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Mastering Citations and Formatting: A Comprehensive Chicago Style Guide for Political Science

chicago style guide political science is an essential resource for students, researchers, and academics aiming for
clarity, consistency, and credibility in their scholarly work. Adhering to this widely respected citation style
ensures that your research in political science is presented with precision, making it easier for readers to
understand your arguments and verify your sources. This guide will delve into the intricacies of the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS), focusing specifically on its application within the field of political science, covering
everything from in-text citations and bibliographies to stylistic nuances that enhance academic writing. We
will explore the two primary systems—notes-bibliography and author-date—and discuss how to properly
format various types of sources commonly encountered in political science research, from journal articles and
books to government documents and online resources.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style in Political Science

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), often referred to simply as Chicago style, is a comprehensive style guide
that provides recommendations on grammar, usage, punctuation, and, most importantly, citation. For political
science, a discipline heavily reliant on empirical evidence, theoretical frameworks, and historical context,
adhering to a standardized citation method is paramount. Political science papers, whether they are
undergraduate essays, master's theses, doctoral dissertations, or peer-reviewed journal articles, demand a
high level of academic rigor. Chicago style facilitates this by offering a robust framework for acknowledging
sources, thereby preventing plagiarism and allowing readers to trace the lineage of ideas and data. Its
flexibility also allows it to adapt to the diverse forms of scholarship found within political science, from
quantitative studies to qualitative analyses.

The adoption of Chicago style in political science underscores the discipline's commitment to transparency and
scholarly integrity. By meticulously detailing how to cite a vast array of source materials, from classic
texts to contemporary digital publications, CMOS equips political scientists with the tools to present their
research in a clear, organized, and authoritative manner. This comprehensive approach ensures that the
intellectual contributions of scholars are properly attributed and that the foundations of their arguments
are readily accessible to the academic community. Consequently, mastering the nuances of the Chicago style
guide is not merely a matter of following rules; it is an integral part of constructing sound and impactful
political science scholarship.

The Two Chicago Style Systems: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-
Date

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems, and political science scholars can choose
the one most suitable for their specific needs or dictated by the publication venue. The first, and often more



traditional for humanities and some social sciences including political science, is the notes-bibliography system.
This system utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, with a corresponding bibliography
at the end of the work that lists all cited sources alphabetically. The second system is the author-date
system, which is more common in the natural and social sciences. This method involves parenthetical in-text
citations that include the author's last name and the year of publication, followed by a reference list at the
end that contains all the sources cited.

The choice between these two systems in political science often depends on the specific subfield or the
requirements of a particular journal or publisher. The notes-bibliography system can be advantageous when
extensive explanatory notes or digressions are necessary, as these can be seamlessly integrated into the
footnotes or endnotes without disrupting the main text's flow. The author-date system, conversely, is often
preferred for its conciseness in the text, allowing readers to quickly identify the source and date of
information without interruption. Both systems, when applied correctly, achieve the fundamental goals of
citation: providing clear attribution and enabling source verification.

Advantages of the Notes-Bibliography System in Political Science

The notes-bibliography system offers several advantages for political science research. Its primary benefit lies
in its capacity to accommodate supplementary information or tangential discussions without interrupting the
narrative of the main text. For instance, a political scientist might use a footnote to elaborate on a
methodological detail, offer a brief historical aside relevant to a concept, or provide a definition that is not
crucial to the immediate sentence but might be helpful to the reader. This allows for a cleaner, more focused
main argument while still providing a space for rich contextualization and detailed evidence.

Furthermore, the notes-bibliography system is often favored in political theory and historical political science
where extensive engagement with primary texts and secondary scholarly debates is common. The detailed
annotations can provide a deeper scholarly conversation, allowing the author to engage with multiple
interpretations or critiques without making the primary argument cumbersome. The bibliography, in turn,
provides a comprehensive overview of the literature consulted, serving as a valuable resource for further
research by readers.

Advantages of the Author-Date System in Political Science

The author-date system, while perhaps less common in some traditional political science subfields, offers
distinct advantages, particularly in empirical and quantitative political science. Its primary strength is its
efficiency and directness. The in-text citation, such as (Smith 2020, 45), immediately tells the reader who made
the claim and when it was published, along with the specific page number for precise reference. This can be very
useful when dealing with large datasets, statistical findings, or when referencing a high volume of sources
frequently within the text.

This system also contributes to a more streamlined reading experience, as readers are not interrupted by
lengthy footnotes or endnotes. The reference list, which includes all works cited, is organized alphabetically,
making it easy for readers to locate specific sources. This format is particularly beneficial for empirical
research where the focus is on presenting findings and their evidentiary support concisely and efficiently. Many
journals in quantitative political science and public policy specifically mandate the author-date system.

Crafting Effective Citations for Political Science Research

Effective citation in political science is about more than just avoiding plagiarism; it's about building trust
with your audience and demonstrating a thorough understanding of the existing scholarship. Whether you are



analyzing voting patterns, deconstructing policy implications, or examining international relations, correctly
citing your sources is non-negotiable. This involves meticulous attention to detail in how you format different
types of publications, ensuring that every piece of borrowed information—be it a direct quote, a paraphrase,
or a statistic—is properly attributed according to Chicago style guidelines.

The core of effective citation lies in clarity and completeness. For every source used, the citation must provide
enough information for a reader to locate that source independently. This principle guides the formatting of all
Chicago style citations, from the brief in-text references to the detailed entries in the bibliography or reference
list. Political scientists often deal with a wide range of source materials, making adherence to specific
formatting rules for each type crucial for maintaining academic integrity and facilitating scholarly dialogue.

Formatting Books and Edited Volumes

Books are foundational to political science scholarship, and their correct citation is critical. In the notes-
bibliography system, the first citation of a book will typically include the author's full name, the full title
of the book (italicized), the city of publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page
number(s) cited. Subsequent citations of the same work can be shortened to the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation will be (Author Last Name Year, Page Number). The
corresponding entry in the reference list will include the author's last name and first initial, the publication
year in parentheses, the italicized book title, the city of publication, and the publisher. Edited volumes are cited
similarly, with the editor(s) name(s) taking the place of the author(s) in the primary citation, often preceded by
"ed." or "eds."

Citing Chapters in Edited Volumes

When citing a chapter within an edited volume, the Chicago style requires specific formatting to distinguish the
chapter author from the volume editor. In the notes-bibliography system, the note would typically include the
chapter author's full name, the chapter title (in quotation marks), the word "in," the italicized title of the
edited volume, the editor(s)' name(s) followed by "ed." or "eds.," the page range of the chapter, the city of
publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For the author-date system, the reference list entry
would be structured similarly, with the chapter author's name first, followed by the chapter title, then the
editor(s) and volume details.

Citing Multiple Authors

Chicago style addresses works with multiple authors by specifying how many author names to include in the
citation. For books with up to three authors, all names are listed in the bibliography/reference list and the
first note. For works with four or more authors, only the first author's name is listed, followed by "et al."
(an abbreviation for "and others") in both the notes and the bibliography/reference list. This rule ensures that
citations remain manageable, especially when dealing with collaborative research common in political science.

Citing Journal Articles and Periodicals

Journal articles are a vital source of current research in political science. In the notes-bibliography system, a
note for a journal article includes the author's full name, the article title (in quotation marks), the name of
the journal (italicized), the volume number, the issue number, the year of publication, and the page numbers of the



article. For the author-date system, the reference list entry would include the author's last name and first
initial, the publication year in parentheses, the article title, the journal name, volume and issue numbers, and the
page range.

It is crucial to include all these elements to ensure easy identification and retrieval of the article. Political
scientists often rely on specialized journals for their research, and precise citation details are essential for
demonstrating familiarity with the field's literature and for allowing others to access the same foundational
research.

Citing Articles from Scholarly Journals

When citing articles from scholarly journals, paying attention to the order and punctuation is paramount.
For a note-bibliography citation, the structure is typically: Author First Name Last Name, "Article Title,"
Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number(s). For example: John Mearsheimer, "The Tragedy of Great
Power Politics," International Security 29, no. 1 (2004): 5. The author-date system's reference list entry
would be: Mearsheimer, John. 2004. "The Tragedy of Great Power Politics." International Security 29 (1): 5.

The specific volume and issue numbers are critical for locating the correct publication, especially in journals
with frequent or complex numbering schemes. The page range of the article itself is also necessary for the full
citation.

Citing Magazine and Newspaper Articles

While scholarly journals are primary sources for academic political science, articles from reputable magazines
and newspapers can also be relevant, particularly for contemporary political analysis. The citation format
for these sources in Chicago style is similar to journal articles but often includes the date of publication more
prominently. For magazines, the note might look like: Author First Name Last Name, "Article Title," Magazine
Title, Month Day, Year, Page Number(s). The author-date system would follow a comparable structure in the
reference list. For newspapers, the format is often similar, emphasizing the date of publication.

Referencing Government Documents and Reports

Government documents, legislative proceedings, and reports from governmental agencies are indispensable
resources in political science. Chicago style provides specific guidance for citing these materials, which can
vary significantly in format. For a note-bibliography system, a congressional hearing might be cited by including
the committee, the hearing title, the Congress and session number, the date of the hearing, and relevant page
numbers. For the author-date system, a similar level of detail would be provided in the reference list.

It is important to accurately identify the issuing body, the title of the document, and the date of its creation
or publication. The structure for citing these documents can be complex, often requiring careful attention to
the specific type of government publication (e.g., laws, treaties, reports, hearings) and its official numbering or
identification systems.

Citing Congressional Records and Legislation

Citing congressional records and enacted legislation requires precision. For legislation, the Chicago style
typically involves citing the bill number, its official title, and the year it was enacted. For example, a note



might refer to Public Law 114-90, the "Surface Transportation and Veterans Health Care Choice Improvement
Act of 2015." In the author-date system, this would be cited in the reference list by its official title and
public law number. Congressional debates or proceedings, found in the Congressional Record, are cited by
volume, page number, and date.

Citing International Treaties and Agreements

International treaties and agreements are crucial for the study of international relations and global
governance. Chicago style guides suggest citing these by their official title, the date of their signing or entry
into force, and the official treaty series or compilation where they can be found. For example, a note might
reference the "North Atlantic Treaty," signed on April 4, 1949, and found in a specific treaty collection. The
author-date system would mirror this in its reference list entry, providing all necessary identifiers for the
reader to locate the treaty.

Incorporating Online Resources and Digital Media

In contemporary political science, online resources, including websites, databases, reports, and digital
archives, are increasingly significant. Chicago style guidelines for online materials emphasize providing stable
URLs and access dates, as digital content can change or disappear. For a note-bibliography citation, a website
might include the author or organization, the title of the specific page or document, the website name, the
publication date (if available), and the URL, followed by the date accessed.

The author-date system would similarly list these elements in the reference list, ensuring that the reader has
sufficient information to find the material. It's important to note that Chicago style recommends citing online
sources as if they were their print counterparts whenever possible, but it also provides clear instructions for
purely digital materials.

Citing Websites and Online Reports

When citing websites, identify the author or organization responsible for the content. The title of the specific
page or document is essential, followed by the website's overall name. If a publication date is available,
include it; otherwise, use the access date to indicate when the information was retrieved. For online reports
from think tanks or government agencies, the format is similar to citing print reports but with the inclusion of a
URL and access date. For example: Brookings Institution, "The Future of Democratic Governance," published
October 26, 2023, https://www.brookings.edu/....

Citing Social Media and Multimedia Content

Citing social media posts, podcasts, or videos requires careful consideration of the platform and the nature of
the content. For a tweet, for example, one might cite the author's username, the text of the tweet, the
platform name (e.g., X, formerly Twitter), the date of the post, and the URL. For multimedia content like
YouTube videos, cite the creator, the title of the video, the platform name, the upload date, and the URL.
These formats ensure that even ephemeral digital content can be properly attributed and located by readers.



Stylistic Considerations for Political Science Writing

Beyond the mechanics of citation, the Chicago Manual of Style also offers guidance on stylistic elements that
enhance the clarity and professionalism of political science writing. This includes conventions for grammar,
punctuation, capitalization, and the use of numbers. For instance, Chicago style generally advises spelling out
numbers below ten and using numerals for ten and above, though exceptions exist for specific contexts like
statistics or percentages. Proper use of these conventions contributes to a polished and authoritative
presentation of research.

The overall goal of these stylistic recommendations is to ensure that the author's ideas are communicated as
effectively as possible. Political science often deals with complex theories, intricate policy debates, and
nuanced empirical findings. A clear, consistent, and professional writing style, supported by precise citations, is
fundamental to conveying these ideas effectively to a scholarly audience.

Numbers and Numerals in Political Science Texts

In political science writing, the consistent application of rules for numbers and numerals is essential for
readability. As a general rule, Chicago style prefers spelling out numbers one through nine and using numerals
for 10 and above. However, this rule has important exceptions. For percentages, statistical data, ages,
measurements, and figures that are part of a series or require precision, numerals are almost always used
regardless of their value. For example, one might write "five senators" but "50% of respondents" or "a
growth of 2.5%." Adhering to these conventions ensures that quantitative information is presented clearly
and unambiguously.

Punctuation and Capitalization Standards

Correct punctuation and capitalization are vital for clarity in academic writing, especially in a field as precise
as political science. Chicago style provides detailed rules for comma usage, semicolons, colons, dashes, and
apostrophes. For example, the serial comma (or Oxford comma) is recommended, which means placing a comma
before the final item in a list of three or more items (e.g., "laws, treaties, and conventions"). Capitalization
rules for titles of works, headings, and specific terms also contribute to a uniform and professional
appearance. Precision in these matters reflects the author's attention to detail and enhances the reader's
comprehension.

The Importance of Consistency and Accuracy

Ultimately, the greatest value of adhering to the Chicago style guide in political science lies in the principles
of consistency and accuracy it promotes. A consistent citation style across an entire document, and ideally
across related works, allows readers to focus on the content without being distracted by variations in
formatting. This consistency builds credibility and signals a professional approach to research.

Accuracy in citations means ensuring that every detail—author names, titles, dates, page numbers, URLs—is
precisely as it appears in the original source. Inaccurate citations not only undermine the author's authority
but can also lead readers to incorrect or inaccessible sources, thereby hindering scholarly inquiry. For
political scientists, where research often builds upon a complex web of existing knowledge, the commitment to
consistency and accuracy in citation is a cornerstone of good scholarship.



Ensuring Bibliographic Completeness

A complete and accurate bibliography or reference list is the backbone of any scholarly work. It serves as a
comprehensive map of the literature that informed the research, allowing readers to verify information and
explore further. Political science research often draws from a wide array of sources, including books, journal
articles, government publications, and online materials. Ensuring that every consulted source is listed with all
necessary bibliographic details—author, title, publisher, date, page numbers, and location information—is a
fundamental aspect of academic integrity.

The Chicago style's detailed guidelines for each source type are designed to ensure this completeness.
Researchers should always double-check their bibliographies against their in-text citations and against the
original sources to confirm accuracy and avoid omissions. This meticulousness is a hallmark of rigorous
academic practice in political science.

Final Review and Proofreading for Citation Errors

Before submitting any political science paper, a thorough final review and proofreading for citation errors are
indispensable. This stage of the writing process should involve a dedicated check of every in-text citation
against its corresponding entry in the bibliography or reference list, and vice versa. Errors such as transposed
letters in names, incorrect dates, missing page numbers, or inconsistent formatting can detract significantly
from the paper's perceived quality and scholarly value. Many authors find it beneficial to have a colleague or
peer review their work specifically for citation consistency and accuracy, as a fresh pair of eyes can often
catch mistakes that the original author might overlook.

---

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-bibliography and
author-date systems in Chicago style for political science?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-bibliography system uses
footnotes or endnotes for citations, while the author-date system uses parenthetical citations consisting of
the author's last name and the publication year. Both systems require a complete list of cited works at the
end of the document (a bibliography or reference list, respectively).

Q: When should a political science researcher choose the notes-bibliography
system over the author-date system?
A: The notes-bibliography system is often preferred in political science fields that involve extensive engagement
with historical sources, theoretical debates, or require the inclusion of explanatory notes or digressions. It
allows for more detailed commentary within the notes without interrupting the main text's flow.

Q: How do I cite a government report published online in Chicago style for
my political science paper?
A: For an online government report, you would typically include the issuing agency, the title of the report, the
publication date, and the URL, along with the date you accessed it. For example, in a reference list:
Congressional Budget Office. 2023. "The Economic Outlook for 2024." Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.cbo.gov/....



Q: What is the rule for citing sources with multiple authors in Chicago
style political science?
A: For works with up to three authors, all names are listed in Chicago style citations. For works with four
or more authors, only the first author's name is listed, followed by "et al." in both notes and bibliographies.

Q: How should I cite a direct quote from a book in my political science
essay using Chicago style?
A: When using a direct quote, you must include the author, year, and page number in your parenthetical
citation (for the author-date system) or in your footnote/endnote (for the notes-bibliography system). For
example, a note might read: John Smith, Theories of Democracy (New York: Academic Press, 2019), 75.

Q: Is it acceptable to use online citation generators for Chicago style in
political science?
A: While online citation generators can be helpful starting points, they should not be relied upon exclusively.
Political science research often involves complex source types (e.g., government documents, treaties) that
generators may not handle perfectly. Always double-check generated citations against the official Chicago
Manual of Style guidelines for accuracy.

Q: What is the proper way to format the title of a journal article in a
Chicago style bibliography for political science?
A: In Chicago style, the title of a journal article in a bibliography or reference list is enclosed in quotation
marks, not italicized. For example: Johnson, Sarah. "Voter Turnout in Developing Nations." Journal of Political
Studies 15, no. 2 (2022): 112-130.

Q: When citing a treaty in political science, what key information must be
included in Chicago style?
A: When citing a treaty, you need to include its official title, the date it was signed or entered into force, and
the source where it can be found (e.g., treaty series, compilation). The specific format will depend on whether
you are using the notes-bibliography or author-date system.

Q: Are there specific rules for citing statistical data or tables in political
science papers using Chicago style?
A: Yes, Chicago style has specific guidelines for presenting statistical data and tables. Numbers for statistics
are generally presented as numerals, and tables should be clearly labeled and formatted. Sources for all data,
including tables, must be cited accurately.

Q: Why is consistency in applying the Chicago style guide so important for
political science research?
A: Consistency in applying the Chicago style guide is crucial in political science because it ensures clarity,
professionalism, and academic credibility. It allows readers to focus on the substance of the research without
distraction and demonstrates the author's meticulous attention to detail, which is vital in a discipline that
relies on evidence and argumentation.
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