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Understanding Chicago Style Indirect Quoting

chicago style indirect quoting examples are crucial for academic and professional
writing, ensuring proper attribution and maintaining the integrity of your research. Indirect
quotes, also known as paraphrases or summaries, rephrase the ideas of another author in
your own words. Mastering this technique in Chicago style involves understanding specific
citation rules for both the notes and bibliography. This article delves deep into the nuances
of indirect quoting within the Chicago Manual of Style, providing clear examples for various
scenarios. We will explore how to accurately represent source material without direct
quotation, focusing on the mechanics of in-text citations (notes) and full bibliographic
entries. Furthermore, we will examine common pitfalls and best practices to help you avoid
plagiarism and enhance the credibility of your work.
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Why Use Indirect Quotes?

Indirect quotes offer several distinct advantages in academic and professional writing.
Primarily, they allow writers to integrate source material seamlessly into their own prose,
demonstrating a deeper understanding of the original text. By rephrasing ideas, you can
adapt the information to fit the flow and argument of your paper more effectively than a
block quote might allow. This also showcases your ability to synthesize information from
various sources, a key skill in scholarly endeavors. Furthermore, paraphrasing can often be
more concise than quoting directly, helping you to maintain a focused and efficient writing
style.

Moreover, relying solely on direct quotations can make your writing sound disjointed and
overly reliant on the voices of others. Indirect quoting empowers you to present research
findings and expert opinions as part of your own narrative. This not only strengthens your
argument but also helps to establish your own voice as a researcher and thinker. The
process of paraphrasing forces you to engage critically with the source material, ensuring
you truly grasp its meaning before conveying it to your audience.

Basic Structure of Chicago Style Indirect Quotes

The fundamental principle of indirect quoting in Chicago style, as in most citation systems,
is to accurately attribute the original idea to its source. This involves rephrasing the
author's concept or statement in your own words and sentence structure. It is crucial that
the rephrased content does not merely substitute a few words here and there; it must be a
genuine transformation of the original phrasing. After presenting the paraphrased
information within your text, you must follow it with an appropriate in-text citation, typically
in the form of a numbered footnote or endnote.

The goal is to integrate the source's ideas smoothly into your own writing without
interrupting the reader's flow. You might introduce the paraphrased idea with phrases like
"According to Dr. Smith," or "As historian Jane Doe argues," followed by your rephrased
content. The key is to ensure that your readers can easily distinguish between your own
thoughts and those borrowed from another author. Following this with a note number that
corresponds to a more detailed citation in your notes or bibliography is non-negotiable for
academic integrity.

In-Text Citation (Notes) for Indirect Quotes

In Chicago style, in-text citations for indirect quotes are handled through numbered notes,
which can be either footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the page) or endnotes
(appearing at the end of the document). The first time you reference a particular source
within your paper, you will provide a full citation in the corresponding note. Subsequent
references to the same source will use a shortened form, making it easier for readers to
track your sources without redundant information.



First Reference Notes

When you introduce a source for the first time, whether through a direct quote or an
indirect quote, you provide a comprehensive note. For an indirect quote, this note will
include essential bibliographic information such as the author's name, the title of the work,
and specific page numbers where the idea can be found. This detailed information allows
the reader to locate the original source easily. The format for these notes closely mirrors
the entries in your bibliography but may differ slightly in punctuation and order.

For example, if you are paraphrasing an idea from a book by Michael Pollan, the first
reference note might look like this:

1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New
York: Penguin Press, 2006), 99.

If you are paraphrasing from a journal article by Sarah V. Jones, the note would be
formatted similarly:

2. Sarah V. Jones, "The Impact of Urbanization on Avian Migration Patterns," Journal of
Ornithology 45, no. 2 (2018): 150.

Subsequent Reference Notes

Once a source has been fully cited in a previous note, subsequent references to that same
source use a condensed format. This shortened note typically includes the author's last
name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish from other works by the
same author), and the specific page number(s). This brevity streamlines your text and
reduces redundancy, making your notes more efficient.

Following the previous examples, subsequent notes for the same sources would appear as:

3. Pollan, Omnivore's Dilemma, 125.

4. Jones, "Urbanization and Avian Migration," 155.

If you are referencing a source that has already been cited and you are referring to the
exact same page as the previous note, you can omit the page number entirely for
subsequent notes. However, it is generally good practice to include it for clarity, especially
if you are quoting or paraphrasing different ideas from various pages within the same
source.



Bibliography Entries for Indirect Quotes

The bibliography, or works cited list, appears at the end of your paper and provides a
complete alphabetical list of all the sources you have consulted and cited in your notes. For
indirect quotes, the bibliography entry serves as the full bibliographic record for the source
from which the paraphrased information was drawn. The format of these entries varies
depending on the type of source material.

Books

When paraphrasing from a book, your bibliography entry will include the author's full name
(last name first), the complete title of the book in italics, publication information (city of
publication, publisher, and year), and potentially page numbers if you are referencing a
specific edition or section. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) offers specific punctuation
and ordering guidelines that must be followed precisely.

A typical book entry for an indirectly quoted source would be:

Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New York:
Penguin Press, 2006.

It is important to note that while notes often include specific page numbers for paraphrased
ideas, the bibliography entry usually lists the entire work. However, if you are citing a
specific chapter or section, you might include that information. The primary function of the
bibliography is to enable readers to find the source in its entirety.

Journal Articles

Paraphrasing from academic journal articles requires a specific bibliographic format. This
includes the author's full name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in
italics, volume and issue numbers, publication year, and page numbers for the entire
article. The accuracy of these details is vital for the reader's ability to locate the journal
article.

An example of a journal article entry in the bibliography would be:

Jones, Sarah V. "The Impact of Urbanization on Avian Migration Patterns." Journal of
Ornithology 45, no. 2 (2018): 145–162.

Remember that even if you only paraphrased a single sentence or idea from the article, the
bibliography entry refers to the complete article itself, allowing for full retrieval of the
source by your readers.



Websites

Citing online sources in Chicago style, particularly for indirect quotes, can be more complex
due to the varying nature of web content. The bibliography entry should include the author
(if available), the title of the specific page or article, the name of the website, the
publication or last updated date, and a URL. It is also often recommended to include an
access date, as web content can change.

A typical website entry might look like this:

National Park Service. "About Us." Last modified October 26, 2023.
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/index.htm.

When paraphrasing from a website, it is crucial to capture the most specific information
available. If an author is not listed, you begin with the title of the page or article. If no
publication or update date is present, you might use "n.d." (no date), but an access date is
still highly recommended to mark when you viewed the content.

Handling Multiple Sources

Effectively incorporating indirect quotes from multiple sources requires careful organization
and precise citation. Each distinct idea or piece of information borrowed from a different
source needs its own corresponding note. This means if you paraphrase three separate
ideas from three different books in a single paragraph, each of those paraphrases must be
followed by its own unique note number, linked to the specific source.

Furthermore, when compiling your bibliography, ensure that every source cited in your
notes is included in the bibliography, and vice versa. This cross-referencing is a cornerstone
of good scholarly practice. Organizing your notes and bibliography alphabetically by
author’s last name (for the bibliography) and sequentially by note number (for the notes)
ensures clarity and accessibility for your readers, allowing them to easily trace your
research lineage.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

One of the most significant mistakes when using indirect quotes is accidental plagiarism.
This can occur if the paraphrase is too close to the original wording or structure, even if you
include a citation. It is imperative that the rephrased content is substantially different from
the original source. Another common error is forgetting to cite at all, or citing inaccurately.
Even a minor omission in your notes or bibliography can lead to misattribution.

Additionally, some writers make the mistake of paraphrasing too much, burying their own
voice and argument under a sea of borrowed ideas. The purpose of research is to build



upon existing knowledge, not simply to report it. Ensure that your indirect quotes serve
your argument and are integrated thoughtfully, rather than merely filling space. Finally,
inconsistent formatting of notes and bibliography entries, deviating from Chicago style
guidelines, can detract from the professionalism and credibility of your work.

Advanced Chicago Style Indirect Quoting
Scenarios

Dealing with indirect quotes from sources that have secondary citations can present unique
challenges. If an author you are reading (Author A) quotes another author (Author B), and
you wish to paraphrase what Author B said, but you are only accessing Author B's words
through Author A's publication, Chicago style recommends citing both authors. In your
notes, you would indicate that Author B is cited in Author A's work. The bibliography entry,
however, would typically list only the source you directly consulted (Author A).

For instance, if you are paraphrasing a statement by John Locke as presented in an article
by historian Jane Doe, your note might look like this:

5. John Locke, quoted in Jane Doe, "Enlightenment Philosophy and Modern
Governance," Political Science Quarterly 102, no. 1 (2020): 78.

In your bibliography, you would only list Jane Doe's article, as that is the source you
physically used. This approach maintains accuracy and acknowledges the original source
while respecting the citation practices of the source you directly engaged with.

Another advanced scenario involves paraphrasing from edited volumes where multiple
authors contribute chapters. Similar to books, you would cite the specific chapter and
author in your notes, and your bibliography entry would detail the edited volume, including
the editor(s) and the specific chapter title and author. Accuracy in identifying the exact
source of the paraphrased idea is paramount.

For example, if you paraphrase an idea from a chapter by Robert Johnson in an edited book
by Emily Carter:

6. Robert Johnson, "The Evolution of Renaissance Art," in Perspectives on European
Art, ed. Emily Carter (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2019), 112.

The corresponding bibliography entry would be:

Johnson, Robert. "The Evolution of Renaissance Art." In Perspectives on European Art,
edited by Emily Carter, 105–125. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2019.

These advanced examples highlight the importance of meticulous attention to detail when
citing any source, especially when paraphrasing, to ensure academic integrity and provide



clear pathways for your readers to verify your information.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a direct
quote and an indirect quote in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in the presentation. A direct quote uses the exact wording of
the original source, enclosed in quotation marks, and is followed by a citation. An indirect
quote, or paraphrase, rephrases the original idea in your own words and sentence
structure, and is also followed by a citation, typically a note number.

Q: Why is it important to cite indirect quotes in Chicago
style?
A: It is crucial to cite indirect quotes to give credit to the original author for their ideas,
avoid plagiarism, and allow your readers to locate the source of the information if they wish
to explore it further. Proper citation maintains academic integrity.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers in Chicago style
notes for indirect quotes?
A: Yes, it is highly recommended to include specific page numbers in Chicago style notes
for indirect quotes. This helps readers pinpoint the exact location within the source where
the paraphrased idea can be found, which is essential for verification.

Q: How does the Chicago style handle subsequent notes
for indirect quotes from the same source?
A: For subsequent notes referring to the same source, Chicago style uses a shortened
format that typically includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the work (if
necessary), and the page number. This avoids redundancy and makes the notes more
concise.

Q: Can I use indirect quotes for statistics or factual data
in Chicago style?
A: Absolutely. Indirect quotes are ideal for incorporating factual data, statistics, or any
information that you want to present in your own words rather than quoting verbatim.
Always cite the source of the data.



Q: What if the source I'm paraphrasing is a website with
no author listed?
A: If a website source lacks an author, begin the citation with the title of the page or article.
In your bibliography, you will also list the website name and URL. Ensure you consult the
latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for specific formatting nuances.

Q: Is it acceptable to paraphrase an entire chapter or
book in one indirect quote in Chicago style?
A: While you can paraphrase entire chapters or books, it is generally better to break down
complex ideas into smaller, more digestible paraphrased sections, each with its own
citation if necessary. This ensures clarity and demonstrates a nuanced understanding.
However, a single note can cover multiple paraphrased points from the same page or a
short section if they are closely related.

Q: What is the difference in citation format for indirect
quotes in footnotes versus endnotes in Chicago style?
A: The format for footnotes and endnotes is generally the same. The primary difference is
their placement: footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference occurs,
while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document. Both utilize numbered citations.

Chicago Style Indirect Quoting Examples

Chicago Style Indirect Quoting Examples

Related Articles
chicago style for writers
chicago style manual for dissertation manuscript formatting
chicago style formatting software recommended

Back to Home

https://www.chem.study/textbooks-031/chicago-style-indirect-quoting-examples.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-031/chicago-style-for-writers.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-031/chicago-style-manual-for-dissertation-manuscript-formatting.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-031/chicago-style-formatting-software-recommended.pdf
https://www.chem.study

