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Chicago Style In-Text Citations for Edited
Volumes: A Comprehensive Guide
chicago style in-text citations for edited volumes can sometimes feel like navigating a complex
labyrinth. Understanding how to properly attribute sources within an edited collection is crucial for
academic integrity and allows readers to locate your specific contributions and the original works you
reference. This guide aims to demystify the process, providing clear, actionable advice for citing
individual chapters within larger edited volumes according to the Chicago Manual of Style. We will
delve into the nuances of both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems, highlighting the
differences and best practices for each. Mastering these citation elements will enhance the credibility
and clarity of your academic writing, ensuring your research is both well-supported and easily
verifiable.
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Understanding Edited Volumes and Their Structure

An edited volume is a collection of essays, articles, or chapters written by different authors but
brought together under a common theme or subject, often curated and introduced by one or more
editors. Unlike a monograph written by a single author, an edited volume presents a mosaic of
perspectives and research. This structure means that when you cite a work within an edited volume,
you are often referencing a specific contribution (a chapter or essay) rather than the entire book as a
unified work by a single author. The key to accurate Chicago style in-text citations for edited volumes
lies in identifying both the author of the specific chapter you are using and the details of the collection
itself.

The typical structure of an edited volume includes a title page, copyright information, a table of
contents, an introduction by the editor(s), the individual chapters by various contributors, and
sometimes an index or bibliography. When citing, it is paramount to distinguish between the editor(s)
of the volume and the author(s) of the individual chapters. This distinction forms the foundation for
correct citation practices, ensuring that credit is given to the original writer of the content you are
referencing.

The Chicago Manual of Style: An Overview

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is one of the most widely used style guides in academic
publishing, particularly in the humanities and social sciences. It offers two primary citation systems:
the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Both systems are designed to facilitate
clear and accurate referencing. When dealing with chicago style in-text citations for edited volumes,
the choice of system will influence the format of your in-text references and your bibliography or
reference list.

The author-date system, commonly used in the sciences and social sciences, employs parenthetical
citations in the text (Author Year, page number) that correspond to an entry in a reference list at the
end of the work. The notes-bibliography system, prevalent in the humanities, uses footnotes or
endnotes for citations, with a corresponding bibliography at the end. Regardless of the system



chosen, the core information required for citing an edited volume remains consistent: the chapter
author, chapter title, editor(s), volume title, publication details, and page numbers.

Author-Date System for Edited Volumes

The author-date system for chicago style in-text citations for edited volumes requires you to include
the author of the chapter and the year of publication within parentheses in the text. This is followed
by the page number(s) where the information can be found. This method provides a concise way to
acknowledge your sources directly at the point of use.

Basic In-Text Citation Structure

The fundamental structure for an author-date in-text citation for a chapter in an edited volume is
(Chapter Author Last Name Year, Page Number). For instance, if you are citing a chapter by Jane
Smith published in 2022, and the information is on page 45, your in-text citation would appear as
(Smith 2022, 45).

It is essential to ensure that the author cited in the text is the author of the specific chapter or essay
you are referencing, not the editor of the volume. The year refers to the publication year of the edited
volume itself, not necessarily the original publication date of the chapter if it has been reprinted.

Citing Specific Chapters

When referencing a specific chapter within an edited volume, you must clearly identify the chapter's
author. The parenthetical citation in the text will exclusively feature the chapter author's last name,
the publication year, and the relevant page number. The editor's name does not appear in the in-text
citation within the author-date system.

For example, if an essay by David Lee is included in an edited volume titled "Essays on Modern
Literature" (edited by Sarah Chen and Michael Brown, published in 2021), and you are referencing
Lee's argument on page 112, your in-text citation would be (Lee 2021, 112).

Handling Multiple Authors or Editors

When citing a chapter, if the chapter itself has multiple authors, you would list their last names in the
in-text citation, typically connected by an ampersand. For example, (Garcia and Patel 2023, 88). If a
chapter has three or more authors, you would cite the first author's last name followed by "et al."
(Garcia et al. 2023, 88).

Similarly, if the edited volume itself has multiple editors, this information will be crucial for the full



entry in your reference list, though it does not appear in the author-date in-text citation itself. The in-
text citation remains focused on the chapter author.

When the Chapter Author is the Editor

In some instances, the editor of a volume may also contribute a chapter. In such cases, you cite them
as the author of that specific chapter. For example, if John Doe edited a book and also wrote a chapter
in it, and you are citing his chapter, the in-text citation would be (Doe 2020, 75), referring to John Doe
as the chapter author, not the editor.

The key is to always attribute the specific content to its original author. If the editor is the author of a
particular piece within the collection, they are treated as such for citation purposes in the author-date
system.

Notes-Bibliography System for Edited Volumes

The notes-bibliography system in Chicago style offers a different approach to in-text citations for
edited volumes, utilizing footnotes or endnotes. This system allows for more detailed citation
information to be presented without interrupting the flow of the text. The corresponding bibliography
at the end of the work provides a complete list of all sources consulted.

Footnotes and Endnotes

When using the notes-bibliography system, you will place a superscript number in your text at the
end of a sentence or clause where a citation is needed. This number corresponds to a footnote at the
bottom of the page or an endnote at the end of the chapter or document. These notes contain the full
bibliographic details of the source.

For chicago style in-text citations for edited volumes, the format of these notes will vary slightly
depending on whether it is the first reference to the source or a subsequent one.

First Reference Format

The first time you cite a chapter from an edited volume in the notes-bibliography system, you must
provide complete bibliographic information. This includes the chapter author's name, the chapter title,
the editor(s)' names (preceded by "ed."), the title of the edited volume, the publication details (city:
publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) being cited.

The format for the first note would generally be:
Chapter Author First Name Last Name, "Chapter Title," in Editor First Name Last Name, ed., Title of



Edited Volume (City: Publisher, Year), Page Number(s).

For example:
1. Emily Carter, "The Evolution of Urban Design," in Modern City Planning: New Approaches, ed.
Robert Green and Susan Bell (Chicago: University Press, 2019), 78.

Subsequent Reference Format

For any subsequent references to the same chapter within the same edited volume, you will use a
shortened note format. This typically includes the chapter author's last name, a shortened version of
the chapter title (if it's long), and the page number(s). The editor information and full volume title are
omitted.

The format for subsequent notes would be:
Chapter Author Last Name, "Shortened Chapter Title," Page Number(s).

For example, if you refer to the same chapter again:
5. Carter, "Evolution of Urban Design," 85.

Citing Specific Chapters in Notes

The practice of citing specific chapters is fundamental. The note will always begin with the author of
that specific chapter. If the chapter is titled "The Impact of Technology," and its author is Maria
Rodriguez, the note will start with "Maria Rodriguez." The editor's name is mentioned in the context of
the volume's overall editorship but is not the primary identifier for the chapter's content itself.

Therefore, the focus remains on crediting the individual contributor to the edited collection,
distinguishing their work from the work of the volume's editors.

Shortened Note Citations

The use of shortened note citations is a key feature of the notes-bibliography system for improving
readability and conciseness after the initial full citation. This is particularly useful when referencing
the same edited volume multiple times throughout a paper. The shortened note helps avoid
repetitive, lengthy entries while still clearly identifying the source.

The general rule for shortened notes is to include the author's last name, a brief indication of the work
(often the chapter title or the volume title if the chapter is not easily identifiable), and the page
number. The specific guidelines in CMOS should be consulted for precise formatting, especially
concerning when to use the chapter title versus the volume title.



Common Challenges and Solutions

Navigating chicago style in-text citations for edited volumes can present several common hurdles.
Understanding these potential difficulties and their solutions will ensure your citations are consistently
accurate and compliant with Chicago style.

Citing an Entire Edited Volume

While less common than citing individual chapters, there may be instances where you need to cite the
entire edited volume as a whole. In such cases, the citation will focus on the editor(s) rather than a
specific chapter author. In the author-date system, the entry in the reference list would begin with the
editors' names. In the notes-bibliography system, the first note would begin with the editors' names.

Example for author-date reference list: Green, Robert, and Susan Bell, eds. 2019. Modern City
Planning: New Approaches. Chicago: University Press.

Example for notes-bibliography first note: 1. Robert Green and Susan Bell, eds., Modern City Planning:
New Approaches (Chicago: University Press, 2019).

Citing Multiple Works by the Same Author

When an author has contributed multiple works to an edited volume, or has multiple works cited in
your paper that are from the same edited volume, it is crucial to differentiate them clearly in your
citations. In the author-date system, the year is often accompanied by a lowercase letter (e.g., 2021a,
2021b) to distinguish between works published in the same year.

In the notes-bibliography system, the shortened note will rely more heavily on the chapter title to
distinguish between different works by the same author within the same volume or across multiple
volumes. Ensuring that the chapter title is sufficiently descriptive is key.

Online or Electronic Versions of Edited Volumes

Citing electronic versions of edited volumes follows similar principles but requires additional
information about the source's digital format. For author-date citations, include the URL or DOI (Digital
Object Identifier) if available. For notes-bibliography, the URL or DOI should also be included in the full
note and in the bibliography entry.

The format may include elements like "accessed [Date]" if the content is subject to change. It is
important to check the specific requirements for citing online resources within the Chicago Manual of
Style, as guidelines can evolve with digital publishing practices.



Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency

Achieving accuracy and consistency in chicago style in-text citations for edited volumes is paramount
for academic credibility. This involves meticulous attention to detail in identifying the correct author,
title, editor, and publication information for every source you use. Regularly consulting the Chicago
Manual of Style is essential, as it provides the definitive rules and examples for all citation scenarios.

Developing a systematic approach to your citations, perhaps by creating templates for different
source types, can help prevent errors. Proofreading your work specifically for citation accuracy,
ensuring that every in-text citation has a corresponding entry in your bibliography or reference list,
and that the formats are identical, will significantly enhance the professionalism of your writing.

Consistency also extends to the application of the chosen citation system (author-date or notes-
bibliography) throughout your entire document. Any deviations can confuse readers and undermine
the clarity of your research. By committing to rigorous citation practices, you demonstrate respect for
scholarly conventions and facilitate the reader's engagement with your work.

Q: What is the main difference between citing a chapter in an
edited volume and citing a standalone book in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in attributing authorship. When citing a standalone book, you cite the
author of the entire book. When citing a chapter in an edited volume, you cite the author of that
specific chapter, and the editor(s) are identified in the context of the volume.

Q: How do I handle citations when an editor of a volume also
wrote a chapter within it?
A: In both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems, you cite them as the author of that
specific chapter. The citation will credit the individual for their contribution as a chapter author, not
solely for their role as editor.

Q: When using the notes-bibliography system, is it necessary
to include the editor's name in subsequent shortened notes?
A: No, the editor's name is generally omitted in subsequent shortened notes. The shortened note
typically includes the chapter author's last name, a shortened chapter title, and the page number.

Q: What information should be included if I am citing an
online version of a chapter from an edited volume?
A: For online versions, you should include the URL or DOI (Digital Object Identifier) in your citation. In
the notes-bibliography system, you may also need to include an access date if the content is likely to
change.



Q: Can I use just the volume title in my in-text citation for an
edited volume?
A: In the author-date system, you must use the chapter author's last name, not the volume title, in
your in-text citation. The volume title is for the full reference list entry. In the notes-bibliography
system, the note begins with the chapter author's name.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography or reference list
when citing edited volumes?
A: The bibliography or reference list provides a complete alphabetical listing of all sources cited in
your work, allowing readers to locate the original sources, including the specific chapters within
edited volumes you have consulted.

Q: How do I cite an introduction or preface written by the
editor in an edited volume?
A: If the editor wrote the introduction or preface, you would cite them as the author of that section.
The citation would then focus on the editor's name and the title of the introduction/preface.
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