
chicago style humanities scholarly article

chicago style humanities scholarly article is a cornerstone of academic communication, demanding

precision, clarity, and adherence to established conventions. For scholars in fields like literature,

history, philosophy, and art history, mastering this citation style is not merely about following rules; it is

about presenting rigorous research with integrity and academic credibility. This comprehensive guide

delves into the intricacies of crafting a scholarly article in Chicago style, from understanding its

fundamental principles to navigating specific citation practices for various sources. We will explore the

essential components of a well-structured Chicago-style article, the nuances of in-text citations and the

bibliography, and common pitfalls to avoid. By providing detailed explanations and practical advice, this

article aims to equip you with the knowledge necessary to produce polished, professional, and

impactful humanities scholarship that adheres to the esteemed Chicago Manual of Style.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that provides comprehensive

recommendations for all aspects of manuscript preparation and submission. For humanities disciplines,

Chicago style is particularly prevalent, offering two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography

system and the author-date system. While both are valid, the notes-bibliography system is more

commonly favored in humanities scholarship due to its ability to incorporate extensive commentary and



elaboration directly within the notes, enhancing the textual flow of the main body of the article.

The flexibility of Chicago style allows scholars to engage with their sources in nuanced ways. It

encourages detailed engagement with primary and secondary materials, providing space for critical

analysis and contextualization within the footnotes or endnotes. This system also helps readers easily

access the original source material referenced by the author, fostering transparency and facilitating

further research. Understanding the fundamental philosophy behind Chicago style—emphasizing clarity,

consistency, and thoroughness—is crucial for its effective application in scholarly writing.

Structure of a Chicago Style Humanities Scholarly Article

A typical Chicago style humanities scholarly article adheres to a conventional academic structure

designed to guide the reader logically through the research. This structure typically begins with an

introduction that sets the stage, states the research question or thesis, and outlines the article's scope.

Following the introduction, the main body of the article presents the evidence, analysis, and

arguments. This section is often broken down into thematic or chronological subheadings to enhance

readability and organization. Finally, the article concludes by summarizing key findings and offering

broader implications, though a distinct "conclusion" section is not always strictly required in Chicago

style.

The distinct feature of many Chicago-style humanities articles is the integration of extensive

explanatory or supplementary material within the notes. These notes, whether footnotes or endnotes,

serve a dual purpose: they provide precise source attribution and can also include digressions,

additional evidence, or methodological discussions that might interrupt the flow of the main text. This

allows for a cleaner, more focused main narrative while still offering comprehensive scholarly support

and commentary.

The Abstract and Keywords

While not always mandated by every journal, an abstract is a standard component of most scholarly

articles. It provides a concise summary of the research, typically ranging from 150 to 250 words,

highlighting the article's purpose, methodology, key findings, and significance. Following the abstract, a



list of relevant keywords is essential for discoverability. These keywords help databases and search

engines categorize and retrieve your article, making it accessible to a wider academic audience

interested in your specific area of study.

The Introduction and Thesis Statement

The introduction is critical for engaging the reader and establishing the article's direction. It should

clearly articulate the research problem or question, provide necessary background context, and

present the author's thesis statement. The thesis statement is the central argument that the entire

article aims to support. In a humanities context, this often involves interpreting a text, analyzing a

historical event, or exploring a philosophical concept. The introduction should also offer a roadmap of

the article's structure, indicating how the argument will unfold.

The Body of the Article

The main body of the article is where the core research and argumentation take place. Each

paragraph should focus on a single idea that contributes to the overall thesis. Evidence from primary

and secondary sources is presented and analyzed to support the claims being made. This section is

where the in-text citations, typically in the form of footnotes or endnotes, are crucial for attributing all

borrowed material. The logical progression of ideas and the seamless integration of evidence are

paramount for persuasive scholarly writing.

In-Text Citations in Chicago Style

In the notes-bibliography system of Chicago style, in-text citations are rendered through numbered

footnotes or endnotes. Each instance where information, ideas, or direct quotations are drawn from

another source is marked with a superscript Arabic numeral. This numeral corresponds to a note at the

bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the article (endnote). The first time a source is cited in

full, the note provides complete bibliographic information. Subsequent citations to the same source can



be shortened, often including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number(s).

The primary goal of in-text citations in Chicago style is to provide readers with clear and immediate

access to the original sources. This allows for verification of the author's interpretations and enables

readers to explore the source material themselves. The system's clarity ensures that the author's

original voice and argument remain at the forefront, without constant interruption from parenthetical

author-date citations.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often a matter of journal preference or authorial style.

Footnotes appear at the bottom of each page, directly linked to the superscript numeral in the text.

This placement offers immediate access for the reader, as they do not need to turn to another section

of the document. Endnotes, on the other hand, are compiled at the end of the article or book, after the

main body of text but before the bibliography. While endnotes can sometimes be less disruptive to the

page layout, they require the reader to flip back and forth to consult the source information.

Formatting Notes

The formatting of notes in Chicago style is highly specific and varies depending on the type of source

being cited. Generally, the first note for a source includes all necessary bibliographic details, such as

author name(s), title, publication information, and page number. For subsequent notes to the same

source, a shortened form is used. For example, a note might appear as: Author Last Name, Shortened

Title, Page Number. Consistency in formatting these notes is crucial for maintaining the professional

appearance and academic rigor of the scholarly article.

The Bibliography: A Comprehensive List of Sources

The bibliography is an indispensable component of any Chicago style humanities scholarly article. It

appears at the end of the article and provides a complete alphabetical listing of all the sources that



were cited in the notes. Unlike the notes, which offer specific citation details for each instance of use,

the bibliography serves as a comprehensive reference tool for the reader. It allows for a complete

overview of the research undertaken and provides all the necessary information for locating each

source.

The organization and formatting of the bibliography are critical. Entries are typically listed alphabetically

by the author's last name. The formatting of each entry within the bibliography mirrors that of the first

note for that source, but with a key difference: the author's last name is listed first, followed by their

first name. This convention aids in the alphabetical sorting of entries and provides a clear and

organized overview of the scholarly landscape the author has engaged with.

Alphabetical Order

The bibliography must be meticulously alphabetized by the author's last name. If multiple works by the

same author are included, they are then arranged chronologically by publication date, with the earliest

work appearing first. In cases where there are multiple authors with the same last name, the first name

is used to differentiate them. This systematic organization ensures that readers can quickly locate

specific works within the bibliography, contributing to the overall usability of the article.

Formatting Bibliography Entries

Each entry in the bibliography should contain all the necessary bibliographic information to identify and

locate the source. The format for each entry depends on the type of source. For books, this typically

includes the author's name, the full title (italicized), and publication details (place of publication,

publisher, year). For journal articles, it includes the author's name, the article title, the journal title

(italicized), volume and issue numbers, and the date and page range of the article. Precision in

formatting is paramount.



Citing Specific Source Types

Chicago style provides detailed guidelines for citing a wide array of source materials commonly used in

humanities scholarship. Mastering these specific formats ensures accuracy and allows readers to

easily retrieve the exact information referenced. From books and journal articles to archival materials

and online resources, each has its own set of formatting conventions within both the notes and the

bibliography.

The careful application of these citation rules demonstrates the author's diligence and respect for

intellectual property. It also builds trust with the reader, assuring them that the research presented is

grounded in verifiable sources. Whether citing a rare manuscript or a recent digital publication,

adhering to Chicago's specifications is essential for academic integrity.

Books

Citing books in Chicago style involves providing the author's name, the full title in italics, and

publication details. For a full note, the format is typically: Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book

(Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number. In the bibliography, the author's last name

precedes their first name: Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication:

Publisher, Year.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are cited with the author's name, article title in quotation marks, the journal title in

italics, and publication information including volume, issue, date, and page numbers. A full note would

look like: Author First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Date):

page number. The bibliography entry follows a similar structure but with the author's last name first:

Author Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Date): page

range.



Websites and Online Resources

Citing online resources requires careful attention to URLs and access dates. For a note: Author or

Organization, “Title of Specific Page,” Title of Website, publication or last modified date (if available),

accessed Month Day, Year, URL. The bibliography entry would be: Author or Organization. “Title of

Specific Page.” Title of Website. Publication or last modified date (if available). Accessed Month Day,

Year. URL. It is crucial to include the access date as online content can change or disappear.

Common Challenges and Best Practices

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style can present challenges, even for experienced scholars.

Common pitfalls include inconsistencies in formatting, misinterpreting the distinction between notes and

bibliography entries, and failing to cite all sources adequately. To mitigate these issues, diligent

proofreading and a thorough understanding of the Chicago Manual of Style are essential. It is also

beneficial to utilize citation management software, though it is crucial to always double-check the

generated citations against the manual's guidelines.

Adhering to best practices involves developing a systematic approach to citation from the outset of the

research process. Keeping detailed records of all consulted sources and noting the exact page

numbers for quotations and paraphrased information can save significant time and effort during the

writing and revision stages. Familiarizing yourself with the specific requirements of the journal or

publisher to which you intend to submit your article is also a vital step in ensuring compliance.

Maintaining Consistency

Consistency is the bedrock of effective citation. Whether you choose footnotes or endnotes, ensure

that the formatting for similar types of sources remains uniform throughout the entire article. This

includes the capitalization of titles, the punctuation used in entries, and the inclusion or omission of

specific pieces of information. Inconsistency can distract readers and undermine the credibility of your

scholarship.



Proofreading and Verification

Thorough proofreading for citation errors is as important as proofreading for grammatical mistakes or

typos. Every note and bibliography entry should be verified against the original source. A common

practice is to have a colleague or editor review your citations for accuracy and adherence to Chicago

style. This external review can catch errors that the author might have overlooked.

Revising and Polishing Your Scholarly Article

The process of crafting a Chicago style humanities scholarly article extends beyond the initial drafting

and citation. Rigorous revision and polishing are essential to ensure the clarity, coherence, and

academic integrity of your work. This involves not only refining your arguments and prose but also

meticulously checking the accuracy and consistency of your Chicago style citations. Attention to detail

in this final stage significantly elevates the quality and professionalism of your scholarship.

Before submitting your article, engage in multiple rounds of revision. Read your work aloud to catch

awkward phrasing or logical gaps. Solicit feedback from peers or mentors, paying close attention to

their comments on your argument, evidence, and the clarity of your writing. Finally, conduct a

comprehensive review of your Chicago style citations, ensuring every note and bibliography entry

conforms to the guidelines and accurately reflects your sources.

Focusing on Argument and Flow

Beyond the mechanics of citation, effective revision involves strengthening your overall argument and

ensuring a smooth flow between sections and paragraphs. Does your introduction clearly set up your

thesis? Does each body paragraph contribute meaningfully to its support? Are your transitions between

ideas clear and logical? Addressing these structural and argumentative elements is crucial for a

compelling scholarly article.



The Final Citation Check

This final check is critical for Chicago style humanities scholarly articles. Go through your notes and

bibliography systematically. Confirm that all cited works appear in the bibliography and vice versa.

Double-check that every footnote or endnote accurately corresponds to the text. Ensure that shortened

notes are formatted correctly and that the bibliography entries are in correct alphabetical order and

adhere to the specified formats for books, articles, and other sources. This meticulous attention to

detail is a hallmark of professional academic writing.

---

Q: What are the two main citation systems within the Chicago Manual

of Style?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography

system and the author-date system. The notes-bibliography system, which uses footnotes or endnotes

for citations, is more prevalent in humanities disciplines like history, literature, and the arts.

Q: How does the notes-bibliography system differ from the author-date

system in Chicago style?

A: The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources, allowing for

detailed commentary and elaboration within the notes. The author-date system uses parenthetical

citations in the text (Author Last Name Year, Page Number) which correspond to a reference list at the

end of the work.

Q: When citing a source for the first time in a Chicago style note, what



information should be included?

A: When citing a source for the first time in a Chicago style note (footnote or endnote), you should

include all essential bibliographic information: author's full name, title of the work (italicized for books,

in quotation marks for articles), publication details (place, publisher, year for books; journal title,

volume, issue, date, and page numbers for articles), and the specific page number(s) being

referenced.

Q: How are subsequent citations to the same source handled in the

Chicago notes-bibliography system?

A: For subsequent citations to a source that has already been fully cited in a previous note, Chicago

style uses a shortened form. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the

title (if necessary to distinguish from other works by the same author), and the specific page

number(s). For example: Smith, History of Ideas, 45.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in a Chicago style scholarly

article?

A: The bibliography in a Chicago style scholarly article is a comprehensive, alphabetized list of all the

sources that were cited in the notes. Its purpose is to provide readers with a complete overview of the

research materials used and to enable them to locate these sources for further study.

Q: How should the author's name be formatted in a Chicago style

bibliography entry?

A: In a Chicago style bibliography entry, the author's last name is always listed first, followed by their

first name. For example: Smith, John. This format facilitates the alphabetical sorting of entries.



Q: Are there specific guidelines for citing online sources in Chicago

style?

A: Yes, Chicago style has specific guidelines for citing online sources. These typically include the

author or organization, the title of the specific page or article, the title of the website, any publication or

modification dates, the date the source was accessed, and the URL.

Q: What is the difference between footnotes and endnotes in Chicago

style?

A: Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is referenced in the text, offering

immediate access to the source information for the reader. Endnotes are compiled at the end of the

article or book, requiring the reader to turn to a separate section to consult the citation details. Both

are acceptable in Chicago style, with the choice often determined by journal or publisher preference.
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