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Chicago Style In-Text Citations for Poetry: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style in-text citations for poetry is an essential skill for any scholar, student, or writer

engaging with poetic works. Proper citation ensures academic integrity, allows readers to locate your

sources, and demonstrates a thorough understanding of the material. This guide will delve into the

intricacies of citing poetry according to the Chicago Manual of Style, covering parenthetical citations,

note-bibliography systems, and specific considerations for poetic forms. We will explore how to cite

individual lines, stanzas, and entire poems, as well as the nuances of referencing different editions and

anthologies. Mastering these elements is crucial for producing credible academic work and effectively

communicating your analysis of verse.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Poetry Citations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography

system and the Author-Date system. For academic writing involving literature, particularly poetry, the

Notes-Bibliography system is generally preferred. This system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations

and includes a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. Understanding the core principles

of this system is the first step toward accurate and consistent citation of poetic texts.



The fundamental goal of any citation system is to provide readers with enough information to identify

and retrieve the source material. When dealing with poetry, this means clearly indicating which poem

is being referenced and where within that poem the specific lines appear. Unlike prose, which is

typically cited by page number, poetry often requires more granular referencing due to its line breaks,

stanza divisions, and potential for varied pagination across different editions.

Parenthetical Citations for Poetry

While the Notes-Bibliography system is common, parenthetical citations can also be employed,

especially in certain academic contexts or when specifically requested. Parenthetical citations in

Chicago style typically include the author's last name and the page number where the quoted material

can be found. However, for poetry, this model needs adaptation. Since page numbers in poetry

collections can vary widely, and the structure of the poem itself is paramount, a more robust system is

often employed even within parenthetical referencing.

Citing by Line Numbers

The most crucial element when citing poetry is often the line number. Many modern editions of poetry

are numbered by line throughout the entire poem, making this an extremely effective and unambiguous

way to reference specific passages. When using parenthetical citations for poetry, after the author's

name, you will typically include the line number(s) from the poem. This bypasses the issue of varying

pagination across editions.

For a single line, the parenthetical citation might look like this: (Author Last Name LineNumber). For

multiple lines, you would use a comma to separate them or indicate a range with a hyphen: (Author

Last Name LineNumber, LineNumber) or (Author Last Name LineNumber–LineNumber). It is essential

to consult the specific edition of the poem being used to ensure accurate line numbering.



Citing by Stanza and Line Numbers

In some cases, especially with older editions or where line numbering is not continuous, referencing by

stanza and then line number can be a viable alternative. This method provides additional context for

the reader. The format would typically involve indicating the stanza number followed by the line

number within that stanza. For instance: (Author Last Name Stanza.Line). This approach is less

common than pure line number citation but can be useful when line numbering is inconsistent or

absent.

Citing by Page Number (When Necessary)

While line numbers are preferred, there may be instances where citing by page number is

unavoidable, particularly if the edition you are referencing does not provide line numbers or if you are

citing an introductory or explanatory text about the poem rather than the poem itself. In such cases,

the standard parenthetical format of (Author Last Name PageNumber) would apply. However, it is

always best to try and locate an edition with line numbers for direct quotation of poetic lines.

The Note-Bibliography System for Poetry

The Notes-Bibliography system is the cornerstone of Chicago-style citation for literary analysis. This

system relies on footnotes or endnotes to provide source information for every quotation or

paraphrase. These notes are then supplemented by a bibliography that lists all sources cited in the

paper, providing full publication details.



Footnotes and Endnotes for Poetry

When quoting poetry and using the Notes-Bibliography system, your footnote or endnote will contain

key information about the source. For a poem, this typically includes the author’s name, the title of the

poem (often in quotation marks), the title of the collection or anthology (in italics), and the specific

location within the poem. As discussed, line numbers are the preferred method for indicating location,

followed by the page number if necessary.

A typical footnote entry for a line of poetry might appear as:

1. Author Last Name, "Title of Poem," in Title of Collection/Anthology, ed. Editor Name(s) (City:

Publisher, Year), LineNumber.

If referring to a page number in addition to or instead of line numbers, it would be included as:

LineNumber (PageNumber).

The Role of the Bibliography

The bibliography serves as a comprehensive list of all the sources you have consulted and cited in

your paper. For poetry citations, this means listing the collection or anthology from which the poem

was taken. The entry in the bibliography will provide full publication details, allowing readers to locate

the exact edition you used. The format for a bibliography entry is similar to a footnote but typically

omits the specific line or page numbers, as these are detailed in the notes.

A sample bibliography entry would look like:

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Poem." In Title of Collection/Anthology, edited by Editor

Name(s), PageRange. City: Publisher, Year.



Citing Specific Elements of a Poem

Effectively citing poetry requires attention to its unique structural elements. Beyond simple line or page

numbers, understanding how to reference stanzas, specific lines, and even short excerpts versus

longer passages is crucial for clarity and accuracy.

Quoting a Single Line

When quoting a single line of poetry within your text, it is typically enclosed in quotation marks and

followed by the appropriate parenthetical citation or note. If the quote is short and integrated into your

sentence, you can use a forward slash (/) to indicate the line break within the poem. For example: She

wrote, "The woods are lovely, dark and deep," (Frost 28) and paused, reflecting on its enduring power.

Quoting Multiple Lines

Quoting two or three lines of poetry is usually done within the text using quotation marks and forward

slashes to denote line breaks. If you are quoting more than three lines, it is standard practice to set

the passage off as a block quotation. Block quotations are indented from the left margin, and quotation

marks are omitted. The citation follows the block quotation.

For a block quotation:

The poet captures a profound sense of longing in the following lines:

Then with an eye made bright



By the Horrible pleasure of the thought,

Perceive I the darkness of the land

And the shadow of the night. (Poe 243-46)

Notice that the line numbers are included in the citation following the block quotation.

Citing Stanzas

While less common for direct quotation analysis, you might refer to an entire stanza in your

commentary. In such cases, you would typically reference the stanza number in your prose and then

cite the lines or page numbers associated with that stanza in your parenthetical or note. For instance,

you might write, "The third stanza of the poem shifts in tone..." and then provide a citation for the lines

within that stanza.

Advanced Considerations for Poetry Citations

Navigating the nuances of poetry citation can sometimes present unique challenges, especially when

dealing with different editions, unpublished works, or translations. Chicago style provides guidelines for

these situations to ensure clarity and consistency.

Different Editions of the Same Poem

When a poem has been published in multiple editions, it is vital to cite the edition you have consulted.

If you are referencing a poem that appears in various collections, and those collections have different

pagination or line numbering, you must be consistent. It is generally best to use the most recent



scholarly edition if available. If you are comparing different editions, you should note this explicitly in

your text or footnotes.

Citing Translations of Poetry

Citing translated poetry requires acknowledging both the original author and the translator. In your

notes and bibliography, you should include the translator's name. The citation will typically indicate the

original title and author, followed by information about the translation and translator. For example, a

note might read: 1. Rainer Maria Rilke, Duino Elegies, trans. Stephen Mitchell (New York: Random

House, 1987), Elegie 1, lines 1-10.

Unpublished Poetry

Citing unpublished poetry follows similar principles but requires specific information about the

manuscript or archive where the work is housed. Your note and bibliography entry should include

details such as the manuscript number, collection name, archive location, and date of creation if

known. For parenthetical citations, a descriptive locator might be used if line numbers are unavailable.

When formatting citations for poetry, remember that the goal is to provide clear, unambiguous access

to your sources. Precision in line numbers, stanza references, and bibliographic details will enhance

the credibility and usefulness of your academic work.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing poetry and prose in

Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in the method of locating specific passages. For prose, page numbers



are standard. For poetry, line numbers are strongly preferred due to the structural significance of line

breaks, followed by stanza numbers or page numbers when line numbers are unavailable.

Q: Should I always use line numbers when citing poetry in Chicago

style?

A: Yes, whenever possible, you should use line numbers as the primary method for citing poetry in

Chicago style. This provides the most precise locator for readers, regardless of the edition they are

using. If an edition does not provide line numbers, then you should resort to page numbers and note

this limitation.

Q: How do I cite a poem that is part of a larger collection in Chicago

style?

A: When citing a poem from a collection, your Chicago-style citation (whether in a note or

parenthetical) needs to include the author of the poem, the title of the poem, the title of the collection

(italicized), and the specific location within the poem (line or page numbers). The bibliography entry will

also include the editor of the collection, if applicable, and full publication details.

Q: What is the correct way to format a block quotation of poetry in

Chicago style?

A: A block quotation of poetry (generally more than three lines) should be indented from the left

margin, without quotation marks. The citation, including line and/or page numbers, follows the final

punctuation of the quotation.



Q: How do I cite a translated poem in Chicago style?

A: When citing a translated poem, you must acknowledge both the original author and the translator. In

the note or bibliography, include the original author and title, followed by information about the

translation, including the translator's name, the translated title (if different), and the publication details

of the translated edition.

Q: Can I use page numbers if the poem edition I have doesn't have line

numbers?

A: Yes, if the edition of the poem you are using does not provide line numbers, you should use page

numbers as your primary locator. However, it is good practice to indicate in your methodology or a

footnote that you are using page numbers because line numbers were not available.

Q: How do I cite multiple poems from the same author in Chicago

style?

A: If you cite multiple poems from the same author within your paper, your notes will specify the poem

title for each citation. In your bibliography, you would list the individual poems under the author's

name, or if they are from different collections, list each collection separately. If all poems are from a

single collection, a single entry for that collection might suffice, with individual poem references in the

notes.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote and an endnote in

Chicago style, and how does it apply to poetry?

A: Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made, while endnotes appear at

the end of the document. Both serve the same purpose: to provide source information. The format for

citing poetry within a footnote or endnote is identical, adhering to the author, poem title, collection title,



and location (line/page numbers) structure.
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