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Understanding Chicago Style Notes and Bibliography Examples for Journal
Articles

chicago style notes and bibliography examples journal articles are essential
for academic integrity and clear communication in scholarly writing. This
comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of implementing the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) for citing journal sources, distinguishing between the
notes—and-bibliography system and the author-date system, though our focus
remains on the former for journal articles. We will provide detailed examples
and explain the structure of both footnotes/endnotes and the corresponding
bibliography entries. Mastering these elements ensures proper attribution,
avoids plagiarism, and enhances the credibility of your research.
Understanding the correct format for citing scholarly journals is a
cornerstone of academic success.
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What is the Chicago Manual of Style?

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide
published by the University of Chicago Press. It provides comprehensive rules
and recommendations for writing, citing, and formatting scholarly works,
particularly in the humanities and social sciences. CMOS offers two primary
citation systems: the notes-and-bibliography system and the author-date
system. While both are wvalid, the notes—-and-bibliography system, which
utilizes footnotes or endnotes alongside a bibliography, is frequently
preferred for journal articles, especially in fields where detailed source
discussion is paramount. This system allows for extensive source information
to be embedded within the text without disrupting the narrative flow.

The choice between these two systems often depends on the specific
requirements of a journal or publisher. However, understanding the
intricacies of the notes-and-bibliography system is crucial for a significant
portion of academic publishing. This guide will focus on providing clear,
actionable examples and explanations for journalists and researchers working



with journal articles under this system.

Notes—and-Bibliography System: An Overview

The notes—-and-bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered
notes, either footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the page) or endnotes
(appearing at the end of the chapter or document), to cite sources. Each note
corresponds to a number embedded in the text, indicating where a source is
being referenced. These notes provide abbreviated publication details for the
first mention of a source and can be further shortened for subsequent
references. This system is particularly useful for authors who wish to
include tangential information or provide extensive source details without
interrupting the main body of their text.

Following the notes, a bibliography is presented alphabetically by author’s
last name. The bibliography offers a complete list of all sources consulted
and cited within the work, providing full publication information for each
entry. This dual approach of inline annotation through notes and a
consolidated reference list in the bibliography ensures both immediate source
identification and a comprehensive overview of the research foundation.

Formatting Footnotes for Journal Articles

Footnotes are an integral part of the notes-and-bibliography system, serving
as the primary mechanism for citing sources within the text. When you refer
to a journal article, a superscript number is placed immediately after the
relevant passage or sentence. This number then corresponds to an entry at the
bottom of the same page, containing the citation details. The first time a
particular journal article is cited, the footnote will include full
publication information. For subsequent citations of the same source, a
shortened form is used, typically including the author’s last name, a
shortened title of the article, and the page number (s) of the specific
reference.

The primary goal of a footnote is to direct the reader precisely to the
source of the information. This allows for easy verification of facts and
deeper exploration of the cited material by the reader. The structure of the
footnote, particularly the first mention, mirrors the elements required for a
bibliography entry but is presented in a different format.

Key Elements of a Journal Footnote

A comprehensive footnote citation for a journal article typically includes
the following components, presented in a specific order:

e Author's first name and last name

e Title of the article in quotation marks



Title of the Journal in italics

e Volume number

e Issue number

Year of publication in parentheses

e Page number (s) of the specific reference

Pay close attention to punctuation, such as commas and periods, as these are
critical for adherence to Chicago style guidelines. The placement of the
superscript number is also important, generally following punctuation. For
subsequent citations, the author's last name, a shortened article title, and
the specific page number (s) are usually sufficient.

Example of a Journal Article Footnote

Here is an example of a first-time footnote citation for a journal article:

1. Eleanor Vance, "The Shifting Sands of Post-War Diplomacy," International
Relations Quarterly 45, no. 2 (2019): 112.

And here is an example of a subsequent citation for the same article:
2. Vance, "Shifting Sands," 118.

Notice how the second citation is significantly shorter, making it efficient
for repeated use. The key is to provide enough information for the reader to
easily locate the full details in the bibliography without having to re-read
the entire citation each time.

Formatting Endnotes for Journal Articles

Endnotes serve the same purpose as footnotes—to cite sources within the
text—but they are compiled at the end of the document, chapter, or book,
rather than at the bottom of each page. Like footnotes, endnotes are preceded
by a superscript number in the text corresponding to their entry in the
endnote list. The formatting for endnotes is virtually identical to that of
footnotes, including the distinction between the first full citation and
subsequent shortened citations.

The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often dictated by the publisher
or the author’s preference for how the source information is presented. Some
authors find endnotes less intrusive to the reading experience, as they don’t
interrupt the flow of the page. Others prefer footnotes for their immediate
accessibility.



When to Use Endnotes

Endnotes are generally preferred when the author anticipates a large number
of notes, which could make footnotes overwhelm the page layout. They are also
a common choice in book-length manuscripts where notes might be organized by
chapter. If a journal or publisher specifically requests endnotes, then that
format must be followed precisely.

Example of a Journal Article Endnote

The formatting for an endnote is identical to that of a footnote. For a
first-time citation of a journal article:

1. Arthur Chen, "Urban Sprawl and Sustainable Development," Journal of
Environmental Planning 28, no. 4 (2021): 305.

For a subsequent citation of the same article:
2. Chen, "Urban Sprawl," 310.

The principle remains the same: provide full details on first mention and a
concise reference for all subsequent mentions. The compilation of these
endnotes at the conclusion of the work creates a clear and organized record
of all cited sources.

The Bibliography: A Comprehensive List of
Sources

The bibliography is a crucial component of the notes-and-bibliography system,
providing a complete and alphabetized list of every source cited in the text.
Unlike the notes, which offer immediate citation context, the bibliography
serves as a consolidated reference list, allowing readers to easily identify
and locate all the scholarly materials the author has consulted and drawn
upon. This section is not merely a list of references; it is a testament to
the research undertaken and a guide for further inquiry by interested
readers.

Each entry in the bibliography should contain all the necessary publication
information to help a reader find the source, formatted according to Chicago
style guidelines. Accuracy and consistency in the bibliography are paramount,
as it directly reflects the thoroughness of the research and the author's
commitment to academic rigor.

Formatting Bibliography Entries for Journal Articles

A bibliography entry for a journal article in Chicago style, notes-and-
bibliography system, follows a specific structure. It begins with the



author’s last name, followed by their first name. The title of the article is
enclosed in quotation marks, and the Jjournal title is italicized. The volume
and issue numbers are provided, followed by the year of publication in
parentheses. Page numbers for the entire article are typically included,
often preceded by "pp." for multiple pages or "p." for a single page.

It is important to note that unlike footnotes, the author's name is inverted
(Last Name, First Name) in the bibliography. Commas and periods are used to
separate the different elements of the citation, and the entire entry
typically ends with a period.

Example of a Journal Article Bibliography Entry

Here is a standard Chicago style bibliography entry for a journal article:

Davis, Samuel R. "The Economic Impact of Renewable Energy Policy." Energy
Economics Review 15, no. 1 (2022): 55-78.

This entry provides all the essential information: author, article title,
journal title, volume and issue, publication year, and the page range of the
article. This format ensures that any reader can locate the exact journal
article with ease, contributing to the transparency and replicability of
academic research.

Citing Online Journal Articles

Citing online journal articles requires additional elements to account for
their digital format. When citing an article accessed online, it is crucial
to include information that helps the reader locate the specific electronic
version. This typically involves providing a DOI (Digital Object Identifier)
if available, or a URL if a DOI is not present. The DOI is a persistent
identifier that ensures a stable link to the article, even if the website
structure changes.

When a DOI is available, it is the preferred method of citation. If not, a
stable URL from the journal’s website or a reputable database is used. It’s
important to note that the inclusion of access dates is generally not
required unless the content is likely to change over time, though some
disciplines or journals may still request them.

Example of an Online Journal Article Citation (with
DOI)

For a footnote or endnote citation of an online journal article with a DOTI:

3. Anya Sharma, "The Evolution of Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare,"
Journal of Medical Informatics 32, no. 3 (2023): 210-225,
doi:10.1016/3.3mi.2023.01.005.



For a bibliography entry of the same article:

Sharma, Anya. "The Evolution of Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare."
Journal of Medical Informatics 32, no. 3 (2023): 210-225.
doi:10.1016/5.jmi.2023.01.005.

When citing a journal article accessed via a general URL without a DOI, the
entry will look slightly different. Ensure the URL is functional and leads
directly to the article.

Specific Challenges in Journal Citation

Citing journal articles can present several unique challenges. One common
issue is dealing with articles that have multiple authors; Chicago style has
specific guidelines for how to list them, often changing after a certain
number of authors. Another challenge is the citation of articles published in
special issues or as part of a larger collection, which may require
additional descriptive elements. Furthermore, identifying the correct wvolume,
issue, and publication year can sometimes be complicated, especially with
journals that have undergone title changes or have complex numbering systems.

The distinction between page numbers for the entire article and the specific
page (s) referenced is also a point of confusion. In footnotes/endnotes, the
specific page of reference is crucial. In the bibliography, the range of
pages for the entire article is typically provided. Familiarity with these
specific scenarios and careful attention to detail are key to accurate
citation.

Common Errors to Avoid in Chicago Style Journal
Citations

Several common errors can undermine the credibility of Chicago style journal
citations. Inconsistent punctuation, incorrect capitalization of titles, and
improper italicization of journal names are frequent mistakes. A significant
error is confusing the format of footnotes/endnotes with bibliography
entries, particularly regarding author names (first name first vs. last name
first) and the inclusion of publication details like page numbers.

Other frequent errors include:

e Tncorrect placement of superscript citation numbers, especially in
relation to punctuation.

e Omitting essential information such as the journal title, volume, issue,
or year.

e Using outdated or incorrect citation formats for online sources, such as
failing to include DOIs or URLs when necessary.

e Failing to distinguish between the first full citation and subsequent



shortened citations in notes.

e Tnaccurate page numbering, citing a general page instead of the specific
reference or vice versa.

Diligent proofreading and a thorough understanding of Chicago style’s

specific requirements for journal articles are essential to avoid these
pitfalls. Consulting the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style
remains the authoritative guide for resolving any citation ambiguities.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote
and a bibliography entry for a journal article in
Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in their purpose and format. Footnotes (or
endnotes) provide in-text citation and are typically abbreviated after the
first full citation, directing the reader to a specific point in the source.
Bibliography entries are comprehensive, alphabetized, and provide full
publication details for every source cited, allowing readers to locate them
easily. In footnotes, author names appear as First Last, while in the
bibliography, they are inverted as Last, First.

Q: When should I use a DOI versus a URL for an online
journal article?

A: You should always use the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if one 1is
available for the online journal article. The DOI is a permanent link that
ensures the article can be found regardless of website changes. Only use a
URL if a DOI is not provided, and in that case, use a stable URL from the
journal's website or a reputable database.

Q: How do I cite a journal article with three or more
authors in Chicago style?

A: For footnotes/endnotes in Chicago style, if a journal article has three or

more authors, you list the first author’s full name followed by “et al.” in
the first note. In the bibliography, you list all authors up to ten; if there
are more than ten, you list the first seven followed by “et al.” Always

consult the latest edition of the CMOS for the most up-to-date rules
regarding multiple authors.

Q: What is the correct way to abbreviate subsequent
citations of a journal article in Chicago style
footnotes?

A: For subsequent citations of the same Jjournal article in Chicago style
footnotes, you typically use a shortened form that includes the author's last
name, a shortened title of the article (usually the first few significant



words), and the specific page number (s) being referenced. For example: Author
Last Name, "Shortened Article Title," Page Number.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style require access
dates for online journal articles?

A: Generally, Chicago style does not require access dates for online journal
articles unless the content is ephemeral or likely to change significantly
over time. The focus is on providing persistent identifiers like DOIs or
stable URLs that ensure the content remains accessible. However, always check
the specific requirements of your journal or instructor.

Q: How do I format the title of a journal article in
Chicago style citations?

A: In Chicago style, the title of a journal article is always enclosed in
quotation marks. For example: "The Impact of Climate Change on Biodiversity."
The journal title itself is italicized.

Q: What is the purpose of the "no." after the volume
number in a journal citation?

A: The "no." abbreviation stands for "number" and refers to the issue number
of the journal. For example, 45, no. 2 indicates wvolume 45, issue number 2.
This is crucial information for locating the specific publication within a
journal's volume.
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