
chicago style in-text citations for
humanities writing
The Chicago Manual of Style is a cornerstone for academic writing, especially
within the humanities, and mastering its in-text citation system is crucial
for scholarly integrity. This guide delves deeply into the nuances of Chicago
style in-text citations for humanities writing, offering a comprehensive
understanding of author-date and note-bibliography systems. We will explore
the fundamental principles, practical application for various source types,
and common pitfalls to avoid. Whether you are a student or a seasoned
researcher, understanding these citation elements will elevate the
credibility and clarity of your work, ensuring proper attribution and
engaging with scholarly discourse effectively.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for documenting
sources: the author-date system and the notes-bibliography system. While both
systems aim for accuracy and academic integrity, they differ significantly in
their presentation and are often chosen based on the specific discipline or
publisher's requirements. For humanities writing, both systems are widely
used, but the notes-bibliography system is generally more prevalent in fields
like history, literature, and art history, while the author-date system is
favored in some social sciences and scientific disciplines that draw on
Chicago style. Understanding the fundamental differences is the first step to
correctly applying Chicago style in-text citations for humanities writing.

The choice between these two systems is paramount. The author-date system
emphasizes the author and year of publication directly within the text,



making it easy for readers to quickly identify the source and date of
information. Conversely, the notes-bibliography system utilizes numbered
footnotes or endnotes, which can embed more detailed information or
commentary alongside the citation, preserving a cleaner textual flow. Both
systems require a corresponding bibliography or reference list at the end of
the work, where full source details are provided. This dual approach allows
flexibility while maintaining a rigorous standard for academic work.

The Author-Date System: Core Principles

The author-date system, as implemented by the Chicago Manual of Style,
provides a concise method for indicating sources directly within the body of
your text. The core principle is to immediately follow a piece of information
or a direct quotation with an in-text citation that includes the author's
last name and the year of publication. This system is particularly effective
for ensuring that readers can quickly pinpoint the origin of a claim and its
publication date, facilitating further research or verification.

This system is designed to be unobtrusive, allowing the narrative to flow
smoothly while still providing essential source attribution. When a source
has multiple authors or corporate authors, specific rules apply to ensure
clarity. The objective is always to give credit where it is due and to enable
readers to locate the original source without undue effort. Consistency in
applying these principles is as important as understanding them.

Crafting Author-Date In-Text Citations

Creating author-date in-text citations involves a straightforward format:
(Author LastName Year). For instance, a direct quotation from a book by Jane
Doe published in 2020 would appear in your text as "This is a direct quote"
(Doe 2020, 15). The page number is crucial for direct quotations, providing
the precise location of the cited material. If you are paraphrasing or
summarizing an idea, the page number is often optional but recommended,
especially if the idea spans a significant portion of the work or if you want
to direct the reader to a specific discussion.

Several variations exist within the author-date system to accommodate
different source types and authorial configurations:

Two Authors: When a source has two authors, both last names are
included, separated by an ampersand: (Smith and Jones 2018).

Three or More Authors: For sources with three or more authors, only the
first author's last name is used, followed by "et al.": (Garcia et al.



2019).

Corporate Authors: If the author is an organization or institution, its
name is used: (National Endowment for the Arts 2021).

No Author: If a work has no author, the citation uses a shortened
version of the title, italicized: (The History of Art 2017).

Specific Page Numbers: For direct quotations, always include the page
number: (Doe 2020, 15).

Paraphrasing or Summarizing: Page numbers are often optional but
recommended: (Doe 2020) or (Doe 2020, 15-17).

Proper punctuation is also key. Commas separate the author and year, and any
subsequent page numbers. The citation is typically placed before the final
punctuation of the sentence or clause it refers to, unless it directly
follows a quotation where it is placed after the closing quotation mark but
before the final punctuation.

The Note-Bibliography System: Core Principles

The note-bibliography system is a hallmark of many humanities disciplines,
offering a more nuanced approach to citation. In this system, sources are
identified through superscript numbers within the text, which correspond to
explanatory notes (footnotes or endnotes) at the bottom of the page or at the
end of the document, respectively. This method not only allows for precise
attribution but also provides space for supplementary information, tangential
thoughts, or further contextualization that might disrupt the main text's
flow.

The fundamental principle is to direct the reader to the source of
information without overwhelming the primary narrative. Each citation in the
text corresponds to a unique note. The first time a source is cited, the note
will typically contain full bibliographic details. Subsequent citations of
the same source can be significantly abbreviated, often using just the
author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. This system
demands careful tracking of note numbers to ensure they accurately link to
the correct source information.

Creating Notes for Chicago Style In-Text Citations

Creating notes for Chicago style in-text citations requires attention to
detail, particularly distinguishing between the first and subsequent



citations of a source. The superscript number in the text is the signal to
the reader that a citation follows in the notes. When you encounter a source
for the first time, the corresponding note should include:

The author's full name (first name then last name).

The full title of the work, italicized.

Publication details, including the place of publication, publisher, and
year.

The specific page number(s) being referenced.

For example, a first note for a book might look like this: 1. Jane Doe, The
History of Ideas (New York: Academic Press, 2020), 45.

Subsequent references to the same source are abbreviated to save space and
reduce redundancy. Typically, a subsequent note will include:

The author's last name.

A shortened version of the title (if the original is long or if you've
cited multiple works by the same author).

The specific page number(s).

For instance, a subsequent note might read: 2. Doe, History of Ideas, 112. If
the author has only one work cited in the bibliography and you are
referencing it again, you might use "Ibid." (Latin for "in the same place")
if the page number is also the same, or "Ibid., [new page number]" if the
page number differs but the source is identical to the immediately preceding
note.

Citing Different Source Types in Chicago Style

Regardless of whether you choose the author-date or note-bibliography system,
accurate citation of various source types is fundamental to Chicago style.
The specific formatting for each type ensures that readers can locate and
verify your sources efficiently. This includes common academic materials like
books and journal articles, as well as increasingly prevalent digital
resources.



The structure of each citation, whether in-text or in a note/bibliography,
will vary based on the nature of the original publication. Consistency in
applying these specific formats is crucial for maintaining the professional
integrity of your humanities writing and demonstrating your adherence to
scholarly conventions.

Books

Citing books in Chicago style is a foundational skill. For the author-date
system, an in-text citation typically appears as (Author LastName Year,
Page). In the note-bibliography system, the first note would include the
author's full name, the italicized book title, publication details (city,
publisher, year), and the specific page number. For subsequent notes,
abbreviations are used.

Here's how it generally looks:

Author-Date System (In-text): (Smith 2019, 78)

Note-Bibliography System (First Note): 1. John Smith, Theories of
Interpretation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2019), 78.

Note-Bibliography System (Subsequent Note): 2. Smith, Theories of
Interpretation, 150.

When citing a book with an editor, the editor's name appears first in the
note, often preceded by "ed." For the author-date system, if there's no
author but an editor, the in-text citation would use the editor's last name
and year.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a staple in academic research. Their citations reflect
the periodical nature and specific article structure. In the author-date
system, the in-text citation will include the author's last name, the year of
publication, and the page number. For the note-bibliography system, the full
note will detail the author, article title (in quotation marks), journal
title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, and the page range of the
article.

Example formats:



Author-Date System (In-text): (Garcia 2022, 115)

Note-Bibliography System (First Note): 3. Maria Garcia, "The Evolution
of Postmodernism," Journal of Contemporary Thought 45, no. 2 (2022):
115.

Note-Bibliography System (Subsequent Note): 4. Garcia, "Postmodernism,"
120.

It's important to include the volume and issue numbers, as these are crucial
for locating articles within a journal. The publication year for journals is
vital, and for many, the issue number is equally important for precise
identification.

Websites and Online Sources

Citing online sources, including websites and articles found online, requires
careful attention to available information. For the author-date system, the
citation will typically include the author (or organization name) and the
year the page was last updated or accessed. For the note-bibliography system,
the note will include the author, title of the specific page or article,
website name, and the URL. Crucially, you should also include a date of
access.

Key elements for online sources:

Author-Date System (In-text): (Thompson 2023) or (National Archives,
accessed October 26, 2023)

Note-Bibliography System (First Note): 5. David Thompson, "Digital
Humanities: A New Frontier," Culture Online, last modified March 15,
2023, https://www.cultureonline.org/digital-humanities.

Note-Bibliography System (Subsequent Note): 6. Thompson, "Digital
Humanities."

When a specific publication date is not available for a website, use the
copyright date or the date of the last modification. If neither is present,
you will use the date you accessed the site. Always prioritize finding the
most precise information available to ensure your citation is complete and
verifiable.



Citing Multimedia and Other Non-Traditional Sources

The humanities often engage with a wide array of media beyond written texts,
including films, music, interviews, and digital archives. Chicago style
provides guidelines for these non-traditional sources to ensure they are
cited with the same rigor as print materials. The principles of attribution
and verifiability remain paramount, even when the source format differs.

For example, citing a film would typically include the director, title,
distributor, and year. An interview might cite the interviewee, interviewer,
date, and location. The specific elements and their order will depend on the
medium and the information readily available about its creation and
dissemination. The goal is to provide enough detail so that another scholar
can identify and access the same content.

Common Challenges and Best Practices in Chicago
Style In-Text Citations

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style in-text citations can present
several challenges for writers. Mastering these nuances is essential for
producing polished and academically sound work. Common difficulties often
arise from handling multiple sources by the same author, citing edited
volumes, or correctly formatting indirect sources. Proactive adherence to
best practices can mitigate these issues and ensure clarity and consistency.

By understanding potential pitfalls and employing strategic approaches, you
can enhance the overall quality of your research and writing. This section
offers practical advice for overcoming common obstacles and solidifying your
grasp on Chicago style citation.

Avoiding Plagiarism through Proper Citation

Plagiarism, the act of using another person's ideas or words without proper
attribution, is a serious academic offense. Correct Chicago style in-text
citations are your primary defense against unintentional plagiarism. Every
time you borrow, paraphrase, summarize, or quote from a source, you must
provide a citation. This principle extends to ideas and data, not just direct
wording. When in doubt, it is always better to cite.

Key strategies to prevent plagiarism include:

Keeping meticulous notes as you research, recording not only the



information but also its source and page number.

Understanding the difference between direct quotation, paraphrasing, and
summarizing, and citing accordingly.

Developing a consistent citation habit from the outset of your writing
process.

When paraphrasing, ensure you are not merely rearranging words or
changing a few synonyms; the original meaning should be conveyed in your
own distinct sentence structure and vocabulary.

Using plagiarism detection software as a final check, though it should
not replace diligent manual citation.

By internalizing the necessity of citation for every borrowed element, you
build a foundation of academic honesty and contribute meaningfully to
scholarly discourse without misrepresenting the work of others.

Formatting Consistency: A Key to Clarity

Inconsistencies in formatting Chicago style in-text citations can
significantly detract from the professionalism and readability of your work.
Whether you're using the author-date system or the note-bibliography system,
maintaining a uniform approach to punctuation, capitalization, and the
inclusion of specific elements is paramount. This consistency reassures your
readers that you have a firm grasp of the citation guidelines and respect the
conventions of academic writing.

For example, in the author-date system, consistently placing the comma
between the author's name and the year, and using the correct format for page
numbers (e.g., "p. 15" or "15-17"), is vital. In the note-bibliography
system, the precise placement of commas, periods, and quotation marks around
article titles, and the consistent italicization of book and journal titles,
contribute to a polished presentation. A final review specifically dedicated
to checking citation formatting can catch many small but important errors.

When to Cite and When Not To

Determining precisely when to cite a source can be a point of confusion. The
general rule is to cite whenever you use information that is not common
knowledge or is not your own original thought or research. This includes:



Direct quotations from any source.

Paraphrased ideas or arguments from a source.

Summaries of another author's work.

Specific facts, statistics, or data not widely known.

Theories, methodologies, or research findings from others.

Images, charts, or tables created by someone else.

Conversely, you do not need to cite information that is considered common
knowledge within your field or general public knowledge. This might include
widely accepted historical dates, well-known scientific principles, or
general facts that most educated individuals would know. If you are unsure
whether something is common knowledge, it is always safer to cite.

The purpose of citation is to give credit and to allow readers to trace your
research. By diligently applying these principles, you demonstrate
intellectual honesty and strengthen the credibility of your own contributions
to the field of humanities writing.

---

Q: What is the main difference between the author-
date and note-bibliography systems in Chicago style
for humanities writing?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text.
The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year,
Page), while the note-bibliography system uses superscript numbers in the
text that correspond to footnotes or endnotes, which contain the source
details.

Q: When should I use the author-date system versus
the note-bibliography system in humanities writing?
A: While the note-bibliography system is traditionally more common in many
humanities disciplines (like literature, history, and art history), the
author-date system is also used, particularly in certain subfields or if a
specific publisher or instructor requires it. Always check your assignment
guidelines or publisher's style sheet.



Q: How do I cite a source with multiple authors in
Chicago style in-text citations?
A: For the author-date system, if there are two authors, cite both last names
joined by "and" (Smith and Jones 2019). If there are three or more authors,
cite only the first author's last name followed by "et al." (Garcia et al.
2020). In the note-bibliography system, the full note will list all authors,
but subsequent notes will abbreviate similarly.

Q: What is "Ibid." and when is it used in Chicago
style notes?
A: "Ibid." is Latin for "in the same place." It is used in the note-
bibliography system to refer to the immediately preceding source cited in the
notes. If the page number is also the same, you simply use "Ibid." If the
page number differs, you use "Ibid." followed by the new page number (e.g.,
Ibid., 55).

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style if there
is no author listed?
A: If no author is listed for a website in the author-date system, you
typically use a shortened version of the title of the webpage or article in
your in-text citation (e.g., (The State of the Arts 2023)). In the note-
bibliography system, you would omit the author's name and start with the
title of the webpage or article.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers for paraphrased
information in Chicago style?
A: While page numbers are mandatory for direct quotations in both Chicago
systems, they are often optional but highly recommended for paraphrased or
summarized ideas in the author-date system. For the note-bibliography system,
including the page number in the note is standard practice for paraphrased
content as well, as it helps readers locate the specific discussion.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography or
reference list in Chicago style?
A: The bibliography or reference list, which appears at the end of your work,
provides a complete alphabetical listing of all sources cited in your paper.
It allows readers to easily find and consult the original sources for further
research or verification, serving as a crucial component of academic
integrity.



Q: How do I cite an edited book in Chicago style?
A: For an edited book, the editor's name (preceded by "ed." or "eds.")
replaces the author's name in the citation. In the author-date system, it
would be (Editor LastName Year, Page). In the note-bibliography system, the
first note would start with the editor's name, e.g., 1. Jane Editor, ed.,
Collection of Essays (City: Publisher, Year), 78.
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