chicago style formatting political
science paper

Political Science Paper: Mastering Chicago Style Formatting

chicago style formatting political science paper is a critical component of
academic rigor, ensuring clarity, credibility, and consistency in scholarly
work. For students and researchers in political science, understanding and
applying the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is not merely about following
rules; it's about presenting your arguments and findings in a way that
facilitates comprehension and respects established academic conventions. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the essential elements of Chicago style
as applied to political science papers, covering everything from the
intricate details of citations and bibliographies to the structural
organization and stylistic considerations that define a polished academic
submission. We will explore the nuances of footnote and endnote styles, the
proper formatting of your title page, and the overarching principles that
govern effective academic writing within this widely respected citation
system. Mastering these aspects will elevate the professionalism of your
political science research and enhance its impact.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Political Science

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for citation:
the notes-bibliography system (preferred in the humanities and often in
political science) and the author-date system (more common in the social
sciences). For a political science paper, the notes-bibliography system,
utilizing footnotes or endnotes, is generally the standard. This system
allows for detailed explanations and digressions within the notes themselves,
which can be particularly useful when discussing complex theoretical concepts
or providing supplementary evidence that might otherwise interrupt the main
text. Adhering to either system meticulously is paramount for avoiding
plagiarism and giving proper credit to sources.

The core principle behind CMOS is to provide readers with clear and
consistent information about the sources used in a paper. This not only



builds trust in the author's research but also allows interested readers to
locate and examine the original materials. For political science, which often
engages with primary documents, historical texts, and a vast array of
scholarly literature, accurate citation is foundational to the discipline's
intellectual integrity. Understanding the specific requirements for different
types of sources, such as books, journal articles, websites, and government
documents, is a key part of mastering this style.

Title Page and General Formatting Requirements

A well-formatted title page is the first impression your political science
paper makes. According to Chicago style, it typically includes the full title
of the paper, your name, the course name and number, the instructor's name,
and the date. Unlike some other styles, Chicago generally does not require a
separate running head or page number on the title page itself, though it is
common practice to number the first page of the text. The title should be
centered on the page, with subsequent information typically double-spaced and
placed below.

Beyond the title page, general formatting for a political science paper 1in
Chicago style emphasizes readability. This means using a legible, standard
font such as Times New Roman or Arial, typically in 12-point size. The entire
document, including the text, notes, and bibliography, should be double-
spaced. Margins should be set at a standard one inch on all sides. Paragraphs
should be indented, usually by 0.5 inches, with a blank line between
paragraphs for enhanced visual separation, unless you are using block quotes,
which are formatted differently.

Page Numbering in Chicago Style

Page numbering is a crucial element for navigation. In Chicago style, Arabic
numerals are used for the main body of the text, starting with the first page
of the introduction. The title page is typically not numbered, and neither
are the preliminary pages like a table of contents (if included). However,
some instructors may have specific requirements regarding preliminary page
numbering, often using Roman numerals for these sections if they are present.
It is always best to clarify your instructor's expectations regarding page
numbering for any preliminary sections.

Running Heads in Chicago Style

While not as rigidly defined as in some other citation styles, a running head
can be useful for longer political science papers. If used, it typically

consists of a shortened version of your title on the upper left of each page,
with the page number on the upper right. Again, the specific requirements for



running heads can vary, so consulting your instructor's guidelines is always
recommended to ensure compliance with their expectations for your political
science paper.

In-Text Citations: Footnotes and Endnotes

The cornerstone of Chicago style for political science papers is the use of
footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations. Footnotes appear at the bottom
of the page where the reference occurs, while endnotes are compiled at the
end of the paper, before the bibliography. Both serve the same purpose: to
provide a precise reference to the source material that supports your claims
and to avoid disrupting the flow of the main text. The first citation to a
particular source will be a full citation, while subsequent citations to the
same source will be shortened.

Footnotes: The Detailed Approach

When using footnotes, a superscript Arabic numeral is placed immediately
after the relevant word or punctuation mark in the text. The corresponding
note at the bottom of the page will contain the citation details. The first
time a source is cited, the footnote will include the author's full name, the
title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles),
publication information (place, publisher, year), and the specific page
number(s) referenced. For subsequent citations of the same work, a shortened
form is used, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title,
and the page number.

Endnotes: The Consolidated Collection

Endnotes function identically to footnotes in terms of citation content and
format, but they are collected at the end of the document. A superscript
numeral in the text links to the corresponding numbered note in the endnote
section. This can sometimes make the main text appear cleaner, and it is
often preferred for longer papers or when the author anticipates needing to
include more extensive explanatory notes. As with footnotes, the first
mention of a source requires a full citation, while subsequent mentions are
abbreviated.

Shortened Citations for Subsequent References

The use of shortened citations in both footnotes and endnotes is essential
for conciseness. Once a source has been fully cited, any subsequent
references to it within the same paper should use a brief form. For example,



if a book by John Smith titled "Theories of Governance" was cited in full, a
subsequent reference might appear as "Smith, Theories of Governance, 45." If
you cite the same work consecutively in your notes, you can use the Latin
abbreviation "Ibid." followed by the page number (e.g., "Ibid., 52").

Crafting a Bibliography in Chicago Style

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all the sources you have cited in
your political science paper. It appears at the end of the document, after
the endnotes (if used) and before any appendices. The bibliography is not
simply a list of everything you read, but only those sources that you have
actually referenced within your text. This section is crucial for readers who
wish to explore your research further and for demonstrating the breadth and
depth of your scholarly engagement.

Formatting Bibliography Entries

Each entry in the bibliography follows a standardized format, though there
are slight variations depending on the type of source. For books, the format
is generally: Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. For journal articles, it is:
Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume,
no. Issue (Year): Page numbers. It is imperative to be consistent with
punctuation, capitalization, and the order of elements for every entry.

e Books: Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year.

e Journal Articles: Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article."
Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers.

* Websites: Author Last Name, First Name (if available). "Title of Page."
Name of Website. Last modified Date (if available). Accessed Date. URL.

e Government Documents: Issuing Agency. Title of Document. Publication
Place: Publisher, Year.

Alphabetical Order and Hanging Indents

The bibliography should be arranged in alphabetical order by the author's
last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first
significant word of the title (ignoring articles like "A," "An," and "The").



A hanging indent is used for each entry: the first line of each entry is
flush with the left margin, and all subsequent lines are indented. This
visual cue helps to easily distinguish one source from another.

Formatting Specific Political Science Elements

Political science research often involves citing unique types of sources,
such as government documents, legislative records, and international
treaties. Chicago style provides specific guidelines for formatting these
materials to ensure clarity and accuracy. Proper formatting of these sources
is essential for demonstrating a thorough understanding of the relevant
bodies of work and the specific contexts from which they arise.

Citing Government Publications

Government publications, whether federal, state, or international, require
careful attention to detail. Generally, the issuing agency is listed as the
author. If an individual author is clearly identified, they are listed first,
followed by the name of the government body. The title of the publication
should be italicized. Information such as report numbers, series titles, and
the specific legislative body that produced the document should be included
as relevant.

Formatting Legislative and Judicial Materials

Legislative bills, statutes, and judicial opinions have their own formatting
conventions within Chicago style. For instance, a bill might be cited by its
bill number and session, while a court case would include the case name,
volume and reporter of the legal publication, and the starting page number.
These specific formats are critical for legal and political scholarship,
ensuring that readers can precisely locate the legal or legislative text
being discussed in your political science paper.

Referencing International and Non-Governmental
Organizations

Works published by international organizations (e.g., the United Nations, the
World Bank) or significant non-governmental organizations (NGOs) should be
cited with the organization's name as the author, unless a specific
individual is credited. The publication details should follow standard book
or report formatting. Accurate citation of these sources is vital for
research that spans international relations, global governance, and
comparative politics.



Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating Chicago style can present challenges, and certain common mistakes
can detract from the professionalism of a political science paper. Being
aware of these pitfalls and adopting best practices can significantly improve
the quality and accuracy of your work. Consistency is paramount; once you
choose a system (footnotes vs. endnotes), stick with it throughout the paper.

e Inconsistency in Citation: Mixing footnote and endnote styles or
inconsistently applying shortened citations are frequent errors.

e Incorrect Punctuation: Commas, periods, and quotation marks must be used
precisely as dictated by the manual.

e Missing or Incorrect Publication Details: Forgetting the publisher,
year, or city of publication can lead to an incomplete citation.

e Over-reliance on Secondary Sources: While secondary sources are
valuable, a strong political science paper often engages with primary
data and foundational texts.

e Lack of Proofreading: Typos and grammatical errors in notes or the
bibliography can undermine credibility.

A proactive approach to citing is the best strategy. Start building your
bibliography and taking detailed notes from the very beginning of your
research process. When in doubt, consult the latest edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style or your instructor's specific guidelines for your political
science paper. Familiarize yourself with the specific requirements for
different source types early on to avoid last-minute confusion and errors in
your final submission.

Style and Tone in Political Science Writing

Beyond the mechanics of formatting, the style and tone of your political
science paper are crucial for conveying your ideas effectively. Academic
writing in political science demands clarity, precision, and objectivity.
Avoid jargon where simpler language suffices, and ensure that your arguments
are well-supported by evidence and logical reasoning. The tone should be
formal and authoritative, reflecting a scholarly engagement with the subject
matter.

The goal is to present your analysis and arguments in a manner that is
accessible to your intended audience, whether that is your professor, fellow
students, or a broader academic community. This involves structuring your



paper logically, using transition words and phrases to guide the reader, and
ensuring that your prose is concise and impactful. Mastering both the
formatting and the stylistic elements of academic writing will ensure your
political science paper is not only compliant but also compelling.

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system in
Chicago style for a political science paper?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and
compiled at the end. The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes
for in-text citations and includes a bibliography of all cited works. The
author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Last Name
Year, Page) and a reference list of all cited works. For most political
science papers, the notes-bibliography system is preferred due to its
flexibility for detailed explanations in notes.

Q: When should I use footnotes versus endnotes in my
Chicago style political science paper?

A: The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often a matter of preference
or instructor requirement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where
the reference is made, allowing for immediate context. Endnotes are compiled
at the end of the paper before the bibliography, which can make the main text
appear cleaner and is sometimes preferred for longer papers or those with
extensive explanatory notes. Both systems require the same citation
information.

Q: How do I format a government document from a
specific agency in my Chicago style political
science paper?

A: For government documents, the issuing agency is typically listed as the
author. If a specific individual author is credited, they should be listed
first, followed by the government body. The title of the document should be
italicized. It's important to include all relevant publication details, such

as the place of publication, publisher, and year, as well as any report or
series numbers that help identify the document precisely.

Q: What is the rule for alphabetizing sources in a



Chicago style bibliography for a political science
paper?

A: Sources in a Chicago style bibliography are alphabetized by the author's
last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first
significant word of the title, ignoring articles like "A," "An," and "The."
For multiple works by the same author, list them chronologically by
publication date, from earliest to latest.

Q: How should I cite a law or statute in my Chicago
style political science paper?

A: Citing laws and statutes in Chicago style involves referencing the
official name or title of the act, the chapter or section number, and the
year of enactment. For example, a federal law might be cited as "Public Law
110-229, § 101, 122 Stat. 753 (2008)." Specific formats can vary slightly
depending on whether you are citing federal, state, or international
legislation, so consulting the CMOS or your instructor's guidelines is
crucial.

Q: What are the most common mistakes to avoid when
formatting a political science paper in Chicago
style?

A: Common mistakes include inconsistent citation formats (mixing
footnotes/endnotes or abbreviation styles), incorrect punctuation in notes
and bibliographies, missing essential publication details, and failing to
proofread carefully. Another pitfall is the incorrect formatting of
specialized political science sources like government documents or legal
materials. Ensuring accuracy and consistency is key to avoiding these errors.

Q: Can I use a shortened title for subsequent
citations in my Chicago style notes?

A: Yes, after the first full citation of a source in your footnotes or
endnotes, you should use a shortened citation for all subsequent references
to that same source. This typically includes the author's last name, a
shortened version of the title (italicized for books, in quotation marks for
articles), and the specific page number(s). This practice enhances
readability and conciseness.

Q: Does Chicago style require a separate



bibliography if I am using footnotes for my
political science paper?

A: Yes, even when using footnotes for in-text citations, Chicago style
typically requires a bibliography at the end of the paper. The bibliography
lists all the sources that have been cited in the footnotes or endnotes. This
provides a comprehensive overview of the research and allows readers to
easily access the referenced materials.
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