
chicago style humanities dissertation
Understanding the Chicago Style Humanities Dissertation: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style humanities dissertation is a cornerstone for scholars in fields such as literature,
history, philosophy, art history, and religious studies. Adhering to its specific guidelines is not
merely about following rules; it is about contributing to a scholarly tradition that values clarity,
precision, and rigorous argumentation. This comprehensive guide will navigate you through the
intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) as applied to doctoral dissertations in the
humanities. We will delve into its core components, including citation methods, formatting
requirements, and best practices for presenting your research. Understanding these elements is
crucial for producing a polished and academically sound work that effectively communicates your
scholarly contributions to the wider academic community.
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What is the Chicago Manual of Style?

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide that
provides recommendations on grammar, punctuation, citation, and manuscript preparation.
Developed and maintained by the University of Chicago Press, it has been a standard in academic
publishing for over a century. Its flexibility and detailed guidance make it particularly well-suited for
the diverse needs of humanities scholarship, offering a robust framework for presenting complex
research.

Unlike some other style guides that might focus more narrowly on specific disciplines, CMOS is
broad in its scope, covering everything from the minutiae of punctuation to the broader aspects of
digital publishing. Its enduring relevance stems from its consistent updates to reflect evolving
scholarly practices and technological advancements, ensuring that it remains a practical and
authoritative resource for dissertations and other scholarly works.



Key Principles of Chicago Style for Humanities
Dissertations

At the heart of the Chicago style for humanities dissertations are principles of clarity, consistency,
and attribution. The primary goal is to enable readers to easily understand the author's argument
and the evidence supporting it, while also giving proper credit to the sources consulted. This
involves meticulous attention to detail in both the presentation of the text and the acknowledgment
of external material.

Consistency is paramount. Once a particular style decision is made—whether regarding
capitalization, hyphenation, or the format of a specific source type—it must be applied uniformly
throughout the entire dissertation. This includes the main body of the text, footnotes, endnotes, and
the bibliography. Inconsistencies can distract the reader and detract from the perceived
professionalism and academic rigor of the work.

Citation Methods in Chicago Style

Chicago style offers two primary systems for citing sources: the Notes and Bibliography system and
the Author-Date system. For most humanities dissertations, the Notes and Bibliography system is the
preferred and more commonly used method.

The Notes and Bibliography System

This system employs numbered footnotes or endnotes within the text to refer readers to specific
sources. A comprehensive bibliography, listing all works cited, is then included at the end of the
dissertation. This method allows for detailed explanations and digressions in the notes while keeping
the main text uncluttered.

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page on which they are cited, providing immediate access to
source information. Endnotes are collected at the end of a chapter or the entire document. Both
serve the same purpose: to provide the reader with the necessary information to locate the source
material and to give credit to the original authors.

The Author-Date System

While less common in traditional humanities dissertations, the Author-Date system is also supported
by CMOS. In this method, parenthetical citations within the text (e.g., (Smith 2020, 45)) refer the
reader to a reference list at the end of the document, which includes full bibliographic information
for all cited works.

This system is often favored in fields with a greater emphasis on empirical research or when a large



number of sources are cited repeatedly, as it can streamline the in-text citation process. However,
the nuanced nature of humanities arguments often lends itself better to the descriptive capacity of
the Notes and Bibliography system.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago Style

The application of footnotes or endnotes in a Chicago style humanities dissertation requires careful
adherence to specific formatting and content guidelines. Each note should contain sufficient
information for the reader to identify the source precisely.

The first citation of a source in a note typically includes full bibliographic details: author’s full name,
title of the work (italicized), publication information, and page number(s). Subsequent citations of
the same source can be shortened, usually including the author’s last name, a shortened title, and
the page number.

First citation of a book: Author’s Full Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year), Page Number.

Subsequent citation of the same book: Author’s Last Name, Shortened Title, Page
Number.

First citation of an article in a journal: Author’s Full Name, “Title of Article,” Title of
Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number.

Subsequent citation of the same article: Author’s Last Name, “Shortened Title,” Page
Number.

It is crucial to maintain consistency in the level of detail provided for each note, ensuring that the
reader can easily distinguish between different sources. The use of "ibid." (meaning "in the same
place") is permissible for consecutive references to the same source but should be used judiciously
to avoid confusion.

The Bibliography in Chicago Style

The bibliography is a critical component of a Chicago style humanities dissertation, serving as a
comprehensive list of all the sources that have been consulted and cited within the work. It provides
readers with a complete overview of the scholarly conversation that informs your research and
allows them to explore these sources further.

The bibliography should be organized alphabetically by the author’s last name. Each entry should be
formatted according to the same principles used in the notes, but with slight variations to ensure
clarity and conciseness. For instance, the author's name is typically inverted (Last Name, First



Name) in the bibliography, and the title of the work is italicized.

Book entry: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Journal article entry: Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page Numbers.

Chapter in an edited book: Last Name, First Name. “Title of Chapter.” In Title of Book,
edited by Editor’s Full Name, Page Numbers. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

It is important to include all relevant publication information, such as the publisher, year of
publication, and edition (if applicable). The bibliography should be meticulously compiled, ensuring
that every source cited in the notes has a corresponding entry, and vice versa. For dissertations, it is
common practice to include both cited and consulted sources in the bibliography, often labeled as
“Bibliography” or “Works Cited and Consulted.”

Formatting Your Chicago Style Humanities Dissertation

Beyond citation conventions, the Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed guidance on the physical
and structural formatting of a dissertation. Adherence to these standards ensures a professional
presentation that meets academic expectations and facilitates ease of reading and review.

This encompasses everything from the margins and line spacing to the numbering of pages and the
presentation of various textual elements. Universities often have their own specific formatting
requirements that supplement or modify CMOS guidelines, so it is essential to consult your
department's dissertation handbook.

Title Page and Preliminary Pages

The title page is the first impression of your dissertation and must be meticulously formatted. It
typically includes the full title of the dissertation, your name, the degree you are seeking, the name
of your department and university, and the date of submission. CMOS provides specific guidance on
the placement and capitalization of each element.

Following the title page, preliminary pages usually include a copyright page, an abstract, a table of
contents, and a list of figures or tables. Each of these sections has its own formatting conventions,
including the use of Roman numerals for page numbering in these initial sections.

Chapter Structure and Manuscript Formatting



A humanities dissertation is typically organized into chapters, each representing a distinct part of
your argument. Chapters should begin on a new page. CMOS offers recommendations for chapter
headings, subheadings, and the overall flow of the manuscript to ensure logical progression and
readability.

General manuscript formatting includes double-spacing throughout the text (though some
universities may permit single-spacing for block quotations), one-inch margins on all sides, and
consistent font usage (typically Times New Roman or a similar serif font, 12-point size). The main
text should be numbered with Arabic numerals, usually starting with the first page of your
introduction.

Tables, Figures, and Other Visual Elements

When your dissertation incorporates tables, figures, images, or other visual elements, CMOS
provides clear guidelines for their inclusion and citation. Each visual element should be numbered
sequentially (e.g., Figure 1, Table 2) and accompanied by a descriptive caption. The source of any
visual element that is not your own original creation must be clearly acknowledged, both in a caption
note and in the main citation system (footnotes/endnotes and bibliography).

The placement of these elements can vary, but they are often embedded within the text near where
they are first discussed or collected in a separate list of figures or tables preceding the main text.
Consistency in labeling and referencing these elements is key to maintaining academic rigor.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating the complexities of Chicago style for a humanities dissertation can be challenging, and
several common pitfalls can easily derail even the most well-researched work. Awareness of these
issues is the first step toward prevention.

One frequent issue is inconsistent citation practices. This can manifest as variations in how the same
type of source is cited, or the omission of essential details in notes or the bibliography. Another
common problem is incorrect formatting of specific source types, such as edited collections, archival
materials, or online resources. Additionally, failing to adhere to the specific formatting requirements
of one's university or department can lead to unnecessary revisions.

Inconsistent Citations: Ensure every source is cited the same way every time.

Incorrect Source Formatting: Double-check the CMOS guidelines for each unique source
type.

Page Numbering Errors: Carefully manage Roman and Arabic numeral page numbering.

Ignoring Departmental Guidelines: Always cross-reference CMOS with your institution's
specific requirements.



Over-reliance on "ibid.": Use it sparingly and ensure clarity.

Lack of a Comprehensive Bibliography: Include all cited and consulted works.

Proactive proofreading, utilizing style-checking software (though always with human oversight), and
seeking feedback from faculty advisors and peers are crucial strategies for avoiding these pitfalls. A
thorough final review, specifically focused on adherence to CMOS and institutional guidelines, is
indispensable.

Leveraging Resources for Chicago Style Compliance

Successfully completing a Chicago style humanities dissertation relies on diligent research and the
effective use of available resources. The primary resource, of course, is the Chicago Manual of Style
itself. However, several other tools and strategies can significantly aid in ensuring compliance.

University writing centers and departmental librarians are invaluable resources. They often provide
workshops, individual consultations, and specialized guides tailored to dissertation writing and
adherence to Chicago style. Many universities also maintain style guides or checklists specific to
their own dissertation requirements, which are essential supplements to the CMOS.

Online resources, while useful, should be approached with caution. Always prioritize official CMOS
resources or university-approved guides. Citation management software can also be helpful in
organizing sources and generating bibliographies, but it is crucial to understand that these tools are
aids, not replacements for human judgment and careful proofreading. Ultimately, the most effective
resource is often a combination of diligent self-study, expert guidance, and meticulous attention to
detail throughout the writing process.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system in Chicago
style for a humanities dissertation?
A: The Notes and Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources and
concludes with a bibliography of all works cited. The Author-Date system uses in-text parenthetical
citations (e.g., (Smith 2020, 45)) and concludes with a reference list. The Notes and Bibliography
system is generally preferred for humanities dissertations due to its flexibility in accommodating
scholarly commentary within the notes.



Q: How do I cite a source for the first time in a footnote or
endnote using the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: For the first citation of a book, you would typically include the author’s full name, the title of the
book (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific
page number(s) being cited. For example: John Doe, The History of Ideas (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2018), 45.

Q: What is the correct way to format a bibliography entry for a
chapter in an edited book in Chicago style?
A: A chapter entry in an edited book in the bibliography should include the chapter author’s last
name, first name, the chapter title (in quotation marks), followed by "In" and then the title of the
edited book (italicized), the editor(s)' full name(s) preceded by "edited by," the page numbers of the
chapter, the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For example: Smith,
Jane. "Early Modern Debates." In Renaissance Thought, edited by Robert Brown, 112-135. New
York: Oxford University Press, 2019.

Q: Can I use abbreviations like "et al." or "ibid." in my Chicago
style dissertation notes?
A: Yes, you can use abbreviations like "et al." (and others) for multiple authors and "ibid." (in the
same place) for consecutive references to the same source. However, "ibid." should be used
sparingly and only when the reference is to the immediately preceding note. It's crucial to ensure
that their usage is clear and doesn't cause confusion for the reader.

Q: What are the essential elements of a title page for a
Chicago style humanities dissertation?
A: A Chicago style dissertation title page typically includes the full title of the dissertation, your
name, the degree you are seeking (e.g., Doctor of Philosophy), the name of your department and
university, and the date of submission. Specific formatting for layout and capitalization should be
confirmed with your institution's guidelines.

Q: How should I format page numbers in a Chicago style
dissertation?
A: Preliminary pages (title page, abstract, table of contents, etc.) are usually numbered with
lowercase Roman numerals (i, ii, iii, etc.), starting with the page after the title page. The main body
of the dissertation, beginning with the introduction, should be numbered with Arabic numerals (1, 2,
3, etc.).



Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?
A: In the Notes and Bibliography system, the comprehensive list of all sources consulted and cited is
called a bibliography. In the Author-Date system, the list of works cited is called a reference list. For
humanities dissertations using the Notes and Bibliography system, the term "Bibliography" is
standard.

Q: Should I include sources I consulted but did not directly
cite in my dissertation's bibliography?
A: It is common practice for dissertations to include a bibliography that lists all sources consulted,
even those not directly cited. This is often indicated by a title like "Bibliography" or "Works
Consulted and Cited," signaling the broader scope of your research engagement.

Q: Where can I find the most authoritative information on
Chicago style for dissertations?
A: The most authoritative source is the Chicago Manual of Style itself, currently in its 17th edition.
Additionally, your university's graduate school or departmental handbook will provide specific
guidelines that may supplement or adapt CMOS for your institution's requirements. Consulting with
your dissertation advisor or a university writing center expert is also highly recommended.

Chicago Style Humanities Dissertation

Chicago Style Humanities Dissertation

Related Articles
chicago style formatting for authors
chicago style for science journalism
chicago style how to avoid plagiarism

Back to Home

https://www.chem.study/textbooks-031/chicago-style-humanities-dissertation.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-031/chicago-style-formatting-for-authors.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-031/chicago-style-for-science-journalism.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-031/chicago-style-how-to-avoid-plagiarism.pdf
https://www.chem.study

