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Chicago Style Legal Journal Citations: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style legal journal citations are an integral part of academic and professional
legal writing, ensuring clarity, accuracy, and consistency in referencing scholarly sources.
This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of citing legal journals according to
the Chicago Manual of Style, specifically focusing on its application in legal contexts. We
will explore the fundamental components of a legal journal citation, the nuances of different
source types, and best practices for maintaining proper citation form. Understanding these
principles is crucial for avoiding plagiarism, establishing credibility, and enabling readers to
easily locate the original works. This article aims to demystify the process, providing clear
explanations and practical examples for legal scholars, practitioners, and students.
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Understanding the Core Components of Chicago
Style Legal Citations

The fundamental architecture of a Chicago style
legal journal citation, whether presented in a
footnote or endnote, is designed to provide the
reader with all the necessary information to
retrieve the source. This architecture prioritizes
clarity and completeness, ensuring that even
complex legal arguments can be meticulously
supported. The system relies on a consistent
structure that identifies the author, the work,
and its precise location.



Essential Information for Legal Journal Citations

To properly cite a legal journal article using
Chicago style, several key pieces of information
are indispensable. These elements work in
concert to build a complete bibliographic
reference. Without these components, a citation
would be incomplete and therefore unhelpful to
the reader. Precision in collecting and presenting
this information is paramount.

Author's full name

Title of the article (in quotation marks)

Title of the journal (in italics)

Volume number of the journal

Issue number of the journal (if applicable)

Year of publication

Page numbers (pinpoint citation for the
specific reference)



Citing Articles in Law Reviews and Legal Journals

Law reviews and legal journals are primary
sources of scholarly legal analysis, and their
proper citation is a cornerstone of legal
scholarship. The Chicago Manual of Style offers
specific guidelines for referencing these
influential publications, ensuring that the
research presented is transparent and verifiable.
The structure for citing these articles is generally
consistent, with minor variations dependent on
specific details of the publication.

Key Elements for Law Review Citations

When citing an article published in a law review
or a general legal journal, the focus is on
presenting the author's contribution within the
context of the publication. The title of the article
is enclosed in quotation marks, distinguishing it
from the italicized title of the journal itself. The
volume and issue numbers are critical for
pinpointing the exact location of the article
within the journal's publication history.



Author's full name

"Title of Article"

Journal Name

Volume Number

(Year of Publication)

Page Number(s)

For instance, a full footnote citation might look
like this: John Doe, "The Future of Administrative
Law," Harvard Law Review 120 (2007): 456. A
corresponding endnote would appear in the
bibliography with slightly different formatting,
often omitting the pinpoint page number and
including more bibliographic detail.

Footnote vs. Endnote Citation Practices

Chicago style offers two primary methods for
incorporating citations into a document:



footnotes and endnotes. Both systems serve the
same fundamental purpose—to attribute
sources—but differ in their placement within the
text. The choice between footnotes and endnotes
often depends on the publication's specific style
guide or the writer's preference for integrating or
segregating source information.

Footnotes: In-Text Attributions

Footnotes are located at the bottom of the page
on which the reference appears. They are often
preferred in legal writing and academic journals
because they allow readers to see the source
information immediately without having to turn
to another section of the document. Each
footnote is typically numbered sequentially
throughout the document, and the corresponding
number is placed in the text immediately after
the material being cited.

A typical footnote citation for a legal journal
article includes the author's name, the article
title in quotation marks, the journal title in
italics, the volume, the year in parentheses, and
the specific page number(s) being referenced.



For example: Jane Smith, "The Evolution of Due
Process," Yale Law Journal 98 (1989): 789, 795.

Endnotes: Consolidated Source Lists

Endnotes, conversely, are compiled at the end of
the main text of a document, before the
bibliography. Like footnotes, they are numbered
sequentially. While they provide the same
bibliographic details as footnotes, their
placement can sometimes interrupt the flow of
reading if a reader frequently needs to consult
sources. However, endnotes can present a
cleaner manuscript without the visual clutter of
footnotes at the bottom of each page.

An endnote citation for the same source would
appear in a numbered list at the end of the
document. The formatting in the endnote section
is typically similar to the footnote, with the
primary difference being its location. For
example: 1. Jane Smith, "The Evolution of Due
Process," Yale Law Journal 98 (1989): 789, 795.



Specific Elements of a Legal Journal Citation

Crafting accurate legal journal citations requires
meticulous attention to detail, ensuring that each
element serves its purpose in identifying the
source. The Chicago Manual of Style, while broad,
provides a framework that, when applied to legal
scholarship, often intersects with specific legal
citation practices to achieve maximum clarity and
precision.

Author and Article Title

The author's name should be presented in full,
typically as it appears on the publication. The
title of the article is enclosed in quotation marks.
This convention distinguishes the article from the
journal in which it is published. For example, if an
article is titled "Constitutional Interpretation in
the Digital Age" by Eleanor Vance, the citation
would begin with Eleanor Vance, "Constitutional
Interpretation in the Digital Age."

Journal Name, Volume, and Year



The journal title is italicized to differentiate it
from the article title. Following the journal title,
the volume number is provided, which helps in
locating the correct issue of the journal. The year
of publication, enclosed in parentheses, is also
crucial for identifying the specific edition. For
instance, an article in volume 75 of the Journal of
Legal Studies, published in 2005, would be cited
as Journal of Legal Studies 75 (2005).

Page Numbers: The Pinpoint Citation

The most critical element for enabling a reader to
verify a specific claim is the pinpoint citation,
which refers to the exact page or pages where
the cited material can be found. This is especially
important in legal writing, where precise sourcing
is fundamental to argumentation. The pinpoint
citation follows the year of publication, separated
by a colon and a space. If the reference is to
multiple pages, a range is indicated. For
example, if the relevant information is on pages
221 through 223, the citation would include ":
221–23."



Handling Subsequent Citations and Abbreviated
Forms

Once a source has been fully cited, subsequent
references to the same work often employ
abbreviated forms to avoid redundancy and
maintain readability. Chicago style, and by
extension legal citation practices influenced by it,
allows for shortened citations after the first full
mention, significantly streamlining the citation
process in longer works.

Shortened Forms for Repeated Citations

After the first full citation of a source,
subsequent citations can be shortened. This
typically involves including the author's last
name, a shortened version of the article title (if
necessary to distinguish it from other works by
the same author), and the pinpoint page number.
If only one work by a particular author is cited,
then just the author's last name and the page
number are usually sufficient.



First citation: John Doe, "The Impact of
Technology on Privacy Law," California Law
Review 88 (2000): 123, 130.

Subsequent citation: Doe, "Technology and
Privacy," 135.

If no other works by Doe are cited: Doe, 140.

The exact format of shortened citations can vary
slightly based on specific journal requirements,
but the principle of brevity while maintaining
clarity remains constant.

Ibid. and Supra: Legal Citation Conventions

While the Chicago Manual of Style itself may not
heavily emphasize Latin legal terms like "Ibid."
and "Supra" for general use, they are deeply
ingrained in legal citation practices influenced by
systems like The Bluebook. "Ibid." is used to refer
to the immediately preceding citation, and
"Supra" is used for a previously cited source that
is not the immediately preceding one. These are
often used in legal footnotes to provide concise



references.

However, it is crucial to consult the specific style
guide of the publication or institution for which
you are writing. Many modern legal style guides
are moving away from extensive use of "Ibid." in
favor of shortened forms or even re-citing the full
reference to ensure maximum clarity, especially
in electronic formats where page numbering can
be less fixed.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago
Style Legal Journal Citations

Navigating the complexities of legal citation can
present several challenges, even for experienced
writers. Ensuring accuracy and adherence to the
Chicago Manual of Style, particularly when
dealing with the nuances of legal scholarship,
requires diligence and a systematic approach.
Understanding common pitfalls can help mitigate
errors.



Inconsistent Formatting

One of the most frequent issues is inconsistent
formatting across different citations within a
single document. This can arise from manual
entry errors or a lack of a clear citation style
guide. The solution lies in establishing a template
for each type of source and rigorously applying it
to every citation. Using citation management
software can also help standardize formatting.

Misinterpreting Source Types

Legal scholarship draws from a variety of
sources, including statutes, cases, books, and
journal articles. Misclassifying a source type can
lead to incorrect citation formatting. For legal
journal articles, always confirm that the source is
indeed a peer-reviewed journal or law review. If
unsure, consult the Chicago Manual of Style or a
legal citation guide for clarification.

Pinpoint Citation Accuracy



Failure to include accurate pinpoint citations is a
significant error in legal writing. Readers need to
be able to locate the exact passage that supports
a claim. Always double-check that the page
numbers in your citations correspond precisely to
the material being referenced. When citing a
range of pages, ensure the range is correctly
indicated.

The Role of the Bluebook and its Relationship to
Chicago Style

In the realm of American legal writing, The
Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation often
serves as the de facto standard. While the
Chicago Manual of Style provides a
comprehensive guide for general academic and
professional writing, The Bluebook is specifically
tailored to the legal field, addressing the unique
needs of legal scholarship, including statutes,
cases, and other legal documents.

Chicago Style vs. The Bluebook



It is important to understand that The Bluebook
supersedes Chicago style for most legal journal
publications in the United States. Legal journals,
courts, and law schools typically mandate
adherence to The Bluebook. While Chicago style
can inform general principles of clear and
consistent citation, when writing for a legal
audience or publication, The Bluebook should be
your primary reference. Chicago style may be
used for dissertations, theses, or other academic
works where The Bluebook is not explicitly
required.

For instance, The Bluebook has specific rules for
abbreviating journal titles, which are often
different from general Chicago style conventions.
It also provides detailed guidance on citing court
documents, legislative materials, and secondary
legal sources that are not typically covered in the
Chicago Manual of Style. Therefore, a legal writer
must be aware of which style guide is applicable
to their work.

When Chicago Style Might Still Be Relevant

Despite the dominance of The Bluebook in legal



circles, Chicago style's principles of clarity,
conciseness, and logical organization are
universally beneficial. In academic settings
outside of traditional law reviews, such as in
interdisciplinary legal studies or certain types of
legal history research, a professor or institution
might permit or even prefer Chicago style. In
such cases, the detailed guidelines on footnote
and endnote formatting, as well as general
bibliographic presentation, from the Chicago
Manual of Style would be directly applicable to
legal journal citations.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago
style and The Bluebook for legal journal citations?

A: The primary difference is that The Bluebook is
a specialized guide for legal citation in the United
States, covering legal-specific sources like cases
and statutes, and has its own set of conventions
for journal articles. Chicago style is a broader
academic style guide that, while applicable to
many fields, may not cover the unique
requirements of legal sourcing as



comprehensively as The Bluebook. Most U.S. law
journals mandate The Bluebook.

Q: Are footnotes or endnotes preferred for Chicago
style legal journal citations?

A: Chicago style offers both footnotes and
endnotes as acceptable citation formats.
Footnotes are often preferred in legal writing for
their immediacy, allowing readers to see source
information at the bottom of the page without
interruption. Endnotes are placed at the end of
the document, offering a cleaner manuscript but
requiring the reader to turn pages. The choice
often depends on the publication's specific
guidelines.

Q: How do I abbreviate journal titles in Chicago style
legal journal citations?

A: Chicago style generally requires full journal
titles in italics, but when using shortened forms
for subsequent citations, you might abbreviate
the title if it's very long or if the journal is
commonly known by an abbreviation. However,
for initial full citations, the full italicized title is
standard. For specific legal journal abbreviation
rules, The Bluebook is typically the consulted



authority.

Q: What is a "pinpoint citation" in Chicago style legal
journal citations, and why is it important?

A: A pinpoint citation refers to the specific page
number(s) within a source where the referenced
information is found. In legal writing, pinpoint
citations are crucial because they allow readers
to quickly and accurately locate the exact textual
support for an argument, ensuring transparency
and verifiability.

Q: Can I use "Ibid." and "Supra" in Chicago style legal
journal citations?

A: While "Ibid." and "Supra" are traditional legal
citation terms, Chicago style's main text does not
heavily emphasize their use. However, in legal
contexts that borrow from Chicago style, or when
these terms are adopted by specific journals,
they can be used for brevity in subsequent
citations. It's essential to check the specific style
guide of the publication for its stance on these
Latin abbreviations.

Q: What information must be included in the first full
citation of a legal journal article in Chicago style?



A: The first full citation typically includes the
author's full name, the article's title in quotation
marks, the journal's title in italics, the volume
number, the year of publication in parentheses,
and the specific page number(s) being cited.

Q: How should I cite an article with multiple authors in
Chicago style legal journal citations?

A: For Chicago style, if an article has two authors,
both names are typically included in the citation,
usually connected by "and." If there are three or
more authors, the first author's name is given,
followed by "et al." (or its equivalent in the
Chicago Manual of Style). However, specific legal
citation guides like The Bluebook may have
slightly different rules for multiple authors.

Q: What is the purpose of using quotation marks
around the article title in a Chicago style legal journal
citation?

A: The purpose of using quotation marks around
the article title is to distinguish it from the
journal title, which is italicized. This convention
helps readers quickly identify the specific piece
of writing within the larger publication.
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