
chicago style for writing research
papers education
The Chicago Manual of Style is a renowned and widely adopted citation and
writing guide. For students and scholars in the field of education,
understanding and implementing Chicago style for writing research papers is
paramount for clear, credible, and consistently formatted academic work. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of Chicago style,
covering everything from in-text citations and bibliographical entries to the
essential structural components of a research paper within an educational
context. We will explore the two distinct systems—Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date—and provide practical advice for navigating common challenges.
Mastering Chicago style ensures your research on educational theories,
pedagogical practices, or policy analyses is presented with the utmost
professionalism and academic rigor, enhancing its impact and reception.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Education Research

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a comprehensive style guide offering
detailed recommendations for writing, citing, and formatting academic works.



For those engaged in research within the field of education, adhering to
Chicago style ensures consistency, clarity, and proper attribution of
sources. This rigorous adherence lends credibility to your findings and
arguments, whether you are examining early childhood development, educational
psychology, curriculum design, or policy reform. By internalizing Chicago's
principles, researchers in education can effectively communicate complex
ideas and contribute meaningfully to their discipline.

Adopting a consistent citation style is not merely an academic formality; it
is a cornerstone of scholarly integrity. In education research, where ideas
build upon existing knowledge and theories, accurate referencing is vital for
acknowledging the contributions of others and allowing readers to trace the
lineage of your arguments. Chicago style, with its flexibility and
thoroughness, provides a robust framework for achieving this.

The Two Systems of Chicago Style

One of the most distinguishing features of Chicago style is its provision of
two distinct citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-
Date system. Both systems achieve the same goal of providing readers with
access to source material, but they do so through different mechanisms.
Understanding which system is appropriate for your educational research paper
is the first critical step in its correct application.

The choice between these two systems often depends on the specific discipline
or institutional requirements. While the humanities, including many areas of
education, commonly favor the Notes-Bibliography system, some social sciences
and natural sciences prefer the Author-Date system for its conciseness in the
text. Regardless of the chosen system, the underlying principles of accurate
citation and comprehensive bibliographical listing remain consistent.

Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The Notes-Bibliography system, often favored in fields like history,
literature, and many areas of education, uses numbered footnotes or endnotes
to indicate sources. A superscript number is placed in the text immediately
following the material being cited, corresponding to a note at the bottom of
the page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote). This system
allows for extensive parenthetical explanations or commentary within the
notes themselves, a feature that can be particularly useful for elaborating
on nuanced educational concepts or providing brief contextual information
without disrupting the main body of the text.

Each note provides full bibliographic information for the first citation of a
source. Subsequent citations of the same source are typically shortened,
referencing the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.
This system prioritizes textual flow by keeping citations out of the main
narrative, while still providing all necessary source details. The



bibliography at the end of the paper then lists all sources cited in the
notes, alphabetized by author's last name.

Author-Date System Explained

The Author-Date system, more common in the natural and social sciences, uses
parenthetical citations directly within the text. These citations typically
include the author's last name and the year of publication, followed by the
page number if a specific part of the work is being referenced. For example,
a citation might appear as (Smith 2021, 45). This system is often preferred
for its brevity and directness, allowing readers to quickly identify the
source and publication year of the information being presented.

The in-text citations in the Author-Date system correspond to a reference
list at the end of the paper. This reference list includes all sources cited
in the text, alphabetized by the author's last name. Each entry in the
reference list provides complete bibliographic details for the source. This
system is efficient for disciplines where quick source identification is
prioritized and extensive annotation within citations is less common.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Research
Paper in Education

A well-structured research paper in education, formatted according to Chicago
style, typically includes several essential components that guide the reader
through your research journey. Each section plays a crucial role in
presenting your findings and arguments effectively, from introducing the
problem to offering solutions or further avenues for inquiry.

Title Page and Abstract

The title page of a Chicago style paper in education should clearly state the
paper's title, your name, the course name, the instructor's name, and the
date. While not always mandatory, an abstract is highly recommended for
longer research papers. The abstract is a concise summary of the paper,
typically between 150 and 250 words, outlining the research problem,
methodology, key findings, and conclusions. For educational research, the
abstract should encapsulate the essence of your investigation into
pedagogical approaches, learning outcomes, or policy impacts.



Introduction and Literature Review

The introduction sets the stage for your educational research. It should
clearly define the research problem or question, explain its significance
within the field of education, and provide a brief overview of the paper's
structure. Following the introduction, the literature review critically
analyzes existing scholarly work relevant to your topic. This section
demonstrates your understanding of the current research landscape, identifies
gaps in knowledge that your study addresses, and establishes the theoretical
framework for your own research. For example, a literature review for a paper
on student engagement might synthesize theories of motivation and current
best practices in classroom management.

Methodology in Educational Research

The methodology section is critical for establishing the validity and
replicability of your educational research. It details the research design,
participants, data collection methods, and data analysis techniques employed.
For qualitative studies, this might involve describing interview protocols or
observation strategies. For quantitative studies, it would include details on
survey instruments, statistical tests, and sampling procedures. Clarity and
precision here are paramount for demonstrating the rigor of your educational
inquiry.

Findings and Discussion

This section presents the results of your research. In quantitative studies,
findings are often presented using tables and figures, accompanied by textual
explanations of statistical outcomes. In qualitative studies, findings are
typically presented through thematic analysis of interview transcripts or
observational data. The discussion section interprets these findings,
relating them back to your research questions and the existing literature.
This is where you articulate the implications of your results for educational
theory and practice, highlighting any new insights or confirmations of
previous research.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The conclusion of your Chicago style research paper in education should
briefly summarize the main findings and reiterate the significance of your
study. It should avoid introducing new information. Following the summary,
recommendations for future research or practical applications in educational
settings are often provided. These recommendations should be directly



informed by your research findings and offer concrete suggestions for
educators, policymakers, or future researchers.

Formatting Requirements for Chicago Style
Papers

Adhering to specific formatting guidelines in Chicago style is crucial for
presenting a professional and polished research paper in education. These
rules ensure consistency and readability, allowing your content to be the
primary focus rather than distracting formatting inconsistencies.

General Formatting Guidelines

Chicago style generally recommends double-spacing for the entire paper,
including block quotations and bibliography entries, though instructors may
specify otherwise. Margins should typically be one inch on all sides. Font
choices should be standard and legible, such as Times New Roman or Arial,
usually in 12-point size. Page numbers are typically placed in the upper
right-hand corner, starting from the title page or the first page of the main
text.

Footnotes and Endnotes

When using the Notes-Bibliography system, footnotes appear at the bottom of
the page where the citation number is located, while endnotes are compiled at
the end of the paper. Each note begins with a superscript number that
corresponds to the number in the text. The first citation of a source in a
footnote requires full bibliographic details, while subsequent citations are
shortened. For example:

Full Note: John Dewey, Democracy and Education: An Introduction to the
Philosophy of Education (New York: Free Press, 1916), 102.

Shortened Note: Dewey, Democracy and Education, 115.

Bibliographical Entries

The bibliography, whether in the Notes-Bibliography system or the reference
list in the Author-Date system, is an alphabetized list of all sources cited



in the paper. Entries in the bibliography follow a specific format depending
on the source type. Consistency is key. For books, the entry typically
includes the author's name, the full title (italicized), publication
information (city, publisher, year), and sometimes page numbers for specific
references. For journal articles, it includes the author, article title,
journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, date, and page range.

Citing Specific Educational Resources

The nuances of citing different types of educational resources are where many
researchers encounter difficulties. Chicago style provides detailed guidance
for a wide array of materials commonly used in educational research.

Books and Chapters

When citing a whole book in Chicago style, the format generally follows:
Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year. For a chapter within an edited book, the format is: Author Last Name,
First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, edited by Editor First Name
Last Name, Chapter Page Range. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year. For
example, a citation for a chapter on constructivist learning might look like:

Vygotsky, L. S. "Interaction between Higher Mental Functions." In Theories of
Cognitive Development: An Introduction to Educational Psychology, edited by
David Hargreaves and Elizabeth L. M. Davies, 33-51. London: Blackwell
Publishing, 2005.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles is fundamental for education research. The standard
format for a journal article in Chicago style (Notes-Bibliography) is: Author
Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Month/Season Year): Page Range. For the Author-Date system, the format is
similar but includes the year in parentheses after the author's name.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

Author: Jane A. Curriculum.

Article Title: "Enhancing Student Motivation Through Project-Based
Learning."

Journal Title: Journal of Educational Psychology

Volume: 105



Issue: 3

Date: 2013

Page Range: 455-472

Formatted Note: Jane A. Curriculum, "Enhancing Student Motivation Through
Project-Based Learning," Journal of Educational Psychology 105, no. 3 (July
2013): 458.

Websites and Online Resources

The internet is a rich source for educational resources, and Chicago style
provides guidelines for citing them accurately. For websites, include the
author (if available), title of the specific page or document, name of the
website, publication or last updated date, and the URL. Crucially, include an
access date, as online content can change. For example:

National Education Association. "The Impact of Technology in Modern
Classrooms." Last modified October 26, 2023.
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-professionals/digital-education/technology
-in-classrooms. Accessed December 10, 2023.

Theses and Dissertations

Theses and dissertations are valuable primary sources for educational
research. When citing a thesis or dissertation, include the author's name,
the title of the work (italicized), the degree obtained, the university, and
the year of completion. If it's an unpublished work, note that. If it's
available online through a database like ProQuest, include that information.

Example: Johnson, Emily R. "Investigating the Effectiveness of Differentiated
Instruction in Middle School Mathematics." PhD diss., University of
California, Berkeley, 2022.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style for Education
Papers

Even with a thorough understanding of the Chicago Manual of Style, certain
pitfalls can easily ensnare researchers in education. Awareness of these
common mistakes can save considerable time and effort in the revision
process.



Proofreading and Citation Checks

One of the most significant pitfalls is insufficient proofreading and
citation checking. This includes inconsistencies in formatting between
footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography, incorrect punctuation, misplaced
commas, or missing crucial details like page numbers or publication years.
For educational research, ensuring that every piece of borrowed information,
from a theoretical concept to a statistical finding, is meticulously
attributed is non-negotiable. Failing to do so can lead to accusations of
plagiarism.

Staying Updated with Chicago Style

The Chicago Manual of Style is periodically updated to reflect evolving
writing and citation practices. Researchers in education must ensure they are
using the most current edition of the manual or following the specific
guidelines provided by their institution or journal, which may have slight
variations. Relying on outdated information can result in non-compliance with
current academic standards. It is always wise to consult the latest edition
of the manual or reputable online resources that adhere to its latest
principles for the most accurate guidance.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago
style for education research papers?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the
Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations like (Smith 2021).
Both systems require a comprehensive list of sources at the end of the paper.

Q: Can I use both footnotes and endnotes in the same
Chicago style education research paper?
A: No, Chicago style mandates choosing one system for the entire paper. You
will either use footnotes exclusively or endnotes exclusively for your
citations.

Q: How should I cite a specific policy document from
a government education department in my research



paper using Chicago style?
A: For a government policy document, you would typically cite the issuing
agency as the author, followed by the title of the document, the government
publication series or report number (if applicable), the place of
publication, the publisher, and the year. If accessed online, include the URL
and access date.

Q: Is it necessary to include page numbers for every
citation in Chicago style for education papers?
A: Page numbers are essential when you are quoting directly from a source or
paraphrasing a specific idea or piece of information from a particular page.
For general references to a work, page numbers may not be required, but it's
good practice to be specific when possible.

Q: What is the correct way to format a block
quotation in a Chicago style education research
paper?
A: A block quotation, typically 5 or more lines of text, is set off from the
main text by indenting the entire quotation from the left margin. It is not
enclosed in quotation marks. The citation follows the quotation, usually
without a comma between the last word and the citation.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors for a single
source in my Chicago style education research paper?
A: For two authors, list both names in the footnote/endnote or in-text
citation. For three or more authors, list the first author's full name
followed by "et al." in both notes and the bibliography.

Q: What are the common mistakes to avoid when citing
educational journals in Chicago style?
A: Common mistakes include incorrectly italicizing the journal title,
misplacing volume and issue numbers, omitting the page range, or using
inconsistent date formats. Always ensure the journal title is italicized and
follow the specific order for volume, issue, date, and pages.

Q: Can I abbreviate journal titles in my Chicago
style education research paper?
A: Chicago style generally recommends using full journal titles.



Abbreviations are typically only used in specific contexts, such as
scientific literature where standard abbreviations exist, but for most
education research, full titles are preferred.

Q: How does the Chicago style handle citations for
online educational databases like ERIC?
A: When citing sources from educational databases like ERIC, include all the
bibliographic information for the original source, and if available, the
database name and accession or document number. If accessed directly from the
database online, provide the URL and access date.
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