reference list.

The choice of system is often dictated by disciplinary conventions. The NB system is prevalent in the
humanities, where textual analysis and historical context are paramount, and detailed notes can
enhance scholarly argument. The Author-Date system is preferred in scientific fields, where the
recency and scientific lineage of research are critical, and frequent citations make brief in-text
references more practical.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Citation in Theses

Regardless of which system you choose, consistency is the cornerstone of effective citation. Double-
check every detail against the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style. Utilize citation
management software, but always review its output for accuracy. Ensure that every source
mentioned in your notes or in-text citations has a corresponding entry in your bibliography or
reference list, and vice-versa.

Thoroughly proofread your citations for any errors in punctuation, capitalization, italics, or quotation
marks. A well-formatted citation list not only demonstrates adherence to academic standards but also
reflects the care and rigor with which you have conducted your research. Consult your thesis advisor
or department guidelines for any specific modifications or preferences within the broader Chicago
style framework.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style for a
thesis?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes-Bibliography system
uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for detailed citations, while the Author-Date system uses brief
parenthetical citations consisting of the author's last name and the year of publication.

Q: In the Notes-Bibliography system, when should I use a full
citation versus a shortened note for a source?
A: A full citation is used for the first time a source is mentioned in your notes. Subsequent citations for
the same source within the same chapter or section are typically shortened, usually including the
author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary), and the page number.



Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style require a bibliography if I
am using the Notes-Bibliography system for my thesis?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) requires both notes (footnotes or endnotes) and a
bibliography when using the Notes-Bibliography system for a thesis. The bibliography provides a
comprehensive, alphabetized list of all sources consulted.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style for my thesis,
especially if it doesn't have a clear author or publication date?
A: For websites without a clear author, you can start with the title of the specific page or article. If
there is no publication date, use the abbreviation "n.d." for "no date." It is crucial to include the URL
and the date you accessed the material.

Q: What is the correct way to format a book title in Chicago
style for both notes and bibliography entries in a thesis?
A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, book titles are always italicized. In notes, the title follows the
author's name. In the bibliography, the title also appears in italics after the author's name.

Q: Can I use a mix of the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date
systems within the same thesis?
A: No, you must choose one system and use it consistently throughout your entire thesis. Mixing
systems will lead to inconsistencies and will likely not be accepted by your institution.

Q: How should I format citations for direct quotes versus
paraphrased information in Chicago style for my thesis?
A: Both direct quotes and paraphrased information require citation. For direct quotes, you must
include the page number where the quote appears. For paraphrased information, while not always
mandatory to include a page number in the NB system, it is highly recommended for clarity and to
help the reader locate the original idea. In the Author-Date system, page numbers are typically
included for both.
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