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Understanding Chicago Style Indirect Quote Examples: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style indirect quote examples are crucial for academic and professional writing, offering a

nuanced way to integrate source material without directly replicating the original wording. This guide

delves into the intricacies of using indirect quotes, also known as paraphrases or reported speech,

according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). We will explore when and why to employ indirect

quotes, the essential components of correctly citing them, and provide numerous practical examples to

illustrate these principles. Mastering indirect quotations is vital for maintaining academic integrity,

enhancing the flow of your writing, and effectively synthesizing information from various sources. This

article will cover the fundamental rules, common pitfalls, and best practices for incorporating

paraphrased material seamlessly and accurately within your Chicago-style documents.
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What is an Indirect Quote in Chicago Style?

An indirect quote, often referred to as paraphrasing or reported speech, involves restating the ideas or



information from a source in your own words. Unlike direct quotations, which reproduce the source's

exact wording within quotation marks, indirect quotes aim to convey the essence of the original

statement while adapting it to the writer's own sentence structure and vocabulary. In the context of the

Chicago Manual of Style, the primary goal of using an indirect quote is to integrate the source's

concept or finding smoothly into your own narrative, demonstrating your understanding and analysis of

the material without disrupting the text with lengthy verbatim passages.

The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes that the responsibility for accurate representation lies with

the paraphraser. This means not only conveying the meaning correctly but also ensuring that the

summarized content does not imply a personal endorsement or interpretation that diverges from the

original author's intent. When paraphrasing, it's essential to go beyond simply rearranging words; it

requires a deep comprehension of the source material and the ability to explain it concisely and

clearly, aligning with the surrounding text.

When to Use Indirect Quotes

Indirect quotes are a versatile tool in academic and professional writing, serving multiple purposes to

enhance the clarity and effectiveness of your arguments. Their strategic use can significantly improve

the readability and analytical depth of your work.

Summarizing and Synthesizing Information

One of the most common reasons to use an indirect quote is to summarize or synthesize information

from one or multiple sources. When you need to present the main idea of a paragraph, chapter, or

even an entire work without getting bogged down in the specifics of direct language, paraphrasing is

ideal. This technique allows you to condense complex arguments into more digestible points that fit

seamlessly within your own discussion, thereby demonstrating your ability to extract and present core

concepts.



Integrating Source Material Smoothly

Direct quotes, especially longer ones, can sometimes disrupt the flow of your writing. Indirect quotes

allow you to weave the ideas of your sources into your own sentences, maintaining a consistent voice

and rhythm. This creates a more cohesive and engaging reading experience for your audience, as the

source material feels like a natural extension of your own thoughts rather than an interruption.

Explaining Complex Concepts

If a source explains a concept in a way that is particularly technical or jargon-filled, you might choose

to paraphrase it in simpler terms to make it more accessible to your readers. This demonstrates your

understanding by showing you can translate complex ideas into a form that your audience can readily

grasp, while still giving credit to the original source of the information.

Avoiding Overuse of Direct Quotations

Relying too heavily on direct quotes can make your writing appear as a patchwork of other people's

words rather than your own analysis. By employing indirect quotes, you showcase your own critical

engagement with the material, using your voice to present the source's ideas and then building upon

them with your own insights and arguments.

Key Elements of Chicago Style Indirect Quotes

Properly executing indirect quotes in Chicago style involves more than just putting someone else's

ideas into your own words; it requires specific citation practices to ensure academic integrity and

proper attribution. Adhering to these elements is fundamental for avoiding plagiarism and presenting a



credible piece of work.

Attribution of the Source

Every indirect quote must be clearly attributed to its original source. This means indicating who stated

the idea or presented the information. In Chicago style, this is typically done through a parenthetical

citation or a footnote/endnote, depending on the chosen citation system (notes and bibliography or

author-date).

Mentioning the Author and/or Work

The citation needs to provide enough information for the reader to locate the original source. This

usually involves mentioning the author's last name. If your text already identifies the author, a

subsequent parenthetical citation might be simplified, but the initial mention or the full note is crucial.

For example, "According to Smith..." or a footnote referencing Smith's work.

Providing Page Numbers (Often Recommended)

While Chicago style is flexible, it strongly recommends including page numbers for indirect quotes,

especially when paraphrasing specific ideas or arguments from a particular part of a source. This

allows readers to pinpoint the exact location of the idea in the original text, which is invaluable for

verification and further research. The format for this will vary slightly between the notes-and-

bibliography and author-date systems.



Ensuring Accurate Representation of Meaning

Perhaps the most critical element is accurately conveying the meaning of the original source. An

indirect quote should not distort, misrepresent, or alter the author's intent. It must be a faithful

summary or restatement of the idea, even if the words and sentence structure are entirely different.

Integrating Indirect Quotes into Your Text

The art of integrating indirect quotes lies in making them feel like a natural extension of your own

prose. This involves thoughtful sentence construction and clear introductory phrasing to guide the

reader.

Using Introductory Phrases

Start by introducing the paraphrase with a phrase that signals to the reader that you are about to

present someone else's idea. Common introductory phrases include:

According to [Author's Last Name]...

[Author's Last Name] argues that...

As [Author's Last Name] explains...

It has been suggested by [Author's Last Name] that...

[Author's Last Name] points out...



These phrases provide context and credit the source immediately, preparing the reader for the

information that follows. The choice of verb (argues, explains, suggests, points out) can also subtly

indicate the nature of the source's contribution to your argument.

Connecting to Your Own Argument

An indirect quote should not stand alone. It must be connected to your own analysis or argument. After

presenting the paraphrased idea, use your own words to explain its significance, relate it to other

points, or critique it. This demonstrates your critical engagement with the source material.

For instance, you might follow a paraphrase with a sentence like, "This assertion is crucial because it

challenges the prevailing assumption that..." or "Smith's observation supports my thesis by highlighting

the overlooked economic factors." This integration shows how the source's idea contributes to your

overall discussion.

Varying Sentence Structure

To maintain a dynamic and engaging writing style, vary how you introduce and integrate your indirect

quotes. Avoid using the same introductory phrase repeatedly. Experiment with sentence structures to

ensure the paraphrased material flows smoothly with your own sentences. For example, you could

place the attribution at the end of the sentence: "The phenomenon can be understood as a direct

result of evolving market demands [Author, Page]." This variation keeps the reader interested and

prevents monotony.



Common Mistakes to Avoid with Indirect Quotes

While paraphrasing is a valuable skill, several common mistakes can undermine its effectiveness and

lead to issues with academic integrity. Being aware of these pitfalls is crucial for producing high-

quality, properly cited work.

Patchwriting

Patchwriting is a subtle form of plagiarism where a writer changes a few words or rearranges the

sentence structure of a source but retains much of the original wording and phrasing. This is not true

paraphrasing, as it still too closely resembles the original text. True paraphrasing requires a significant

rephrasing of the idea in your own words and sentence structure.

Inaccurate Representation of Meaning

A fundamental error is to misrepresent the original author's meaning. This can happen through a

misunderstanding of the source material or an attempt to twist the author's words to fit your argument.

It is essential to ensure that your paraphrase accurately reflects the author's intent and provides a

faithful summary of their idea.

Forgetting Citations

The most significant error is failing to cite an indirect quote altogether. Even if you have rephrased the

idea extensively, if it originated from another source, it must be attributed. Omitting a citation, whether

intentional or accidental, constitutes plagiarism and can have serious academic consequences.



Over-reliance on Source Vocabulary

Another mistake is to use too many of the original source's distinctive words or phrases without

quotation marks, even if the sentence structure is altered. While you are discussing the author's ideas,

the phrasing should primarily be your own. If specific terminology is essential, it may be appropriate to

use a direct quote and enclose it in quotation marks, or clearly indicate the source of the specific

phrasing.

Chicago Style Indirect Quote Examples: Direct vs. Indirect

To fully grasp the nuances of indirect quotes in Chicago style, it's beneficial to compare them directly

with their direct quotation counterparts. This comparison highlights the differences in presentation and

emphasizes the importance of accurate paraphrasing and citation.

Example 1: Simple Statement

Original Sentence: "The rapid advancement of technology has fundamentally altered communication

patterns worldwide."

Direct Quote (Chicago Style - Notes & Bibliography):

The author states that "the rapid advancement of technology has fundamentally altered communication

patterns worldwide."1

1 [Full citation in footnote/endnote]

Indirect Quote (Chicago Style - Notes & Bibliography):

According to [Author's Last Name], the swift progress in technology has profoundly changed how



people communicate globally.2

2 [Author's Last Name], [Title of Work], [Page Number].

Indirect Quote (Chicago Style - Author-Date):

The swift progress in technology has profoundly changed how people communicate globally ([Author's

Last Name] Year, Page Number).

Example 2: Argumentative Point

Original Sentence: "Critics argue that the proposed legislation fails to address the root causes of

economic inequality, instead offering superficial solutions."

Direct Quote (Chicago Style - Notes & Bibliography):

The critique of the legislation is clear: "Critics argue that the proposed legislation fails to address the

root causes of economic inequality, instead offering superficial solutions."3

3 [Full citation in footnote/endnote]

Indirect Quote (Chicago Style - Notes & Bibliography):

[Author's Last Name] contends that the proposed legislation is inadequate because it does not tackle

the fundamental issues driving economic inequality, opting instead for superficial remedies.4

4 [Author's Last Name], [Title of Work], [Page Number].

Indirect Quote (Chicago Style - Author-Date):

The proposed legislation is inadequate because it does not tackle the fundamental issues driving

economic inequality, opting instead for superficial remedies ([Author's Last Name] Year, Page

Number).



Example 3: Data Interpretation

Original Sentence: "The survey data revealed a statistically significant increase in consumer confidence

following the central bank's policy adjustments."

Direct Quote (Chicago Style - Notes & Bibliography):

The research indicated that "the survey data revealed a statistically significant increase in consumer

confidence following the central bank's policy adjustments."5

5 [Full citation in footnote/endnote]

Indirect Quote (Chicago Style - Notes & Bibliography):

[Author's Last Name]'s analysis of the survey data showed a significant rise in consumer confidence

after the central bank altered its policies.6

6 [Author's Last Name], [Title of Work], [Page Number].

Indirect Quote (Chicago Style - Author-Date):

Analysis of the survey data showed a significant rise in consumer confidence after the central bank

altered its policies ([Author's Last Name] Year, Page Number).

Advanced Chicago Style Indirect Quote Scenarios

While the basic principles of indirect quoting are straightforward, certain scenarios require more careful

consideration to ensure accuracy and adherence to Chicago style. These situations often involve

nuanced ideas or multiple sources.



Paraphrasing Complex Arguments

When paraphrasing a complex argument with multiple interconnected points, it's essential to break it

down into its core components. Ensure that each component is accurately represented in your own

words and that the logical flow of the original argument is maintained. You might need to use several

sentences to effectively paraphrase a single complex idea from a source, ensuring that each

paraphrased element is clearly linked back to the original author.

Integrating Ideas from Multiple Sources

Synthesizing information from several sources into a single indirect quote requires careful organization

and clear attribution. If you are combining ideas from different authors on a similar topic, you must cite

each distinct idea or claim to its original source. For example, you might write, "While Researcher A

emphasizes the environmental impact (Author A, Page), Researcher B focuses on the economic

implications (Author B, Page)." This clearly delineates who is responsible for which point.

Reporting Speech in Interviews or Oral Histories

When reporting on interviews or oral histories, indirect quotes are often used to summarize the

speaker's statements. Even here, it's crucial to maintain the speaker's intended meaning. If the

speaker used specific jargon or had a particular turn of phrase that is central to their point, you might

consider using a direct quote for that specific element, or carefully paraphrase it while ensuring its

original nuance is not lost. Always attribute the spoken words to the interviewee.

When the Source is Difficult to Access or Understand



If you are referencing a source that is not readily available or is written in a highly specialized

language, it is even more important to ensure your paraphrased representation is accurate. If possible,

consult secondary sources that discuss the primary source or seek clarification from experts. When

you must paraphrase such material, be exceptionally precise and consider using footnotes to add a

brief explanation of any challenges in interpretation.

The practice of using indirect quotes in Chicago style is a cornerstone of scholarly communication,

demanding precision, clarity, and unwavering integrity. By diligently applying the principles of accurate

restatement, thorough attribution, and thoughtful integration, writers can effectively leverage the ideas

of others to enrich their own work. Understanding the distinctions between direct and indirect quotes,

avoiding common pitfalls like patchwriting, and mastering advanced scenarios ensures that your

research is both comprehensive and ethically sound. Ultimately, the skillful use of indirect quotations

elevates your writing from a mere compilation of facts to a sophisticated dialogue with existing

knowledge, contributing meaningfully to your field.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a direct quote and an

indirect quote in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in the wording. A direct quote reproduces the source's exact words,

enclosed in quotation marks. An indirect quote, or paraphrase, rephrases the source's idea in your

own words and sentence structure, without quotation marks. Both require proper citation in Chicago

style.

Q: Must I always include page numbers for indirect quotes in Chicago



style?

A: While Chicago style is somewhat flexible, it strongly recommends including page numbers for

indirect quotes. This is particularly important when you are paraphrasing a specific idea or piece of

information from a particular section of a source, as it helps readers locate the original content easily.

Q: How do I avoid plagiarism when using indirect quotes in Chicago

style?

A: To avoid plagiarism, ensure you completely rephrase the source material in your own words and

sentence structure, and always provide a clear citation for the original source, whether through

footnotes/endnotes or parenthetical citations, depending on your chosen Chicago style system.

Q: Can I use indirect quotes to summarize a whole book or article?

A: Yes, indirect quotes are excellent for summarizing longer works. However, you still need to attribute

the summary to the author and the source. For very extensive summaries or analyses of an entire

work, you might refer to the work as a whole in your citation rather than a specific page number,

though a specific page number is still often preferred if a particular argument is being highlighted.

Q: What happens if I change only a few words from the original text in

my indirect quote?

A: Changing only a few words while keeping the original sentence structure is known as patchwriting,

which is considered a form of plagiarism. True indirect quoting requires a significant rephrasing and

restructuring of the source material in your own words.



Q: How does the citation format for indirect quotes differ between the

notes-and-bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style?

A: In the notes-and-bibliography system, indirect quotes are typically cited using footnotes or endnotes.

In the author-date system, indirect quotes are cited parenthetically within the text, including the

author's last name, the year of publication, and the page number.

Q: Is it acceptable to use an indirect quote if the original source's

language is particularly elegant or precise?

A: If the original wording is exceptionally precise or elegant and integral to your point, it might be better

to use a direct quote and enclose it in quotation marks. However, if you choose to paraphrase, ensure

you capture the essence accurately, and consider mentioning the stylistic quality in your analysis.

Q: How can I tell if my indirect quote accurately represents the

source's meaning?

A: Reread your paraphrase alongside the original text. Ask yourself if the author would agree with your

representation. If there's any doubt, or if your paraphrase sounds too much like the original, you likely

need to revise it further or consider using a direct quote.
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