
chicago style journal citation
guidelines
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers a comprehensive framework for
academic and professional writing, and understanding its specific journal
citation guidelines is crucial for scholars across various disciplines. This
article will delve deep into the intricacies of the Chicago style for citing
journal articles, covering both the notes-bibliography system and the author-
date system. We will explore the essential elements required for accurate
citations, the nuances of citing different types of journal sources, and best
practices for ensuring clarity and consistency in your academic work.
Mastering these citation guidelines is not merely about adhering to a style
guide; it's about upholding academic integrity, enabling readers to easily
locate your sources, and contributing to the scholarly conversation with
precision and authority.

Table of Contents

Understanding Chicago Style Citation Systems
The Notes-Bibliography System for Journals
Elements of a Footnote or Endnote Citation
Citing Print Journals in Notes
Citing Online Journals in Notes
The Author-Date System for Journals
Elements of an In-Text Citation
The Reference List for Author-Date
Citing Print Journals in the Reference List
Citing Online Journals in the Reference List
Common Journal Citation Challenges
Handling Articles with Multiple Authors
Citing Special Journal Issues
Using DOIs and URLs Correctly
Ensuring Consistency and Accuracy

Understanding Chicago Style Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is renowned for its flexibility, offering
two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-
date system. While both aim for clarity and accuracy, they serve different
purposes and are prevalent in different academic fields. The notes-
bibliography system, often favored in the humanities, uses footnotes or
endnotes to cite sources, with a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the
work. Conversely, the author-date system, more common in the sciences and
social sciences, employs brief in-text citations that refer to a full
reference list at the end of the document. Understanding these fundamental
differences is the first step to correctly applying Chicago style journal



citation guidelines.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Journals

The notes-bibliography system is characterized by its use of numbered
footnotes or endnotes. Each time a source is referenced, a corresponding note
is generated, containing publication details. This system allows for
extensive annotation and commentary within the notes themselves, a feature
appreciated in disciplines that benefit from detailed textual analysis. The
accompanying bibliography provides a complete list of all sources consulted.

Elements of a Footnote or Endnote Citation

A typical footnote or endnote citation for a journal article in Chicago style
requires several key pieces of information to be accurate and complete. These
elements ensure that readers can easily identify and retrieve the source
material. The order and punctuation are specific to Chicago style,
differentiating it from other citation methods.

The essential components of a journal article citation in the notes-
bibliography system include:

Author's full name (first name, last name)

Title of the article, enclosed in quotation marks

Title of the journal, italicized

Volume number

Issue number (if applicable and provided)

Year of publication

Page number(s) where the cited material appears

DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or URL if accessed online

Citing Print Journals in Notes

When citing a print journal article using the notes-bibliography system, the
format is straightforward. The author's name appears as first name followed



by last name. The article title is enclosed in quotation marks, and the
journal title is italicized. The volume and issue numbers, followed by the
year of publication and the specific page number(s), complete the citation.
For example, a first note might look like this: 1. Jane Doe, "The Evolution
of Scientific Thought," Journal of Academic Research 25, no. 3 (2022): 112.

Citing Online Journals in Notes

Citing online journal articles in Chicago style notes is similar to print
journals, with the addition of information about its online accessibility. If
a DOI is available, it is preferred and should be included. If no DOI is
present, a stable URL should be provided. The format generally follows:
Author, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page(s), DOI
or URL.

For instance: 2. John Smith, "Digital Humanities and Literary Studies,"
Digital Scholarship Quarterly 10, no. 1 (2023): 45-60,
https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2023.987654.

If a DOI is not available, the citation might appear as: 3. Emily White, "The
Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Communications Studies Review
30, no. 2 (2021): 88-105, https://www.examplejournal.com/article/12345.

The Author-Date System for Journals

The author-date system, often used in scientific and social science
disciplines, provides a more concise in-text citation. This system emphasizes
the author and the year of publication, allowing readers to quickly identify
the source in the reference list. The in-text citations are brief
parenthetical references, directing the reader to the full bibliographic
details provided at the end of the paper.

Elements of an In-Text Citation

In the author-date system, in-text citations typically include the author's
last name and the year of publication. If quoting directly, the page number
is also included. These citations are placed within the text, often at the
end of a sentence or clause, enclosed in parentheses. For example: (Smith
2023) or (Doe 2022, 112).

When the author's name is mentioned in the narrative, only the year needs to
be in parentheses: As Smith (2023) argues... or According to Doe (2022), the
findings indicate...



The Reference List for Author-Date

The reference list in the author-date system serves the same purpose as the
bibliography in the notes-bibliography system: it provides full bibliographic
details for every source cited in the text. The list is alphabetized by the
author's last name and is titled "References." Each entry includes specific
details about the publication, allowing readers to locate the original
sources.

Citing Print Journals in the Reference List

When citing print journal articles in the reference list of an author-date
paper, the format is slightly different from the notes system, particularly
in the order of elements and punctuation. The author's last name comes first,
followed by their first name. The article title is usually not italicized or
placed in quotation marks. The journal title, volume, issue, year, and page
numbers are then presented in a specific order.

The standard format is: Author, Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title."
Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page Range.

For example: Doe, Jane. 2022. "The Evolution of Scientific Thought." Journal
of Academic Research 25 (3): 110–125.

Citing Online Journals in the Reference List

For online journal articles in the author-date system, the inclusion of a DOI
or URL is crucial for retrieval. Similar to print journal citations, the
author's last name is listed first, followed by the first name. The article
title is presented without quotation marks. The journal title is italicized,
followed by the volume, issue, year, and page range. The DOI or URL is
appended at the end.

A typical entry with a DOI would be: Smith, John. 2023. "Digital Humanities
and Literary Studies." Digital Scholarship Quarterly 10 (1): 45–60.
https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2023.987654.

If no DOI is available, a stable URL should be used: White, Emily. 2021. "The
Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Communications Studies Review
30 (2): 88–105. https://www.examplejournal.com/article/12345.

Common Journal Citation Challenges

Navigating Chicago style journal citation guidelines can present several
common challenges, especially with the increasing prevalence of online



resources and varying publication formats. Familiarizing yourself with these
potential pitfalls can help ensure accuracy in your citations.

Handling Articles with Multiple Authors

Citing articles with multiple authors requires adherence to specific rules in
both notes and author-date systems. For the notes-bibliography system, the
first author is listed with their full name, followed by "and" and the second
author's name. For subsequent authors beyond two, often "et al." is used,
especially in the bibliography. In the author-date system, all authors are
typically listed in the reference list up to a certain number, often defined
by the specific edition of CMOS, with "et al." used in subsequent citations
if necessary. Always consult the latest edition of CMOS for precise rules on
author attribution.

Citing Special Journal Issues

Special issues of journals, often guest-edited, require a specific citation
format. When citing an article within a special issue, it is often beneficial
to indicate that it is part of a special number. This might involve adding
"Special Issue" or similar phrasing after the journal title or in the notes.
The editor(s) of the special issue might also be included in the citation,
particularly if they are central to the publication's identity.

Using DOIs and URLs Correctly

Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) are permanent links that help readers
access journal articles online. When a DOI is available, it should always be
used in citations as it is more reliable than a regular URL, which can
change. Chicago style provides specific formatting for DOIs, usually
presented as a hyperlink. If no DOI is available, a stable URL is the next
best option. Ensure the URL is functional and leads directly to the article.

Ensuring Consistency and Accuracy

The most critical aspect of any citation style, including Chicago, is
consistency and accuracy. This means applying the chosen system (notes-
bibliography or author-date) uniformly throughout your work and meticulously
checking all bibliographic details against the original sources. Attention to
punctuation, capitalization, and the order of elements is paramount.
Regularly reviewing your citations against the official Chicago Manual of
Style or reliable online resources can prevent errors.



Citing Peer-Reviewed Journals

When citing peer-reviewed journal articles, the process is the same as for
any other scholarly journal. The emphasis remains on providing accurate
bibliographic information that allows readers to locate the source. The peer-
review status itself doesn't alter the citation format but underscores the
academic credibility of the source being cited according to Chicago style
journal citation guidelines.

The Importance of Page Numbers

Accurate page numbers are essential in any citation. For direct quotes, the
precise page number is mandatory. Even when paraphrasing or summarizing,
providing the page number is often recommended in Chicago style notes to help
readers find the relevant section of the text. In the author-date system,
page numbers are crucial for direct quotations cited in-text.

Variations in Journal Formatting

It's important to note that while CMOS provides clear guidelines, journals
themselves might have slight stylistic preferences. However, when writing for
an academic context where Chicago style is specified, adherence to the
manual's rules is paramount. If a journal's submission guidelines conflict
with CMOS, clarify which style to follow with your editor or instructor.

Revisiting Chicago Style Journal Citation Guidelines

Mastering Chicago style journal citation guidelines is an ongoing process.
The clarity and detail provided in this style manual aim to enhance the
credibility and accessibility of scholarly work. By understanding the nuances
of both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, and by paying close
attention to the specific elements required for journal article citations,
writers can effectively contribute to academic discourse.









FAQ: Chicago Style Journal Citation Guidelines

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago
style for journal citations?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text.
The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations,
allowing for more detailed annotations, while the author-date system uses
brief in-text parenthetical citations that point to a full reference list at
the end of the document.

Q: When citing a journal article in Chicago style
notes, should I include the issue number if it's
available?
A: Yes, if an issue number is provided by the journal, it should generally be
included in your Chicago style journal citation. It helps pinpoint the exact
location of the article, especially in journals that are published
frequently.

Q: How do I cite a journal article with more than
two authors in the Chicago author-date reference
list?
A: For the Chicago author-date system's reference list, you typically list
all authors up to a certain number (check the latest CMOS edition for the
exact limit, often six). If there are more authors than the specified limit,
you list the first six authors followed by "et al."

Q: Is a DOI always required for online journal
articles in Chicago style citations?
A: A DOI is strongly preferred when available for online journal articles. It
provides a stable and permanent link to the article. If a DOI is not
available, then a stable URL should be provided.

Q: How do I cite a special issue of a journal in
Chicago style?
A: When citing an article from a special issue of a journal in Chicago style,
you may include information about the special issue, such as its title or



guest editor, after the journal title. Consult the specific edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style for the most precise formatting.

Q: What is the correct way to format the article
title in a Chicago style journal citation?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, the article title is enclosed in
quotation marks. In the author-date system's reference list, the article
title is typically not in quotation marks or italicized, though the journal
title is italicized.

Q: Can I use abbreviations for journal titles in
Chicago style citations?
A: Generally, Chicago style prefers full journal titles unless a specific
abbreviation is widely recognized and understood within the discipline.
Consistency is key, so if you choose to abbreviate, do so consistently.

Q: How do page numbers differ in Chicago style
journal citations between print and online sources?
A: The inclusion and formatting of page numbers are similar for both print
and online journal articles. You'll include the specific page number(s) for
direct quotes and the range of pages for the entire article. The method of
access (print or online) is indicated by the presence of a DOI or URL.
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