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Chicago Style Legal Citations for
Treaties: A Comprehensive Guide
Chicago style legal citations for treaties are essential for scholars,
practitioners, and students navigating the complexities of international law
and agreements. Accurately citing treaties ensures the credibility and
traceability of your research, allowing readers to easily locate the specific
international instrument you are referencing. This guide will delve into the
nuances of citing treaties according to the Chicago Manual of Style, covering
everything from basic treaty identification to advanced considerations like
amendments and protocols. Understanding these citation principles is
paramount for maintaining academic rigor and professional integrity when
incorporating treaty law into legal arguments or scholarly works. We will
explore the fundamental components of a treaty citation, the importance of
official treaty sources, and how to handle various treaty types.
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Understanding the Core Components of Treaty
Citations
When citing any legal document, including treaties, a standardized format is
crucial for clarity and accuracy. For treaties, the core components of a
citation aim to uniquely identify the agreement and facilitate its retrieval.
These components typically include the treaty's title, the parties involved
(if not explicitly stated in the title), the date of signature or entry into
force, and the source where the treaty can be found. The Chicago Manual of
Style provides specific guidelines for integrating these elements to create a
clear and unambiguous reference. Adherence to these components ensures that
your reader can precisely pinpoint the exact treaty and provision you are
discussing, fostering trust in your research and analysis.

The structure of a treaty citation reflects its international nature. Unlike
domestic legal documents, treaties often involve multiple sovereign states
and may be published in various languages and treaty collections. Therefore,
the citation must navigate this complexity by providing enough detail to
overcome these potential barriers to access. This often means including
information about the treaty's official publication, which serves as the
authoritative version.

Identifying Key Treaty Information for Citation
Before constructing a citation, it is vital to gather all necessary
information about the treaty. The primary piece of information is the
treaty's official or common title. This title is usually found in the
treaty's preamble or the introductory sections of its official publication.
Following the title, the parties to the treaty are critical. For bilateral
treaties, this involves identifying the two states involved. For multilateral
treaties, it is generally sufficient to refer to the treaty by its title and
the number of original signatories or the date of entry into force, as
listing all parties would be impractical and redundant.

The date of the treaty is another essential element. This can refer to the
date of signature, the date of ratification, or the date on which the treaty
entered into force for the parties concerned. The date of entry into force is
often the most relevant for legal citation, as it signifies when the treaty
became legally binding. Finally, the source of the treaty is paramount. This
refers to the official publication where the treaty can be found, such as a
national treaty series, a specialized international collection, or an online
database.



Basic Treaty Citation Format in Chicago Style
In Chicago style, a basic treaty citation typically begins with the treaty's
title, followed by the date of signature or entry into force, and then the
source information. For instance, a bilateral treaty might be cited as:
Treaty between the United States of America and Canada concerning Customs
Duties, signed June 29, 1988, U.S.-Canada, T.I.A.S. No. 11,556.

For multilateral treaties, the format often emphasizes the common title and
the source. A common example is: Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of
the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field, Aug. 12,
1949, 6 U.S.T. 3114, T.I.A.S. No. 3362, 75 U.N.T.S. 85.

The precise order and inclusion of elements can vary slightly depending on
the specific source and whether an official treaty series is readily
available. The goal is always to provide a clear path for the reader to
locate the treaty.

Citing Treaties with Official Treaty Series
When a treaty is published in an official treaty series, this publication
becomes the primary source for citation. For U.S. treaties, the United States
Treaties and Other International Acts Series (T.I.A.S.) and Treaties and
Other International Agreements (T.I.A.G.) are common sources. For
international treaties, the United Nations Treaty Series (U.N.T.S.) is a
widely recognized and authoritative collection. The citation should include
the volume number of the series and the page number on which the treaty
begins.

For example, citing the North Atlantic Treaty, which is published in multiple
series, might look like this in a footnote: North Atlantic Treaty, Apr. 4,
1949, 63 Stat. 2244, T.I.A.S. No. 1964, 34 U.N.T.S. 243.

The inclusion of multiple series citations (like Stat., T.I.A.S., and
U.N.T.S.) is often done to provide the reader with the most accessible and
authoritative versions, especially if different jurisdictions or researchers
have different access to treaty collections. This redundancy enhances the
usability of the citation.

Handling Treaties Without Official Treaty
Series
In cases where a treaty has not yet been published in an official treaty
series, or for older treaties that may not have been systematically
collected, alternative citation methods are necessary. The Chicago Manual of



Style advises referencing the most authoritative available source. This could
be a reputable academic collection, a government publication, or even a
widely accepted online repository if no print official source exists.

If a treaty is found in a legislative act or a specific parliamentary record,
that source should be cited. For example, a treaty that has been ratified by
the U.S. Senate and incorporated into U.S. law might be cited by reference to
the Congressional record or the U.S. Statutes at Large if it was enacted as
legislation. The key principle remains to provide the reader with the most
direct and verifiable path to the text of the treaty.

Citing Treaties by Short Title
Many treaties are commonly known and referred to by a short title, which is
often derived from their place of signing or their primary subject matter.
When a treaty has a well-established short title, it can be used in
subsequent citations after the full treaty has been introduced in its full
citation form. This is a stylistic convention aimed at improving readability
and conciseness in the text.

For instance, after the full citation of the 1949 Geneva Convention,
subsequent references could simply be to the "Geneva Convention." It is
crucial, however, that the short title is unambiguous and clearly linked to
the full treaty in its initial citation. The Chicago Manual of Style
generally prefers using the short title only when it is commonly recognized
and when the full citation has already been provided in the text or a
footnote.

Citing Treaty Provisions and Specific Articles
When referring to a specific part of a treaty, such as an article, protocol,
or annex, the citation must be further refined to pinpoint the exact
location. This involves adding the article number or the relevant section
identifier after the treaty citation. For example, to cite Article 3 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the citation would be: Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, G.A. Res. 217A (III), U.N. Doc. A/810, at art. 3
(Dec. 10, 1948).

The inclusion of "at art." followed by the article number is the standard way
to indicate the specific provision. For other parts of the treaty, such as
protocols or annexes, the wording might change to "protocol" or "annex,"
followed by the appropriate identifier. This level of detail is crucial for
legal analysis, as specific provisions often carry different legal weight and
interpretation.



Amendments, Protocols, and Related Instruments
Treaties can be modified or supplemented over time through amendments,
protocols, or additional agreements. Each of these subsequent instruments
should be cited separately, reflecting their distinct legal status. Protocols
often contain specific provisions that modify or add to the original treaty.
Amendments, on the other hand, directly alter the text of the treaty itself.

When citing a protocol, it is important to include its title, date, and
source, similar to citing the parent treaty. For example, if citing the 1977
Additional Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions, the citation would include
its specific details and publication information. If the protocol directly
amends a specific article of the original treaty, this relationship should be
made clear in the text and the citation should accurately reflect the amended
provision.

Digital and Online Treaty Resources
The proliferation of digital resources has made treaty research more
accessible. When citing treaties found online, the Chicago Manual of Style
emphasizes providing the most stable and authoritative digital source
available. This often includes official government websites, recognized
international organization databases, or reputable academic legal
repositories.

A typical online citation would include the author (if applicable), the title
of the document, the name of the website or repository, and a stable URL.
While URLs can change, official treaty repositories from bodies like the UN
or national governments tend to be more stable. If a DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) is available, it should be included as it provides a persistent
link to the resource.

Consider the following example for an online treaty: Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, Dec. 9, 1948, 78 U.N.T.S.
277,
https://treaties.un.org/doc/publication/ctc/volume_IX/chapter%20XVIII-1.pdf.

It is also important to note the date of access for online materials, as
content can be updated or removed. While not always mandatory in Chicago
style for stable online sources, it is good practice for less stable ones.

Common Pitfalls in Treaty Citation
Several common mistakes can occur when citing treaties, which can undermine
the clarity and credibility of your work. One prevalent pitfall is failing to
cite the most authoritative source available. Relying on unofficial or

https://treaties.un.org/doc/publication/ctc/volume_IX/chapter%20XVIII-1.pdf


secondary sources when an official treaty series is accessible can lead to
inaccuracies or difficulties in verification.

Another common error is omitting crucial information such as the date of
signature or entry into force, or the relevant treaty series volume and page
number. Ambiguous titles or the incorrect use of short titles can also
confuse readers. Furthermore, improper formatting, such as incorrect
punctuation or the omission of necessary abbreviations, can detract from the
professionalism of the citation.

Inconsistency is also a major issue. Using different citation formats for
similar treaties within the same document, or deviating from the established
Chicago style guidelines without clear justification, creates a disjointed
and unprofessional presentation of research.

The Importance of Consistency in Treaty
Referencing
Consistency in treaty referencing is not merely a matter of style; it is
fundamental to clear communication and academic integrity. When all treaties
are cited using the same methodology and format, readers can easily follow
your arguments and locate the sources you have used. This consistency builds
confidence in your scholarship and demonstrates a meticulous approach to
research.

Chicago style, like other citation systems, aims to create a predictable
framework for referencing. By adhering strictly to its guidelines for treaty
citations, you ensure that your work is accessible and understandable to a
broad audience familiar with these conventions. Any deviation from
consistency should be intentional, well-justified, and clearly communicated,
perhaps through a preface or appendix, though this is rarely necessary when
simply following the established style.

Moreover, consistent citation practices are crucial for avoiding accidental
misrepresentation or ambiguity. Each element of a treaty citation serves a
specific purpose in identification, and maintaining consistency ensures that
this identification is always accurate and unambiguous. This meticulousness
is a hallmark of professional legal writing and academic research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a



treaty and citing domestic legislation in Chicago
style?
A: The primary difference lies in the origin and nature of the sources.
Treaties are international agreements between sovereign states, often
published in international treaty series or national treaty collections.
Domestic legislation, on the other hand, originates from a single
jurisdiction's legislative body and is typically found in statutory codes,
session laws, or legislative journals. Treaty citations often require
identifying multiple publication sources (e.g., T.I.A.S., U.N.T.S.) to ensure
comprehensive referencing, whereas domestic legislation citations usually
point to a single statutory or legislative source.

Q: How do I cite a treaty that has been amended
multiple times?
A: When a treaty has been amended, you should cite the original treaty and
the amending instrument separately. The citation for the amending instrument
will include its own title, date, and source information. If the amendment
directly alters a specific article of the original treaty, you would cite the
original treaty and then refer to the specific article as amended,
referencing the amending protocol or amendment in your text or footnotes.

Q: Is it acceptable to use an unofficial online
source for treaty citations if an official print
version is hard to find?
A: Chicago style generally prefers authoritative sources. While unofficial
online sources can be used if no official print version is available or
easily accessible, it is crucial to use reputable online repositories.
Official government treaty websites, international organization databases
(like the UN Treaty Collection), or well-established academic legal archives
are preferable to less formal or less frequently updated websites. Always aim
for the most stable and verifiable digital source.

Q: What information should be included in a Chicago
style citation for a treaty that is not published in
a numbered treaty series?
A: If a treaty is not published in a numbered treaty series, you should cite
the most authoritative source available. This could include official
government publications, parliamentary records, legislative acts that
incorporate the treaty, or reputable academic collections. The citation
should clearly identify the title of the treaty, the parties involved, the



date, and the specific publication where it can be found, providing as much
detail as necessary for the reader to locate it.

Q: How do I cite a treaty that has been superseded
or is no longer in force?
A: When citing a treaty that is no longer in force, you should still cite it
using the standard Chicago style format, including its title, date, and
source. You would then typically note in your text or footnote that the
treaty is no longer in force or has been superseded by a subsequent
agreement. The citation itself does not change, but the context provided in
your writing is essential for accuracy.

Q: What is the difference between a treaty and an
executive agreement in terms of Chicago style
citation?
A: While both are international agreements, the citation method can differ
based on their formal status and publication. Treaties, especially those
ratified by the Senate in the U.S., often have specific treaty series
designations (like T.I.A.S. or U.N.T.S.). Executive agreements, which do not
require Senate ratification, may be published in different government
documents or collections. The key is to identify and cite the official
publication for each type of agreement accurately according to Chicago style,
focusing on the source where the agreement is formally recorded.
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