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The Art of Crafting a Chicago Style Literature Review Conclusion

chicago style literature review conclusion represents the culmination of extensive research and critical
analysis, a vital component that synthesizes existing scholarship and guides future inquiry. This section is not
merely a summary; it's a thoughtful evaluation of the literature, highlighting its strengths, weaknesses, and
the gaps that your own research aims to address. Understanding the nuances of constructing a robust
conclusion within the Chicago Manual of Style framework is paramount for academic rigor and impactful
scholarly communication. This article will delve into the essential elements of a Chicago style literature
review conclusion, from summarizing key findings to identifying research gaps and suggesting future directions.
We will explore how to effectively synthesize diverse sources, evaluate their contributions, and position your
own work within the broader academic conversation, ensuring your conclusion leaves a lasting impression on
readers.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Conclusion

The conclusion of a literature review serves as the capstone of your scholarly investigation into existing
research. It is the point where you transition from presenting what others have said to articulating the
significance of that collective body of work and how your own research fits into or builds upon it. A well-
crafted conclusion should leave the reader with a clear understanding of the current state of knowledge on
your topic, the established trends and debates, and the unanswered questions that warrant further
exploration.

This final section is not a place to introduce new information or arguments that were not previously
discussed. Instead, it is an opportunity to reinforce the main themes and findings that emerged from your review.
It’s about demonstrating your mastery of the subject matter and your ability to critically assess the existing
literature, setting the stage for your own research contributions.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Literature Review Conclusion

A compelling Chicago style literature review conclusion is built upon several interconnected elements. These
components work in concert to provide a comprehensive and impactful final statement. Each part plays a
crucial role in demonstrating your analytical prowess and the relevance of your research.

Synthesizing the Literature

Synthesis is at the heart of a strong literature review conclusion. It involves more than just recounting the
findings of individual studies; it requires weaving together disparate sources into a cohesive narrative that



reveals overarching themes, commonalities, and divergences. You should highlight the major arguments and
findings that have emerged from the literature, demonstrating how these pieces of research collectively
contribute to our understanding of the topic. This might involve grouping studies by theoretical approach,
methodology, or key findings to illustrate patterns and trends.

When synthesizing, consider the following:

Identify the dominant theoretical frameworks shaping the research.

Group studies that offer similar perspectives or reach similar conclusions.

Note studies that present contrasting viewpoints or contradictory findings.

Discuss the evolution of thought or methodology over time within the literature.

Highlight any emerging consensus or persistent debates.

Identifying Research Gaps

A crucial function of the literature review conclusion is to pinpoint the areas where existing research falls
short. These research gaps represent opportunities for new scholarly inquiry. Identifying these lacunae
demonstrates your critical engagement with the literature and underscores the necessity and potential impact
of your own research project. Gaps can emerge from various sources, such as unexplored populations,
underutilized methodologies, unanswered theoretical questions, or areas where research is scarce.

Consider these types of research gaps:

Methodological limitations in existing studies.

Under-researched geographical regions or demographic groups.

Lack of longitudinal studies or comparative analyses.

Unanswered theoretical questions or the need for new conceptual frameworks.

Areas where research findings are inconsistent or inconclusive.

Suggesting Future Research Directions

Following the identification of research gaps, the conclusion should offer concrete suggestions for future
research. These recommendations should be logical extensions of the identified gaps and should clearly
articulate how future studies could build upon, refine, or challenge existing knowledge. By providing specific
avenues for future inquiry, you demonstrate foresight and contribute to the ongoing scholarly dialogue. Your
suggestions should be specific and actionable, offering clear paths for subsequent researchers.

When suggesting future research, be sure to:

Propose specific research questions that need to be answered.



Suggest appropriate methodologies that could be employed.

Indicate potential populations or contexts for further study.

Explain the potential implications of addressing these gaps.

Link these suggestions directly back to the gaps you've identified.

Evaluating the Contribution of the Literature

Beyond summarizing and identifying gaps, your conclusion should offer a critical evaluation of the literature's
overall contribution to the field. This involves assessing the strengths and limitations of the existing body of
work. You might discuss the seminal studies that have shaped the field, the prevailing methodologies, and the
impact of key theoretical advancements. This evaluative component showcases your ability to critically
assess the landscape of research and understand its cumulative impact.

Key aspects of evaluation include:

Acknowledging the foundational studies and their influence.

Discussing the strengths of prevailing research methodologies.

Identifying any biases or limitations inherent in the body of literature.

Assessing the overall progress made in understanding the topic.

Highlighting areas where the literature is particularly robust or underdeveloped.

Maintaining Chicago Style Formatting

Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style is crucial throughout your literature review, and its principles
extend to the conclusion. While the conclusion primarily involves prose, any citations within it must follow
the established Chicago style (either notes-bibliography or author-date). Ensure consistent use of
punctuation, capitalization, and formatting for any textual references or bibliographical entries that may
appear, even in a summary of findings. The overall presentation should reflect the meticulousness expected in
academic writing.

Pay close attention to:

Correct citation format for any in-text references.

Proper punctuation and grammar throughout the prose.

Consistency in terminology and phrasing.

The overall clarity and readability of the written content.



Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Several common errors can weaken a literature review conclusion. Awareness of these pitfalls will help you
craft a more effective and impactful final section. Avoid simply restating the introduction or summarizing each
source individually without synthesis. Resist the urge to introduce entirely new ideas or concepts that
haven't been touched upon in the body of the review. Ensure that your conclusion directly flows from the
preceding discussion and doesn't feel like an add-on.

Common mistakes include:

Introducing new information or arguments not previously discussed.

Simply summarizing individual sources without synthesizing them.

Restating the introduction verbatim or too closely.

Failing to clearly identify research gaps or suggest future directions.

Concluding with a weak or anticlimactic statement.

Overly subjective language or personal opinions not grounded in the literature.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary goal of a conclusion in a Chicago style literature
review?
A: The primary goal of a conclusion in a Chicago style literature review is to synthesize the existing research,
highlight significant themes and debates, identify research gaps, and suggest potential avenues for future study,
thereby demonstrating the relevance and necessity of the current research project.

Q: How does a Chicago style literature review conclusion differ from a
conclusion in other academic writing?
A: While the core purpose of concluding remains similar, a Chicago style literature review conclusion places a
strong emphasis on the critical evaluation and synthesis of a body of scholarly work, often within specific
disciplinary conventions for citation and organization, as dictated by the Chicago Manual of Style. It focuses
on situating a research problem within the context of existing literature.

Q: Should I introduce new sources in the conclusion of my Chicago style
literature review?
A: No, you should not introduce new sources in the conclusion. The conclusion is intended to summarize,
synthesize, and analyze the literature that has already been presented and discussed in the body of the review.

Q: How do I effectively synthesize the literature in my Chicago style



literature review conclusion?
A: Effective synthesis involves grouping similar studies, identifying overarching themes, noting points of
agreement and disagreement among scholars, and presenting this information in a coherent narrative rather than
as a series of individual summaries.

Q: What are the key elements to include in a Chicago style literature review
conclusion?
A: Key elements include a summary of major findings and themes, identification of research gaps or limitations in
the existing literature, suggestions for future research, and a brief evaluation of the overall contribution of
the literature to the field.

Q: How specific should my suggestions for future research be in the
conclusion?
A: Your suggestions for future research should be specific and actionable, clearly outlining potential research
questions, methodologies, or areas of inquiry that would address the identified gaps.

Q: What is the role of critical evaluation in the conclusion of a Chicago
style literature review?
A: Critical evaluation involves assessing the strengths and weaknesses of the existing body of literature,
discussing its overall impact, and identifying any prevailing biases or limitations, thereby demonstrating a deep
understanding of the research landscape.

Q: How do I ensure my Chicago style literature review conclusion adheres
to formatting guidelines?
A: Adherence to formatting guidelines involves using the correct citation style for any references within the
conclusion, maintaining consistent punctuation and grammar, and ensuring the overall prose is clear, concise,
and follows the principles of the Chicago Manual of Style.
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