
chicago style guide for academics philosophy

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) serves as an indispensable resource for scholars, researchers,

and students navigating the complexities of academic writing. When it comes to the nuanced field of

philosophy, adherence to a consistent citation and formatting style is paramount for clarity, credibility,

and scholarly rigor. This comprehensive guide will delve into the specific applications and

considerations of the Chicago style guide for academic philosophy, covering everything from

bibliographic entries and in-text citations to manuscript preparation and common philosophical

terminology. Understanding these guidelines ensures that your arguments are presented with precision

and that your research is easily accessible and verifiable by the wider academic community. We will

explore the nuances of citing primary and secondary philosophical texts, the intricacies of footnotes

versus endnotes, and the best practices for structuring philosophical essays and dissertations.
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Core Principles of Chicago Style for Philosophy

The Chicago Manual of Style, often referred to as CMOS, is renowned for its flexibility and

comprehensiveness, offering two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the

author-date system. For academic philosophy, the notes-bibliography system is overwhelmingly

preferred. This system utilizes footnotes or endnotes for citations, providing a clean textual flow for

arguments and allowing for extensive explanatory notes or elaborations that are common in

philosophical discourse. The accompanying bibliography at the end of the work provides a complete

list of all sources cited.

The fundamental principle underpinning Chicago style, and its application in philosophy, is clarity and

consistency. This means that once a specific formatting choice is made (e.g., how to abbreviate certain

journal titles, how to format specific types of philosophical arguments in notes), it must be applied

uniformly throughout the entire manuscript. This consistency aids readers in focusing on the content of

your philosophical arguments rather than being distracted by variations in presentation.

The Notes-Bibliography System: A Philosophical Preference

The notes-bibliography system is favored in many humanities disciplines, including philosophy,

because it allows for detailed annotation directly within the text through footnotes or endnotes. This is

particularly beneficial in philosophy, where scholars often engage in lengthy explanations, counter-

arguments, or historical contextualizations that might disrupt the main argumentative thread if placed

directly within the body of the text. Footnotes and endnotes provide a discreet yet accessible space for

these supplementary discussions, enriching the reader's understanding without interrupting the flow of

the primary argument. This system also encourages scholars to engage deeply with their sources,

citing them precisely where specific ideas or claims are introduced.



Consistency is Key: Maintaining Uniformity

Maintaining absolute consistency is not merely a stylistic suggestion but a scholarly imperative when

employing the Chicago style guide for academics philosophy. Every citation, whether in a footnote,

endnote, or the bibliography, must follow the established patterns precisely. This extends to the

formatting of names, titles, publication dates, page numbers, and the use of punctuation. Inconsistent

formatting can lead to reader confusion, diminish the perceived rigor of your scholarship, and, in

submission scenarios, potentially lead to rejection. It’s advisable to consult a recent edition of The

Chicago Manual of Style and, where applicable, departmental or publisher guidelines to ensure

adherence to the most current standards.

Citation Styles: Notes and Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two main citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the

author-date system. For academic philosophy, the notes-bibliography system is almost universally

adopted. This system relies on numbered footnotes or endnotes within the text to indicate the source

of a quotation, idea, or piece of information. Each note corresponds to a specific point in the text and

provides the necessary bibliographic details. A comprehensive bibliography, listing all sources cited in

the notes, is then presented at the end of the work.

Understanding the Mechanics of Notes

In the notes-bibliography system, each time a source is referenced, a superscript number is placed in

the text, typically at the end of a sentence or clause. This number corresponds to a note at the bottom

of the page (footnote) or at the end of the chapter or document (endnote). The first time a particular

source is cited, the note will contain full bibliographic information, including author’s name, title,

publication details, and specific page number(s). Subsequent citations of the same source can be



shortened, often using the author’s last name and page number(s), or a "ibid." (ibidem, meaning "in

the same place") if it refers to the immediately preceding note.

Constructing the Bibliography

The bibliography, a cornerstone of the notes-bibliography system, serves as a complete alphabetical

list of all the sources that have been cited in the text. Unlike a works cited page in some other styles,

the bibliography in Chicago style typically includes all sources consulted and cited. Entries are

alphabetized by the author's last name. The format of each entry in the bibliography mirrors that of the

first citation in a footnote or endnote, but it omits page numbers unless referring to a specific selection

within a larger work, such as an essay in an edited collection. This provides readers with a readily

available reference for all the materials used in your research.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Philosophical Writing

The choice between footnotes and endnotes in the Chicago style guide for academics philosophy is

largely a matter of preference and the specific requirements of a publisher or institution. Both serve the

same fundamental purpose: to provide source citations and allow for supplementary commentary

without interrupting the main text. In philosophical writing, the ability to include detailed explanations,

historical context, or tangential arguments in notes is invaluable. This practice allows for a more fluid

and focused presentation of complex philosophical ideas.

The Function of Footnotes

Footnotes are placed at the bottom of the page on which the reference appears. They are directly

linked to the corresponding superscript number in the text. For philosophical works, footnotes are



particularly useful for incorporating brief clarifications, definitions of key terms, or references to

alternative interpretations without derailing the main argument. They offer immediate access to source

information for the reader, facilitating a quick check of references as they are encountered. However,

an extensive number of footnotes can sometimes make a page appear cluttered.

The Advantages of Endnotes

Endnotes are collected at the end of a chapter or the entire document, organized by their

corresponding numbers. This arrangement keeps the main body of the text cleaner and less visually

interrupted, which can be beneficial for lengthy philosophical treatises or dissertations. Endnotes allow

for more extensive commentary and discussion than might be practical in a footnote. While they

require the reader to flip to the end of the document to consult the citations, many scholars and

publishers find this format more aesthetically pleasing and conducive to sustained reading of dense

philosophical prose.

Crafting Bibliographic Entries for Philosophical Works

Creating accurate and consistent bibliographic entries is a crucial aspect of applying the Chicago style

guide for academics philosophy. These entries provide essential information for readers to locate and

consult the sources you have used. The structure of a bibliographic entry depends on the type of

source—book, journal article, edited volume, website, etc.—but a consistent pattern of author, title, and

publication information should be maintained.

Books: The Foundation of Philosophical Research

When citing books in a Chicago-style bibliography for philosophy, the standard format begins with the



author's last name, followed by a comma, their first name, and then the title of the book. The title

should be italicized. After the title comes the publication information: city of publication, publisher, and

year of publication. For instance, a typical entry might look like this: Taylor, Charles. Sources of the

Self: The Making of the Modern Identity. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1989.

Journal Articles: Engaging with Contemporary Thought

Citing journal articles in philosophy requires precision. The format typically includes the author's name,

followed by the article title (in quotation marks), the name of the journal (italicized), the volume

number, the issue number, the year of publication, and the page range of the article. For example:

Nussbaum, Martha C. "The Fragility of Goodness in Aristotle's Ethical Theory." Nous 16, no. 4 (1982):

553-73. It is important to note specific formatting for journal titles, volume and issue numbering

conventions, and date presentation as per the latest edition of CMOS.

Edited Volumes and Anthologies

When citing a chapter or essay from an edited volume, the bibliographic entry needs to account for

both the author of the specific piece and the editors of the volume. The format usually includes the

author of the chapter, the chapter title, the word "in," followed by the name(s) of the editor(s)

(preceded by "ed." or "eds."), the title of the edited volume (italicized), the publication information, and

then the page numbers of the chapter. For example: Cavell, Stanley. "The Argument of the Disowning

Argument." In Philosophy and Aesthetics: Essays in Honor of R. G. Collingwood, edited by W. J. O.

Grady, 109-40. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1965.

Citing Primary Philosophical Texts



The accurate citation of primary philosophical texts is critical for any academic work in philosophy.

These are the foundational works by philosophers that are being directly interpreted, analyzed, or

engaged with. The Chicago style guide for academics philosophy provides specific instructions to

ensure these crucial sources are referenced correctly, allowing readers to easily locate the exact

passages under discussion.

Classic Philosophical Works

When citing widely recognized classic philosophical works (e.g., Plato's Republic, Aristotle's

Nicomachean Ethics, Kant's Critique of Pure Reason), it is standard practice to use widely accepted

scholarly editions and to cite them by standard divisions such as book and chapter, or part and

section, rather than solely by page number. This is because different editions have different pagination.

For example, a citation might refer to "Plato, Republic, 473c" or "Kant, Critique of Pure Reason,

A700/B728." These standard divisions are understood by scholars across various editions.

Contemporary Philosophical Works

For contemporary primary texts, citing by page number is usually sufficient, especially when a specific

edition is recommended or required by the context of your argument. When referring to a specific

edition, ensure that this edition is clearly identified in your bibliography and in your first note for that

source. Subsequent notes can then refer to this edition using page numbers. It is crucial to select an

edition that is reliable and readily available to other scholars working in the field.

Translations of Primary Texts

When using a translated primary philosophical text, it is essential to cite the translator. The note should

include the original author, the title of the work, the translator's name, and the publication details of the



translated edition, along with the specific page number. For example: Aristotle. Nicomachean Ethics.

Translated by W. D. Ross. Edited by J. L. Ackrill and J. O. Urmson. Oxford: Oxford University Press,

1980. 1103a.

Citing Secondary Philosophical Sources

Secondary sources in philosophy are critical analyses, interpretations, or commentaries on primary

texts. Properly citing these sources, using the Chicago style guide for academics philosophy,

demonstrates your engagement with existing scholarship and provides readers with the context of your

own research. The principles for citing secondary sources largely align with those for other academic

disciplines but with a keen eye for the specific nature of philosophical discourse.

Scholarly Books and Monographs

When citing secondary philosophical works published as monographs (single-author books), the format

is generally straightforward. You will include the author's full name, the title of the book (italicized), and

the publication details (place, publisher, year), followed by the specific page number(s) referenced. For

example: Dennett, Daniel C. Consciousness Explained. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1991. p.

45. Ensure that the publication details are accurate and complete.

Journal Articles as Secondary Sources

Citing journal articles that offer secondary analysis of philosophical concepts or texts follows the

standard Chicago style for journal articles. This includes the author of the article, the article title in

quotation marks, the journal name (italicized), volume and issue numbers, year, and page range. For

example: MacIntyre, Alasdair. "What is a Good Person in a Bad Society?" Philosophical Topics 30, no.



1 (2002): 1–22. Be mindful of the specific conventions for citing periodicals within your field.

Online and Digital Resources

With the proliferation of digital resources, citing online philosophical content is increasingly common.

When citing articles or essays found online, include as much of the print information as is available

(author, title, publication details) and then provide the URL and the date of access. For example: Parfit,

Derek. "What Makes Someone Have a Future?" Philosophy 76, no. 4 (October 2001): 537-554.

Available at: [URL]. Accessed [Date]. If the source is solely online, follow CMOS guidelines for web

resources, prioritizing author, title, website name, and URL.

Handling Philosophical Works with Multiple Authors or Editors

Works in philosophy, particularly edited collections or collaborative projects, can involve multiple

authors or editors. The Chicago style guide for academics philosophy offers clear directives on how to

represent these contributions accurately in both notes and the bibliography, ensuring that credit is

appropriately given and that sources are identifiable.

Works with Two or Three Authors

For books or articles with two or three authors, all authors' names should be listed in the bibliography,

with the first author's name inverted (last name, first name) and subsequent authors listed in their

normal order (first name, last name). In notes, it is generally acceptable to list all authors' names. For

example, a bibliography entry might read: Smith, John, and Jane Doe. The Nature of Being. New York:

Philosophical Press, 2010. A note would also list both names.



Works with Four or More Authors

When a work has four or more authors, the Chicago style generally dictates that only the first author's

name be listed in the bibliography, followed by the notation "et al." (meaning "and others"). In the

notes, it is also common to use "et al." after the first author's name. For example, in a bibliography:

Johnson, Robert, et al. Essays in Metaphysics. London: Academic Books, 2015. The note would follow

the same pattern: Robert Johnson et al., Essays in Metaphysics, 112.

Edited Volumes and Their Editors

When citing a work that has editors rather than authors, or when citing a collection of essays by

various authors, the editor(s) are credited. In the bibliography, the entry begins with the editor's

name(s) followed by "ed." or "eds." and then the title of the book. For example: Blackwood, E. M., and

A. R. Thompson, eds. Contemporary Ethical Dilemmas. New York: Routledge, 2018. If you are citing a

specific chapter from such a volume, you would also include the chapter author and title, as previously

detailed.

Formatting Tables and Figures in Philosophical Papers

While philosophical arguments are primarily conveyed through text, tables and figures can be powerful

tools for presenting data, illustrating conceptual relationships, or summarizing complex information. The

Chicago style guide for academics philosophy provides guidelines for integrating these visual elements

effectively and ensuring they are properly labeled and referenced within the text.



Placement and Labeling

Tables and figures should be placed as close as possible to their first mention in the text. Each table

and figure must be clearly numbered (e.g., Table 1, Figure 2) and given a descriptive title. The number

and title should appear above the table or figure. For figures, a caption explaining the figure might be

placed below it. It is essential that the numbering and titling are consistent throughout the document.

Referencing in the Text

When you refer to a table or figure in your text, you must use its number. For example, you would

write: "As illustrated in Table 3, the survey results indicated a strong correlation between..." or "Figure

1 depicts the logical structure of the argument." Avoid referring to tables or figures by their content

alone; always use the assigned number. Ensure that the data or concept presented in the table or

figure is directly relevant to the point you are making in the surrounding text.

Data Presentation and Attribution

If a table or figure presents data that you have collected, it should be clearly labeled as such. If the

table or figure is taken from another source, whether it’s a direct reproduction or an adaptation, it must

be properly attributed. A note should be placed below the table or figure, indicating the original source

using a citation format similar to that used in footnotes or endnotes, including author, title, and page

number or URL, and possibly a permission statement if required.

Manuscript Preparation and Submission Guidelines

Adhering to the Chicago style guide for academics philosophy extends to the preparation of the



manuscript itself, especially when submitting to journals or academic presses. Publishers often have

specific formatting requirements that build upon or modify general CMOS guidelines. Paying close

attention to these details can significantly smooth the publication process and demonstrate your

professionalism as a scholar.

General Formatting Standards

Manuscripts intended for submission should typically be double-spaced throughout, including

quotations, notes, and the bibliography. Margins should be generous (e.g., 1 inch on all sides). Font

choice and size are usually specified by the publisher, but standard 12-point Times New Roman or a

similar serif font is common. Page numbers should appear consecutively, usually in the upper right-

hand corner.

Quotations and Extracts

Longer quotations (generally more than three or four lines of prose, or more than two lines of poetry)

should be set off from the main text as block quotations. These are typically indented from the left

margin and do not require quotation marks. Shorter quotations are integrated into the text and

enclosed in quotation marks. All quotations must be accurate and match the source material precisely,

including punctuation and capitalization, unless specific editorial changes are noted.

Submission Portals and Digital Files

Most academic publishers and journals now require submissions in digital format, usually as Microsoft

Word documents or PDFs. Follow the specific instructions provided by the publisher regarding file

naming conventions, submission procedures, and any required accompanying materials, such as a

cover letter or abstract. Understanding the publisher's specific editorial policies and submission



guidelines is as crucial as mastering the Chicago style itself.

Special Considerations for Philosophical Terminology

Philosophy employs a specialized vocabulary and often engages with technical terms that have precise

meanings. The Chicago style guide for academics philosophy, while not dictating philosophical content,

implicitly supports clarity in its use. Proper handling of terminology ensures that your arguments are

not only correctly cited but also precisely understood.

Defining Key Terms

When introducing a technical philosophical term, especially one that might be unfamiliar to a broad

audience or one that you intend to use in a specific, perhaps non-standard way, it is good practice to

define it. This can be done either in the main text or, if the definition is lengthy or requires nuance, in a

footnote or endnote. For example, in a discussion of phenomenology, you might define "epoche"

clearly upon its first use.

Consistency in Terminology

Just as consistency in citation is vital, so too is consistency in the use of philosophical terminology. If

you are discussing a specific concept (e.g., "qualia," "a priori knowledge," "virtue ethics"), ensure that

you use the terms consistently throughout your paper. Avoid using synonyms interchangeably if they

carry distinct philosophical weight. If you are adopting terminology from a specific philosopher, make

that lineage clear.



Foreign Language Terms

Philosophy often draws on terms from other languages, particularly Greek and German. When using

foreign language terms, the Chicago Manual of Style recommends italicizing them. If the term is

common and widely understood, it may not need further explanation. However, for less common or

particularly significant terms, providing an English translation in parentheses or in a footnote is good

practice. For example: "The concept of Dasein, or ‘being-there,’ is central to Heidegger's philosophy."

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style for Philosophy

Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago style guide for academics philosophy can present challenges,

and certain common mistakes can detract from the professionalism and clarity of scholarly work. Being

aware of these pitfalls can help you avoid them and ensure your writing adheres to the highest

academic standards.

Inconsistent Citation Practices

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistency in citation. This can manifest as variations in how

author names are presented, how titles are formatted (e.g., inconsistent use of italics or quotation

marks), or how publication information is ordered. Forgetting to include all necessary elements in a

bibliographic entry or note is also common. Always double-check your notes and bibliography against

your chosen CMOS edition and your own entries.

Over-reliance on "Ibid." and Shortened Notes

While "ibid." and shortened notes are efficient, their overuse or incorrect application can lead to



confusion. If a note refers to a different source than the one immediately preceding it, using "ibid." is

incorrect. Similarly, if multiple sources by the same author are cited, shortened notes must clearly

distinguish between them. Ensure that your shortened notes are unambiguous.

Ignoring Publisher or Journal Guidelines

Many academic journals and university presses have their own specific editorial guidelines that may

adapt or supplement the general Chicago Manual of Style. Failing to consult and adhere to these

specific guidelines is a common oversight that can lead to rejection or requests for extensive revisions.

Always prioritize the specific instructions provided by the publisher or journal.

Misapplication of Footnotes vs. Endnotes

While both are acceptable, confusion can arise if a writer inconsistently uses footnotes and endnotes

within the same document or if the numbering scheme becomes disrupted. Ensure that the system you

choose is implemented consistently from the first page to the last. For extensive supplementary

material, endnotes often provide a cleaner presentation than a very long string of footnotes.

Conclusion: Mastering Chicago Style for Philosophical

Excellence

The Chicago style guide for academics philosophy, particularly its notes-bibliography system, is

designed to facilitate rigorous and clear philosophical argumentation. By mastering its principles for

citation, formatting, and manuscript preparation, scholars can ensure that their work is not only credible

and verifiable but also accessible and impactful. The emphasis on consistency, precision, and the

careful presentation of sources allows for a deeper engagement with philosophical texts and ideas,



ultimately contributing to the robust discourse within the discipline. Diligent application of these

guidelines is not merely a technical requirement but a hallmark of scholarly integrity, empowering

philosophers to communicate their complex thoughts with clarity and authority.

FAQ

Q: Why is the notes-bibliography system preferred over the author-

date system in academic philosophy?

A: The notes-bibliography system is preferred in academic philosophy because it allows for extensive

commentary and elaboration in footnotes or endnotes without disrupting the main argumentative flow

of the text. This is crucial for philosophical writing, which often involves detailed explanations, historical

context, and nuanced discussions of sources.

Q: How should I cite a passage from a primary philosophical text that

has been translated?

A: When citing a translated primary philosophical text, you should include the original author, the title

of the work, the translator's name, the publication details of the translated edition, and the specific

page number. For example: Plato. Republic. Translated by G. M. A. Grube, revised by C. D. C. Reeve.

Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 1992. 473c.

Q: What is the rule for citing works with four or more authors in a

Chicago-style bibliography for philosophy?

A: For works with four or more authors, the Chicago Manual of Style generally requires listing only the

first author's name followed by "et al." in both the bibliography and notes. For example: Johnson,

Robert, et al. Essays in Metaphysics. London: Academic Books, 2015.



Q: Can I use abbreviations for frequently cited philosophical works in

my notes?

A: Yes, for very frequently cited works or standard editions of classical texts, you may establish an

abbreviation in your first note or in an introductory section of your paper. However, this should be done

judiciously and clearly defined for the reader. For example, you might define "N. Eth." for Aristotle's

Nicomachean Ethics.

Q: What are the requirements for formatting block quotations in a

Chicago-style philosophical paper?

A: Block quotations, typically those exceeding three or four lines of prose, should be set off from the

main text by indenting them from the left margin. They do not require quotation marks and should be

single-spaced if the rest of your manuscript is double-spaced, though always check publisher

guidelines. The citation follows the block quotation.

Q: How do I handle foreign language terms in my philosophical writing

according to Chicago style?

A: Foreign language terms that are not commonly known in English should be italicized. It is also good

practice to provide an English translation in parentheses or in a footnote upon their first use. For

example: "The concept of Übermensch, or 'overman,' is central to Nietzsche's philosophy."

Q: Should I include sources I consulted but did not directly cite in my

bibliography?

A: The bibliography in the notes-bibliography system is typically a list of all sources that have been

cited in the text, not all sources that were consulted. If you wish to provide a list of works that were

background reading but not directly referenced, it is sometimes called an "Annotated Bibliography" or



"Works Consulted," but this is less common in standard academic philosophy papers.

Q: How do I cite a specific section or argument within a primary

philosophical text that doesn't have page numbers?

A: For classical texts with standard divisions (like book and chapter numbers, or section numbers), it is

best to cite those divisions. For example: Plato, Republic, 473c. This method allows readers to find the

passage regardless of the specific edition they are using.
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