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Introduction

chicago style for scholarly research education is a critical framework that underpins clear,
consistent, and credible academic communication within the field of education. Adhering to this
widely recognized citation and formatting style ensures that educators, students, and researchers can
present their findings with precision and professionalism. This article delves into the essential
components of Chicago style as applied to educational research, covering everything from in-text
citations and bibliographies to the nuances of formatting different types of sources common in
educational scholarship. Understanding these guidelines is paramount for producing high-quality
research papers, dissertations, and journal articles that meet academic standards and contribute
meaningfully to the body of educational knowledge. We will explore its importance, the two main
systems—Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date—and their specific applications in educational
contexts, alongside detailed explanations of how to cite a wide array of scholarly materials.
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Educational Research

The adoption of a standardized citation style like Chicago is not merely an arbitrary academic
requirement; it serves several vital functions in the realm of scholarly inquiry in education. Firstly, it
ensures academic integrity by properly attributing sources, thereby avoiding plagiarism and giving
credit to original authors. This is fundamental to the ethical practice of research. Secondly, it
enhances the credibility and authority of your work by demonstrating a thorough engagement with
existing literature and adherence to established academic conventions. For educators and
researchers, this means their arguments are more likely to be taken seriously by peers and reviewed
by journals.

Furthermore, consistent use of Chicago style facilitates the reader's ability to locate and consult the
original sources. By providing clear and standardized bibliographic information, readers can easily
verify your claims or delve deeper into specific studies that interest them. This transparency is a
cornerstone of the scientific method, even within disciplines focused on human behavior and learning.
In educational research, where theoretical frameworks and empirical studies are diverse, a unified
system like Chicago style helps to create a common language and understanding among scholars,
making it easier to compare and synthesize findings across different studies.

The Two Systems: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date

Chicago style, in its full form, offers two distinct but equally valid systems for citation: the Notes-
Bibliography (NB) system and the Author-Date (AD) system. The choice between these often depends
on the specific discipline, the requirements of the publisher or institution, and the preferences of the
author. Both systems aim for clarity and accuracy but achieve this through different mechanisms for
in-text referencing and bibliographic entries.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system is prevalent in the humanities and some social sciences, including
many areas of education that draw heavily on historical, philosophical, or theoretical foundations. In
this system, brief numbered notes appear in the text, corresponding to a more detailed entry in a
bibliography at the end of the work. These notes can take the form of footnotes or endnotes.
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the
document. The first citation of a source in a note is typically full, while subsequent citations are
shortened.

The Author-Date System

The Author-Date system is more commonly found in the sciences and some social sciences, including
empirical branches of educational research focused on quantitative methodologies, statistics, and
experimental design. This system uses parenthetical citations within the text, which include the
author's last name and the year of publication (e.g., (Smith 2020)). A corresponding reference list at
the end of the paper provides full bibliographic details for each cited source. This system allows



readers to quickly identify the source and publication year directly within the text.

Applying Chicago Style to In-Text Citations in
Education

The method of in-text citation differs significantly depending on whether you are using the Notes-
Bibliography or Author-Date system. For educational researchers, understanding these differences is
crucial for consistent application. Regardless of the system, the goal is to clearly and concisely direct
the reader to the source of information or ideas.

In-Text Citations in the Notes-Bibliography System

In the Notes-Bibliography system, superscript numbers are placed within the text immediately after
the material being cited. These numbers correspond to footnotes or endnotes. For example, if quoting
a passage from a foundational text on constructivism in education, the citation might appear as:
"Constructivist learning theories emphasize the active role of the learner in knowledge
construction."¹. The corresponding footnote or endnote would then provide the full bibliographic
details for the source. If you are paraphrasing or referencing an idea, the superscript number is still
used to link to the note.

In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, frequently used in empirical educational research, employs parenthetical
citations directly within the text. These citations typically include the author’s last name and the year
of publication, separated by a comma. For instance, a statement about the effectiveness of inquiry-
based learning might be cited as: "Inquiry-based learning has demonstrated positive outcomes in
science education (Johnson 2019)." If the author's name is part of the sentence, only the year is
needed in parentheses: "Johnson (2019) found that inquiry-based learning has demonstrated positive
outcomes." When citing a specific page or range of pages, these are added after the year, often
separated by a colon or p./pp.: (Smith 2021, 45) or (Davis 2022, pp. 112-115).

Crafting a Comprehensive Bibliography or Reference
List

The end matter of your scholarly work is as important as the body. Whether you are using the Notes-
Bibliography system or the Author-Date system, a correctly formatted bibliography or reference list is
essential for providing complete information about your sources. This section allows readers to trace
your research and explore the literature that informed your work.



Bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography System

In the Notes-Bibliography system, the bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in the
notes. The entries are typically alphabetized by the author’s last name. Each entry includes the
author’s full name, the title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles),
publication information (place of publication, publisher, year for books; journal title, volume, issue,
year, page numbers for articles), and other relevant details. The purpose is to provide a
comprehensive overview of the literature consulted and cited.

Reference List in the Author-Date System

The reference list in the Author-Date system serves a similar purpose but is directly tied to the in-text
citations. It is also an alphabetical list of all sources mentioned parenthetically in the text. Each entry
typically includes the author’s last name, followed by their first initial or full first name, the year of
publication, the title of the work, and publication details. The inclusion of the publication year
immediately after the author’s name is a key characteristic of this system, allowing for quick
identification of the source’s temporal context.

Citing Core Educational Resources: Books, Journal
Articles, and Dissertations

Educational research frequently draws upon a variety of scholarly materials. Knowing how to
accurately cite these common sources is fundamental to mastering Chicago style. The formatting
varies slightly between books, journal articles, and dissertations, and also between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems.

Citing Books

Books are a staple in educational research, whether they are foundational texts, theoretical works, or
collections of essays. For a book in the Notes-Bibliography system, a full note might look like: ¹ John
Dewey, Democracy and Education (New York: Free Press, 1916), 87. The corresponding bibliography
entry would be: Dewey, John. Democracy and Education. New York: Free Press, 1916. In the Author-
Date system, the in-text citation would be (Dewey 1916, 87), and the reference list entry would be:
Dewey, John. 1916. Democracy and Education. New York: Free Press.

Citing Journal Articles

Scholarly articles in peer-reviewed education journals are a critical source of current research. For a
journal article in the Notes-Bibliography system, a note could be: ² Sarah Jones, "The Impact of
Technology on Student Engagement," Journal of Educational Technology 45, no. 3 (2021): 155. The
bibliography entry would be: Jones, Sarah. "The Impact of Technology on Student Engagement."
Journal of Educational Technology 45, no. 3 (2021): 150–65. In the Author-Date system, the in-text



citation would be (Jones 2021, 155), and the reference list entry: Jones, Sarah. 2021. "The Impact of
Technology on Student Engagement." Journal of Educational Technology 45 (3): 150–65.

Citing Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses represent original research often used to explore specific educational issues
in depth. For a dissertation in the Notes-Bibliography system: ³ Michael Chen, "Exploring Teacher
Professional Development in Urban Schools" (PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2022), 67. The
bibliography entry would be: Chen, Michael. "Exploring Teacher Professional Development in Urban
Schools." PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2022. In the Author-Date system, the in-text citation would
be (Chen 2022, 67), and the reference list entry: Chen, Michael. 2022. "Exploring Teacher Professional
Development in Urban Schools." PhD diss., University of Chicago.

Navigating More Complex Sources in Educational
Research

Beyond books and journal articles, educational research often engages with a wider array of
materials, including edited book chapters, conference proceedings, reports from educational
organizations, and web resources. Chicago style provides guidelines for citing these diverse formats.

Citing Chapters in Edited Books

When you reference a chapter written by a specific author within an edited book, the citation needs to
reflect both the chapter author and the book editor(s). For a chapter in the Notes-Bibliography
system, a note might be: ⁴ David Lee, "Early Childhood Literacy Interventions," in Innovations in
Reading Instruction, ed. Emily Carter and Robert Kim (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.
The bibliography entry: Lee, David. "Early Childhood Literacy Interventions." In Innovations in Reading
Instruction, edited by Emily Carter and Robert Kim, 30–55. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.
In the Author-Date system, the in-text citation would be (Lee 2020, 45), and the reference list entry:
Lee, David. 2020. "Early Childhood Literacy Interventions." In Innovations in Reading Instruction,
edited by Emily Carter and Robert Kim, 30–55. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Citing Conference Proceedings and Reports

Educational conferences are vital for disseminating new research, and reports from institutions like
the U.S. Department of Education offer valuable data and policy analysis. For conference proceedings
in the Notes-Bibliography system: ⁵ Anya Sharma, "The Role of Parental Involvement in Student
Achievement" (paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research
Association, Chicago, IL, April 2021). The bibliography entry: Sharma, Anya. "The Role of Parental
Involvement in Student Achievement." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American
Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL, April 2021. For the Author-Date system, the in-text
citation would be (Sharma 2021), and the reference list entry: Sharma, Anya. 2021. "The Role of



Parental Involvement in Student Achievement." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the
American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL, April 2021.

Citing Online Resources and Websites

The internet is an indispensable resource for educational research, providing access to government
data, research reports, and online journals. When citing websites in the Notes-Bibliography system: ⁶
National Center for Education Statistics, "Digest of Education Statistics," accessed June 1, 2023,
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/. The bibliography entry: National Center for Education Statistics.
"Digest of Education Statistics." Accessed June 1, 2023. https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/. For the
Author-Date system, the in-text citation would be (National Center for Education Statistics 2023), and
the reference list entry: National Center for Education Statistics. 2023. "Digest of Education
Statistics." Accessed June 1, 2023. https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/. Always check for stability
and authoritativeness of online sources.

Formatting and Presentation for Scholarly Papers

Beyond citations, Chicago style also dictates specific guidelines for the overall formatting and
presentation of scholarly papers in education. These conventions ensure a professional and consistent
appearance, making your research accessible and easy to follow.

Manuscript Preparation

For manuscripts intended for publication or submission, Chicago style provides detailed instructions
on margin sizes, line spacing, font choices, and pagination. Generally, double-spacing is required
throughout the document, including block quotations and notes. Margins are typically set at one inch
on all sides. The first page usually includes the title and author’s name, followed by the main text.
Page numbers are essential, often placed in the upper right-hand corner, starting from the title page.

Tables and Figures

Tables and figures are crucial for presenting data and complex information effectively in educational
research. Chicago style has specific rules for their formatting, titling, and referencing. Tables are
typically numbered sequentially (Table 1, Table 2, etc.) and should have clear, descriptive titles.
Figures (graphs, charts, images) are also numbered sequentially. Notes can be added below tables
and figures to provide further explanation or credit sources. References to tables and figures in the
text should be made by their number (e.g., "as shown in Table 3").

Block Quotations

When quoting directly from a source and the quotation exceeds four lines of prose, it should be



presented as a block quotation. This means it is set off from the main text as a distinct paragraph,
usually indented from the left margin, without quotation marks. The citation for a block quotation
follows the same rules as in-text citations but is placed after the final punctuation of the quote. This
formatting distinguishes extended direct quotes clearly from the author’s own prose, enhancing
readability.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating Chicago style can present challenges, but by understanding common errors and adopting
best practices, educational researchers can ensure accuracy and professionalism in their work.
Diligence and attention to detail are key to successful citation.

Consistency is Key

One of the most common errors is inconsistency in applying the chosen citation system (Notes-
Bibliography or Author-Date) or in formatting individual elements like author names, publication titles,
and dates. Ensure that every citation, note, and bibliographic entry follows the exact rules of the
selected system without deviation. This includes consistent capitalization, punctuation, and the order
of elements.

Accurate Page Numbers

When citing specific passages or paraphrasing ideas from a source, it is vital to include accurate page
numbers. Failure to do so makes it difficult for readers to verify the information and can be
interpreted as a lack of thorough research. Always double-check that the page numbers correspond to
the exact location of the cited material in your source.

Proofreading and Verification

Before submitting any scholarly work, thorough proofreading of all citations, notes, and bibliographic
entries is essential. Many errors can be caught during this stage, such as typos, incorrect formatting,
or missing information. It is also advisable to consult the official Chicago Manual of Style or reliable
online resources to verify any uncertain rules or examples.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary advantage of using Chicago style for
scholarly research in education?
A: The primary advantage of using Chicago style for scholarly research in education is its ability to
promote clarity, consistency, and credibility in academic writing by providing a standardized



framework for citation and formatting, thus ensuring proper attribution and facilitating reader
comprehension and source verification.

Q: When should an educator or researcher choose the Notes-
Bibliography system over the Author-Date system in Chicago
style?
A: An educator or researcher might choose the Notes-Bibliography system if their work is more
theoretical, historical, or philosophical in nature, and they are working within disciplines where this
system is traditionally preferred, such as in some humanities-focused areas of education research.

Q: How does Chicago style address citing online journal
articles that may not have page numbers?
A: When citing online journal articles without traditional page numbers, Chicago style recommends
using paragraph numbers or section headings if available. If neither is present, the full URL and
access date are provided, with the citation linked to the body of the text.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, a bibliography is used with the Notes-Bibliography system and includes all sources
cited in the notes, plus potentially other works consulted but not directly cited. A reference list, used
with the Author-Date system, includes only those sources that are cited parenthetically within the
text.

Q: How should I format a direct quote that is longer than four
lines in Chicago style?
A: Longer direct quotes in Chicago style should be formatted as block quotations. This means setting
them off as a distinct paragraph, indented from the left margin, and without quotation marks. The
citation follows the final punctuation of the quote.

Q: Is it acceptable to mix the Notes-Bibliography and Author-
Date systems within a single educational research paper?
A: No, it is not acceptable to mix the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems within a single
educational research paper. You must choose one system and adhere to its rules consistently
throughout your entire document to maintain clarity and professionalism.

Q: What are common elements that are often missed when



citing books in Chicago style?
A: Common elements often missed when citing books in Chicago style include the city of publication,
the publisher's name, and for older works, the full copyright year if available. For edited books, failing
to cite the editor's name properly is also a frequent oversight.
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