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Introduction

chicago style formatting economics presents a unique set of guidelines designed to ensure clarity,

consistency, and academic rigor in scholarly works within the field of economics. Adhering to these

standards is crucial for presenting research, data, and arguments in a manner that is both professional

and easily understood by peers and instructors. This comprehensive guide will delve into the

intricacies of Chicago style as it applies to economic papers, covering everything from in-text citations

and bibliographic entries to the proper presentation of tables, figures, and mathematical equations.

Understanding these formatting requirements is not merely about following rules; it’s about enhancing

the credibility and impact of your economic scholarship. We will explore the nuances of

footnote/endnote versus author-date systems, the specific demands for citing economic data, and the

best practices for organizing and presenting complex economic information.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style in Economics

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that provides comprehensive

rules for manuscript preparation and submission. While its guidelines are general, their application

within the discipline of economics requires specific attention to detail, particularly regarding the types of

sources commonly encountered in economic research. Economic papers often draw from a broad

range of materials, including academic journals, books, government reports, working papers, and

extensive datasets. Ensuring that each of these is cited correctly according to Chicago style is

paramount for academic integrity and effective communication. The goal is to create a cohesive and

credible presentation of economic analysis.

Why is Chicago Style Important for Economists?

For economists, adopting Chicago style formatting offers a standardized approach to academic writing.

This standardization simplifies the review process for journals, facilitates collaboration among

researchers, and allows readers to focus on the content of the research rather than struggling with

inconsistent citation practices. A well-formatted paper demonstrates attention to detail, a hallmark of

rigorous economic scholarship. Furthermore, many economics departments and journals either

explicitly require Chicago style or have adopted specific adaptations of it, making familiarity with its



tenets essential for graduate students and established researchers alike.

The Two Citation Systems in Chicago Style

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct systems for in-text citation and bibliography creation:

the notes and bibliography system and the author-date system. Both are acceptable in economics, but

the choice often depends on the specific requirements of the journal, publisher, or academic institution.

Understanding the differences and knowing when to use each is fundamental to correct formatting.

The Notes and Bibliography System

The notes and bibliography system uses superscript numbers within the text to refer readers to

detailed citations provided in footnotes at the bottom of the page or in endnotes at the end of the

paper. A comprehensive bibliography listing all sources consulted is then included at the end of the

document. This system is often favored in fields that require extensive referencing or when the author

wishes to include supplementary information or digressions without interrupting the flow of the main

text.

The Author-Date System

The author-date system, as its name suggests, embeds parenthetical citations directly into the text,

typically including the author’s last name and the year of publication (e.g., (Mankiw 2016)). Page

numbers can be added for direct quotations. This system is often preferred in the social sciences,

including economics, because it immediately signals the origin of the information and the publication

date, which can be particularly relevant for rapidly evolving economic theories or data. A reference list,

alphabetized by author’s last name, is provided at the end of the paper.



Footnotes and Bibliographic Entries for Economic Sources

When using the notes and bibliography system, accurately constructing both footnotes/endnotes and

the final bibliography is critical. This involves capturing all necessary bibliographic information for

various types of economic literature.

Essential Elements of an Economic Footnote/Endnote

A typical footnote or endnote in an economics paper will include:

Author(s)' full name(s)

Title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles)

Publication information (city of publication, publisher, year for books; journal title, volume, issue

number, year, and page numbers for articles)

Specific page or range of pages referenced

For economic working papers, often found on institutional websites or repositories like NBER or CEPR,

the citation should include the author(s), title, the institution or series name, the paper number, and the

year.

Crafting the Bibliography for Economics Papers

The bibliography is an alphabetized list of all sources cited. The format for each entry mirrors that of



the first note for that source but omits page numbers unless it's an article. For books, it typically

includes Author, Title, City: Publisher, Year. For journal articles, it's Author, “Article Title,” Journal Title

Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range. The bibliography provides a complete reference for every

citation made within the text, allowing readers to locate the original sources easily.

Author-Date Citations for Economic Research

The author-date system provides a more concise in-text citation, which can be particularly useful in

lengthy economic analyses where frequent referencing occurs. The primary goal is to attribute ideas

and findings to their original sources efficiently.

In-Text Citations in Author-Date Format

In the author-date system, citations appear parenthetically within the text. For example, a reference to

a book by John Maynard Keynes published in 1936 would appear as (Keynes 1936). If referring to a

specific part of the book, a page number would be added: (Keynes 1936, 78). When multiple works by

the same author in the same year are cited, they are distinguished by adding lowercase letters to the

year, such as (Keynes 1936a, 1936b).

The Reference List for Author-Date System

The reference list in the author-date system functions similarly to the bibliography in the notes system,

providing a full alphabetical listing of all sources. The formatting for entries is consistent, typically

Author, Year. Title. City: Publisher. For journal articles: Author, Year. “Article Title.” Journal Title

Volume (Issue): Page range. The clarity and completeness of the reference list are vital for the

credibility of the economic research presented.



Citing Economic Data and Datasets

Economic research heavily relies on data, and citing these sources accurately is a critical, often

overlooked, aspect of Chicago style formatting. Whether it's government statistics, proprietary

databases, or survey results, proper attribution is necessary.

Best Practices for Citing Data Sources

When citing economic data, it is important to be as specific as possible. For datasets, include the

name of the dataset, the source organization, the version or release date if applicable, and the URL if

accessed online. For instance: World Bank. "World Development Indicators." Accessed October 26,

2023. https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators. If using a specific table or

figure from a publication that contains data, cite that publication and the specific table or figure.

Government Publications and Reports

Citing government publications, such as reports from the Congressional Budget Office, the Bureau of

Labor Statistics, or the Federal Reserve, follows similar principles. Include the issuing agency, the title

of the report, and the publication year. If available, a report number or document ID should also be

included. For online documents, a URL is highly recommended.

Formatting Tables and Figures in Economics Papers

The presentation of empirical findings in economics frequently involves tables and figures. Chicago

style offers guidelines for ensuring these elements are clear, well-labeled, and consistently formatted to

support the economic analysis.



Guidelines for Tables

Tables in economics papers should be clearly titled, with each column and row adequately labeled.

Units of measurement should be explicitly stated. Captions for tables, placed above the table itself,

should be concise yet informative, often including a brief description of the data presented. Source

information for the data should be provided either in a note below the table or within the caption itself.

Guidelines for Figures

Figures, such as graphs, charts, and diagrams, should also have clear titles and labels for all axes and

data points. Captions for figures are typically placed below the figure and should explain what the

figure illustrates. As with tables, the source of the data or the method of creation for the figure should

be clearly indicated. Ensure figures are of sufficient resolution for clarity.

Presenting Mathematical and Statistical Notation

Economics is a quantitative discipline, and presenting mathematical and statistical notation correctly is

essential for precision and clarity. Chicago style provides guidance on how to integrate equations and

symbols into the text.

Integrating Equations

Mathematical equations should be set off from the text and, if they are significant or referred to later,

should be numbered sequentially. The numbering typically appears in parentheses at the right margin.

For example:



The production function can be represented as:

Y = f(K, L) (1)

where Y represents output, K represents capital, and L represents labor.

Handling Statistical Symbols and Terms

Statistical symbols and abbreviations should be used consistently. Standard symbols like beta

($\beta$), alpha ($\alpha$), and standard deviation ($\sigma$) are generally acceptable. When a

statistical term is used for the first time in the text, it is often helpful to define it or provide its symbol in

parentheses. For instance, "the coefficient of determination (R²)" or "the t-statistic (t)."

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Economics Formatting

Navigating the specifics of Chicago style for economics can present challenges. Awareness of

common errors can help authors avoid them and ensure a polished final submission.

Inconsistent Citation Practices

One of the most frequent issues is the inconsistent application of either the notes-bibliography or

author-date system throughout the paper. Ensure that every citation follows the chosen system without

deviation. Similarly, variations in the formatting of the reference list or bibliography can detract from the

paper's professionalism.



Inadequate Source Description

Forgetting to include essential bibliographic details like publisher, year, or specific page numbers is a

common oversight. This is especially true for less conventional sources like working papers, online

data repositories, or unpublished manuscripts. Always strive for maximum detail to allow readers to

locate your sources.

Poorly Formatted Tables and Figures

Tables and figures that are cluttered, lack clear labels, or have illegible text can significantly hinder

understanding. Ensure that all visual elements are professionally presented and directly support the

narrative of the economic analysis. This includes proper captioning and source attribution.

The careful application of Chicago style formatting in economics is a testament to scholarly discipline.

By mastering these guidelines, economists can ensure their research is communicated with the clarity,

precision, and credibility it deserves, fostering a more robust and accessible academic discourse.

FAQ: Chicago Style Formatting Economics

Q: What is the primary difference between the two Chicago style

citation systems for economics papers?

A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The notes and bibliography

system uses superscript numbers linked to footnotes or endnotes, while the author-date system uses

parenthetical citations directly in the text, usually containing the author's last name and the year of

publication.



Q: Can I use footnotes for supplementary economic analysis in Chicago

style?

A: Yes, the notes and bibliography system in Chicago style is well-suited for including supplementary

economic analysis, tangential arguments, or detailed explanations that might disrupt the main flow of

the text. These can be placed in footnotes or endnotes.

Q: How should I cite an economics working paper in Chicago style?

A: When citing an economics working paper, ensure you include the author(s), the full title of the

paper, the name of the institution or series it belongs to, the paper number, and the year of

publication. If accessed online, a URL is also essential.

Q: Is there a specific rule in Chicago style for italicizing economic

terms or variables?

A: Chicago style generally recommends italicizing mathematical variables, specific symbols, and

foreign words. For economic terms, italicization is typically reserved for variables within equations or

for emphasis if a term is being introduced for the first time and its meaning is being specifically

defined. Consistency is key.

Q: How do I cite a dataset that has been updated multiple times in

Chicago style?

A: When citing a dataset with multiple updates, it's best to specify the version or release date you

used. Include the name of the dataset, the source organization, the specific version or date accessed,

and the URL. For instance, "U.S. Census Bureau. Current Population Survey, Annual Social and

Economic Supplement, 2022. Accessed October 26, 2023. [URL]."



Q: What is the recommended way to format the bibliography in an

economics paper using Chicago style?

A: The bibliography should be an alphabetized list of all sources cited in the paper. For the notes and

bibliography system, entries for books typically include Author, Title, City: Publisher, Year. For journal

articles: Author, “Article Title,” Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range. The author-date

system uses a similar format but often places the year immediately after the author's name.

Q: Are there specific guidelines for citing government economic reports

in Chicago style?

A: Yes, when citing government economic reports, include the issuing agency as the author, followed

by the title of the report, publication year, and any relevant report numbers or document IDs. If the

report is accessible online, provide a URL.

Q: Can I mix and match elements from both Chicago style citation

systems?

A: No, you must choose one of the two Chicago style citation systems (notes and bibliography or

author-date) and apply it consistently throughout your entire economics paper. Mixing elements will

result in a non-compliant and confusing document.
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