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Mastering Chicago Style In-Text Citations for Artworks

chicago style in-text citations for artworks is a fundamental skill for art historians, critics,
students, and anyone engaged in academic discourse about visual culture. Proper citation ensures
academic integrity, acknowledges the creators of visual works, and allows readers to locate the
sources you've consulted. This comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of citing artworks within
your text according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMQOS), covering various scenarios, from paintings
and sculptures to digital media. We will explore the essential components of an in-text citation, how
to handle different types of artworks, and the crucial distinction between parenthetical and note-
bibliography systems, all designed to equip you with the confidence to accurately reference visual art
in your scholarly endeavors.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style In-Text Citations for Artworks
The Parenthetical Citation System for Artworks

The Note-Bibliography System for Artworks

Citing Different Types of Artworks

Common Challenges and Solutions in Artwork Citations

Refining Your Artwork Citations for Clarity and Accuracy

Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style In-Text
Citations for Artworks

The core principle behind Chicago style in-text citations for artworks, regardless of the system used,
is to provide enough information for your reader to identify the artwork and its source without
disrupting the flow of your prose excessively. This usually involves mentioning the artist's name and
the year of creation in the parenthetical system, or a concise note in the note-bibliography system.
The goal is attribution and verifiability, ensuring that your claims about an artwork are substantiated
by its original context and any scholarly analysis you've drawn upon.

It's crucial to remember that the specific details required in your citation will depend on the artwork
itself and the context in which you are referencing it. For instance, a well-known painting by a famous
artist might require less introductory information in your text than a contemporary installation piece
by an emerging artist. The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes clarity and consistency, urging writers
to adapt its guidelines to suit their specific needs while adhering to the overarching principles of
scholarly citation.

The Purpose of In-Text Citations for Artworks

In-text citations serve a dual purpose: to give credit where credit is due and to guide your reader. By
citing the artist and date, you acknowledge the original creator's contribution to the field.
Simultaneously, these citations act as signposts, directing your audience to the full bibliographic



details of the artwork in your bibliography or notes, allowing them to explore the source material
themselves. This transparency builds trust and strengthens the credibility of your research.

Key Components of Artwork Citations

The essential elements typically included in an in-text citation for an artwork, whether parenthetical
or in a note, are: the artist's last name, the year of creation, and often a reference to the specific work
if the artist has multiple works from the same year. When referencing a reproduction of an artwork,
you will also need to cite the publication or website where you found the image. The specific format
will vary slightly between the parenthetical and note-bibliography systems.

The Parenthetical Citation System for Artworks

The parenthetical system, also known as the author-date system, is favored in some disciplines for its
directness. When citing artworks within this system, you will typically place the artist's last name and
the year of creation in parentheses at the end of a sentence or clause that references the artwork.
This method requires a corresponding bibliography at the end of your paper that lists all sources
cited, including the full details of the artworks.

Basic Parenthetical Format

The most straightforward parenthetical citation for an artwork involves the artist's last name and the
year of creation. For example, if you are discussing Leonardo da Vinci's Mona Lisa, and it was created
in 1503, your in-text citation might look like this: (da Vinci 1503). This brevity relies heavily on the
reader's ability to locate the full entry in your bibliography.

Citing Specific Works within a Parenthetical System

If you are discussing multiple works by the same artist from the same year, or if the year is
particularly crucial for distinguishing between versions or states of a work, you may need to add a
brief descriptor. For instance, (Picasso 1907a) and (Picasso 1907b) could differentiate two distinct
works from the same year, with the letters corresponding to entries in your bibliography.
Alternatively, a short title might be used if appropriate, though this is less common for very famous
works.

Referencing Reproductions in Parenthetical Citations

When you are referencing an artwork that you have seen only as a reproduction in a book, journal, or
website, your parenthetical citation should acknowledge this. The primary citation will still refer to the



artwork and artist, but your bibliography entry will include the publication details. For example, if you
encountered a photograph of an artwork in a book, your parenthetical citation in the text would still
focus on the artwork itself. However, the bibliography would detail the book containing the image.

The Note-Bibliography System for Artworks

The note-bibliography system, commonly used in art history and other humanities fields, utilizes
footnotes or endnotes to provide citation information. In this system, each mention of an artwork in
your text is followed by a superscript number, which corresponds to a note at the bottom of the page
or the end of your document. These notes contain the full citation details, and a bibliography at the
end of the paper provides a comprehensive list of all sources used.

Footnote and Endnote Conventions

When citing an artwork in a footnote or endnote, the format generally includes the artist's name, the
title of the artwork (often italicized), the medium, the dimensions (if relevant and available), the date
of creation, and the location (museum or collection). For a reproduced artwork, you would also include
the publication details of the book or article where you found the image. The first note for a source is
typically a full citation, while subsequent notes can be shortened.

Example of a Footnote Citation

A typical footnote citation for a painting might look like this: 1. Vincent van Gogh, The Starry Night,
1889, oil on canvas, 29 x 36 1/4 in., Museum of Modern Art, New York. This provides the reader with
immediate, detailed information about the artwork.

Referencing Images in the Note-Bibliography System

When referring to an image of an artwork from a publication, the note will include the publication
information after the details of the artwork itself. For example: 2. Claude Monet, Impression, Sunrise,
1872, oil on canvas, 19 1/2 x 25 1/2 in., Musée Marmottan Monet, Paris, in Monet: A Retrospective, ed.
Bernard Aberth (New York: Abrams, 2000), pl. 45.

Citing Different Types of Artworks

The Chicago style guidelines for citing artworks are flexible enough to accommodate a wide range of
media, from traditional paintings and sculptures to contemporary digital installations and
performance art. The key is to identify the essential information that best describes and locates the
artwork for your reader.



Paintings and Sculptures

For paintings and sculptures, the most critical information includes the artist's name, the title of the
work (italicized), the medium, the date of creation, and its current location. For example: Edgar
Degas, The Little Fourteen-Year-Old Dancer, bronze, painted patina, wood, lace, silk, and satin, c.
1881, cast c. 1922, Philadelphia Museum of Art.

Photographs and Prints

When citing photographs or prints, you will typically include the photographer or printmaker's name,
the title of the work (often in quotation marks for photographs, or italicized for prints), the date of
creation, and the edition number if applicable. For example: Ansel Adams, "Moonrise, Hernandez, New
Mexico," 1941, gelatin silver print, edition 15/25, The Ansel Adams Trust.

Digital Art and Installations

Citing digital art and installations can be more complex due to their often ephemeral or interactive
nature. You will need to clearly identify the artist, the title, the year of creation, and a description of
the work. If it exists primarily online, include the URL and access date. For installations, describe the
components and context. For example: Refik Anadol, Machine Hallucinations, 2017, data sculpture,
immersive installation, [specific venue], [access date], [URL if applicable].

Performance Art

Performance art citations require careful consideration of its temporal and experiential aspects. You
should name the performer or artist, the title of the performance, the date(s) and location(s) where it
took place, and the medium if applicable (e.g., video documentation). If you are citing a description of
a performance you did not witness, cite the source that describes it. For example: Marina Abramovi¢,
The Artist Is Present, March 14-May 31, 2010, performance art, Museum of Modern Art, New York.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Artwork Citations

Citing artworks can present unique challenges, especially when dealing with historical pieces,
anonymously created works, or when the available information is scarce. Understanding these
common hurdles and how to navigate them is crucial for accurate scholarly practice.

Works without a Known Artist or Date



If an artwork is unattributed or undated, the Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance. For
anonymous works, you can cite the work by its title. If the date is unknown, you can use "n.d." (no
date) in place of the year. For example: The Arnolfini Portrait, n.d., National Gallery, London. In the
note-bibliography system, the full note would reflect these omissions.

Citing Artworks in Private Collections

When an artwork is held in a private collection and not publicly accessible, citing it requires honesty
about its limited availability. You should provide as much information as possible about the artwork,
including the owner's name (if permission is granted and appropriate), and the location. However, it is
often more practical to cite a reproduction of such a work from a publication. If you have seen the
original in a private collection and are citing it directly, your note should reflect this, perhaps stating
"in a private collection, [city, state if known]."

Dealing with Different Editions or States

For prints or sculptures that exist in multiple editions or states, it is important to specify which edition
you are referencing. This might include the edition number (e.qg., "edition 3 of 100") or the specific
cast if discussing sculpture. This level of detail helps distinguish between different versions of the
same work and is crucial for art historical accuracy.

Refining Your Artwork Citations for Clarity and
Accuracy

The ultimate goal of any citation is to be clear, accurate, and helpful to your reader. This involves not
only following the rules of Chicago style but also applying critical judgment to ensure your citations
effectively communicate the information you intend.

Consistency in Formatting

One of the most important aspects of good citation practice is consistency. Once you choose a system
(parenthetical or note-bibliography) and a specific format for citing artworks, adhere to it throughout
your paper. Inconsistencies can be distracting and undermine the professionalism of your work.

Using Subtitles and Series Information

When an artwork has a subtitle or is part of a larger series, include this information in your citation.
This provides a more complete identification of the work and can be crucial for understanding its
context within the artist's oeuvre. For example: Georgia O'Keeffe, Jack-in-the-Pulpit Ill, 1930, oil on



canvas, Art Institute of Chicago.

When in Doubt, Consult the Manual

The Chicago Manual of Style is a comprehensive resource, and while this guide covers many common
scenarios, it's always best to consult the latest edition of the manual if you encounter a particularly
unusual or complex situation regarding your artwork citations. Professional writers understand the
value of referring to authoritative style guides.

FAQ

Q: What is the most common mistake people make when
citing artworks in Chicago style?

A: The most common mistake is inconsistency in formatting or missing essential details like the artist,
title, or date. Many writers also struggle with differentiating between citing the artwork itself and
citing the reproduction of the artwork in a source.

Q: Do | need to include dimensions for all artworks cited in
Chicago style?

A: Including dimensions is generally recommended for artworks like paintings and sculptures, as it
provides valuable descriptive information. However, it may not be necessary or even possible for all
types of art, such as digital media or performance art. Always use your best judgment for clarity.

Q: How do I cite an artwork | found on a museum's website
using Chicago style?

A: If you are citing the artwork itself as presented on the museum's website, you will include the
artist, title, date, and museum. In the note-bibliography system, you will also include the URL and
access date. In the parenthetical system, the bibliography entry will contain the website details.

Q: What if the artist is unknown? How do | cite an anonymous
artwork in Chicago style?

A: If the artist is unknown, you should cite the artwork by its title. In the parenthetical system, you
would use the title in place of the artist's name, followed by the date if known. In the note-
bibliography system, the title would be the first element in the note.

Q: How do | handle artworks that are part of a larger



exhibition, rather than a permanent collection?

A: When citing an artwork from a temporary exhibition, your citation should reflect this by including
details about the exhibition itself, particularly if you are referencing a catalog. For instance, you might
mention the exhibition title, dates, and venue in your note or bibliography entry.

Q: Is it acceptable to use shorthand for frequently cited
artworks after the first full citation in the note-bibliography
system?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style allows for shortened notes for subsequent references to the same
source. For artworks, this typically involves the artist's last name and a concise identifier of the work,
such as its title.

Q: What is the difference between citing an artwork and citing
the exhibition it was in?

A: Citing an artwork focuses on the individual piece by the artist, including its title, medium, and date.
Citing an exhibition focuses on the collective display of artworks, including the exhibition title, curator,
dates, venue, and any associated catalog. Both may be necessary depending on your research.

Q: When should | italicize artwork titles versus putting them
in quotation marks in Chicago style?

A: Generally, major works of art, such as paintings, sculptures, and prints, have their titles italicized.
Other visual works, like photographs, might have their titles enclosed in quotation marks, though this
can vary. Always consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for definitive guidance.
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