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Mastering Chicago Style for Your Political
Science Thesis
chicago style for political science thesis represents a crucial element for academic success,
demanding precision and adherence to established citation and formatting guidelines. This
comprehensive guide will demystify the intricacies of employing the Chicago Manual of Style for your
political science research paper, ensuring your work is presented professionally and credibly. We will
delve into the core components, including in-text citations, the bibliography, and formatting nuances
specific to political science scholarship. Understanding these elements is vital for scholars aiming to
present their arguments with clarity and authority, contributing meaningfully to the field. By
mastering these stylistic conventions, you can enhance the impact and reception of your political
science thesis.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Political
Science

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted style guide in the humanities and social
sciences, including political science. Its flexibility and comprehensive nature make it an excellent



choice for academic writing, particularly for theses and dissertations. For political science scholars,
adhering to CMOS ensures consistency in how research is presented, making it easier for readers to
follow arguments and verify sources. The style guide provides clear instructions on everything from
manuscript preparation to the minute details of citation, all designed to facilitate clear and accurate
communication within the academic community.

When embarking on a political science thesis, understanding the fundamental principles of Chicago
style is paramount. It's not merely about avoiding errors; it's about presenting your research in a
manner that upholds academic integrity and scholarly rigor. This involves meticulous attention to
detail in how you document your sources, structure your arguments, and format your manuscript. The
Chicago Manual of Style, often referred to as CMOS, offers two primary systems for documentation:
the notes and bibliography system and the author-date system. Both are acceptable within political
science, but specific departments or advisors may prefer one over the other.

In-Text Citations in Chicago Style for Political Science

In-text citations are the shorthand references that appear within the body of your political science
thesis, directing readers to the full source information. Chicago style offers two distinct approaches to
in-text citations, each serving a specific purpose and catering to different scholarly preferences.
Understanding when and how to employ each is critical for maintaining a coherent and creditable
research paper. The choice between these systems often depends on the specific conventions favored
by your department or institution.

Notes and Bibliography System Explained

The notes and bibliography system, often favored in history and the humanities, is also widely used in
political science. This method utilizes numbered footnotes or endnotes that correspond to superscript
numbers placed within the text of your thesis. Each note provides detailed information about the
source cited, and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the thesis lists all sources consulted.
This system allows for extensive explanatory notes and can be particularly useful for complex
arguments or when referencing multiple works by the same author within a single paragraph.

When using the notes and bibliography system, the first citation of a source in a note is typically a full
citation, providing all necessary bibliographic details. Subsequent citations of the same source within
the same note or in later notes, if they appear consecutively, can be shortened using an abbreviated
format. This abbreviated format usually includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the work,
and the page number(s). The bibliography then provides the complete bibliographic entry for every
source cited in the notes, alphabetized by the author's last name.

Author-Date System Overview

The author-date system, more prevalent in the sciences and some social sciences, uses parenthetical
citations within the text. These citations typically include the author's last name, the year of



publication, and the page number(s) where the information can be found. For instance, a citation
might appear as (Smith 2020, 45). Like the notes and bibliography system, the author-date system
also requires a reference list at the end of the thesis that provides full bibliographic details for all
sources cited in the text. This list is organized alphabetically by author's last name.

The author-date system offers a more streamlined approach to in-text referencing, reducing the visual
interruption that multiple footnotes or endnotes might create. It is particularly effective for disciplines
where quick verification of sources is paramount. Political science researchers often find this system
useful for its efficiency, especially when dealing with extensive data sets or when frequently
referencing recent scholarship. The clarity of the parenthetical citation allows readers to immediately
identify the author and publication year, facilitating a direct connection to the corresponding entry in
the reference list.

Formatting Your Political Science Thesis in Chicago
Style

Beyond citation, the Chicago Manual of Style provides comprehensive guidelines for the overall
formatting of your political science thesis. This includes elements such as margins, font choices,
spacing, and the presentation of tables and figures. Adhering to these formatting standards ensures a
professional and consistent presentation of your research, making it more accessible and credible to
your readers and evaluators. A well-formatted thesis demonstrates attention to detail and a
commitment to academic presentation standards.

Key formatting considerations include maintaining standard one-inch margins on all sides of your
pages. Font choices should be readable and professional, with serif fonts like Times New Roman or
Garamond often recommended. Double-spacing is typically required for the main body of the text,
including chapter titles and the main text, with single-spacing often used for block quotations and
tabular material. The consistent application of these formatting rules contributes significantly to the
overall polish and readability of your political science thesis.

Title Page Requirements

The title page of your political science thesis, formatted in Chicago style, should include essential
information presented clearly and concisely. Typically, this includes the full title of the thesis, your
name, the name of the department, the university, and the date of submission. The title should be
centered and prominently displayed, often in all capital letters or a combination of uppercase and
lowercase depending on institutional preference. Below the title, your name should appear, followed
by the relevant departmental and university information, all typically centered on the page.

Chapter Structure and Headings

A political science thesis often follows a standard chapter structure, with each chapter beginning on a



new page. The initial chapters usually include an introduction, literature review, and methodology,
followed by chapters presenting your analysis and findings. Subsequent chapters might cover
discussion and conclusions. Chicago style offers guidance on heading levels to organize your content
effectively. First-level headings, such as chapter titles, are typically centered and bolded, while
second-level headings might be left-aligned and italicized or bolded. Subsequent heading levels
should be clearly delineated to maintain a logical flow.

Citing Primary Sources in Political Science Research

Primary sources are the bedrock of much political science research, encompassing government
documents, speeches, interviews, historical records, and original data. Chicago style provides specific
instructions for citing these materials accurately, ensuring their provenance and context are clearly
established. The method of citation will depend on the nature of the primary source and whether it is
published or unpublished.

For published primary sources, such as government reports or historical documents, treat them
similarly to other published works, providing author, title, publication information, and page numbers.
Unpublished primary sources, like archival materials or personal correspondence, require more
detailed descriptions. This might include the name of the archive, the collection, the box and folder
number, and specific document identifiers, along with the date of the document and relevant page or
item numbers.

Government Documents and Legislation

Government documents, including reports, hearings, and official publications, are frequently cited in
political science. When citing these, follow the standard Chicago guidelines, paying close attention to
identifying the issuing agency as the author if no individual author is listed. For legislative acts,
citation formats can vary, but generally include the name of the act, its public law number (if
applicable), and the date it was enacted. For example, a citation might look like: United States,
Congress, Senate, Committee on Foreign Relations, Hearing on Global Security, 116th Cong., 2nd
sess., S. Hrg. 116-123 (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 2020), 15.

Speeches and Interviews

Speeches and interviews, whether published or unpublished, require careful citation. If a speech is
published in a collection, cite it as a chapter or essay within that collection. If it is unpublished, cite it
by the speaker, the title of the speech (if any), the date it was delivered, and the location. For
interviews, cite the interviewee, the interviewer, the date of the interview, and where it was recorded
or transcribed. If the interview is personal and unpublished, specify that. For instance: John Smith,
interview by author, October 26, 2021, Washington, D.C. (personal collection).



Referencing Secondary Sources with Precision

Secondary sources, which analyze and interpret primary sources, are crucial for situating your own
research within the existing scholarly literature. Chicago style offers detailed instructions for citing a
wide range of secondary sources, including books, journal articles, book chapters, and online
resources. Accuracy in citing these sources not only credits the original authors but also strengthens
the credibility of your own arguments.

When citing secondary sources, the key is to provide enough information for your readers to locate
the exact source you consulted. This includes authors, titles, publication dates, and specific page
numbers. Consistent application of the chosen citation system (notes-bibliography or author-date) is
essential throughout your political science thesis.

Citing Books

Citing books in Chicago style requires the author's name (last name first for bibliography entries), the
full title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For
in-text citations (notes system), you will include the author, shortened title, and page number. For
example, in a bibliography: Smith, John. Theories of International Relations. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2019. In a note: John Smith, Theories of International Relations (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2019), 78.

Citing Journal Articles

Journal articles are a staple in political science research. For the bibliography, cite the author(s),
article title (in quotation marks), journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, and the year of
publication, along with page numbers. In notes, include author, article title, journal title, volume and
issue, year, and specific page number. For example, in a bibliography: Doe, Jane. “Democracy and
Development.” Political Quarterly 45, no. 3 (2021): 123-145. In a note: Jane Doe, “Democracy and
Development,” Political Quarterly 45, no. 3 (2021): 130.

Common Challenges and Solutions for Chicago Style
Political Science Theses

Navigating Chicago style for a political science thesis can present unique challenges. One common
hurdle is dealing with a diverse array of sources, from historical documents to contemporary online
articles. Another is maintaining consistency across a lengthy document. Fortunately, the Chicago
Manual of Style is designed to be comprehensive, offering solutions for most scenarios encountered in
academic research.

For political science, in particular, the challenge of citing international documents, treaties, or specific



types of legal scholarship can be complex. When faced with an unfamiliar source type, the best
approach is to consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style directly. If a precise example is
not provided, identify the closest category of source and apply the principles of accurate and
complete bibliographic information. Collaboration with your thesis advisor is also crucial; they can
provide guidance specific to your field and research interests.

Handling Multiple Authors and Editors

When a work has multiple authors or editors, Chicago style has specific rules for how to list them in
both notes and bibliographies. For two authors, list both in the bibliography. For three or more
authors, list only the first author followed by "et al." in the notes, but list all authors in the
bibliography. If a work has editors instead of authors, the editor's name(s) are listed with "ed." or
"eds." after their name. Understanding these distinctions is key to accurate source attribution.

Citing Online and Electronic Resources

The proliferation of online resources in political science research necessitates clear guidelines for
citing them. This includes websites, online journals, and digital archives. Chicago style generally
requires the author (if known), title of the specific page or document, the name of the overall website
or publication, and the date of publication or last update. Crucially, a stable URL and the date of
access are also typically included. This ensures that readers can retrieve the specific online content
you referenced, even as web pages evolve.

For political science theses, citing government websites, think tank reports published online, and
academic journals accessed through digital databases are common. When citing material from a
database, you typically include the database name and the URL or DOI if available, in addition to the
bibliographic information for the original publication. The goal is always to provide the most direct and
stable path for your reader to find the information you used, thereby upholding academic
transparency and allowing for verification of your research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary advantage of using Chicago style for a
political science thesis?
A: The primary advantage of using Chicago style for a political science thesis is its comprehensive
nature and flexibility, offering two distinct citation systems (notes-bibliography and author-date) that
cater to various research needs and academic preferences. It promotes clarity, academic integrity,
and ease of source verification for readers.



Q: Which citation system within Chicago style is most common
in political science?
A: While both systems are used, the notes-bibliography system is often favored in political science,
particularly in subfields with strong historical traditions. However, the author-date system is also
widely accepted and increasingly common, especially for research focusing on quantitative analysis or
comparative studies. It is essential to confirm your department's or advisor's preference.

Q: How should I cite a government report in Chicago style for
my political science thesis?
A: For government reports, the issuing agency is typically listed as the author if no individual author is
named. Include the title of the report (often italicized or in title case), publication information (city:
publisher, year), and specific page numbers. If citing a specific congress or session, include that
information.

Q: What are the key components of a bibliography entry for a
journal article in Chicago style?
A: A Chicago-style bibliography entry for a journal article includes the author's full name (last name
first), the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue numbers,
the year of publication, and the full page range of the article.

Q: How do I handle citing a source multiple times within a
single paragraph using the notes-bibliography system?
A: When a source is cited multiple times within a single paragraph in the notes-bibliography system,
you typically use a shortened footnote format for subsequent citations after the first full citation. If the
citations are immediately consecutive, you can use "Ibid." (meaning "in the same place") followed by
the new page number if applicable.

Q: Is it acceptable to use online citation generators for my
Chicago style political science thesis?
A: While online citation generators can be helpful tools, they should be used with caution. Always
cross-reference the generated citations with the official Chicago Manual of Style to ensure accuracy
and adherence to specific requirements, especially for complex or unusual source types common in
political science research.

Q: What is the recommended way to cite a treaty in Chicago
style for international relations research?
A: Citing treaties in Chicago style often involves referencing the official title of the treaty, the parties
involved, the date and place of signing, and the treaty series or publication where it can be found.



Specific formats may vary slightly depending on the treaty's origin and the citation system used, but
clarity and comprehensiveness are key.

Q: How should I format block quotations in my Chicago style
political science thesis?
A: Block quotations, typically defined as four or more typed lines of text, should be formatted as a
freestanding block of text, indented from the left margin, and set off by extra line spacing above and
below. They are usually single-spaced and do not use quotation marks around the entire block. The
citation follows the quotation.
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