chicago style in-text citations for
speeches

The article title will be provided separately.

chicago style in-text citations for speeches present a unique challenge for writers and
researchers, as spoken words often lack the formal publication details of traditional written
sources. Properly citing these ephemeral yet influential materials is crucial for academic
integrity and for allowing readers to locate the original speech. This comprehensive guide
will delve into the intricacies of Chicago style in-text citations for speeches, covering
essential elements, common scenarios, and best practices. We will explore how to identify
key information, format citations accurately, and navigate situations where complete
publication data may be unavailable, ensuring your academic work adheres to the highest
standards. Understanding these specific citation requirements will empower you to give due
credit to the speakers and their impactful words.
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Chicago Style In-Text Citations for Speeches: A
Comprehensive Guide

When engaging with academic research, accurate and consistent citation practices are
paramount. For spoken word, particularly speeches, the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
offers specific guidelines to ensure that the original source is properly acknowledged. This
section will lay the groundwork for understanding how to approach citing speeches within
the text of your paper, setting the stage for more detailed explanations of specific
formatting requirements.

Why Cite Speeches?

Citing speeches is essential for several key reasons. Firstly, it grants credit to the original



speaker, acknowledging their intellectual property and contribution to a particular
discourse. Secondly, it allows your readers to verify the information presented and to
explore the original source for themselves. This transparency builds credibility for your own
work and demonstrates a commitment to scholarly rigor. Finally, speeches, whether
historical or contemporary, often form the basis of significant arguments, policy decisions,
or cultural shifts, making their accurate attribution vital to understanding their impact.

The Difference Between Spoken and Written Sources

The primary distinction between citing speeches and more traditional written sources lies in
their accessibility and the nature of their publication. Written works, like books or articles,
typically have readily identifiable publication details such as author, title, publisher, and
date. Speeches, on the other hand, might exist only as audio or video recordings,
transcripts, or personal notes. This inherent difference often necessitates a more flexible
approach to citation, focusing on the available information to best represent the source.

Key Components of a Chicago Style In-Text
Citation for Speeches

To effectively cite a speech in Chicago style, certain core pieces of information are
required. While the exact format may vary depending on the availability of details,
understanding these fundamental elements is the first step toward accurate in-text
referencing. These components ensure that a reader can, at the very least, identify who
spoke, when, where, and in what context.

Identifying the Speaker

The speaker is the most critical element of any citation. In Chicago style, the speaker’s
name should be presented as it is commonly known or as they are identified in the original
context of the speech. For well-known figures, using their full name is standard. For less
prominent individuals, or when referring to a speech given in a specific professional
capacity, including their title or affiliation might be necessary for clarity.

The Title of the Speech (If Applicable)

Many speeches are delivered with a formal title. If a title exists and is a significant identifier
of the speech, it should be included in the citation. Titles are typically enclosed in quotation
marks. However, if the speech is widely known by a descriptive phrase rather than a formal
title (e.qg., "the Gettysburg Address"), that descriptive phrase should be used. If there is no
discernible title, it is acceptable to omit this element and rely on other identifying details.



Date of Delivery

The date on which the speech was delivered is crucial for contextualizing the event and for
precise identification. This includes the day, month, and year. Precision is key, especially
when dealing with events that might have multiple speeches or addresses delivered around
the same time. Ensuring the correct date helps differentiate the source from similar
speeches or events.

Location of Delivery

The place where the speech was given provides essential context and aids in locating the
source. This can be a city, a specific venue, or an institution. For example, citing a speech
delivered at a university would include the university's name and location. This detail helps
readers understand the audience and the circumstances surrounding the speech.

Circumstances of Delivery

Beyond the formal elements, the context in which a speech was delivered can be vital. Was
it a keynote address, a commencement speech, a political rally, or a conference
presentation? Including a brief description of the circumstances can help readers
understand the purpose and audience of the speech, enriching the citation's utility.

Common Scenarios and Formatting Examples

The way you cite a speech in Chicago style will depend heavily on the format in which you
accessed it and the information available. Understanding these common scenarios will
equip you to handle most situations with confidence and accuracy. Below are examples
illustrating different types of speech citations.

Directly Heard or Attended Speech

If you personally attended a speech, you are the primary witness. In this case, your citation
will be based on your direct experience. This is less common in academic papers unless the
speech is central to your primary research. The focus here is on identifying the speaker,
date, and place clearly.

Example:
(Speaker's Last Name, Year)

or if more detail is needed:



(Speaker's Full Name, Date of Speech, Location)

Speech Accessed via Recording (Audio or Video)

Speeches preserved on audio or video are increasingly common sources. Here, the citation
should reflect the recording's details. This often includes the speaker, title (if applicable),
date of delivery, and information about the recording itself (e.g., source of the recording,
such as a website or archive).

Example:
(Speaker's Last Name, Year of Delivery)

When the speech is part of a larger recording, such as a lecture series or a documentary,
you will need to specify that in your bibliography entry, but the in-text citation might be
simpler.

Speech Accessed via Transcript

Transcripts, whether official or unofficial, provide a written record of spoken words. Citing a
transcript requires referencing the transcript itself, often indicating its source and date of
creation or publication. If the transcript is from a specific event, you'll still include the
original delivery details.

Example:
(Speaker's Last Name, Year of Delivery)
For a transcript found online:

(Speaker's Last Name, Year of Delivery, "Title of Speech" [if applicable], Transcript URL or
Name of Website)

Speech Published in a Collection

If a speech has been published in a book or an anthology of speeches, you will cite it much
like a chapter in a book. The in-text citation will typically include the author (speaker), the
year of publication of the collection, and potentially a page number if you are referencing a
specific part of the text.

Example:

(Speaker's Last Name, Year of Publication in Collection, Page Number)



Dealing with Unavailable Information

It is not uncommon to encounter situations where complete information for citing a speech
is unavailable. This can be particularly true for older speeches or those from less formalized
settings. Chicago style, while precise, also allows for pragmatic approaches when
necessary.

When the Exact Date is Unknown

If the precise date of a speech is unknown, use the closest approximation available. This
might be a specific year, a decade, or a range of years. Clearly indicate that the date is
approximate. For instance, you might use "ca. 1950" (circa 1950) or "1950s."

When the Location is Vague

If the specific location of a speech is unknown, use the most general information available.
This could be the city or state where the event took place, or if even that is uncertain, you
might simply note the context, such as "national conference" or "public address."

When No Formal Title Exists

As mentioned earlier, if a speech was not given a formal title, you can use a descriptive
phrase that accurately identifies the speech's subject or purpose. For example, a
commencement address might be described as "Commencement Address, University of
Chicago."

When Relying on Secondary Sources

If you are referencing a speech that you have not accessed directly but is quoted or
discussed in another source, you must cite the secondary source. Your in-text citation will
refer to the author of the secondary source and the page on which the speech is mentioned
or quoted. You should strive to locate the primary source if possible for a more accurate
citation.

The Importance of a Bibliography Entry

While in-text citations provide a brief reference, a full bibliography entry offers
comprehensive details about the source. For speeches, this entry is crucial for allowing



readers to find and consult the original material. The bibliography entry will expand upon
the information provided in the in-text citation, offering a complete picture of the speech
and its accessibility.

Structure of a Bibliography Entry for a Speech

The structure of a bibliography entry for a speech will mirror the information available.
Generally, it follows the pattern of identifying the speaker, the title of the speech, the date
of delivery, the location, and the medium through which it was accessed (recording,
transcript, publication).

Example Bibliography Entry (Speech as part of a conference):

Speaker's Full Name. "Title of Speech." Paper presented at the Conference Name, City,
State, Month Day, Year.

Example Bibliography Entry (Speech as a published text):

Speaker's Full Name. "Title of Speech." In Title of Book or Collection, edited by Editor's Full
Name, Page numbers. City: Publisher, Year.

Example Bibliography Entry (Speech as an online video):

Speaker's Full Name. "Title of Speech." Video, Length. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Ensuring Consistency Between In-Text and Bibliography

It is vital that the information presented in your in-text citations aligns with the details
provided in your bibliography. If your in-text citation uses the speaker's last name and the
year, the bibliography entry should clearly identify the speaker by their full name and the
speech's delivery year. Consistency ensures clarity and prevents confusion for your
readers.

Best Practices for Citing Speeches

Beyond the specific formatting rules, adopting certain best practices can significantly
enhance the quality and credibility of your citations for speeches. These practices focus on
thoroughness, accuracy, and clarity, ensuring your work meets the highest academic
standards.



Be as Specific as Possible

Always aim to include as much specific information as the source allows. If you have access
to a recording, note its exact title, the speaker, the date of delivery, and the platform where
it was found. If you have a transcript, mention its source and any associated publication
details.

Prioritize Primary Sources

Whenever possible, cite the original speech rather than a secondary account of it. If a
speech has been transcribed and published, and you can access that published version, it is
generally preferable to citing a mere mention in another author's work. Direct engagement
with the primary source ensures the most accurate representation of the speaker's words.

Use Descriptive Language for Titles

If a speech lacks a formal title, do not invent one. Instead, use a clear and concise
descriptive phrase that accurately captures the essence of the speech. For instance,
"Martin Luther King Jr.'s 'l Have a Dream' speech" is acceptable, but if there was no specific
title, you might use "King's address at the March on Washington."

Maintain a Consistent Tone

Throughout your paper, maintain a consistent and professional tone. This applies to your
writing as well as your citations. Ensure your citations are formatted uniformly according to
Chicago style guidelines, contributing to the overall polished appearance of your academic
work.

Consult the Official Chicago Manual of Style

For the most definitive guidance, always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style. This authoritative source provides the most up-to-date rules and exceptions for
various citation scenarios, including those specific to speeches and other non-traditional
sources. Its comprehensive nature makes it an indispensable resource for any academic
writer.

FAQ



Q: How do | cite a speech if | heard it live but don't have
a recording or transcript?

A: If you heard a speech live and have no recording or transcript, your in-text citation would
typically include the speaker's last name and the year of the speech. For your bibliography,
you would provide the speaker's full name, the title of the speech (if any), the date it was
delivered, and the location of delivery. You might also note "Personal attendance" or
"Firsthand account" to indicate how you accessed it, though this is less common in formal
academic papers unless the speech is the primary subject of your research.

Q: What if a speech has multiple speakers, like a panel
discussion?

A: For a panel discussion with multiple speakers, you should cite the specific speaker whose
words you are referencing. Your in-text citation would follow the standard format for that
individual speaker. In the bibliography, you would list the entire event, identifying all
speakers if feasible, or focusing on the primary speaker relevant to your research. The title
of the panel and the event details would be crucial.

Q: Can I cite a speech that was only posted on a
personal blog?

A: Yes, you can cite a speech posted on a personal blog, but you need to treat the blog as
the source. Your in-text citation would include the blogger's name (if different from the
speaker, otherwise the speaker's name) and the year. The bibliography entry would detail
the blog post, including the title of the post (if any), the author, the blog's name, the date it
was posted, and the URL.

Q: How do | handle an anonymous speech or a speech
where the speaker is unknown?

A: If the speaker of a speech is unknown, you would typically use the title of the speech (or
a descriptive phrase) as the first element in your citation, both in-text and in the
bibliography. For example, in-text might be ("Title of Speech," Year). In the bibliography,
you would begin with the title, followed by the available details like the date and location of
delivery.

Q: Is it necessary to include a page number for a speech
citation?

A: Page numbers are generally only included for speeches that have been published in a
written format (like a book or an article) and where you are referencing a specific passage.
If you are citing from an audio or video recording, or a live attendance, page numbers are
not applicable. For transcripts, if the transcript itself is paginated, you can include page
numbers in your citation.



Q: What is the difference between citing a speech and
citing a lecture?

A: While both are forms of spoken word, lectures are often more structured and may be
part of a course curriculum, often with official notes or recordings available from an
institution. Speeches can be more varied, from political addresses to keynote talks at
conferences. The citation principles are similar, focusing on speaker, title, date, and
location, but the context of a lecture might lead to different repository information (e.g.,
course number, university department).

Q: When should | use the full name of the speaker in an
in-text citation versus just the last name?

A: Chicago style primarily uses the speaker's last name followed by the year in in-text
citations for brevity. However, if you are introducing the speaker for the first time in your
text, you might use their full name. For example, "In his seminal speech, Martin Luther King
Jr. proclaimed..." followed by subsequent citations using "(King, Year)." The bibliography
entry should always use the full name.

Q: How do | cite a historical speech that | only know
about through historical accounts?

A: If you are citing a historical speech that you learned about through secondary historical
accounts, you must cite the secondary source where you found the information about the
speech. Your in-text citation and bibliography entry will refer to the historian or author who
documented the speech. Ideally, you should attempt to find the original speech or a
primary source if possible, but if only secondary accounts are available, cite those
accurately.
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