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Chicago Style Formatting for Performers: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style formatting for performers often presents a unique set of
challenges, particularly when it comes to citing sources, crafting
bibliographies, and presenting research in a clear, standardized manner.
Whether you're a theater student, a dance historian, a musician researching a
biography, or any professional in the performing arts needing to document
your work, understanding Chicago style is paramount. This guide will delve
into the intricacies of this widely respected citation method, focusing
specifically on its application within the performing arts. We will explore
how to handle various source types, from play scripts and musical scores to
interviews and digital media, ensuring your academic and professional
endeavors meet the highest standards of scholarly presentation. Mastering
these formatting conventions will not only enhance your credibility but also
make your work more accessible and understandable to your audience and peers.
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Understanding Chicago Style for the Performing
Arts
Chicago style, also known as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), offers two
primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date
system. For many academic and scholarly works within the performing arts, the
notes-bibliography system is often preferred. This system utilizes numbered
footnotes or endnotes to reference sources directly within the text,
accompanied by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. This
method is particularly useful for performance studies, where intricate
details about staging, interpretation, and historical context might
necessitate frequent citations and detailed source information.

The performing arts encompass a broad spectrum of creative expression,
including theater, dance, opera, music, and performance art. Each of these
disciplines may involve unique source materials that require careful
consideration when applying Chicago style. Unlike more traditional academic
fields, the performing arts often engage with ephemeral works, live



performances, and multimedia content, posing distinct challenges for accurate
and thorough documentation. Therefore, understanding how to adapt Chicago
style principles to these specific materials is crucial for researchers and
practitioners alike.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Formatting
At its heart, Chicago style emphasizes clarity, consistency, and completeness
in source citation. The primary goal is to provide readers with sufficient
information to locate the original source of any material used. This includes
details such as author, title, publication information, and page numbers
where applicable. For the performing arts, this principle extends to
identifying specific performances, productions, or recordings that serve as
the basis for analysis.

Consistency is key. Once you choose a citation system (notes-bibliography or
author-date) and a particular format for a type of source, you must adhere to
it throughout your entire document. Minor deviations can undermine the
professionalism and scholarly integrity of your work. This applies to
everything from the way you format book titles to the precise punctuation
used in citations.

The Notes-Bibliography System
The notes-bibliography system is characterized by the use of superscript
numbers embedded within the text, which correspond to detailed notes
(footnotes or endnotes) providing source information. This system allows for
inline commentary and supplementary information without disrupting the flow
of the main text. It is widely adopted in the humanities, including many
areas of performance studies.

When citing a source in a note, the information is presented in a slightly
different order and with different punctuation than in a bibliography entry.
Typically, the note begins with the author's first name followed by their
last name, followed by the title of the work in quotation marks or italics
(depending on the source type), and then publication details. Page numbers
are crucial for direct quotations or specific references.

The Author-Date System
While less common for traditional performance studies theses, the author-date
system is also an option within Chicago style. In this system, in-text
citations consist of the author's last name and the year of publication
(e.g., Smith 2020). A corresponding reference list, alphabetized by author's
last name, appears at the end of the document. This system is often favored
in scientific fields but can be adapted for certain types of research in the
performing arts, especially those that are more quantitative or heavily
reliant on published texts.



Citing Performance-Specific Sources
The performing arts generate a unique array of source materials that require
specific formatting guidelines within Chicago style. Properly citing these
sources ensures that your analysis is grounded in accurate documentation and
that your readers can identify the exact performances or works you are
referencing.

Play Scripts and Dramatic Works
When citing published play scripts, treat them like any other book. The title
should be italicized. If you are referencing a specific production, you will
need to include details about the performance itself. For example, a note
might reference the script as well as the director, theater, and date of the
performance.

A typical note for a published script might look like this: Tennessee
Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire (New York: New Directions, 1947), 75. For
a specific production, you might include:

Author's full name

Title of the play (italicized)

Director's name

Name of the theater or company

Location of the theater

Date of the performance

If applicable, specific performers and their roles

Musical Scores and Recordings
Citing musical scores follows similar principles to citing books, with the
score's title italicized. For recordings, whether audio or video, you need to
capture essential details about the performers, conductor, orchestra or
ensemble, label, and catalog number. For live musical performances, details
similar to those for theatrical productions—venue, date, conductor, and key
soloists—should be noted.

A citation for a musical recording might include:

Composer's name

Title of the composition (italicized)



Performer(s), conductor, and/or ensemble

Name of the recording

Record label and catalog number

Year of recording or release

Interviews and Oral Histories
Interviews are a critical source for performance research, offering direct
insights from artists, directors, and critics. When citing an interview,
whether conducted by you or accessed from an archive, include the
interviewee's name, the interviewer's name, the date of the interview, and
the location or medium through which it was accessed (e.g., personal archive,
recorded lecture, published transcript). If the interview is unpublished,
specify that.

For an unpublished interview you conducted:

Interviewee's full name

Title or brief description of the interview (if any)

Interviewer's name

Date of interview

Location where the interview took place or medium (e.g., "telephone
interview," "video recording")

Digital Media and Online Performances
The rise of digital platforms and online performances necessitates careful
citation of digital materials. For websites, articles, or video content
related to performances, include the author (if known), title of the specific
piece or page, name of the website, publication date (if available), and a
stable URL. For live-streamed performances, note the platform, date, and
time.

When citing online content, always attempt to find the most specific
information available. If a work is no longer accessible, you may need to
note that. It is also good practice to include an access date for online
sources, as content can change or disappear.



Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago Style
Footnotes and endnotes are the hallmarks of the notes-bibliography system.
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while
endnotes are collected at the end of the document. Both serve the same
purpose: to provide source attribution and supplementary information without
interrupting the main body of your text.

The first time a source is cited, the note should be complete, including all
necessary bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same source
can be shortened, typically using the author's last name and a page number,
or a shortened title if citing multiple works by the same author. The Chicago
Manual of Style provides specific examples for various source types and
situations.

Formatting Notes
The formatting of notes is precise. For a book, a footnote might look like
this: 1. John Smith, The Art of Performance (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2022), 45. For subsequent citations of the same book, it could be: 2.
Smith, Art of Performance, 102. Or even more concisely if only one work by
Smith is cited: 3. Smith, 45.

For articles in periodicals, notes typically include the author's name, the
article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), volume
and issue numbers, and page numbers. Online articles require additional
information such as the URL and access date.

The Bibliography: Organizing Your Research
The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all the sources cited in your
notes. It appears at the end of your paper and serves as a comprehensive
guide for your readers to locate the materials you consulted. The
bibliography entries are formatted slightly differently from the notes,
typically beginning with the author's last name followed by their first name.

The purpose of the bibliography is to provide a complete and consistent
overview of your research. Every source mentioned in your notes must appear
in the bibliography, and vice versa. This ensures that your work is
thoroughly documented and that your readers can easily explore the sources
that informed your research.

Bibliography Entry Format
A bibliography entry for a book generally includes: Author's Last Name, First
Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

For example: Smith, John. The Art of Performance. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2022.



Entries for articles, websites, interviews, and other source types follow
specific patterns outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style, ensuring
consistency and clarity.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices
One of the most common mistakes in Chicago style formatting is inconsistency.
Failing to apply the chosen citation system uniformly across the entire
document can lead to confusion and detract from the professionalism of the
work. Always double-check that every citation adheres to the established
rules.

Another pitfall is neglecting to include essential information in citations.
For performance-specific sources, this might mean omitting details about the
director, venue, or exact performance date, which are crucial for identifying
the specific work being analyzed. Always strive for completeness.

Best practices include:

Thoroughly reading and understanding the Chicago Manual of Style,
particularly sections relevant to your discipline.

Using citation management software if necessary, but always reviewing
its output for accuracy.

Keeping meticulous records of all sources as you research to avoid last-
minute scrambling.

Seeking feedback from peers or instructors on your formatting.

Paying close attention to punctuation and capitalization, as these
details are critical in Chicago style.

Advanced Formatting Considerations
For advanced academic work in the performing arts, you may encounter
situations requiring specialized formatting. This can include citing
unpublished manuscripts, archival materials, or personal correspondence. The
Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for these less common source
types, emphasizing the need for clear identification and access information.

When dealing with the ephemeral nature of live performance, documenting the
specific conditions of a performance—such as lighting, stage design, or
audience reception—can be crucial. Your citation method should aim to capture
these details accurately, perhaps through detailed descriptions in your
notes, even if they don't fit a standard bibliographic template.



Citing Unpublished Materials
Unpublished materials, such as drafts of scripts, production notes, or
personal diaries, require careful handling. For these sources, it is
essential to provide as much descriptive information as possible, including
the author, title, date of creation, and physical description of the
document. For archival materials, indicate the archive where the item is
housed.

The goal with any source, published or unpublished, is to enable another
researcher to find it. If a source is unique or particularly rare, your
citation needs to be exceptionally detailed to facilitate its retrieval.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary citation system recommended
by The Chicago Manual of Style for academic papers
in the performing arts?
A: The notes-bibliography system is generally recommended for academic papers
in the performing arts, as it allows for detailed citations within footnotes
or endnotes and provides a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the
document.

Q: How do I cite a live theater performance in
Chicago style?
A: To cite a live theater performance, include the title of the play
(italicized), the director's name, the name of the theater company, the
location of the venue, and the date of the specific performance. If relevant,
you can also mention key actors and their roles.

Q: What are the key differences between a footnote
citation and a bibliography entry in Chicago style?
A: In a footnote, the author's first name precedes their last name, and
punctuation varies. In a bibliography, the author's last name precedes their
first name, and the overall format is slightly different, designed for
alphabetical listing and easier scanning.

Q: How should I cite a recording of a musical piece
in Chicago style?
A: For a recording, cite the composer, the title of the piece (italicized),
the performing artist(s), conductor, and ensemble, followed by the album
title (if applicable), the record label, and the year of recording or
release.



Q: What is the best practice for citing online
articles about performances?
A: When citing online articles about performances, include the author's name,
article title (in quotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), the
publication date, and a direct URL. It is also advisable to include the date
you accessed the article.

Q: If I interview a performer for my research, how
should I cite that interview in Chicago style?
A: For an interview you conducted, cite the interviewee's full name, the
title of the interview (if any), the interviewer's name, the date of the
interview, and the medium or location (e.g., "telephone interview," "video
recording"). If the interview is archived or published, include those
details.

Q: What if I need to cite multiple works by the same
author?
A: If you cite multiple works by the same author, use the full citation for
the first mention. For subsequent citations of the same work, use a shortened
version of the title. If you cite multiple works by the same author in a row,
subsequent citations can be shortened even further, or you can use a long-
dash (em dash) followed by the shortened title.

Q: Is it acceptable to use the author-date system
for a research paper in performance studies?
A: While the notes-bibliography system is more common, the author-date system
can be used if your instructor or publisher permits it. You must, however, be
consistent with whichever system you choose throughout your paper.
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