
chicago style formatting anthropology
paper

The Chicago style formatting for an anthropology paper is a crucial element
for academic success, ensuring clarity, credibility, and adherence to
scholarly conventions. This comprehensive guide will delve into the
intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) as it applies to
anthropological research, covering everything from in-text citations and
footnotes to bibliography preparation and general manuscript guidelines.
Understanding these specific requirements is paramount for anthropologists at
all academic levels, from undergraduates to seasoned researchers, as it
directly impacts how their findings are presented and interpreted. This
article will break down the essential components of Chicago style for
anthropology, offering clear explanations and practical advice to help you
master this widely respected citation system.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Anthropology

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted and comprehensive
guide for writing, editing, and formatting academic and professional texts.
For those in the field of anthropology, understanding its application is not
merely a matter of following rules, but of contributing to the transparent
and rigorous dissemination of research. Anthropology, with its deep
engagement with diverse cultures, complex theories, and ethnographic data,
requires a citation system that can accurately attribute sources, manage
extensive bibliographies, and present complex information in an organized and
accessible manner. The Chicago Manual of Style offers a robust framework for
achieving these goals, making it the preferred choice for many
anthropological journals, university presses, and academic departments.

Adopting Chicago style demonstrates a commitment to scholarly integrity. It
allows readers to easily trace the origins of ideas, verify information, and
explore the scholarly conversations that inform your work. This is
particularly important in anthropology, where research often builds upon
decades of fieldwork, theoretical debates, and interdisciplinary influences.
By meticulously following CMOS guidelines, you not only enhance the
credibility of your own research but also contribute to the larger academic
discourse in a clear and organized fashion.

Core Components of Chicago Style in
Anthropology Papers

The Chicago Manual of Style primarily offers two distinct citation systems:
the Notes-Bibliography (NB) system and the Author-Date (AD) system. For most



anthropology papers, the Notes-Bibliography system is the preferred and more
traditional choice. This system utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources directly within the text, with a corresponding bibliography at the
end of the paper that provides full bibliographic details. The Author-Date
system, while also an option, is less commonly used in traditional
anthropological scholarship but may be encountered in specific subfields or
publications.

The choice between footnotes and endnotes largely depends on the specific
requirements of your institution or the publication you are submitting to.
Footnotes appear at the bottom of each page, while endnotes are compiled at
the end of the document, before the bibliography. Both serve the same purpose
of providing detailed source information without interrupting the flow of the
main text. Regardless of the chosen format for notes, a meticulously compiled
bibliography is always a requirement, serving as an organized list of all
sources consulted and cited.

The Notes-Bibliography (NB) System in Anthropology

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by the use of superscript
numbers within the text that correspond to notes (footnotes or endnotes).
Each note provides detailed information about the source, including author,
title, publication details, and page numbers where applicable. The first
citation of a source in the notes typically includes full bibliographic
information. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened to
include the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the
relevant page number. This system is particularly favored in the humanities,
including anthropology, for its ability to incorporate extensive source
material and commentary without disrupting the narrative flow.

For instance, an in-text citation might appear as: "As Geertz famously
argued, culture is a system of inherited conceptions." This would then
correspond to a superscript number, say, [1], at the bottom of the page or at
the end of the paper. The corresponding note would then provide the full
citation details for Geertz's work. This approach allows for extensive
engagement with source material and can also accommodate parenthetical
explanations or additional commentary directly within the notes, enriching
the reader's understanding.

The Author-Date (AD) System in Anthropology

While less prevalent in core anthropological texts, the Author-Date system is
also an option within the Chicago Manual of Style. In this system, citations
appear parenthetically within the text, providing the author's last name, the
year of publication, and the page number(s) if a specific passage is being
quoted or referenced. For example: "(Geertz 1973, 12)." A corresponding
reference list, similar to a bibliography but strictly limited to works cited
in the text, would then appear at the end of the paper. This system is often
preferred in the social sciences for its conciseness and directness in
indicating source attribution within the running text.

However, for most ethnographic and theoretical anthropology papers, the
Notes-Bibliography system is generally recommended due to its flexibility in
accommodating detailed discussions and its historical prevalence in the
discipline. It is always best to confirm the preferred citation style with
your instructor or the target publication before beginning your writing
process.



Footnotes and Endnotes: The Heart of Chicago
Style Citation

Footnotes and endnotes are the linchpin of the Chicago style's Notes-
Bibliography system, serving as the primary mechanism for citing sources
within an anthropology paper. They provide a clean way to attribute borrowed
ideas, direct quotations, paraphrased information, and even to offer
supplementary commentary without interrupting the main text. Mastering the
structure and content of these notes is essential for academic integrity and
for enabling readers to trace your research lineage.

Each note begins with a superscript number that corresponds to a numerical
marker placed strategically within your text. This marker indicates the point
at which information from a specific source is introduced. The first time a
particular source is cited in your notes, a full bibliographic entry is
required. This entry should include all necessary details for a reader to
locate the original work. Subsequent citations of the same source can be
significantly abbreviated, typically including the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the specific page number being referenced.

Formatting Footnotes/Endnotes for Books

When citing a book in a footnote or endnote, the format generally follows
this structure for the first citation: Author First Name Last Name, Title of
Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number. For example:
Clifford Geertz, The Interpretation of Cultures (New York: Basic Books,
1973), 15. For subsequent citations of the same book, you would use a
shortened form, such as: Geertz, Interpretation of Cultures, 42.

It's important to be precise with punctuation and the use of italics for book
titles. Pay close attention to the comma placement and the use of parentheses
around publication details. If you are citing a specific chapter within an
edited book, the format will differ, requiring the chapter author, chapter
title, book title, and then the details of the edited collection.

Formatting Footnotes/Endnotes for Journal Articles

Citing journal articles in Chicago style involves providing the author's
name, the article title, the journal title, the volume and issue numbers, the
year of publication, and the page range of the article. A first citation
might look like this: Sally E. Merry, "Doing the Ethnography of Law,"
American Anthropologist 93, no. 2 (June 1991): 402. Subsequent citations
would then be shortened: Merry, "Ethnography of Law," 405. Ensure you
correctly identify the volume, issue, and year, as these are crucial for
locating the article.

Remember to enclose article titles in quotation marks and italicize the
journal title. Including the specific page number for the quote or
paraphrased information is vital for direct referencing. When referencing an
entire article without quoting a specific passage, you may omit the page
number in subsequent citations, though it is often good practice to include
it if the focus is on a particular section.



Formatting Footnotes/Endnotes for Other Sources

Chicago style offers specific formats for a wide array of sources, including
book chapters, dissertations, websites, and interviews. For a chapter in an
edited book, the format typically includes the chapter author, chapter title,
followed by "in," the book title, editor(s), publication details, and page
numbers. For online sources, it's crucial to include the author, title,
website name, publication or last updated date, and the URL, along with an
access date. Interviews should include the interviewee's name, the date of
the interview, and the context (e.g., "personal interview").

Consulting the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style is paramount for
ensuring you have the most up-to-date and accurate formatting guidelines for
all types of sources encountered in anthropological research. Accuracy in
these details not only demonstrates diligence but also facilitates precise
scholarly communication.

Crafting a Comprehensive Bibliography in
Chicago Style

The bibliography is a cornerstone of any Chicago-style anthropology paper,
serving as an alphabetical list of all the sources you have cited throughout
your work. It provides a complete overview of the literature that informed
your research, allowing readers to explore your sources further. Unlike a
reference list in some other citation styles, the Chicago bibliography
includes all sources that were consulted and cited, not just those directly
quoted or paraphrased.

The organization of the bibliography is crucial for its readability and
effectiveness. Entries are typically arranged alphabetically by the author's
last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the title. The
consistency in formatting each entry is as important as the accuracy of the
information itself. Adhering strictly to the guidelines ensures that your
bibliography is professional, scholarly, and easy to navigate for anyone
interested in your research.

Structuring Bibliography Entries for Books

For books, the bibliography entry closely mirrors the first footnote/endnote
citation, but with a key difference: the author's last name is listed first,
followed by their first name. The title of the book is italicized. The basic
structure is: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

For example: Geertz, Clifford. The Interpretation of Cultures. New York:
Basic Books, 1973. If there are multiple authors, the primary author's name
is reversed, and subsequent authors are listed with their first name first.
For edited books, the editor is listed in the author position with "ed." or
"eds." following their name. Pay close attention to punctuation, especially
the periods that separate distinct parts of the entry.

Structuring Bibliography Entries for Journal Articles

Journal article entries in the bibliography are also similar to their note
counterparts but with the author's last name preceding their first name. The



article title is enclosed in quotation marks, and the journal title is
italicized. The format is: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title
of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Month/Season Year): Page range of article.

For instance: Merry, Sally E. "Doing the Ethnography of Law." American
Anthropologist 93, no. 2 (June 1991): 400–414. Ensure you include all
relevant details such as volume, issue, publication date, and the complete
page range of the article. This allows readers to precisely locate the
journal and the specific article within it.

Structuring Bibliography Entries for Other Sources

Similar to footnotes, the bibliography requires specific formats for various
source types. For a chapter in an edited book, the entry would begin with the
chapter author's last name and first name, followed by the chapter title in
quotation marks. Then, "In," followed by the book title in italics, the
editor(s) followed by "ed." or "eds.", publication details, and the page
range of the chapter. For websites, include the author (if available), the
title of the specific page or document, the website name, and the URL,
ideally with an access date. For interviews, list the interviewee's name,
followed by "interview by" and your name, and the date and location of the
interview.

Maintaining consistency is key. If you have multiple works by the same
author, they are listed chronologically by publication date. If you have
multiple works by the same author published in the same year, they are
distinguished by adding a lowercase letter after the year (e.g., 1999a,
1999b). The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed examples for virtually
every conceivable source type, so consulting it directly is always the most
reliable approach.

Formatting Your Anthropology Paper: Beyond
Citations

While citations are a critical component of Chicago style for anthropology
papers, the manual also provides comprehensive guidelines for the overall
formatting and structure of your manuscript. Adhering to these formatting
conventions ensures a professional presentation and makes your work
accessible to readers and reviewers. These guidelines cover aspects of
typography, spacing, pagination, and the presentation of tables and figures,
all of which contribute to the clarity and polish of your research.

A well-formatted paper not only adheres to academic standards but also
enhances the reader's experience. It demonstrates attention to detail and a
commitment to presenting your research in the most effective manner possible.
By following these broader formatting rules, you can ensure that your
intellectual contributions are presented with the professionalism they
deserve, making them more impactful and influential within the field of
anthropology.

Typography and Spacing Guidelines

Chicago style generally recommends a standard, readable font such as Times
New Roman, 12-point size, for the main text. Double-spacing is the standard
for the body of the paper, including block quotations. However, single-



spacing is typically used for footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography.
Margins should be set at a minimum of one inch on all sides (top, bottom,
left, and right) to allow for annotations and binding. This ensures that the
text is not too cramped and is easy to read.

Block quotations, which are typically used for passages of four or more lines
of prose, should be indented from the left margin and single-spaced. They do
not use quotation marks. Their placement and formatting clearly distinguish
them from the main body of your text, drawing the reader's attention to
significant excerpts from your sources.

Pagination and Manuscript Structure

Page numbering in Chicago style is consistent: Arabic numerals are used for
the main text, starting with the first page of the introduction (or the first
page of the actual content if there is no introduction) as page 1.
Preliminary pages, such as the title page, abstract, and table of contents,
are typically numbered with lowercase Roman numerals. The title page itself
is usually unnumbered but counts as the first preliminary page. All page
numbers should be placed in the upper right-hand corner of the page,
typically one inch from the top edge.

The general structure of an anthropology paper in Chicago style usually
includes: a title page, followed by preliminary matter (abstract, table of
contents if applicable), the main body of the text (introduction,
methodology, findings, discussion, conclusion), endnotes (if used), and
finally, the bibliography. Some papers may also include appendices or a list
of figures and tables, which should be placed after the bibliography.

Presenting Tables and Figures

Tables and figures in anthropological research are vital for presenting data,
illustrative examples, and visual evidence. In Chicago style, each table and
figure should be numbered sequentially (e.g., Table 1, Figure 2) and given a
descriptive title. Tables are generally presented with the title above the
table, while figures have the title below the image or graph. Ensure that any
abbreviations or symbols used within tables and figures are clearly defined.

For figures, it is essential to provide clear captions that explain the
content and origin of the illustration. If a table or figure is reproduced
from another source, it must be properly cited in a note below the table or
figure, following Chicago style guidelines for the original source. This
ensures proper attribution and avoids plagiarism.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices in Chicago
Style Anthropology Papers

Navigating the nuances of Chicago style formatting for anthropology papers
can present challenges. Even experienced scholars can sometimes overlook
specific details, leading to minor errors. Being aware of common pitfalls can
help you avoid them and ensure that your paper meets the high standards of
academic presentation. Proactive attention to these details will save you
time and prevent stylistic inconsistencies.

Embracing best practices not only leads to a correctly formatted paper but
also enhances the overall quality of your academic work. By integrating these



strategies into your writing process, you can present your anthropological
research with confidence and clarity, ensuring it receives the attention and
respect it deserves within the scholarly community.

Avoiding Citation Errors

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistency in formatting between notes
and the bibliography. Ensure that the information presented in your notes
(especially the first citation) directly corresponds to the entry in your
bibliography, and vice-versa. Another common mistake is incorrect punctuation
or the omission of essential publication details like page numbers for direct
quotes. Forgetting to italicize book titles or enclose article titles in
quotation marks are also common oversights.

It is crucial to proofread your citations meticulously. Cross-reference your
notes with your bibliography, and double-check every element of each entry
against the original source. If you are quoting extensively, ensure each
quote is accurately transcribed and properly attributed with the correct page
number.

Maintaining Consistency Throughout the Paper

Consistency is paramount in academic writing, and this applies equally to
Chicago style formatting. This means using the same style for all your
citations, whether in footnotes/endnotes or the bibliography, and applying
the same formatting rules for all elements of your manuscript, such as
headings, spacing, and margins. Inconsistency can be distracting for the
reader and may suggest a lack of thoroughness in your work.

Develop a system for yourself. Perhaps create a template for different source
types based on the Chicago Manual of Style. Regularly review sections of your
paper to ensure that formatting remains uniform. This diligence will result
in a polished and professional final product that reflects well on your
research and your academic discipline.

Leveraging Resources for Chicago Style

The most authoritative resource for Chicago style is, of course, The Chicago
Manual of Style itself. However, many universities and academic departments
offer style guides or cheat sheets specific to Chicago style, which can be
invaluable for quick reference. Online resources, such as Purdue OWL's
Chicago style guide, also provide excellent summaries and examples of common
citation formats. When in doubt, always refer to the latest edition of the
CMOS.

Do not hesitate to consult with your professors, teaching assistants, or
writing center staff if you encounter difficulties. They are there to assist
you in mastering these essential academic skills. By actively seeking help
and utilizing available resources, you can ensure that your anthropology
papers are not only substantively strong but also impeccably formatted.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary citation system used in
Chicago style for anthropology papers?
A: The primary citation system used in Chicago style for anthropology papers
is the Notes-Bibliography (NB) system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes
for in-text citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the
paper.

Q: Are there differences in formatting footnotes and
endnotes in Chicago style for anthropology?
A: The content and formatting of footnotes and endnotes are generally the
same in Chicago style; the primary difference is their placement within the
document: footnotes appear at the bottom of each page, while endnotes are
compiled at the end of the paper before the bibliography.

Q: How do I cite a book in a footnote for a Chicago
style anthropology paper?
A: For the first citation of a book in a footnote, the format is: Author
First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year),
Page Number. For subsequent citations, use a shortened format: Author Last
Name, Shortened Title, Page Number.

Q: What information is essential for a bibliography
entry of a journal article in Chicago style
anthropology?
A: A Chicago style bibliography entry for a journal article includes: Author
Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Month/Season Year): Page range of article.

Q: Can I use the Author-Date system for my
anthropology paper if my professor allows it?
A: Yes, while the Notes-Bibliography system is traditional and more common in
anthropology, the Chicago Manual of Style also includes an Author-Date
system. Always confirm the preferred system with your instructor or the
publication guidelines.

Q: How should I format block quotations in a Chicago
style anthropology paper?
A: Block quotations, for four or more lines of text, should be indented from
the left margin, single-spaced, and do not use quotation marks. They are
typically placed as a separate paragraph below your own text.



Q: What is the best way to ensure consistency in my
Chicago style formatting?
A: The best way to ensure consistency is to meticulously follow a style
guide, create templates for different source types, and proofread your work
carefully for any deviations in formatting, punctuation, or citation style.

Q: Where can I find reliable resources for Chicago
style formatting in anthropology?
A: Reliable resources include the official Chicago Manual of Style,
university writing center guides (like Purdue OWL), and specific style
guidelines provided by your academic department or the journal you are
submitting to.
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