
chicago style for undergraduates philosophy

Chicago Style for Undergraduates
Philosophy: A Comprehensive Guide
Chicago style for undergraduates philosophy is a crucial element for academic success,
ensuring clarity, credibility, and adherence to scholarly standards. Navigating the intricacies of this
citation method can seem daunting, but a systematic approach makes it manageable for students
delving into complex philosophical texts. This guide will demystify the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS), particularly as it applies to philosophical writing. We will cover everything from the
fundamental differences between its two main systems – notes-bibliography and author-date – to
specific applications in citing primary and secondary sources, formatting quotations, and crafting
bibliographies. Mastering these principles will not only improve your papers but also enhance your
understanding of academic discourse in philosophy.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style in
Philosophy
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide used across
many academic disciplines, including philosophy. For undergraduates, it serves as the bedrock for
presenting research and arguments in a clear, consistent, and academically sound manner. Its
emphasis on detailed citation practices aims to give credit to original authors, allow readers to locate



sources easily, and prevent plagiarism. Understanding the fundamental purpose behind any citation
style is the first step to mastering it.

In philosophy, the precise attribution of ideas and arguments is paramount. Philosophical discourse
often involves engaging with a long lineage of thinkers, building upon or critiquing their work.
Therefore, accurately citing both original philosophical texts (primary sources) and scholarly
interpretations or discussions of those texts (secondary sources) is critical. CMOS provides a robust
framework for this, ensuring that your engagement with these sources is transparent and rigorous.

The Two Chicago Style Systems: Notes-Bibliography vs.
Author-Date
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct systems for citation: the Notes-Bibliography system
and the Author-Date system. While both are accepted within CMOS, the Notes-Bibliography system is
more prevalent in the humanities, including philosophy, particularly at the undergraduate level.
Understanding the nuances of each is key to selecting the appropriate one for your coursework.

The Notes-Bibliography System
The Notes-Bibliography system utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text. Each
citation appears numerically, corresponding to a footnote or endnote entry that provides the full
bibliographic information. This system is favored in philosophy because it allows for lengthy
explanatory notes alongside the citation, which can be beneficial for discussing complex philosophical
concepts or providing additional context without disrupting the main flow of the argument. A
bibliography, listing all sources cited, is also included at the end of the paper.

The Author-Date System
The Author-Date system, on the other hand, places parenthetical citations directly within the text,
typically including the author's last name and the year of publication (e.g., (Plato 1997)). A
corresponding reference list at the end of the paper provides full bibliographic details. While less
common in philosophy coursework, some departments or instructors may opt for this system,
especially in interdisciplinary contexts or for specific types of research.

Core Principles of Chicago Style for Philosophy Papers
Regardless of which CMOS system you employ, certain core principles remain constant. Accuracy,
consistency, and clarity are the guiding tenets. Every piece of information derived from an external
source—whether it's a direct quote, a paraphrase, or a summary of an idea—must be properly
attributed. This not only upholds academic integrity but also strengthens your own arguments by
demonstrating thorough research and engagement with the scholarly conversation.

Consistency in formatting is equally important. This applies to everything from the way you cite
authors and titles to the punctuation used in footnotes and bibliographies. Deviations from the
established format can distract readers and undermine the professionalism of your work. Adhering
strictly to the chosen CMOS system ensures that your readers can focus on your philosophical



arguments, not on deciphering your citations.

Citing Primary Philosophical Texts in Chicago Style
Citing foundational philosophical works requires careful attention to detail, as these texts are often
reissued with different translations, introductions, and editions. The goal is to provide enough
information for a reader to locate the exact passage you are referencing, even if they are using a
different edition.

Footnotes/Endnotes for Primary Sources (Notes-Bibliography
System)
When citing a primary source in the Notes-Bibliography system, your footnote or endnote will typically
include the author's name, the title of the work (italicized), the publication information (city,
publisher, year), and the specific page number(s). For translations, the translator's name should also
be included. For instance:

1. Plato, The Republic, trans. G. M. A. Grube, rev. C. D. C. Reeve (Indianapolis: Hackett
Publishing Company, 1997), 509a.

Subsequent citations of the same work can be shortened, often using the author's last name and a
shortened title, or simply a note number followed by the page number if it's clear which work is being
referenced.

In-Text Citations for Primary Sources (Author-Date System)
In the Author-Date system, in-text citations would look something like this: (Plato 1997, 509a). The
full bibliographic information would then be provided in the reference list at the end of the paper.

Special Considerations for Philosophical Texts
Many philosophical works are known by specific editions or translations that have become standard
within the field. For example, citing Aristotle often involves referencing the Bekker pagination, which
is a system of page numbering that is consistent across different editions. When using such standard
numbering systems, it is advisable to include them in your citations for maximum clarity and ease of
reference for your readers. If your instructor has a preferred edition or translation, always follow their
guidance.

Citing Secondary Philosophical Sources Using Chicago



Style
Secondary sources are critical for understanding and contextualizing primary philosophical texts.
They include journal articles, scholarly books, and chapters in edited volumes. Proper citation of these
sources demonstrates your engagement with existing scholarship and supports your own analysis.

Footnotes/Endnotes for Secondary Sources (Notes-
Bibliography System)
Similar to primary sources, secondary sources require detailed bibliographic information in the notes.
The format for a book would include the author's name, the title (italicized), publication details, and
relevant page numbers. For an article in a journal, it would include the article title (in quotation
marks), the journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, publication year, and page range,
followed by the specific page(s) cited.

2. Martha Nussbaum, The Fragility of Goodness: Luck and Ethics in Greek Tragedy and
Philosophy (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1986), 312.

3. Bernard Williams, "Ethical Consistency," The Lindley Lectures and Moral Philosophy 24, no. 1
(1987): 5.

In-Text Citations for Secondary Sources (Author-Date System)
For the Author-Date system, secondary source citations would appear as (Nussbaum 1986, 312) or
(Williams 1987, 5).

Citing Articles in Edited Volumes
When citing a chapter or essay within an edited volume, the citation needs to reflect both the author
of the specific piece and the editors of the volume. In the Notes-Bibliography system, this typically
looks like:

4. Alasdair MacIntyre, "The Virtues of the University," in The University in the Modern World, ed.
David Boucher, Paul Kelly, and Simon Modood (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2013),
88.

Formatting Direct Quotations in Philosophy Papers
Direct quotations are powerful tools for substantiating your claims and for precisely representing the
ideas of other philosophers. However, they must be integrated smoothly into your own prose and
accurately cited.



Short Quotations
Short quotations (generally fewer than 40 words) are typically incorporated into the text and enclosed
in quotation marks. The citation follows immediately after the quotation, often with the page number
appearing within the note or parentheses.

For example, in the Notes-Bibliography system:

"The unexamined life is not worth living," Socrates famously declared.

This statement would then be followed by a footnote or endnote containing the citation.

Long Quotations (Block Quotations)
Quotations of 40 words or more are set off as block quotations. This means they are presented as a
separate, indented paragraph, without quotation marks. The citation typically appears after the final
punctuation mark of the quotation.

For example:

We are seeking, then, for the highest good, and that good we are seeking to connect with
the ultimate aim of all our actions.

It is plain, then, that Aristotle does not mean that happiness is a state of character, but
that it is an activity.

This block quotation would be followed by its corresponding citation.

Integrating Quotations
When integrating quotations, it is essential to introduce them properly and to explain their relevance
to your argument. Avoid simply dropping quotations into your text without context or analysis. Use
ellipses (...) to indicate omitted words within a quotation and square brackets [...] to indicate any
additions or modifications you make for clarity.

Crafting Bibliographies and Reference Lists in Chicago
Style
The bibliography (for the Notes-Bibliography system) or reference list (for the Author-Date system)
provides a complete alphabetical listing of all the sources you have cited in your paper. This allows
readers to easily find and consult the works you have referenced.

Bibliography Format (Notes-Bibliography System)
A bibliography is organized alphabetically by the author's last name. The format for each entry is



similar to the information provided in the footnotes/endnotes but often omits specific page numbers
unless the work is a collection of essays or a specific section is being heavily referenced. The order of
elements is also slightly different, with the author's last name appearing first, followed by their first
name.

Aristotle. Nicomachean Ethics. Translated by W. D. Ross. Edited by J. L. Ackrill and J. O. Urmson.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1980.

Nussbaum, Martha. The Fragility of Goodness: Luck and Ethics in Greek Tragedy and Philosophy.
New York: Cambridge University Press, 1986.

Plato. The Republic. Translated by G. M. A. Grube. Revised by C. D. C. Reeve. Indianapolis:
Hackett Publishing Company, 1997.

Williams, Bernard. "Ethical Consistency." The Lindley Lectures and Moral Philosophy 24, no. 1
(1987): 1–14.

Reference List Format (Author-Date System)
The reference list in the Author-Date system is also alphabetized by author's last name. Each entry
includes the author's name, year of publication, title of the work, and publication information. The
year of publication is placed immediately after the author's name.

Aristotle. 1980. Nicomachean Ethics. Translated by W. D. Ross. Edited by J. L. Ackrill and J. O.
Urmson. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Nussbaum, Martha. 1986. The Fragility of Goodness: Luck and Ethics in Greek Tragedy and
Philosophy. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Plato. 1997. The Republic. Translated by G. M. A. Grube. Revised by C. D. C. Reeve.
Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company.

Williams, Bernard. 1987. "Ethical Consistency." The Lindley Lectures and Moral Philosophy 24,
no. 1: 1–14.

Consistency is Key
Whatever system you use, the most important aspect of your bibliography or reference list is
consistency. Ensure that every entry follows the same format, and that the details provided are
accurate and complete.



Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for Undergraduates
Undergraduates often encounter specific challenges when applying Chicago style to philosophy
papers. Recognizing these common pitfalls can help you avoid errors and produce a polished,
professional document.

One frequent mistake is inconsistent formatting between notes and the bibliography. Ensure that if a
work appears in your bibliography, it is also cited in your notes, and vice versa. Another issue is
misplacing citation numbers; they should generally follow the punctuation of the sentence or clause
they refer to.

Pay close attention to the exact punctuation required for each element within a citation. Commas,
periods, and colons have specific roles. Furthermore, remember to correctly italicize book titles and
place article titles in quotation marks. Double-check the spelling of authors' names and the details of
publication information.

A crucial best practice is to consult the official Chicago Manual of Style guide or a reliable abridged
version. Many universities also provide online resources or style guides specific to their philosophy
departments. Always refer to your instructor's guidelines, as they may have specific preferences or
modifications to the standard CMOS. Proofreading your citations carefully is as important as
proofreading the content of your paper.

Finally, start citing early in the writing process. Don't leave citation and bibliography creation until the
last minute. This allows you to track your sources accurately as you write and reduces the stress of
compiling everything at the end.

By diligently applying the principles of Chicago style, undergraduate philosophy students can elevate
their academic work, ensuring their arguments are well-supported, their research is transparent, and
their engagement with philosophical texts is both rigorous and respectful of scholarly tradition.

FAQ

Q: Which Chicago style system is most commonly used for
undergraduate philosophy papers?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system is most commonly used for undergraduate philosophy papers, as it
allows for detailed explanatory notes that can be helpful in discussing complex philosophical
arguments and nuances without disrupting the main text.

Q: How do I cite a specific translation of a primary
philosophical text in Chicago style?
A: When citing a translation, you should include the translator's name in the citation. For example, in
a note: 1. Plato, The Republic, trans. G. M. A. Grube (Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company,
1997), 509a. In a bibliography, it would be: Plato. The Republic. Translated by G. M. A. Grube.
Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 1997.



Q: What is the correct way to cite a work that is frequently
referenced in philosophical discussions, like Aristotle's?
A: For classical texts like Aristotle's, it is often advisable to include standard pagination systems (like
Bekker pagination) in your citations, in addition to the standard page numbers, to ensure readers can
locate the passage regardless of their edition. For example: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, trans. W.
D. Ross, 1102a (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1980).

Q: Can I use secondary sources to explain philosophical
concepts in my paper?
A: Yes, secondary sources are essential for providing context and analysis of philosophical ideas.
However, your paper should still primarily focus on your own arguments and interpretations, using
secondary sources to support or inform your claims, not to replace your own thinking. Always cite
them accurately.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in the citation system they are associated with. A bibliography is used
with the Notes-Bibliography system and lists all cited works. A reference list is used with the Author-
Date system and also lists all cited works. The format within each entry can differ slightly, particularly
regarding the placement of the publication year.

Q: How should I handle citing online philosophical articles or
e-books in Chicago style?
A: For online resources, you should include a stable URL or a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available.
The specific format will vary depending on whether it's a journal article, e-book, or other type of
online resource, but generally includes all bibliographic information as you would for a print source,
followed by the URL or DOI and an access date.

Q: When should I use an explanatory footnote in Chicago style
for my philosophy paper?
A: Explanatory footnotes are ideal for providing tangential information, offering alternative
interpretations, defining complex terms, or elaborating on a point without interrupting the flow of your
main argument. They are a significant advantage of the Notes-Bibliography system in academic
writing.
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