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The Chicago Style Guide Scholarly Articles: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style guide scholarly articles represent a cornerstone of academic communication,
providing a standardized framework for presenting research with clarity, precision, and credibility.
Adhering to this style is not merely a matter of form; it is essential for ensuring that scholarly work
is accessible, understandable, and properly attributed. This comprehensive guide delves into the
intricacies of applying Chicago style to academic articles, covering everything from citation methods
to manuscript preparation. We will explore the dual systems of Chicago style—Notes-Bibliography
and Author-Date—and when to employ each, alongside detailed explanations of in-text citations,
bibliographical entries, and stylistic conventions for prose. Understanding these elements is crucial
for researchers, students, and editors aiming to uphold the highest standards of academic integrity
and professional presentation in their scholarly writing.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems, each suited for different
academic disciplines and publication types. Understanding the fundamental differences between the
Notes-Bibliography (NB) system and the Author-Date (AD) system is the first critical step in correctly
applying Chicago style to scholarly articles. The choice between these systems often depends on the
journal's requirements or the conventions of a specific field of study.

The NB system, characterized by the use of footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography, is traditionally
favored in the humanities, including literature, history, and the arts. This system allows for detailed
commentary and extensive bibliographic information within the notes themselves, offering a more
fluid reading experience for prose while deferring detailed source identification to the end of the
document. The Author-Date system, conversely, employs parenthetical in-text citations and a
reference list, a format more commonly found in the social sciences and natural sciences.

Notes-Bibliography System for Scholarly Articles

The Notes-Bibliography (NB) system is a hallmark of Chicago style for many scholarly disciplines,
particularly those within the humanities. Its primary mechanism involves numbered notes (either
footnotes at the bottom of the page or endnotes at the conclusion of the text) that provide source
information. These notes are linked to corresponding superscript numbers within the main body of
the article.



In-Text Citations in the NB System

In the NB system, in-text citations are indicated by superscript Arabic numerals placed at the end of
a sentence or clause, immediately before punctuation. These numbers correspond to specific notes
in the footnote or endnote section. For direct quotations, paraphrases, or summaries of specific
ideas, a note is required to cite the source. Subsequent citations of the same source can be
shortened, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the page
number(s).

Footnotes and Endnotes in the NB System

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are
compiled at the end of the article. Each note begins with a superscript number matching the in-text
citation. The first time a source is cited, the note should contain full bibliographic details.
Subsequent citations of the same source should use a shortened form. For instance, a first note for a
book might include the author's full name, the title in italics, publication details, and the specific
page number. A subsequent note for the same source would typically be formatted as "Author's Last
Name, Shortened Title, Page Number."

The Bibliography in the NB System

Following the main text and any endnotes, the NB system requires a bibliography. This is an
alphabetical list of all the sources cited in the article, as well as any other sources consulted and
deemed relevant to the study. The bibliography provides full bibliographic information for each
source, allowing readers to easily locate and consult the original materials. Entries in the
bibliography are typically organized alphabetically by the author's last name. The format of each
entry (for books, journal articles, websites, etc.) follows specific Chicago style guidelines, ensuring
consistency and clarity.

Author-Date System for Scholarly Articles

The Author-Date (AD) system, also known as the parenthetical citation system, is another integral
part of Chicago style, widely adopted in fields like the social sciences and natural sciences. This
system prioritizes brevity in the text, allowing for a smoother reading flow while still providing clear
and accessible source attribution.

In-Text Citations in the AD System

In the AD system, in-text citations consist of the author's last name and the year of publication,
enclosed in parentheses. If a specific page or range of pages is being referenced, it is included after
the year, typically separated by a comma. For example, a citation might appear as (Smith 2020, 45)
for a direct quote or paraphrase. When the author's name is mentioned in the text, only the year and
page number (if applicable) need to be included in the parentheses, such as (2020, 45).



The Reference List in the AD System

The AD system culminates in a reference list, which appears at the end of the article. This list
contains full bibliographic details for every source cited in the text. Unlike the bibliography in the
NB system, the reference list in the AD system typically includes only those sources that have been
directly referenced within the article. The entries are alphabetized by the author's last name. The
formatting of each entry in the reference list is consistent with Chicago style guidelines for various
source types, ensuring that readers have all the necessary information to retrieve the original
materials.

Common Elements in Chicago Style Scholarly Articles

Regardless of whether the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system is employed, several core
stylistic and formatting principles are common to all Chicago style scholarly articles. These elements
contribute to the overall professionalism, readability, and scholarly rigor of the work.

Formatting of Titles and Headings

Titles of books and journals are italicized, while titles of articles or chapters within edited volumes
are placed in quotation marks. Main headings within the article should be clearly distinguished,
often using a specific font size, style, or capitalization pattern as dictated by the target publication.
Subheadings further organize the text and should follow a consistent hierarchical format.

Numbers and Abbreviations

Chicago style provides specific guidelines for the use of numbers and abbreviations. Generally,
numbers one through ninety-nine are spelled out, while numbers 100 and above are written as
numerals, with exceptions for certain contexts like dates, measurements, and statistics.
Abbreviations should be used sparingly and defined upon first use if they are not universally
recognized.

Punctuation and Grammar

Precision in punctuation and grammar is paramount. Chicago style offers detailed recommendations
for comma usage, semicolon use, apostrophes, and the treatment of possessives and plurals.
Consistent and correct grammar ensures that the author's ideas are conveyed clearly and without
ambiguity, reinforcing the scholarly authority of the article.

Formatting and Manuscript Preparation

Beyond citation and prose style, the physical presentation of a scholarly article according to Chicago
style is crucial for its submission and reception. Journals and academic publishers often have
specific manuscript preparation guidelines that authors must follow meticulously.



General Manuscript Formatting

Standard manuscript formatting includes double-spacing the entire text, including quotations and
notes or references. Margins are typically set at one inch on all sides. The font should be a legible,
standard typeface, such as Times New Roman, in 12-point size. Pages should be numbered
consecutively, usually starting with the title page.

Quotations

Short quotations (typically under five lines of prose) are incorporated directly into the text, enclosed
in quotation marks. Longer quotations, known as block quotations or extracts, are set off from the
main text by indenting the entire passage and are not enclosed in quotation marks. Both types of
quotations must be followed by appropriate citations according to the chosen Chicago system.

Tables and Figures

Tables and figures should be clearly labeled and numbered sequentially. Each table and figure
should have a descriptive title. The placement of tables and figures is usually near the first mention
of them in the text, or they may be grouped at the end of the manuscript, depending on publication
guidelines. Any source information for data presented in tables or figures must be cited.

Special Considerations for Scholarly Articles

Scholarly articles often present unique challenges and require specific considerations within the
framework of Chicago style. Addressing these nuances ensures the article meets the rigorous
standards of academic publication.

Works Cited vs. Bibliography

It is essential to understand the distinction between the terms "Works Cited" and "Bibliography." In
the Author-Date system, the list of sources is called a "Reference List" or "Works Cited." In the
Notes-Bibliography system, it is referred to as a "Bibliography." While the Author-Date list contains
only cited works, the Notes-Bibliography system's bibliography can, and often should, include works
consulted but not directly cited, if they informed the author's thinking. Always adhere to the specific
terminology preferred by the journal.

Electronic and Digital Sources

The digital age has introduced a proliferation of electronic and digital sources. Chicago style
provides detailed guidance on how to cite online journals, websites, databases, social media posts,
and other digital materials. Key elements often include the author (if available), title of the specific
piece, title of the larger work or website, publication date (or access date if no publication date is
available), and a stable URL or DOI (Digital Object Identifier). Accuracy and completeness in citing
these sources are critical for verifiability.



Consistency in Application

Perhaps the most crucial aspect of applying Chicago style to scholarly articles is maintaining
absolute consistency. Every citation, every formatting choice, and every stylistic detail should be
applied uniformly throughout the entire document. Inconsistent application can undermine the
credibility of the research and lead to rejection by publishers. Proofreading and careful review
specifically for Chicago style adherence are indispensable steps in the publication process.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style for
scholarly articles?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and compiled at the end. The
Notes-Bibliography system uses superscript numbers in the text that refer to footnotes or endnotes
containing citation details, followed by a comprehensive bibliography at the end. The Author-Date
system uses parenthetical citations in the text (e.g., (Smith 2020, 45)) followed by a reference list of
all cited works.

Q: Which academic fields typically prefer the Notes-
Bibliography system for scholarly articles?

A: The Notes-Bibliography system is most commonly preferred in the humanities disciplines,
including history, literature, art history, and philosophy, where detailed textual references and
scholarly commentary are often integrated into the footnotes or endnotes.

Q: When is the Author-Date system typically used for Chicago
style scholarly articles?

A: The Author-Date system is more prevalent in the social sciences (such as sociology, political
science, and psychology) and the natural sciences, where brevity in text and quick identification of
sources are prioritized.

Q: How are direct quotations handled in Chicago style
scholarly articles?

A: Short quotations (typically under five lines) are integrated into the text and enclosed in quotation
marks, with the appropriate citation following immediately. Longer quotations are presented as
block quotations, indented from the main text, and without quotation marks, also followed by a
citation.



Q: What is the role of the bibliography in the Notes-
Bibliography system for scholarly articles?

A: The bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in the
article, and often includes other works consulted that are relevant to the topic. It provides full
publication details for each source, allowing readers to locate them easily.

Q: How does the reference list in the Author-Date system
differ from the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system?

A: The reference list in the Author-Date system typically includes only those sources that have been
directly cited within the text. It is also an alphabetical list providing full bibliographic details.

Q: Are there specific guidelines for formatting book titles and
journal article titles in Chicago style scholarly articles?

A: Yes, book titles and journal titles are italicized. Titles of individual articles within journals or
chapters within edited books are enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: What are the key elements to include when citing
electronic or digital sources in a Chicago style scholarly
article?

A: When citing digital sources, it is important to include the author (if known), the title of the
specific piece, the title of the website or larger work, the publication date (or access date if no
publication date is available), and a stable URL or DOI.

Q: Why is consistency in applying Chicago style crucial for
scholarly articles?

A: Consistency ensures clarity, professionalism, and credibility. Inconsistent application of citation
rules, formatting, or stylistic conventions can lead to confusion for readers and may result in
rejection by academic journals or publishers.

Q: Can a scholarly article use both the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date systems?

A: No, scholarly articles must adhere to one system exclusively. The choice of system is typically
dictated by the specific journal's style guide or the conventions of the author's academic discipline.
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