
chicago style in-text citations for
creative writing
chicago style in-text citations for creative writing: a comprehensive guide.
Crafting compelling narratives often involves drawing inspiration from
existing works, whether for direct quotation, paraphrasing, or acknowledging
borrowed ideas. When embarking on creative writing projects, particularly
those that engage with existing texts, understanding how to properly cite
sources is paramount. The Chicago Manual of Style offers a robust framework
for acknowledging your influences, ensuring academic integrity and allowing
your readers to trace your intellectual lineage. This article will delve into
the intricacies of Chicago style in-text citations specifically tailored for
creative writing, covering the fundamental principles, common scenarios, and
best practices. We will explore the two primary citation systems—notes-
bibliography and author-date—and guide you through their application in
various creative contexts.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Creative Writing

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that
provides comprehensive rules for writing, citation, and manuscript
preparation. While often associated with academic and scholarly works, its
principles are equally applicable to creative writing, especially when
research, allusion, or quotation from existing materials is involved. For
creative writers, CMOS offers flexibility, allowing for a citation style that
respects the integrity of the creative process while maintaining scholarly
rigor.

The core purpose of any citation system, including Chicago style, is to give
credit to original authors and to allow readers to locate the sources of
information or inspiration. In creative writing, this might mean
acknowledging the influence of a particular poet, referencing a historical
document, or quoting dialogue from a film. Failing to cite can lead to
accusations of plagiarism, regardless of intent. Therefore, mastering Chicago
style in-text citations is an essential skill for any serious creative
writer.



The Notes-Bibliography System in Creative
Writing

The Notes-Bibliography system is one of the two main citation styles outlined
in the Chicago Manual of Style. This system is often favored in the
humanities, including literature and creative writing, due to its less
intrusive nature within the text itself. It relies on superscript numbers
placed within the text to signal a citation, with full bibliographic
information provided either in footnotes at the bottom of the page or in
endnotes at the conclusion of the work.

Superscript Numbers for In-Text Citations

When using the Notes-Bibliography system for creative writing, you will place
a superscript number immediately after the passage you are citing. This
number corresponds to a note in your footnote or endnote section. The number
should follow punctuation marks, typically at the end of a sentence or
clause. For instance, if you quote a line from a poem, the superscript number
would appear after the closing quotation mark.

Example: “And miles to go before I sleep, and miles to go before I sleep.”¹

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while
endnotes are compiled at the end of the document. For creative writing, the
choice between footnotes and endnotes often depends on the intended
publication format and personal preference. Footnotes can be more convenient
for readers as they provide immediate access to the source information.
Endnotes, on the other hand, keep the main body of the text cleaner and can
be more practical for longer works or digital publications.

Formatting Notes

The first time a source is cited in a note, it requires a full bibliographic
entry. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened. The
formatting of these notes is crucial and follows specific CMOS guidelines.
Elements typically include author's name, title of the work, publication
details, and page number.

A typical first note might look like this:



1. Emily Dickinson, “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening,” in The
Complete Poems of Emily Dickinson, ed. Thomas H. Johnson (Boston:
Little, Brown and Company, 1960), 542.

A subsequent note for the same source would be abbreviated:

2. Dickinson, “Stopping by Woods,” 542.

The Bibliography

Following the notes (whether footnotes or endnotes), a bibliography is
provided. This is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in the text.
Unlike notes, the author's last name comes first in the bibliography entry.
This provides readers with a comprehensive overview of the materials
consulted and acknowledged in your creative work.

The Author-Date System in Creative Writing

The Author-Date system is the other primary citation method provided by the
Chicago Manual of Style. This system is more commonly found in the sciences
and social sciences but can be adapted for certain types of creative writing,
especially those that are heavily research-based or aim for a more academic
presentation. In this system, in-text citations consist of the author's last
name and the year of publication, enclosed in parentheses.

Parenthetical In-Text Citations

When using the Author-Date system, the citation appears directly in the text,
usually at the end of a sentence or clause, immediately before the period.
The author's last name and the year of publication are included. If you are
quoting directly, the page number should also be included within the
parentheses.

Example:

The poem’s imagery evokes a sense of profound melancholy (Dickinson 1960,
542).

If the author’s name is integrated into the text, you only need to provide
the year and page number in parentheses:



Dickinson (1960) masterfully crafts an image of profound melancholy (542).

The Reference List

Corresponding to the Author-Date in-text citations, a reference list is
provided at the end of the document. This list includes full bibliographic
information for all sources cited in the text, arranged alphabetically by
author’s last name. The format of entries in the reference list differs
slightly from the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system, most notably
in the order of author names and the inclusion of the publication year
immediately after the author's name.

Example of a reference list entry:

Dickinson, Emily. 1960. “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening.” In The
Complete Poems of Emily Dickinson, edited by Thomas H. Johnson, 542.
Boston: Little, Brown and Company.

Citing Different Types of Creative Works

Creative writing often involves engaging with a diverse range of source
materials. Chicago style provides specific guidelines for citing these
various formats within both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems.

Books

When citing books, whether novels, poetry collections, or non-fiction that
informs your creative work, the author, title, publication information, and
page number are essential. For direct quotations, the page number is
mandatory. For paraphrased ideas or general references to the work, the page
number is recommended but not always strictly required by the author-date
system unless specific ideas are being referenced.

Journal Articles and Essays

Citing articles from academic journals or essays from edited collections
requires including the author of the article, the title of the article, the
title of the journal or collection, volume and issue numbers (for journals),
and page numbers. If citing an essay from a collection, the editor(s) of the
collection and the publisher's information are also necessary.



Websites and Online Resources

In our digital age, creative writers frequently draw from online sources.
Citing websites involves providing the author or organization responsible,
the title of the specific page or article, the website's name, the
publication or last updated date, and the URL. If no date is available, the
access date is used. For creative works found online, such as digitized
manuscripts or older texts, the original publication details are still
crucial.

Films and Other Audiovisual Media

Citing films, documentaries, or even music within creative writing requires
specific information. This typically includes the title of the work, the
director or creator, the production company, and the year of release. For
direct quotations of dialogue, pinpointing the exact scene or timestamp might
be necessary, though page numbers are not applicable. If citing a script,
then standard book citation rules would apply.

Personal Communications

If your creative work incorporates information or dialogue gained from
personal interviews or correspondence, these are typically cited as personal
communications. These are usually mentioned in the text or in a note, and do
not appear in the bibliography or reference list because they are not
retrievable by the reader.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Creative
Citations

Creative writing presents unique challenges for citation, often blurring the
lines between direct influence, homage, and original creation. Navigating
these nuances with Chicago style requires careful consideration.

Distinguishing Influence from Plagiarism

One of the primary challenges is differentiating between a genuine influence
or homage and unintentional plagiarism. Chicago style helps by providing a
clear framework for acknowledging borrowed material. If a specific phrase,
sentence, or concept is taken from another work, it must be cited. When an



idea broadly influences your work but isn't directly quoted or paraphrased, a
general acknowledgment in the bibliography or a note might suffice, but this
is a judgment call best made with caution.

Citing Fictional Works within Fiction

When a creative work of fiction references or quotes from another fictional
work, the citation follows the same principles. If your character is reading
a book, and you quote from that fictional book, you cite the fictional book
as you would any other. The key is to be consistent with your chosen Chicago
style system (notes-bibliography or author-date).

Handling Ambiguous Source Information

Sometimes, sources lack clear publication dates, authors, or page numbers. In
such cases, the Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance on how to handle
missing information. Generally, you would indicate what is missing (e.g.,
"n.d." for no date) or use the best available information. For creative
works, especially older or less formally published materials, it is crucial
to do your best to provide the most complete information possible.

Maintaining a Consistent Tone

While citations are a formal requirement, they should not disrupt the flow or
tone of your creative writing. The Notes-Bibliography system often offers a
more seamless integration for creative prose and poetry, as the citations are
relegated to notes. However, if the Author-Date system is required or
preferred, ensuring the parenthetical citations are unobtrusive is key. Avoid
over-citing minor allusions that are common knowledge within a specific
literary context.

When to Cite and When Not To

General knowledge, well-known historical facts, or common literary tropes do
not require citation. However, if you are using specific wording, a unique
idea, a statistic, or any information that is not common knowledge and could
be attributed to a specific source, it should be cited. When in doubt, it is
always safer to cite.



Formatting Your Creative Writing with Chicago
Style

Adhering to the formatting guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style is
crucial for proper citation. This involves not just the content of the
citation but also its presentation within your manuscript.

Consistency is Key

Regardless of whether you choose the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date
system, consistency is paramount. Apply your chosen system uniformly
throughout your entire creative work. Inconsistent application of citation
rules can be more detrimental than minor errors. Ensure all notes,
bibliographies, or reference lists adhere to the same formatting rules.

Punctuation and Capitalization

Chicago style has specific rules for punctuation (e.g., commas, periods,
colons) and capitalization within citations. Pay close attention to how
titles are capitalized (title case for titles of books and major works,
sentence case for articles and chapters) and how punctuation is used to
separate different elements of a citation.

Digital and Print Considerations

The formatting for digital and print publications can sometimes differ. For
instance, URLs are typically included for online sources. When preparing your
manuscript for publication, consult the specific submission guidelines of the
publisher or journal, as they may have slight variations or preferences
regarding Chicago style. While the core principles remain, minor adjustments
may be necessary.

In conclusion, mastering Chicago style in-text citations for creative writing
empowers you to engage responsibly with the rich tapestry of existing
literature and ideas. By understanding the principles of both the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems, and by diligently applying them to
various source materials, you can enhance the credibility and scholarly
integrity of your creative endeavors. Proper citation not only prevents
plagiarism but also enriches your work by providing context and pathways for
your readers to explore your inspirations further.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago
style for creative writing?
A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented in the text.
The Notes-Bibliography system uses superscript numbers in the text that
correspond to footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses
parenthetical citations within the text (e.g., (Author Year, Page)).

Q: Do I need to cite every single reference to a
well-known author or work in my creative writing?
A: No, you do not need to cite common knowledge or widely recognized literary
allusions that are part of the general cultural lexicon. However, if you are
quoting directly, paraphrasing a specific idea, or using unique phrasing, you
should cite. When in doubt, it is always best to err on the side of caution
and cite.

Q: Can I use the Notes-Bibliography system even if
my creative writing is heavily research-based?
A: Yes, the Notes-Bibliography system is often favored in the humanities,
including literature, and can be perfectly suitable for research-based
creative writing. Many authors find it less disruptive to the reading
experience in narrative or poetic works.

Q: How do I cite a fictional book that my character
is reading and quoting from within my novel?
A: You would cite the fictional book as you would any other source according
to your chosen Chicago style system (Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date). This
means providing the author, title, publication details, and page number for
the quote from the fictional book.

Q: What if I cannot find a publication date for a
source I am using in my creative writing?
A: If a source lacks a publication date, the Chicago Manual of Style
recommends using "n.d." (for no date) in place of the year in your citations
and reference list or bibliography.



Q: Should I include a bibliography or a reference
list if I am using the Notes-Bibliography system?
A: Yes, if you are using the Notes-Bibliography system, you must include a
bibliography at the end of your work that lists all the sources you have
cited in your notes, alphabetized by author's last name.

Q: How do I cite a website that has changed its
content since I accessed it?
A: For online sources, it is crucial to include the access date. If the
content has changed, your access date will indicate when you viewed the
information in its original state. You should also note any "last updated"
dates provided on the page.

Q: Is it acceptable to mix and match citation styles
within a single creative writing piece?
A: No, you must choose one of the two Chicago style systems (Notes-
Bibliography or Author-Date) and apply it consistently throughout your entire
creative work. Mixing styles can lead to confusion and inaccuracies.
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