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Mastering Chicago Style Journal Paper Submission: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style journal paper submission involves a meticulous adherence to specific formatting, citation,

and structural guidelines that are crucial for academic acceptance. Navigating these requirements can

seem daunting, but with a clear understanding and systematic approach, authors can significantly

improve their chances of success. This comprehensive guide will delve into the essential elements of

preparing a manuscript for journal submission using the Chicago Manual of Style, covering everything

from initial formatting to final citation details. We will explore the nuances of in-text citations,

endnotes/footnotes, and bibliography construction, as well as discuss common pitfalls and best

practices. Whether you are a seasoned academic or a budding scholar, mastering the intricacies of

Chicago style for journal papers is a vital skill.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Academic Journals

The Chicago Manual of Style: An Overview

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that offers comprehensive

rules for writing, citation, and grammar. For academic journal paper submission, it presents two



primary systems of citation: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. While the

author-date system is more prevalent in the sciences and social sciences, the notes-bibliography

system, with its use of footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography, is frequently preferred in the

humanities, arts, and some social sciences. Understanding which system your target journal employs

is the first critical step in preparing your manuscript for Chicago style journal paper submission.

Choosing the Right Citation System

The selection between the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system is dictated by the

specific journal's author guidelines. Failing to adhere to the journal's preferred system is a common

reason for immediate rejection. The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes

to reference sources, with a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the paper. The author-date

system, conversely, uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and

publication year, paired with a reference list that contains full bibliographic details for each cited

source.

Key Differences and Journal Preferences

The fundamental difference lies in how source information is presented to the reader. The notes-

bibliography system offers a more unobtrusive in-text experience, with detailed source information

consolidated at the end of the document or within footnotes. The author-date system provides

immediate, albeit brief, source attribution within the text, which some find more efficient for quickly

identifying the origin of a claim. Always consult the journal's submission guidelines to determine the

preferred system for your Chicago style journal paper submission.

Preparing Your Manuscript: General Formatting Requirements



Manuscript Structure and Organization

Beyond citation style, general manuscript formatting plays a significant role in a professional Chicago

style journal paper submission. Most journals require a clear, logical structure. This typically includes a

title page, abstract, main body text, and references. Some disciplines may also require appendices or

supplementary materials. Ensure that each section is clearly delineated and that the overall

organization supports the flow of your argument.

Font, Margins, and Spacing

Consistency in typography and layout is paramount. For Chicago style journal paper submission, it is

generally recommended to use a standard, readable font such as Times New Roman or Arial, typically

in 12-point size. Margins should be set at 1 inch on all sides to allow for editorial marking. Double-

spacing is usually standard for the main body text, including block quotes and notes, though journals

may specify single-spacing for specific elements like tables or figures. Always verify these

specifications with the target journal's instructions.

Title Page and Running Heads

The title page should include the manuscript title, author's name(s), institutional affiliation(s), and

contact information. Some journals also require a brief author biography. Running heads, also known

as headers, are typically placed at the top of each page, often including a shortened version of the title

and the page number. The specific requirements for running heads can vary, so it is essential to check

the journal's submission portal or author guidelines.

Citations: The Cornerstone of Chicago Style Journal

Submissions



In-Text Citations: Notes-Bibliography System

When employing the notes-bibliography system for your Chicago style journal paper submission, every

piece of borrowed information – whether a direct quote, paraphrase, or summary of an idea – must be

attributed. This is achieved through superscript numbers embedded within the text, corresponding to

either footnotes at the bottom of the page or endnotes at the conclusion of the manuscript. The first

time a source is cited, the note will contain full bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the

same source can be abbreviated, often using the author's last name and a shortened title, or simply

"Ibid." if it directly follows the previous citation of the same work.

In-Text Citations: Author-Date System

In contrast, the author-date system for Chicago style journal paper submission utilizes parenthetical

citations directly within the text. These typically consist of the author's last name and the publication

year, for example, (Smith 2023). If a direct quote is used, the page number must also be included,

such as (Smith 2023, 145). These parenthetical citations are concise and allow readers to quickly

identify the source of information without interrupting the flow of the text as significantly as extensive

footnotes might.

Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes

The correct formatting of notes is critical. Footnotes are generally preferred for accessibility, appearing

at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs. Endnotes are collected at the end of the paper.

Both must be clearly numbered sequentially, starting with 1, and align with the corresponding

superscript number in the text. The first entry for a particular source should be complete, including

author's name (first and last), full title (italicized), publication details (city, publisher, year), and page

numbers. Subsequent notes for the same source are typically shortened.



Handling Different Source Types

Chicago style provides specific formats for a vast array of source types, including books, journal

articles, websites, interviews, and unpublished materials. For journal articles, a typical note entry might

look like: Author First Name Last Name, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page

Number(s). For books, it would be: Author First Name Last Name, Book Title (Publication City:

Publisher, Year), Page Number(s). Familiarizing yourself with the CMOS chapters dedicated to

bibliographic and note formatting for each source type is indispensable for accurate Chicago style

journal paper submission.

The Bibliography or Works Cited Page

Purpose and Content of the Bibliography

The bibliography, or "Works Cited" list, is a mandatory component of a Chicago style journal paper

submission when using the notes-bibliography system. It serves as an alphabetical compilation of all

sources cited in the paper, providing full bibliographic details for each entry. This allows readers to

easily locate and consult the original sources. The bibliography should only include works that have

been actually cited within the text; it is not a place for a general list of readings.

Alphabetical Ordering and Entry Formatting

Entries in the bibliography are listed alphabetically by the author's last name. For works with multiple

authors, the ordering follows specific rules outlined in the CMOS. Each entry typically uses a hanging

indent, meaning the first line of the entry is flush with the left margin, and subsequent lines are

indented. The information presented in each bibliography entry is often similar to the full note for that

source, but typically with the author's last name appearing first, followed by a period rather than a

comma.



The Reference List in Author-Date Style

When using the author-date system, the final section is usually titled "Reference List" rather than

"Bibliography." Similar to the bibliography, it contains an alphabetical listing of all sources cited in the

text. However, the format for individual entries and the parenthetical in-text citations differ from the

notes-bibliography system. The reference list entries will mirror the information provided in the in-text

citations but in a more complete bibliographic format, allowing readers to access the full details of each

source.

Consistency is Key

Regardless of the citation system employed, absolute consistency in formatting is crucial.

Inconsistencies in capitalization, punctuation, italicization, or the order of bibliographic elements can

detract from the professionalism of your Chicago style journal paper submission and may lead to

editorial queries or rejection. The CMOS provides detailed examples for every conceivable scenario,

and referring to them diligently is the best way to ensure accuracy.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Journal Submissions

Incorrect Citation Format

One of the most frequent errors is misformatting citations, both in-text and in the bibliography or

reference list. This can range from incorrect punctuation and capitalization to missing essential

information like publication dates or page numbers. Another common issue is the inconsistent

application of the chosen citation style throughout the manuscript, creating a patchwork of formatting

rather than a unified academic presentation.



Failure to Follow Journal-Specific Guidelines

While CMOS provides a robust framework, individual journals often have their own supplementary

style requirements or preferences. Ignoring these specific instructions – for example, submitting in the

wrong citation system, using a different font than requested, or not adhering to word count limits – is a

direct route to manuscript rejection. Always download and thoroughly read the "Instructions for

Authors" or "Submission Guidelines" of your target journal.

Plagiarism and Incorrect Attribution

Beyond formatting errors, the most serious pitfall is accidental plagiarism, which stems from failing to

properly attribute all sources. This can occur through poor note-taking, inadequate paraphrasing, or an

incomplete understanding of what constitutes common knowledge. Ensuring every idea, fact, or direct

quote that is not your own original contribution is correctly cited is non-negotiable for any academic

submission, including your Chicago style journal paper submission.

Lack of Clarity and Readability

Even with perfect Chicago style formatting, a paper that is poorly written or difficult to understand will

struggle to be accepted. This includes issues with sentence structure, grammar, word choice, and the

logical progression of ideas. While not directly a formatting issue, the overall clarity and readability of

your manuscript are indirectly affected by how well you have structured and presented your information

according to established academic standards, which Chicago style helps to uphold.

Final Checks Before Submission



Proofreading for Errors

Before submitting your Chicago style journal paper, a thorough proofread is essential. This involves

checking for grammatical errors, typos, punctuation mistakes, and inconsistencies in formatting.

Reading your work aloud can help identify awkward phrasing or sentences that are difficult to follow. It

is also highly recommended to have a colleague or trusted peer review your manuscript for clarity and

accuracy.

Verifying Citation Accuracy

Double-check every citation against your notes and the original sources. Ensure that every footnote or

in-text citation corresponds correctly to an entry in your bibliography or reference list, and vice versa.

Confirm that all required information for each source type is present and correctly formatted according

to the CMOS and the journal's specific guidelines. Meticulous attention to detail in citations is

paramount for a successful Chicago style journal paper submission.

Adhering to Submission Requirements

The final step is to confirm that your manuscript meets all the submission requirements of the target

journal. This includes file format (e.g., Word document, PDF), naming conventions, inclusion of an

abstract, adherence to word limits, and any specific instructions regarding figures, tables, or

supplementary materials. A polished manuscript that adheres to all guidelines significantly enhances its

chances of being sent out for peer review.

Reviewing Journal-Specific Formatting

Even if you are confident in your general Chicago style knowledge, take one last look at the journal's

"Instructions for Authors" to ensure you haven't overlooked any specific formatting quirks or mandates.

Some journals may have very particular preferences for things like the placement of author names, the

style of section headings, or the format of acknowledgments. A successful Chicago style journal paper



submission is one that demonstrates respect for the journal's editorial standards.

A Strong Conclusion: The Importance of Precision

The process of preparing a manuscript for Chicago style journal paper submission is an exercise in

precision and attention to detail. By diligently following the guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style

and the specific requirements of your target journal, you present your research in a clear, professional,

and credible manner. This not only increases the likelihood of acceptance but also contributes to the

overall scholarly conversation, ensuring your work is accessible and respected within your academic

community.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-bibliography

system and the author-date system in Chicago style for journal

papers?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and presented at the end. The

notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography

at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (e.g., (Smith 2023)) and a

reference list at the end.

Q: How do I know which Chicago style citation system my target

journal prefers for my paper submission?

A: You must consult the specific journal's "Instructions for Authors" or "Submission Guidelines." This

document will explicitly state which citation system (notes-bibliography or author-date) is required for

manuscript submissions.



Q: What are the most common formatting errors to avoid in a Chicago

style journal paper submission?

A: Common errors include incorrect formatting of footnotes/endnotes and bibliography entries,

inconsistent application of style rules, improper use of italics, incorrect capitalization, and missing

essential bibliographic information.

Q: Is it acceptable to use a shortened title in subsequent notes for a

source when using the notes-bibliography system?

A: Yes, after the first full citation of a source, subsequent notes for the same work can be shortened.

This typically involves using the author's last name and a shortened version of the title (e.g., Smith,

Journal Article Title). If the immediately preceding note refers to the same source, "Ibid." can be used.

Q: Should I include all the sources I consulted in my bibliography, even

if I didn't directly cite them in the text?

A: No, your bibliography or reference list should only include works that you have actually cited within

the body of your paper. It is not a general reading list.

Q: What is a "hanging indent" and why is it important for Chicago

style journal paper submissions?

A: A hanging indent is a formatting style where the first line of a paragraph (or a bibliography/reference

list entry) is flush with the left margin, and all subsequent lines are indented. This convention is

standard for bibliography and reference list entries in Chicago style and enhances readability.



Q: What should I do if a journal's specific guidelines conflict with the

Chicago Manual of Style?

A: Always prioritize the journal's specific guidelines. If there is a discrepancy, the journal's instructions

supersede the general rules of the CMOS. This is a critical aspect of preparing your Chicago style

journal paper submission.

Q: How important is proofreading for a Chicago style journal paper

submission?

A: Proofreading is extremely important. Errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and formatting can

detract from the credibility of your work and may lead to rejection. A thorough proofread ensures your

manuscript is polished and professional.
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