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Understanding Chicago Style Indirect Quotation Examples

chicago style indirect quotation examples are fundamental for academic and
professional writing, ensuring clarity and proper attribution when you paraphrase or
summarize someone else's ideas. Unlike direct quotations, which reproduce exact wording,
indirect quotations convey the essence of another's statement in your own words.
Mastering this technique is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and for accurately integrating
sources into your work. This article will delve into the nuances of Chicago style indirect
quotations, offering comprehensive examples, explaining the mechanics of citation, and
highlighting best practices for their effective use in various academic contexts. We will
explore the key differences between direct and indirect quotes, demonstrate how to
properly signal and cite paraphrased information, and discuss common pitfalls to avoid.
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Understanding Indirect Quotations in Chicago Style

An indirect quotation, often referred to as paraphrasing or summarizing, involves restating
another author's ideas, arguments, or information in your own words. The core of an
indirect quotation lies in capturing the original meaning without copying the original
phrasing. This is a vital skill in academic writing, allowing writers to synthesize information
from multiple sources, integrate evidence smoothly into their own arguments, and
demonstrate a deep understanding of the material. In Chicago style, while the exact words
aren't reproduced, the attribution of the idea remains paramount.

The Purpose of Indirect Quotations

Indirect quotations serve several key purposes in scholarly work. They allow for
conciseness, enabling writers to condense lengthy passages into a more digestible form
that directly supports their thesis. Furthermore, paraphrasing demonstrates a writer's
ability to process and interpret information, rather than simply compiling direct quotes. It
also helps to maintain a consistent authorial voice throughout the paper, preventing the
text from becoming a patchwork of different styles and tones. When used effectively,
indirect quotations make an argument more cohesive and persuasive.

Distinguishing Indirect from Direct Quotations

The primary distinction between indirect and direct quotations is the verbatim reproduction
of text. A direct quotation uses quotation marks to enclose the exact words from the



source. An indirect quotation, on the other hand, rephrases the source material entirely.
While both require clear attribution in Chicago style, the presentation differs significantly.
Understanding this difference is the first step to correctly implementing indirect quotations.

The Mechanics of Chicago Style Indirect Quotations

Implementing indirect quotations in Chicago style involves careful attention to both how
you present the information and how you cite it. The goal is to inform your reader not only
about the content of the source but also about its origin. This ensures academic integrity
and allows readers to locate the original source if they wish to explore it further.

Rephrasing and Summarizing Effectively

The act of indirect quotation is fundamentally about skillful rephrasing and summarization.
This means going beyond simply changing a few words. It requires a thorough
understanding of the original text and the ability to articulate its meaning using a different
sentence structure and vocabulary. When paraphrasing, try to explain the concept as if you
were teaching it to someone else. This often leads to a more natural and accurate
rephrasing.

Incorporating Paraphrased Information

When incorporating paraphrased information into your own writing, it should flow
seamlessly with your existing text. Introduce the idea and then present the paraphrase,
ensuring it directly supports your point. Avoid abrupt transitions. The paraphrased material
should serve your argument, not dominate it. Think of it as weaving the ideas of others into
the fabric of your own narrative.

Common Scenarios for Indirect Quotations

Indirect quotations are versatile and can be used in a variety of academic writing situations.
Recognizing these scenarios can help you determine when paraphrasing or summarizing is
the most appropriate method for integrating source material.

Explaining Complex Concepts

When a source explains a complex theory, process, or idea, an indirect quotation can be an
excellent way to simplify it for your audience. You can break down the core components of
the concept and present them in a clear, concise manner that aligns with your own writing

style. This is particularly useful when the original wording is dense or highly technical.

Presenting Factual Data or Statistics

If you are referring to data, statistics, or factual findings from a source, an indirect
quotation is typically preferred over a direct quotation. You can state the data or finding in
your own words, attributing the discovery or collection of that data to the original author.
For instance, instead of quoting a sentence about a survey result, you might state that
"Smith's 2023 study found that 75% of respondents preferred X over Y."

Referring to an Author's General Argument



When you want to discuss an author's overarching argument or a key point they make
without needing to quote a specific passage, an indirect quotation is ideal. You can
summarize their position or thesis statement concisely, giving credit to the author. This
demonstrates your comprehension of their overall contribution to the topic.

Citation Requirements for Indirect Quotations

In Chicago style, proper citation is non-negotiable for all sources, including those used for
indirect quotations. The method of citation depends on whether you are using the Notes
and Bibliography or the Author-Date system. However, the principle remains the same:
attribute the idea to its original source.

The Notes and Bibliography System

Under the Notes and Bibliography system, indirect quotations are typically cited using
footnotes or endnotes. A superscript number is placed at the end of the sentence or clause
containing the paraphrased information. This number corresponds to an entry in your
bibliography. The note itself will include the author, a shortened title, and the relevant page
number(s) where the information can be found.

The Author-Date System

In the Author-Date system, indirect quotations are cited parenthetically within the text. The
citation usually includes the author's last name, the year of publication, and the page
number(s) if applicable. For example: (Smith 2023, 45). Like the notes system, a full
bibliographic entry for the source must appear in your reference list at the end of the

paper.
When Page Numbers Are Necessary

While not always strictly mandatory for every paraphrase, including page numbers for
indirect quotations is considered good practice in Chicago style, especially when you are
referencing a specific piece of information, data, or a particular argument from a source.
Page numbers help your reader pinpoint the exact location of the information you are
referencing, thereby facilitating verification and further research. This is particularly crucial
for lengthy works or when the specific idea might be found in a defined section.

Best Practices for Using Chicago Style Indirect Quotations

Adhering to best practices ensures that your use of indirect quotations is both effective and
academically sound. These guidelines will help you integrate source material smoothly and
ethically into your writing.

Maintain Original Meaning

The most critical aspect of indirect quotation is preserving the original meaning of the
source material. When paraphrasing, ensure that you haven't distorted or misinterpreted
the author's intent. Reread your paraphrase alongside the original passage to confirm

accuracy.

Use Your Own Voice



While you are conveying someone else's idea, the surrounding text and the way you
introduce and integrate the paraphrase should be in your own voice. Avoid using too many
phrases or sentence structures from the original source, as this can inadvertently lead to
unintentional plagiarism.

Cite Every Instance

Every time you present an idea that is not your own original thought, you must cite it. This
applies to direct quotations, paraphrases, and summaries. Failing to cite, even
unintentionally, constitutes plagiarism.

Avoid Patchwriting

Patchwriting occurs when you take an original source, change a few words, and rearrange
some phrases without truly rephrasing the idea in your own words. This is a form of
plagiarism and should be strictly avoided.

Advanced Considerations for Indirect Quotations

As you become more comfortable with indirect quotations, you may encounter situations
that require more nuanced application. Understanding these advanced considerations will
further enhance your writing proficiency.

Quoting Indirectly from a Secondary Source

When you encounter information in a secondary source that was originally presented by a
primary source, Chicago style offers a specific way to cite this. You would typically cite the
secondary source that you read, but you can also indicate that the information was
originally from another author. The Chicago Manual of Style suggests phrases like "as cited
in" or "quoted in" within your note. For example, a note might read: "John Smith, A History
of Ideas (New York: Publisher, 2010), 78, as cited in Jane Doe, Modern Interpretations
(London: Publisher, 2022), 150."

Summarizing Extended Passages

Summarizing involves condensing a larger section of text, such as a chapter or an entire
article, into a brief overview. When you summarize, you are conveying the main points and
overall argument of the source. While a page range for the entire summarized work might
be provided in the bibliography, specific page numbers for every single idea within a broad
summary are often not necessary, though it's always best to consult your instructor's
guidelines. However, if you are referencing a specific, significant point within that summary,
you should then include the relevant page number.

Indirect Quotations of Spoken Words

When indirectly quoting someone who spoke, such as in an interview or a lecture, the same
principles of paraphrasing and attribution apply. You are restating what they said in your
own words and attributing the idea to them. The citation method will depend on the format
of the spoken word (e.g., a published interview, a personal interview, a lecture recording).



Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago
style indirect quotation and a direct quotation?

A: The primary difference is that a direct quotation reproduces the exact wording from the
source, enclosed in quotation marks, while an indirect quotation (paraphrase or summary)
rephrases the source's ideas in your own words.

Q: Do | need to cite every indirect quotation in Chicago
style?

A: Yes, absolutely. Every time you use an idea, fact, or piece of information that is not your
own original thought, you must cite it in Chicago style, whether it's a direct quotation,
paraphrase, or summary.

Q: When using the Notes and Bibliography system, how
do | cite an indirect quotation?

A: You use a superscript number at the end of the sentence or clause containing the
indirect quotation. This number corresponds to a footnote or endnote that provides the
author, title, and page number(s) of the source.

Q: In the Author-Date system, what information is
included in an in-text citation for an indirect quotation?

A: The in-text citation typically includes the author's last name, the year of publication, and
the page number(s) from which the information was drawn (e.g., (Smith 2023, 45)).

Q: Is it ever acceptable to just change a few words from
the original source for an indirect quotation in Chicago
style?

A: No, this practice, known as patchwriting, is considered a form of plagiarism in Chicago
style and all academic writing. You must genuinely rephrase the idea in your own words
and sentence structure.

Q: Should I include page numbers for all indirect
quotations in Chicago style?

A: While not always mandatory for very general paraphrases, it is considered good practice
and is often required, especially when referencing specific facts, data, or arguments from a
source. Always check your instructor's specific guidelines.



Q: How do | cite information | found in one book that
was originally from another author (a secondary
source) using Chicago style indirect quotation?

A: You cite the secondary source you read but can indicate the original author using
phrases like "as cited in" or "quoted in" within your note or parenthetical citation.

Q: What is the purpose of summarizing a passage
indirectly in Chicago style?

A: Summarizing allows you to condense extensive information from a source into a brief
overview of its main points and overall argument, helping to integrate that information
smoothly into your own writing while maintaining your authorial voice.
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