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Chicago Style Illustration Citation Style: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style illustration citation style is a critical component of academic
and professional writing, ensuring proper attribution and giving credit to
creators of visual works. This guide delves deeply into the nuances of citing
illustrations, diagrams, photographs, and other visual elements within the
Chicago Manual of Style framework. Understanding how to correctly format
these citations is crucial for avoiding plagiarism, maintaining academic
integrity, and allowing readers to easily locate the original sources of your
visual content. We will explore the fundamental principles of Chicago style
for visual media, break down the essential components of an illustration
citation, discuss specific scenarios like citing artwork and digital images,
and provide practical examples to clarify the process. Mastering these
citation practices will elevate the credibility and professionalism of your
work.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Citation for
Illustrations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust system for acknowledging
all sources, including visual materials. When it comes to illustrations, the
primary goal is to provide enough information for the reader to identify and
retrieve the original source. This applies whether the illustration is a
photograph, a painting, a diagram, or any other form of visual
representation. Chicago style offers flexibility, allowing for variations
depending on whether the illustration is published in a book, journal,
website, or presented as original artwork. The fundamental principle remains:
clear attribution is paramount.

The Chicago style is known for its two distinct citation systems: the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For illustrations, the Notes-



Bibliography system is often favored in the humanities and arts, while the
Author-Date system is more common in the sciences and social sciences.
Regardless of the system chosen, the information required for a complete
citation remains largely consistent, focusing on identifying the creator,
title, date, and source of the visual.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Illustration
Citation

Crafting an accurate Chicago style illustration citation requires attention
to several essential pieces of information. These elements work together to
paint a complete picture for your reader, enabling them to trace the origin
of the visual content. Ensuring each of these components is present and
correctly formatted is the cornerstone of effective attribution.

Creator/Artist Information

The identification of the individual or entity responsible for creating the
illustration is of utmost importance. This is typically the artist,
photographer, or designer. If the creator is unknown, this should be noted in
the citation. For well-known artists or photographers, using their full name
is standard practice.

Title of the Illustration

The title of the artwork or photograph is another crucial identifier. If an
illustration does not have a formal title, a descriptive phrase in italics or
quotation marks may be used to refer to it. This helps distinguish it from
other similar images.

Date of Creation or Publication

The year in which the illustration was created or the publication date of the
source where it appears is vital for establishing context and provenance.
This can be a specific year, a range of years, or a more general period if
precise dating is impossible.

Source Information

This element provides details about where the illustration can be found. It
includes the name of the publication (book, journal, website), the publisher,



the page number or URL, and any other relevant identifying information that
helps the reader locate the specific instance of the illustration.

Access Information (for online sources)

When citing illustrations found online, providing the URL and the date of
access is essential. Websites can change, and including the access date helps
readers understand when the material was available in its cited form.

In-Text Citations for Illustrations in Chicago
Style

In-text citations serve as brief pointers to the full bibliographic entry or
the corresponding footnote/endnote. For illustrations, the format will differ
slightly depending on whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-
Date system. The goal is to signal to the reader that the accompanying
illustration has a source that is detailed elsewhere in your work.

Notes-Bibliography System In-Text Citation

In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text references for illustrations are
typically handled through footnotes or endnotes. These notes correspond to a
superscript number placed near the illustration itself or within the text
discussing it. The note will contain the full citation details for the
illustration.

Author-Date System In-Text Citation

For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation is usually a parenthetical
reference. This often includes the author's last name, the year of
publication, and possibly a page number or figure number. For illustrations
specifically, you might refer to the figure number directly in the text and
then provide the full citation in the reference list.

Bibliographic Entries for Illustrations in
Chicago Style

The bibliographic entry is the comprehensive record of the illustration's
source, appearing in your bibliography or reference list at the end of your
paper. This is where the full details are laid out, allowing readers to



independently find the original material. The structure of these entries
follows specific Chicago style guidelines.

Notes-Bibliography System Bibliographic Entry

When using the Notes-Bibliography system, your bibliography will contain
entries that mirror the information found in your notes, but in a slightly
different order and format. The creator's name is usually listed last name
first, followed by the title, and then publication details.

Author-Date System Bibliographic Entry

In the Author-Date system, the bibliographic entry begins with the author's
last name, followed by their first name, then the year of publication in
parentheses. The title and publication details follow.

Citing Specific Types of Illustrations

Different types of visual materials require subtle adjustments in their
citation formatting to accurately reflect their nature and origin. Chicago
style provides guidance for various media, ensuring consistency and clarity
across your work.

Artwork and Paintings

When citing a work of art, whether it is a painting, sculpture, or drawing,
you will need to identify the artist, the title of the work, the date of
creation, and the medium. The location where the artwork is housed (e.g., a
museum or private collection) is also important.

Artist's Full Name. Title of Artwork. Date of Creation. Medium. Location
(e.g., museum name, city, state).

For example, if citing Van Gogh's Starry Night from a book:

Van Gogh, Vincent. The Starry Night. 1889. Oil on canvas. The Museum of
Modern Art, New York.

If the artwork is reproduced in a book:

Van Gogh, Vincent. The Starry Night. 1889. Oil on canvas. The Museum of
Modern Art, New York. Reproduced in Impressionist Masterpieces, by John
Smith, 112. New York: Art Books Inc., 2020.



Photographs and Digital Images

Citing photographs, whether historical or contemporary, and digital images
requires attention to the photographer, the title of the photograph (if it
has one), the date, and the source. For online images, the URL and access
date are critical.

Photographer's Full Name. Title of Photograph. Date of Photograph. Medium or
Format (e.g., photograph, digital image). Source (e.g., website name, book
title, collection name). URL (if online). Accessed Date (if online).

Example of a photograph from a website:

Adams, Ansel. Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico. 1941. Photograph. Ansel Adams
Gallery. https://www.anseladams.com/moonrise. Accessed October 26, 2023.

Example of a photograph in a book:

Adams, Ansel. Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico. 1941. Photograph. Reproduced
in Ansel Adams: 400 Photographs, edited by Peter Bacon, 55. Boston: Little,
Brown and Company, 1981.

Charts, Graphs, and Diagrams

For visual representations of data or information, such as charts, graphs,
and diagrams, the citation should identify the creator or source of the
graphic, its title or description, the date it was created or published, and
its location.

Creator's Full Name or Organization. Title of Chart/Graph/Diagram. Date of
Creation or Publication. Format (e.g., chart, graph, diagram). Source (e.g.,
book title, journal title, report name). Page number or URL.

Example of a chart from a report:

United Nations Population Division. World Population Prospects 2022: Summary
of Results. 2022. Chart. United Nations, Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, Population Division.
https://population.un.org/wpp/Graphs/1_Population%20Pyramids/4_100.pdf.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago
Style Illustration Citation

Navigating the intricacies of citing visual materials can present unique
challenges. Fortunately, Chicago style offers clear guidelines to address



most common issues, ensuring your citations are accurate and complete.

Unknown Creator or Date

When the creator or the exact date of an illustration is unknown, it is
acceptable to state this clearly in the citation. For unknown creators, use
"Unknown" or a descriptive title. For unknown dates, use "n.d." (no date) or
a general approximate date.

Reproductions of Artwork

When you cite a reproduction of artwork, it is essential to distinguish
between the original artwork and the reproduction. Your citation should
acknowledge both the original artist and the source where you encountered the
reproduction, such as a book or exhibition catalog.

Images from Online Databases and Archives

Online databases and digital archives often provide specific citation
information. Always consult any provided metadata or citation tools, as these
can offer the most accurate details for your bibliographic entry. If specific
creator information is absent, use the name of the database or archive as the
source.

Attribution within the Text vs. Caption vs.
Bibliography

Chicago style typically uses captions for figures, which include a figure
number and title, followed by a citation. The full citation resides in the
bibliography. In-text references will often point to the figure number within
your narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style
Illustration Citation Style

Q: What is the primary purpose of citing
illustrations in Chicago style?
A: The primary purpose of citing illustrations in Chicago style is to give
credit to the original creator, acknowledge the source of the visual



material, and allow readers to locate the original source, thereby avoiding
plagiarism and upholding academic integrity.

Q: How do I cite an illustration when the artist is
unknown?
A: If the artist of an illustration is unknown, you should use a descriptive
title for the work and note that the creator is "Unknown." The rest of the
citation details will follow, focusing on the title and source information.

Q: Should I include a URL for all online
illustrations?
A: Yes, when citing an illustration found online, you must include the full
URL to the specific image or page where it is located. It is also recommended
to include the date you accessed the material.

Q: How does the Chicago style handle citing a
photograph that has been reproduced in a book?
A: When citing a reproduced photograph in Chicago style, you will include
details about the original photograph (photographer, title, date) and then
indicate that it is reproduced in a specific book, providing the book's
author, title, publisher, and page number.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote/endnote
citation and a bibliography entry for an
illustration in Chicago style?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, footnotes or endnotes provide a concise
citation the first time an illustration is referenced, while the bibliography
entry is a more complete and standardized record of the source at the end of
the work. The order and punctuation of elements may differ slightly.

Q: Do I need to cite a chart or graph that I created
myself based on data from another source?
A: Yes, even if you create a chart or graph yourself, if it is based on data
or a concept from another source, you must cite the original source of that
data or concept. Your citation should acknowledge where you obtained the
information.



Q: What does "n.d." mean in a Chicago style citation
for an illustration?
A: "n.d." is an abbreviation for "no date." It is used in Chicago style
citations when the date of creation or publication for an illustration or its
source is unknown or not provided.

Q: How should I format the title of an illustration
in a Chicago style citation?
A: Generally, the title of an illustration (like a painting or photograph) is
italicized. If the illustration is part of a larger work and doesn't have its
own formal title, a descriptive phrase might be used and enclosed in
quotation marks.
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