chicago style guide college research

The Chicago Style Guide is a cornerstone for academic integrity and clarity
in scholarly writing, and understanding its nuances is paramount for success
in college research. This comprehensive guide delves into the essential
elements of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) as applied to college-level
research papers, dissertations, and theses. From accurate citation formats to
proper manuscript preparation, mastering Chicago style ensures your work is
not only credible but also polished and professional. We will explore the
intricacies of both footnote/endnote and author-date citation systems, the
critical components of bibliography creation, and best practices for
formatting research papers to meet academic expectations. Elevating your
academic writing with precise Chicago style application is an achievable goal
with the right knowledge and resources.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style presents two distinct citation systems designed
for different academic disciplines and publication needs: the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. Both systems aim to provide
clear and consistent attribution of sources, but they differ significantly in
their in-text presentation and the structure of the reference list.

The Notes and Bibliography system is predominantly favored in the humanities,
including literature, history, and art history. It uses numbered footnotes or
endnotes within the text to refer readers to sources, with a corresponding
bibliography at the end of the document that lists all sources cited. This
system allows for extensive explanatory notes and detailed commentary without
interrupting the flow of the main text. It is particularly useful when a
scholar needs to provide additional context, engage in scholarly debate
through citations, or cite multiple works by the same author published in the
same year.

Conversely, the Author-Date system is more common in the social sciences,
such as sociology, political science, and economics. In this system, in-text
citations consist of the author's last name and the year of publication



enclosed in parentheses, followed by the page number if applicable. This
method is generally more concise for in-text references and is often
preferred for disciplines where the currency of research is highly important.
Like the Notes and Bibliography system, it also requires a reference list at
the end of the paper, which includes all sources cited in the text,
alphabetized by author's last name.

Footnote and Endnote Citation Style in Chicago

The Notes and Bibliography system in Chicago style employs numbered footnotes
or endnotes to cite sources. Footnotes appear at the bottom of each page,
while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document. The first citation of
a source is typically more detailed, including full bibliographic
information. Subsequent citations of the same source are shortened to include
the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

First Footnote/Endnote Citation

When citing a source for the first time, the footnote or endnote should
contain all the necessary information for the reader to locate the original
work. This includes the author's full name, the full title of the work
(italicized for books and capitalized for articles), publication details
(city, publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) referenced. The
format differs slightly between books and articles.

For a book, a typical first footnote/endnote might look like this:

e 1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison,
trans. Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1977), 15.

For a journal article, it would be:

e 2. Judith Butler, "Performative Acts and Gender Constitution:
Heterosexuality and the Transsexual Scene," Theatre Journal 40, no. 4
(1988): 521.

Subsequent Footnote/Endnote Citations



After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same work are
abbreviated. This helps to streamline the notes and avoid redundancy. The
abbreviation typically includes the author's last name, a concise version of
the title, and the relevant page number. If only one work by an author is
cited, the title may sometimes be omitted in subsequent notes, but including
it is generally clearer and recommended for college research.

Here's an example of a subsequent citation:

e 3. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 45.

e 4, Butler, "Performative Acts," 530.

If the author's name and title are unique and unlikely to be confused with
other sources, some style guides allow for a shortened note format. However,
for college research papers, maintaining clarity with the author's last name
and a shortened title is the safest and most professional approach.

Author-Date Citation Style in Chicago

The Author-Date system is a more streamlined approach to in-text citation,
commonly used in scientific and social science fields. It prioritizes the
author and date of publication directly within the text, making it easier for
readers to pinpoint the source's temporal context. This system requires that
every source mentioned in the text also be listed in a reference list at the
end of the paper.

In-Text Citations in Author-Date

In-text citations in the Author-Date system consist of the author's last name
and the year of publication, enclosed in parentheses. If a specific page
number is being referenced, it follows the year, separated by a comma. This
concise format allows for frequent referencing without disrupting the
narrative flow of the research paper.

For example, a general reference to a work would appear as:

e (Smith 2020)



When referring to a specific passage or idea, the page number is included:

e (Smith 2020, 112)

If the author's name is part of the sentence's structure, only the year and
page number (if applicable) are placed in parentheses:

e Smith (2020) argues that...

e Smith (2020, 115) further elaborates on this point...

For multiple authors, the convention is to list all authors' last names
followed by the year. However, for three or more authors, Chicago style
generally permits the use of "et al." after the first author's name, followed
by the year.

Reference List in Author-Date

The Reference List in the Author-Date system is an alphabetized compilation
of all the sources cited within the text. Unlike the bibliography in the
Notes and Bibliography system, the Reference List contains only the works
that have been directly referenced. Each entry provides complete
bibliographic information, allowing readers to find the original sources
easily. The structure of each entry closely mirrors that of the bibliography
in the Notes and Bibliography system, but the in-text citation method is the
key differentiator.

Crafting a Comprehensive Chicago Style
Bibliography

A bibliography is an essential component of any Chicago style research paper
that uses the Notes and Bibliography system. It serves as a comprehensive
list of all the sources consulted during the research process, not just those
that were directly cited in the text. This distinction is important for
academic integrity, as it allows readers to explore the breadth of your
research and discover additional relevant materials.



Bibliography Entries: Books

Entries for books in a Chicago style bibliography include the author's full
name (last name first), the full title of the book (italicized), the place of
publication, the publisher's name, and the year of publication. For college
research, ensuring accuracy in these details is crucial.

A standard book entry:

e Johnson, Michael. The History of American Football. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2018.

Bibliography Entries: Journal Articles

For journal articles, the bibliography entry includes the author's full name,
the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the
volume and issue numbers, the date of publication, and the page range of the
article. Including the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is increasingly
standard and recommended for online sources.

An example of a journal article entry:

e Williams, Sarah. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse."
Journal of Communication Studies 25, no. 2 (2021): 45-62.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1234567890123456.

Bibliography Entries: Websites and Other Online
Sources

Citing online sources requires careful attention to detail. For websites,
include the author or organization name, the title of the specific page or
document, the website name, the publication or last updated date (if
available), and the URL. It's also important to include an access date, as
online content can change or disappear.

Example of a website entry:



e National Park Service. "Yellowstone National Park History." Last
modified January 15, 2023.
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/historyculture/index.htm. Accessed
October 26, 2023.

The consistent and accurate formatting of the bibliography is a hallmark of
well-researched and professionally presented academic work in Chicago style.

Essential Formatting Guidelines for Chicago
Style Research Papers

Beyond citation and bibliography, proper manuscript formatting is crucial for
presenting your college research paper in Chicago style. Adhering to these
guidelines demonstrates attention to detail and professionalism, making your
work easier for instructors and readers to engage with. These rules cover
everything from page numbering to margins and spacing.

Page Numbering and Margins

Chicago style typically requires one-inch margins on all sides of the page.

The page number should appear in the upper right-hand corner of every page,

starting with the second page of the document. The first page, which usually
contains the title, does not have a page number displayed but is counted as

page 1. Double-spacing is the standard for the entire manuscript, including

qguotations, notes, and the bibliography, unless otherwise specified by your

instructor or publisher.

Title Page and Preliminary Matter

A Chicago style research paper usually includes a title page. This page
should contain the full title of the paper, your name, the course name and
number, the instructor's name, and the date. The title should be centered and
prominently displayed. Subsequent pages, such as the table of contents (if
applicable) and the bibliography, should be clearly labeled with their
respective headings.

Running Heads (Optional)

While not always mandatory for college papers, a running head can be



included. This is a shortened version of the title that appears at the top of
each page, along with the page number. It helps readers keep track of the
paper's topic, especially in longer works. The running head is typically
left-aligned in the header, and the page number is right-aligned.

Quotations and Block Quotes

Short quotations (fewer than five lines of prose or three lines of poetry)
are typically incorporated into the main text and enclosed in quotation
marks. Longer quotations, known as block quotations, should be set off from
the main text. They are usually indented from the left margin, single-spaced
(or as specified), and do not use quotation marks. The citation follows the
block quotation.

Consistency in Presentation

The most critical formatting aspect is consistency. Whether you are using the
Notes and Bibliography system or the Author-Date system, ensure that your
chosen format is applied uniformly throughout the entire paper. This includes
the spacing, punctuation, capitalization, and indentation of all elements,
from the text to the citations and the bibliography. A well-formatted paper
reflects a thorough and careful approach to academic writing.

Citing Common Source Types in Chicago Style

Mastering the citation of various source types is fundamental to producing
credible college research. Chicago style offers specific guidelines for a
wide array of materials, ensuring that your references are both accurate and
complete. Understanding how to cite books, journal articles, websites, and
other common resources is a key skill.

Books

For books, the essential components are the author's name, the full title
(italicized), publication information (city, publisher, year), and the page
number if referencing a specific part. For edited volumes, both the editor
and the author of a chapter are cited. Multiple editions require noting the
edition number.

Example of a book with an editor:



e Bloom, Harold, ed. Modern Critical Interpretations: F. Scott
Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby. New York: Chelsea House Publishers, 1986.

Journal Articles

Journal articles require the author's name, the article title (in quotation
marks), the journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, the
publication date, and the page range. Including the DOI for online articles
is a best practice for enhanced discoverability.

Example of a journal article citation:

e Garcia, Maria. "The Evolution of Urban Planning." Cityscape: A Journal
of Policy Development and Research 18, no. 1 (2016): 78-95.

Websites and Online Content

When citing websites, be thorough. Include the author or organization, the
title of the specific page, the website's name, the publication or last
updated date, the URL, and the access date. If the content is from a database
or subscription service, provide that information as well.

Example of a web page citation:

e World Health Organization. "Global Health Observatory Data." Last
modified March 10, 2023. https://www.who.int/data/gho. Accessed November
1, 2023.

Other Common Sources

Chicago style also provides guidance for citing dissertations, theses,
conference papers, interviews, films, music, and more. For example, a
dissertation would include the author, title, university, year, and
dissertation number if available. The key is to identify the essential
bibliographic information for each source type and follow the prescribed
format meticulously to maintain academic rigor in your college research.



Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Style for
College Research

Q: What 1is the primary difference between the Notes
and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system
in Chicago style for college research?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
Notes and Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the
Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations with the author's last name
and year of publication.

Q: Which Chicago style system is more appropriate
for a literature review in a college English course?

A: The Notes and Bibliography system is generally more appropriate for
literature reviews in English and other humanities courses, as it allows for
more detailed explanatory notes and can accommodate extensive scholarly
discussion.

Q: How do I cite multiple works by the same author
published in the same year using the Chicago Notes
and Bibliography system?

A: When citing multiple works by the same author published in the same year,
you should add a lowercase letter (a, b, c, etc.) immediately after the
publication year in both the in-text note and the bibliography entry. The
order of the letters should correspond to the order in which the works are
cited or alphabetized in the bibliography.

Q: What is the correct way to format a block
quotation in a Chicago style college research paper?

A: Block quotations, typically longer than four lines of prose, should be
indented from the left margin, single-spaced, and do not use quotation marks.
The citation follows the punctuation at the end of the quotation.

Q: Is it mandatory to include an access date for all
online sources cited in Chicago style for college
research?

A: Yes, it is highly recommended and often mandatory to include an access
date for web pages and other online sources in Chicago style. This is because



online content can be updated or removed, making the access date crucial for
verifying the source as it existed at the time of your research.

Q: How do I cite a book with no author listed in
Chicago style?

A: If a book has no author, you begin the citation with the title of the
book. The title is then followed by the publication information. In the in-
text citation for the Notes and Bibliography system, you would use a
shortened version of the title. For the Author-Date system, you would use a
shortened version of the title in place of the author's last name.

Q: What is the purpose of a bibliography versus a
reference list in Chicago style?

A: In the Notes and Bibliography system, the bibliography lists all sources
consulted during research, even if not directly cited. In the Author-Date
system, the reference list contains only the sources that were actually cited
in the text.
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