
chicago style humanities page numbers

chicago style humanities page numbers are a critical component of academic writing, ensuring clarity,

consistency, and proper attribution. Whether you are a student, researcher, or scholar in the

humanities, mastering the intricacies of how to cite page numbers in Chicago style is essential for

producing polished and credible work. This comprehensive guide will delve deep into the various

nuances of incorporating page numbers within the Chicago Manual of Style, covering everything from

parenthetical citations and footnotes to block quotes and specific source types. Understanding these

guidelines not only prevents plagiarism but also enhances the reader's ability to locate and verify your

sources, a cornerstone of scholarly integrity.
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Understanding Chicago Style Page Numbering Basics

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for academic citation, and page

numbers are a vital element within this system. They serve as precise locators for information within a

source, allowing readers to find the exact passage that supports your claims. This precision is

paramount in academic discourse, where the ability to verify information quickly and accurately is

highly valued. Chicago style offers two primary systems for citation: the notes-bibliography system and



the author-date system. While both systems utilize page numbers, their placement and format differ

slightly. Understanding these foundational principles is the first step toward correctly implementing

Chicago style page numbering in your research.

The core purpose of including page numbers is to provide direct access to the information being

referenced. Without them, a reader interested in a specific point you’ve made would have to sift

through entire chapters or even whole books, a task that is both time-consuming and inefficient.

Therefore, the Chicago style emphasizes the importance of specific pagination whenever possible,

particularly when quoting directly or paraphrasing closely from a source. This attention to detail

distinguishes well-researched work from less rigorous scholarship.

Parenthetical Citations and Page Numbers in Chicago Style

When employing the author-date system, parenthetical citations are the standard method for

referencing sources. These brief citations are placed directly within the text, typically at the end of a

sentence or clause, and include the author's last name, the year of publication, and the specific page

number(s). For example, a parenthetical citation might appear as (Smith 2023, 45). This format allows

readers to quickly identify the source and the precise location of the cited material without disrupting

the flow of your prose.

The inclusion of the page number is non-negotiable when you are directly quoting or paraphrasing a

specific idea or piece of information from a source. For indirect references or general statements

drawn from a work, the page number might be omitted, but it is generally recommended to include it

whenever feasible for maximum clarity. The structure of the parenthetical citation is designed for

conciseness; it should be unobtrusive yet informative, guiding the reader efficiently to the bibliography

or reference list for full publication details.



When to Include Page Numbers in Parenthetical Citations

Page numbers are mandatory in parenthetical citations for direct quotations. When you lift words

directly from a source, you must indicate the exact page from which they were taken. For paraphrased

information, especially when it represents a specific argument or finding, including the page number is

highly recommended. This practice demonstrates a thorough engagement with the source material and

acknowledges the origin of the idea, even if it's not a verbatim quote.

Formatting Page Numbers in Parenthetical Citations

The standard format for a single page number in a parenthetical citation is a comma followed by the

number, like (Author Year, Page). For multiple consecutive pages, use a comma and an en dash (or

hyphen) to indicate a range, such as (Author Year, 45–47). If you are referencing multiple non-

consecutive pages, separate them with commas: (Author Year, 45, 52, 60). Consistency in formatting

these ranges is key to maintaining a professional appearance in your work.

Footnotes and Endnotes for Page Number References

The notes-bibliography system, prevalent in many humanities disciplines, relies heavily on footnotes or

endnotes for citations. In this system, a superscript Arabic numeral is placed in the text, corresponding

to a numbered note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote).

These notes contain detailed bibliographic information, including the author, title, publication details,

and crucially, the specific page number(s) being referenced. This system allows for extensive citation

information without cluttering the main body of the text.



The first time a source is cited in a note, the full bibliographic information is provided, including the

page number. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened, often using just the author's

last name, a shortened title if necessary, and the page number. The clear advantage of this system is

its ability to incorporate extensive notes, explanations, and asides without disrupting the narrative flow.

First Reference Notes

When citing a source for the first time in a note, the Chicago Manual of Style requires a full

bibliographic entry. This entry must include the author’s full name, the complete title of the work,

publication information (city, publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) being cited. For

example: 1. Jane Doe, The History of Ideas (New York: Academic Press, 2022), 78. This

comprehensive approach ensures that readers have all the necessary information to locate the source.

Subsequent Reference Notes

For any subsequent references to the same source within the same document, Chicago style allows

for a shortened note format. This typically includes the author’s last name, a shortened version of the

title (if the original title is long or if multiple works by the same author are used), and the page number.

For instance: 2. Doe, History of Ideas, 112. If the source is exceptionally well-known or frequently

cited, it might be permissible to use only the author’s last name and page number after the first full

citation, provided there is no ambiguity.

Citing Multiple Pages in Notes



When referring to a range of pages in footnotes or endnotes, the Chicago Manual of Style uses an en

dash (or a hyphen) to denote the span. For example, a note might read: 3. John Smith, Cultural

Studies Today (London: University Publishing, 2021), 150–155. If you need to refer to several specific,

non-consecutive pages, list them separated by commas: 4. Smith, Cultural Studies Today, 150, 153,

160. This attention to detail is crucial for accurate scholarly work.

Citing Page Numbers for Different Source Types

Chicago style provides specific guidance on citing page numbers for a variety of source materials.

While books are common, academic research often involves articles, websites, interviews, and other

media. Each type of source may present unique challenges or require slightly different approaches to

accurately pinpoint the referenced information. Understanding these distinctions ensures

comprehensive and correct citation across your research.

Books

For books, page numbers are straightforward. You simply locate the relevant page or page range

where the information appears and cite it according to whether you are using the notes-bibliography

system or the author-date system. This is the most common scenario for citing page numbers in

Chicago style, and the format is consistent: either within parentheses or in a footnote/endnote.

Journal Articles

When citing journal articles, page numbers refer to the specific pages within the journal issue. For



example, a footnote might cite: 5. Alice Brown, "The Evolution of Modern Art," Journal of Art History

35, no. 2 (2023): 210. In author-date style, it would be (Brown 2023, 210). If the article is published

online and paginated independently (e.g., a PDF download), you cite those page numbers. For articles

that are only online and do not have traditional page numbers, you may cite section numbers or

paragraph numbers if available and clearly identifiable.

Websites and Online Sources

Citing page numbers for websites can be tricky, as many lack traditional pagination. For online articles

or pages that do have clear page breaks or paragraph numbering, follow the established Chicago style

guidelines for those elements. If an online source has no discernible page or paragraph numbers, and

you are citing a specific section, you may need to describe the location within the text, such as by

heading. However, for direct quotes or precise information, it is always best to find a source with clear

locators.

Interviews

When citing interviews, whether published or unpublished, Chicago style emphasizes providing enough

information for the reader to access the interview. If the interview has been transcribed and published

in a book or journal, you would cite it as you would that source, including page numbers. For

unpublished interviews, you would typically cite the date of the interview and possibly a transcript

reference if available, rather than specific page numbers.



Special Considerations for Page Numbers in Chicago Style

Beyond the standard citation formats, Chicago style addresses several specific scenarios that require

careful attention to page numbering. These can include referencing introductions, appendices, or works

that have multiple editions. Ensuring accuracy in these less common situations demonstrates a

sophisticated understanding of the citation manual.

Prefatory Material

Prefatory material in books, such as introductions, forewords, and prefaces, is typically paginated using

lowercase Roman numerals (i, ii, iii, etc.). When citing these sections, you must use the Roman

numeral pagination. For example: 6. William Jones, "Foreword," in A Study of Ancient Civilizations

(Chicago: University Press, 2020), iv. This distinction is important for correctly identifying the location

of the material.

Appendices and Other Back Matter

Appendices, bibliographies, and indexes at the end of a book are usually paginated with Arabic

numerals, continuing the numbering from the main text or starting anew with Arabic numerals. Always

check the specific pagination of the work. For instance, if an appendix is on page A-5, you would cite it

as (Jones 2020, A-5) or in a note as Jones, A Study of Ancient Civilizations, A-5.



Works with Multiple Editions

When citing a work that has gone through multiple editions, it is crucial to specify the edition you used.

This is usually done in the bibliographic entry and potentially in the note. The page numbers you cite

should correspond to the edition you consulted. For example: 7. Mary Green, The Art of Writing (3rd

ed., London: Publisher Ltd., 2019), 92. The edition number helps readers locate the precise version of

the text you relied upon.

Block Quotes and Page Number Integration

Block quotes, also known as displayed quotes, are used for longer passages of text (typically

exceeding four or five lines, though this can vary by style guide). These quotes are set off from the

main text, usually indented, and do not use quotation marks. The citation for a block quote, including

the page number, follows the same principles as in-text citations but is typically placed after the closing

punctuation of the quote.

Properly integrating block quotes enhances the credibility of your argument by allowing you to present

substantial evidence directly. The accompanying citation ensures that this evidence is correctly

attributed and easily verifiable. The placement of the page number is critical to avoid any ambiguity

about the source of the quoted material.

Formatting Block Quotes



A block quote is introduced by a colon or a declarative sentence. The entire quote is then indented

from the left margin. The citation, including the page number, is placed after the final punctuation mark

of the quote. For example:

The author elaborates on this point:

> This particular aspect of the phenomenon has long been overlooked by scholars, leading to a

skewed understanding of its true impact. The evidence suggests a deeper historical connection than

previously assumed. (Davis 2022, 115)

This format clearly separates the quoted material and its source.

Placement of Page Numbers with Block Quotes

In Chicago style, the page number for a block quote is typically placed at the end of the quote, after

the concluding punctuation (usually a period). This applies whether you are using the notes-

bibliography system or the author-date system. For instance, in a footnote, the note would appear as:

8. John Davis, Historical Perspectives (Boston: University Publications, 2022), 115. The consistency in

placement ensures that readers can always find the source of the quoted text.

Citing Page Ranges in Chicago Style

Citing a range of pages is common when a particular idea or argument spans multiple pages, or when

you are referring to a section of a work that is defined by its page spread. Chicago style provides clear

guidelines for how to format these page ranges in both parenthetical citations and notes. Accuracy in

denoting these ranges is essential for directing readers to the correct section of the source.



Formatting Page Ranges in Parenthetical Citations

When using parenthetical citations, a range of pages is indicated using an en dash (or a hyphen if an

en dash is not available) between the two numbers. For example, if the relevant information is on

pages 50 through 53, the citation would be (Smith 2023, 50–53). This format is concise and

immediately communicates that the reference spans multiple pages.

Formatting Page Ranges in Notes

In footnotes and endnotes, page ranges are formatted similarly. The numbers are separated by an en

dash (or hyphen). For example, a note might read: 9. Sarah Lee, The Modern Novel (London: Penguin

Books, 2021), 75–79. This ensures that readers understand the scope of the referenced material. If a

work is paginated with Roman numerals in its prefatory material, the range would also use Roman

numerals, e.g., iii–vi.

When to Use Page Ranges

Page ranges are appropriate when the information you are citing is not confined to a single page but

rather is distributed across a section of the text. This might include the development of a complex

argument, a description of an event that unfolds over several pages, or a discussion of a theme that is

explored throughout a chapter or section. Using a range avoids the need to list every single page

number and accurately reflects the continuous nature of the information.



Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Page Numbering

Despite the clarity of the Chicago Manual of Style, writers can sometimes fall into common traps when

it comes to page numbering. These errors, if overlooked, can detract from the professionalism and

credibility of an academic work. Being aware of these potential mistakes can help you avoid them and

ensure your citations are impeccable.

Inconsistent Formatting

One frequent error is inconsistent formatting of page numbers, particularly regarding the use of dashes

and commas, or the distinction between Arabic and Roman numerals. Another issue is varying the

style between parenthetical citations and notes within the same document. Sticking strictly to the

Chicago Manual's specifications for each system is crucial.

Omitting Page Numbers When Necessary

A significant error is failing to include page numbers when directly quoting or closely paraphrasing

material. This omission is not only a citation error but can also be perceived as a lack of thoroughness

in research. Always ensure that specific claims are tied to their exact source locations.

Incorrectly Citing Prefatory or Back Matter



Mistaking the pagination of prefatory materials (using Arabic numerals instead of Roman) or incorrectly

citing appendix pages are common oversights. Always pay close attention to how each part of a book

is paginated and reflect that accurately in your citations. The goal is to lead the reader precisely where

the information is located.

Misinterpreting Page Ranges

Using a hyphen instead of an en dash for page ranges, or incorrectly specifying the start and end

pages, can lead to confusion. Similarly, using page ranges when a single page would suffice, or vice

versa, can misrepresent the scope of your engagement with the source. Always consider whether a

single page or a range best represents the location of the information.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference in how page numbers are used in the

notes-bibliography system versus the author-date system in Chicago

style?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, page numbers are integrated into footnotes or endnotes to

pinpoint specific information. In the author-date system, page numbers are included directly within

parenthetical citations in the text, like (Author Year, Page).

Q: Do I need to include page numbers for every citation in Chicago



style?

A: You must include page numbers for direct quotations and are highly recommended for paraphrased

ideas or specific arguments. For general references to a work, page numbers may sometimes be

omitted, but precision is always preferred.

Q: How do I cite a range of pages in Chicago style?

A: You cite a range of pages using an en dash (or hyphen) between the starting and ending page

numbers, for example, (Author Year, 45–47) in parenthetical citations or Author, Title, 45–47 in notes.

Q: How should I handle page numbers for prefatory material like

introductions or forewords in Chicago style?

A: Prefatory material in books is typically paginated with lowercase Roman numerals (i, ii, iii). You

should cite these using the Roman numerals as they appear, such as (Author Year, iv).

Q: What if a website I am citing does not have page numbers?

A: If a website lacks traditional page numbers, you should look for paragraph numbers or section

headings. If none are clearly identifiable, and you are citing a specific passage, you may need to

describe the location within the text. However, it is best to find sources with clear locators for precise

citation.

Q: When do I use an en dash versus a hyphen for page ranges in

Chicago style?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style prefers an en dash for page ranges (e.g., 45–47). If an en dash is

unavailable, a hyphen can be used as a substitute.



Q: How do I cite a quote that spans multiple pages in a block quote?

A: For a block quote, the page number(s) are placed after the final punctuation of the quote. If it spans

multiple pages, you would cite the range, e.g., (Author Year, 115–117).

Q: What is the correct way to cite a specific section of a book that

might not have distinct page numbers, such as an index?

A: For sections like indexes or bibliographies, you would cite the page number as it appears, often

using Arabic numerals. If the index is on page 350, you would cite it as (Author Year, 350).

Q: If I cite multiple sources with the same author and year in Chicago

style, how do page numbers help differentiate them?

A: Page numbers are crucial for differentiating sources when the author and year are the same. They

direct the reader to the specific content within each distinct work, ensuring accurate attribution.

Q: Is it acceptable to cite an entire chapter by its number if it doesn't

have specific page numbers I need to reference?

A: Chicago style strongly prefers specific page numbers. While you might refer to a chapter by number

in your text for context, any direct or paraphrased information from that chapter must be accompanied

by the precise page number(s) where it appears within the chapter.
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