
chicago style humanities thesis
The Chicago style humanities thesis represents a cornerstone of academic
rigor in fields ranging from literature and history to philosophy and art.
Mastering this style is not merely about adhering to a set of formatting
rules; it's about constructing a clear, persuasive, and well-supported
argument that contributes meaningfully to scholarly discourse. This guide
will provide a comprehensive overview of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
as it pertains to humanities theses, covering everything from initial
formatting to the intricate details of citation and bibliography. We will
delve into the essential components of a Chicago style humanities thesis,
explore the nuances of in-text citations and footnotes or endnotes, and
dissect the construction of a robust bibliography. Understanding these
elements is crucial for any graduate student aiming to produce a polished and
academically sound thesis.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Manual

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive
style guide, offering detailed recommendations for manuscript preparation and
publication. For a Chicago style humanities thesis, its application ensures
consistency, clarity, and credibility. It covers a broad spectrum of
editorial and stylistic issues, providing guidance on everything from
punctuation and grammar to the structure of scholarly works.

Developed and maintained by the University of Chicago Press, CMOS is known
for its flexibility, offering two distinct citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. Within the humanities,
particularly for a thesis, the notes-bibliography system is overwhelmingly
preferred. This system relies on footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within
the text, accompanied by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work.
Understanding the underlying principles of CMOS, such as its emphasis on
clarity and precision, is the first step towards effectively applying it to
your thesis.

Essential Components of a Chicago Style



Humanities Thesis

A Chicago style humanities thesis, like any substantial academic work,
comprises several key components that must be meticulously structured and
formatted. These elements work in concert to present your research, argument,
and findings in a coherent and scholarly manner.

Title Page
The title page is the formal introduction to your thesis. It must clearly
state the title of your work, your name, the name of your degree, the
department, the university, and the date of submission. The exact formatting
requirements for the title page can vary slightly by institution, so it is
crucial to consult your departmental guidelines in addition to CMOS.

Abstract
The abstract is a concise summary of your entire thesis, typically ranging
from 150 to 250 words. It should encapsulate your research question,
methodology, main arguments, and conclusions. The abstract serves as a brief
overview for potential readers, allowing them to quickly grasp the essence of
your work and decide if they wish to delve deeper.

Table of Contents
Following the abstract, the table of contents provides a detailed outline of
your thesis, listing all major sections, chapters, and subchapters with their
corresponding page numbers. This helps readers navigate your work and
understand its organizational structure. It should be generated automatically
to ensure accuracy with page numbering.

Introduction
The introduction sets the stage for your thesis. It should clearly articulate
your research problem or question, provide necessary background information,
outline the scope of your study, and present your thesis statement – the
central argument that your entire work will defend. It also typically
previews the structure of the chapters to follow.

Body Chapters
This is the core of your thesis, where you develop your arguments, present
evidence, and engage with existing scholarship. Each chapter should focus on



a specific aspect of your research, building logically upon the previous
ones. The Chicago style humanities thesis demands rigorous analysis, clear
prose, and well-integrated citations.

Conclusion
The conclusion summarizes your main findings and restates your thesis in
light of the evidence presented. It should also discuss the broader
implications of your research, suggest avenues for future study, and offer a
final, impactful statement on your contribution to the field. Avoid
introducing new information or arguments here.

Bibliography
The bibliography, or works cited, is a comprehensive alphabetical list of all
the sources you have consulted and cited in your thesis. It is a critical
component for academic integrity, allowing readers to locate and verify your
sources. The formatting of bibliography entries is highly detailed within
CMOS.

Formatting Your Chicago Style Humanities Thesis

Adhering to specific formatting guidelines is paramount when preparing a
Chicago style humanities thesis. These rules ensure a professional and
consistent presentation of your research, making it easier for your readers
and examiners to engage with your work.

Page Layout and Margins
Standard margins for academic theses are typically one inch on all sides
(top, bottom, left, and right). This provides ample space for annotations and
binding. Text should be double-spaced throughout the main body of the thesis,
with exceptions for block quotations, which are typically single-spaced and
indented.

Font and Typography
For readability, a clear and conventional font is recommended. Common choices
include Times New Roman, Arial, or Georgia, usually in 12-point size.
Headings and subheadings should be clearly distinguished using font
variations or capitalization, following a logical hierarchy. Ensure
consistency in font usage throughout the document.



Pagination
Preliminary pages, such as the abstract, table of contents, and
acknowledgments, are typically paginated using Roman numerals (i, ii, iii,
etc.), starting with the title page often unnumbered but counted. The main
body of the thesis begins with Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, etc.), with page
numbering usually placed in the upper right-hand corner or centered at the
bottom of the page. Again, check institutional guidelines for specific
requirements.

Headings and Subheadings
A clear hierarchical structure of headings and subheadings is essential for
organizing your thesis. CMOS provides guidance on how to format these, but
generally, major section titles will be centered or left-aligned, followed by
subheadings. Consistency in formatting these elements is key to a well-
organized paper.

Block Quotations
Longer quotations (typically over five lines of text) should be presented as
block quotations. This involves indenting the entire quotation from the left
margin and usually presenting it in single-spaced text, without quotation
marks. The citation follows the quotation.

The Art of Citation: Notes and Bibliographies

The notes-bibliography system in CMOS is the standard for many humanities
disciplines. It involves using numbered notes (footnotes or endnotes) to cite
sources and a bibliography to list them comprehensively.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference occurs, while
endnotes are compiled at the end of the chapter or the entire thesis. Both
systems are acceptable under CMOS, but consistency is vital. Footnotes are
often preferred for their immediacy, allowing readers to see the source
information without leaving the page. Endnotes can be less disruptive to the
page layout, especially if there are many notes.

Formatting Notes
Each note begins with a superscript Arabic numeral corresponding to the



number in the text. The first time a source is cited, the note should contain
full bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same source can
use a shortened form, typically including the author's last name, a shortened
title, and the page number. CMOS provides precise formatting for various
source types, including books, journal articles, websites, and archival
materials.

First reference to a book: Author's first name and last name, Title of
Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number.

Subsequent reference to the same book: Author's last name, Short Title,
page number.

First reference to a journal article: Author's first name and last name,
"Title of Article," Title of Journal volume, no. issue (Year): page
number.

Subsequent reference to the same article: Author's last name, "Short
Title," page number.

Crafting the Bibliography
The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in the thesis.
Unlike the notes, it does not include page numbers for every citation, but
rather a complete bibliographic entry for each source. The order of
information in a bibliography entry differs slightly from that in a footnote
or endnote. For example, authors' names are inverted (Last Name, First Name)
in the bibliography, and the publication information typically follows the
title.

The purpose of the bibliography is to provide a complete reference for all
the materials consulted. It should be meticulously compiled and formatted
according to CMOS guidelines, ensuring that every piece of information is
accurate and presented consistently.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago style humanities thesis can present
challenges. Awareness of common errors and adherence to best practices can
significantly enhance the quality and scholarly integrity of your work.



Inconsistent Citation
Perhaps the most frequent pitfall is inconsistency in citation style. Whether
it’s how you format dates, use italics, or list authors, any deviation from
CMOS throughout your notes and bibliography will detract from your thesis's
professionalism. Always refer back to the manual or reliable online resources
when in doubt.

Over-reliance on a Single Source Type
A strong humanities thesis demonstrates engagement with a diverse range of
scholarly sources. Avoid relying too heavily on secondary sources or a
limited selection of primary materials. Broadening your source base
strengthens your arguments and showcases thorough research.

Poor Integration of Evidence
Simply dropping quotations into your text without proper introduction,
analysis, or connection to your own argument is a common error. Ensure that
all borrowed material, whether direct quotes or paraphrased ideas, is
seamlessly integrated and explained within your own narrative. Your analysis
should always frame the evidence, not the other way around.

Vague Thesis Statement
A weak or unclear thesis statement can undermine the entire thesis. Your
central argument should be precise, debatable, and clearly articulated early
in the introduction. It acts as a roadmap for your research and your reader.

Neglecting Proofreading
Typos, grammatical errors, and formatting mistakes can distract from even the
most brilliant argument. Thorough proofreading and editing, ideally by a
fresh pair of eyes, are essential steps before submission. Pay special
attention to consistency in your citations and formatting.

Best Practices for Success

Start early: Begin familiarizing yourself with CMOS and your thesis
topic well in advance.

Organize meticulously: Keep detailed records of all sources used and
their bibliographic information from the outset.



Consult your advisor regularly: Seek feedback on your structure,
arguments, and adherence to style guidelines.

Utilize CMOS resources: The Chicago Manual of Style Online offers
valuable tools and FAQs.

Be consistent: Apply the chosen citation system and formatting rules
uniformly throughout the entire document.

Read widely: Examine well-written theses and scholarly articles in your
field that follow CMOS for examples.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago
style?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources and a bibliography at the end of the work. The author-date system
uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year, page) and a reference list
at the end. For humanities theses, the notes-bibliography system is generally
preferred.

Q: How do I handle citing multiple works by the same
author in my Chicago style humanities thesis?
A: When citing multiple works by the same author in the notes-bibliography
system, you will provide full bibliographic details for the first citation of
each work. Subsequent citations of the same work use a shortened format. If
you cite multiple works by the same author in your bibliography, you list
them chronologically by publication date, and for the first entry, you invert
the author's name (Last Name, First Name), while subsequent entries by the
same author in the bibliography can use three em dashes followed by the
title.

Q: What is the role of the abstract in a Chicago
style humanities thesis?
A: The abstract is a concise, self-contained summary of your entire thesis.
It typically includes your research question, methodology, main findings, and
conclusions. Its purpose is to quickly inform readers about the core content
and significance of your work.



Q: When should I use block quotations in my thesis,
and how are they formatted in Chicago style?
A: Block quotations are typically used for direct quotations longer than
approximately five lines of text. In Chicago style, they are formatted as a
distinct block of text, indented from the left margin, and usually single-
spaced, without quotation marks. The citation follows the quotation.

Q: How do I ensure consistency in my bibliography
entries for a Chicago style humanities thesis?
A: Consistency is achieved by meticulously following the specific formatting
rules outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style for each type of source (book,
article, website, etc.). Pay close attention to the order of elements,
punctuation, capitalization, and the use of italics. Using citation
management software can also help maintain consistency.

Q: Can I use footnotes and endnotes interchangeably
in my thesis?
A: No, you must choose either footnotes or endnotes and use that system
exclusively throughout your entire thesis. Consistency is a key principle of
academic writing, and your chosen method of citation should be applied
uniformly.

Q: What is the minimum word count for a Chicago
style humanities thesis?
A: There isn't a universal minimum word count for a Chicago style humanities
thesis. The required length is typically determined by the specific
university department, degree program, and the nature of the research itself.
Always consult your advisor and departmental guidelines.

Q: How do I cite a source that has no author in
Chicago style?
A: If a source has no author, the citation begins with the title of the work.
In notes, you would use the title instead of an author's name. In the
bibliography, the entry is alphabetized by the title. If the title begins
with an article ("A," "An," "The"), it is ignored for alphabetization.
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