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Understanding the Chicago Style Humanities Journal Article: A Comprehensive
Guide

chicago style humanities journal article writing demands precision, adherence
to specific guidelines, and a deep understanding of academic conventions.
Whether you are a seasoned scholar or a burgeoning researcher, mastering this
style is crucial for producing polished, publishable work in fields like
literature, history, philosophy, and the arts. This comprehensive guide will
demystify the intricacies of crafting a Chicago style humanities journal
article, covering everything from manuscript preparation and citation methods
to formatting nuances and submission best practices. We will explore the core
principles of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) as it applies to journal
articles, delve into the essential elements of its two main citation systems,
and offer practical advice for navigating the often-complex world of academic
publishing.
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Introduction to Chicago Style for Journal
Articles

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and extensively used
style guide in academic writing, particularly within the humanities. When it
comes to producing a chicago style humanities journal article, understanding
its core principles is paramount for clear, consistent, and authoritative
scholarship. This guide serves as an in-depth resource, navigating the
specific demands of this style for publication in peer-reviewed journals. We
will examine the foundational elements of manuscript preparation, the nuances
of its dual citation systems, and the practical steps involved in formatting
and citing your work correctly. Our aim is to equip you with the knowledge
necessary to confidently craft a journal article that meets the high
standards expected in Chicago style humanities disciplines.

The Two Chicago Citation Systems: Notes-
Bibliography vs. Author-Date



One of the most distinctive features of the Chicago Manual of Style is its
provision of two distinct citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography (NB)
system and the Author-Date (AD) system. Both are widely accepted, but their
application depends heavily on the specific journal's editorial guidelines.
Understanding when and why to use each is fundamental to adhering to the
conventions of a chicago style humanities journal article.

Notes-Bibliography (NB) System

The Notes-Bibliography system is prevalent in many humanities disciplines,
including literature, history, and the arts. It relies on superscript numbers
within the text that correspond to footnotes or endnotes, which provide full
bibliographic information for each source at the point of citation. A
comprehensive bibliography then follows the main text, listing all consulted
sources in alphabetical order.

Author-Date (AD) System

The Author-Date system, while also used in the humanities, is more commonly
found in social sciences and some scientific fields. In this system, in-text
citations consist of the author's last name and the year of publication,
often with page numbers. These parenthetical citations refer to a reference
list at the end of the article, which includes full bibliographic details for
all cited works.

Manuscript Preparation: The Foundation of a
Chicago Style Article

Before delving into the specifics of citation and formatting for a chicago
style humanities journal article, meticulous manuscript preparation is
essential. This involves ensuring your research is well-organized, your
arguments are clearly articulated, and your prose is polished and free of
errors. A strong foundation in content and structure will make the subsequent
stylistic considerations far more manageable.

Structuring Your Research Paper

A typical journal article structure in the humanities includes an
introduction that sets the context and thesis, a body of paragraphs that
develop the argument with supporting evidence, and a conclusion that
summarizes findings and offers broader implications. Adhering to a logical
flow is crucial for readability and scholarly impact.

Drafting and Revising for Clarity and Conciseness

Thorough drafting and multiple rounds of revision are indispensable. Focus on



the clarity of your arguments, the precision of your language, and the
conciseness of your expression. Eliminate jargon where possible, define key
terms, and ensure smooth transitions between paragraphs and sections.

Formatting Your Chicago Style Humanities
Journal Article

Adhering to specific formatting guidelines is a non-negotiable aspect of
submitting a chicago style humanities journal article. Journals often have
their own stylistic preferences, but the Chicago Manual of Style provides a
robust framework to follow.

General Manuscript Formatting

Standard formatting typically includes double-spacing throughout the entire
manuscript, 1-inch margins on all sides, and a standard, readable font such
as Times New Roman or Arial, usually in 12-point size. Page numbers should be
included, typically in the header.

Title Page and Author Information

While some journals require a separate title page, others may ask for the
title and author information to be placed at the top of the first page of the
manuscript. Always consult the specific submission guidelines of the target
journal for their requirements regarding author name, affiliation, and
contact information.

Citing Sources in Chicago Style: Notes-
Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system is a cornerstone of many chicago style
humanities journal article submissions. It involves using textual citations
that refer to notes, which then provide detailed bibliographic information.

In-Text Citations (Notes)

When referencing a source within your text, insert a superscript Arabic
numeral immediately following the punctuation of the quoted or paraphrased
material. This number corresponds to a footnote or endnote. For direct
quotations, it is standard practice to include the page number in the note.



Footnotes vs. Endnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while
endnotes are collected at the end of the article, before the bibliography.
Most journals specify which type of note they prefer, or if they allow
either. Both serve the same function: to provide source attribution and
bibliographic details.

Citing Sources in Chicago Style: Author-Date
System

For journals that adopt the Author-Date system, the method of in-text
citation and reference list compilation differs significantly from the Notes-
Bibliography approach, yet remains equally rigorous for a chicago style
humanities journal article.

In-Text Citations (Author-Date)

In the Author-Date system, citations appear parenthetically within the text,
typically following the material being referenced. The format is generally
(Author Last Name Year, Page Number). For example: (Smith 2020, 45). If the
author's name is mentioned in the text, only the year and page number are
needed in parentheses: Smith argued in 2020 that... (45).

Reference List

The reference list, appearing at the end of the article, is an alphabetical
compilation of all sources cited in the text. Each entry provides complete
bibliographic information, allowing readers to locate the original sources
easily.

Crafting Effective Footnotes and Endnotes

Whether using the Notes-Bibliography system, correctly formatted footnotes or
endnotes are critical for the integrity of a chicago style humanities journal
article. They not only give credit to original sources but can also contain
supplementary material.

First Reference vs. Subsequent References

The first time a source is cited, the note should include full bibliographic
information. Subsequent citations of the same source can be abbreviated,
often using the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.
The term "ibid." can be used for consecutive citations of the exact same



source, but its use should be judicious to avoid confusion.

Types of Sources and Their Formatting

Each type of source—books, journal articles, websites, interviews, etc.—has
specific formatting requirements for notes. For instance, a book note will
include the author's full name, title, publication details, and page number,
while a journal article note will typically include the article title,
journal title, volume, issue, date, and page range.

Book format: Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of
Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number(s).

Journal article format: Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article,"
Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number(s).

Compiling the Bibliography or Reference List

The final section of your chicago style humanities journal article, whether a
bibliography or a reference list, is as crucial as the main body. It serves
as a complete inventory of your sources and must be meticulously prepared.

Alphabetical Order and Entry Formatting

Both the bibliography (used with Notes-Bibliography) and the reference list
(used with Author-Date) are alphabetized by the author's last name. The
formatting of each entry within these lists must precisely follow CMOS
guidelines, with variations for different source types (books, edited
volumes, articles, etc.).

Inclusion of Works Consulted

A bibliography may include works consulted but not directly cited, allowing
readers to explore the broader scholarly context. A reference list, however,
typically includes only works that have been explicitly cited in the text.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style
Journal Articles

Navigating the complexities of Chicago style can lead to common errors that
can detract from the professionalism of your chicago style humanities journal
article. Awareness of these pitfalls can help prevent them.



Inconsistent Citation Practices

The most frequent error is inconsistency in citation style, whether within
notes, the bibliography, or in-text citations. Ensure every citation adheres
strictly to the chosen system (NB or AD) and the specific requirements of the
journal.

Incorrect Formatting of Source Types

Each source type has unique formatting rules. Misapplying these rules, such
as using the wrong punctuation for a journal article versus a book chapter,
is a common oversight. Always consult CMOS or the journal's style sheet for
definitive guidance.

Plagiarism and Improper Attribution

Beyond stylistic concerns, failing to cite sources correctly can lead to
unintentional plagiarism. Thoroughly understanding when and how to cite is
paramount for academic integrity.

Submitting Your Chicago Style Humanities
Journal Article

The final step in the process of creating a chicago style humanities journal
article is submission. Journals have specific submission portals and
requirements that must be followed diligently.

Consulting Journal Submission Guidelines

Before submitting, always read the "Author Guidelines" or "Submission
Requirements" section of the target journal. These guidelines will detail
preferred citation style, manuscript formatting, word count limits, and
submission procedures.

Peer Review Process

Be prepared for the peer review process, which is standard for academic
journal articles. Constructive criticism from reviewers is an opportunity for
improvement, and addressing their feedback thoughtfully is part of scholarly
discourse.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date citation systems in
Chicago style for humanities journal articles?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system uses superscript numbers in the text that
correspond to footnotes or endnotes for citations, and a bibliography at the
end. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations with
author's name and year (and page number), and a reference list at the end.

Q: Which humanities disciplines typically prefer the
Notes-Bibliography system for journal articles?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system is commonly preferred in disciplines such as
literature, history, art history, philosophy, and classics for their journal
articles.

Q: How should I handle multiple citations to the same
source within a Chicago style humanities journal
article using the Notes-Bibliography system?
A: For the first citation, provide full bibliographic details in the note.
Subsequent citations of the same source can be abbreviated using the author's
last name, a shortened title, and the page number. "Ibid." may be used for
consecutive citations of the exact same source and page, but sparingly.

Q: Are there specific formatting requirements for
tables and figures within a Chicago style humanities
journal article?
A: Yes, Chicago style has guidelines for formatting tables and figures.
Generally, they should be clearly labeled, numbered consecutively, and placed
as close as possible to their first mention in the text, or compiled at the
end of the manuscript as specified by the journal.

Q: When I use the Author-Date system, does the
reference list include only works cited in the text?
A: Typically, yes. The reference list in the Author-Date system is intended
to include only those works that have been explicitly cited within the body
of your Chicago style humanities journal article.

Q: What are the essential elements of a book entry in
a Chicago style bibliography or reference list?
A: The essential elements for a book entry are the author's full name, the
full title of the book, the place of publication, the publisher's name, and



the year of publication. For journal articles, it would include the article
title, journal title, volume, issue, and publication date.

Q: How can I ensure my Chicago style humanities
journal article is free of plagiarism?
A: To avoid plagiarism, you must properly cite all sources from which you
borrow ideas, information, or direct text. This includes quoting,
paraphrasing, and summarizing. Use either the Notes-Bibliography or Author-
Date system meticulously for all attributions.

Q: What should I do if a journal's submission
guidelines contradict the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: Always prioritize the journal's specific submission guidelines over
general CMOS rules. Journals often adapt CMOS to their own editorial
preferences, so their stated requirements are paramount for acceptance.

Q: Is it acceptable to use online citation generators
for my Chicago style humanities journal article?
A: While online generators can be a helpful starting point, they are not
always perfectly accurate, especially with complex source types or specific
journal requirements. It is crucial to cross-reference and manually verify
all generated citations against the official Chicago Manual of Style and the
journal's guidelines.
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