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Political Science Research Papers: Mastering Chicago Style

chicago style for political science research papers provides a crucial
framework for academic rigor, ensuring clarity, consistency, and credibility
in scholarly work. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of
the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) as applied to political science research,
covering everything from citation formats to manuscript preparation.
Understanding and implementing Chicago style is not merely about adhering to
a set of rules; it is about contributing effectively to the discourse within
the discipline. We will explore the nuances of footnotes and endnotes, the
requirements for bibliographies, and best practices for formatting your
research papers to meet academic standards. This article aims to equip
political science students and researchers with the knowledge necessary to
navigate Chicago style with confidence.
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Understanding the Fundamentals of Chicago Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted citation and style
guide in academic writing, particularly favored in the humanities and social
sciences, including political science. Its primary goal is to promote
clarity, consistency, and precision in scholarly communication. Unlike some
other styles that rely heavily on parenthetical citations within the text,
Chicago style offers two distinct systems: the notes and bibliography system
(often used in history and political science) and the author-date system. For
political science research papers, the notes and bibliography system is
generally the preferred approach due to its ability to integrate extensive
source information directly within the text through footnotes or endnotes,
while also providing a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the paper.

Adhering to Chicago style ensures that your research is not only well-
documented but also easily verifiable by your readers. This is paramount in
political science, where evidence and sourcing are critical to supporting
arguments and fostering critical analysis. The style guide addresses a wide



range of issues, from punctuation and grammar to the proper formatting of
tables, figures, and references. A thorough understanding of its core
principles is the first step toward producing polished and credible political
science research.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Political Science
Research

The cornerstone of the Chicago Manual of Style’s notes and bibliography
system is the use of footnotes or endnotes. These citations serve to
attribute sources, provide additional commentary, or expand upon points made
in the main text without disrupting the flow of the argument. In political
science research, where complex theories and empirical data are often
discussed, footnotes and endnotes offer a flexible method for incorporating
detailed source information.

When to Use Footnotes and Endnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while
endnotes are collected at the end of the document. Both fulfill the same
primary functions. You will use notes to cite specific sources, indicate
borrowed ideas or data, and acknowledge intellectual debts. Beyond simple
citation, notes are invaluable for offering supplementary information that is
relevant but would interrupt the narrative if included in the main body of
the paper. For instance, you might use a note to define a complex term,
provide historical context for a particular event, or offer a brief critique
of an alternative interpretation of data without derailing your primary
argument.

Formatting Notes Correctly

The formatting of notes in Chicago style is precise. Each note begins with a
superscript Arabic numeral in the text, corresponding to a numbered note at
the bottom of the page (footnote) or the end of the chapter or paper
(endnote). The first citation of a source in a note is typically a full
bibliographic entry, whereas subsequent citations for the same source are
shortened, often using a brief form that includes the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number. This practice of shortening subsequent
citations is crucial for maintaining readability and conciseness in your
political science research.



Common Scenarios for Notes in Political Science

Citing direct quotations.

Paraphrasing or summarizing ideas from a source.

Referencing statistical data or empirical findings.

Acknowledging theoretical frameworks developed by other scholars.

Providing context for specific political events or institutions.

Engaging with secondary literature that supports or challenges your
claims.

Crafting Effective Bibliographies in Chicago
Style

Complementing the notes system, the bibliography is an essential component of
a Chicago-style political science research paper. It provides a complete
alphabetical list of all the sources cited in the notes and any other sources
consulted, giving readers the ability to locate and verify your information.
A well-constructed bibliography demonstrates the breadth of your research and
the foundation upon which your arguments are built.

Structure and Organization of a Bibliography

The bibliography is typically placed at the end of the research paper, after
the main body of text and any appendices. It is organized alphabetically by
the author’s last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the
title of the work. Each entry in the bibliography provides full publication
details for the source, allowing readers to identify and access it easily.
The goal is to present a consistent and complete record of your research
materials.

Key Elements of a Bibliography Entry

Each entry in a Chicago-style bibliography should include:

Author’s name (last name first for books and articles).



Title of the work (italicized for books and journals, in quotation marks
for articles and chapters within edited books).

Publication details, such as the publisher, place of publication, and
year of publication for books.

For journal articles, the journal title, volume, issue number, and page
range.

For online sources, the URL and access date.

The precise formatting of these elements can vary slightly depending on the
type of source, but consistency is paramount. For political science research,
this includes government reports, policy documents, legislative records, and
scholarly articles, each requiring specific formatting conventions within the
bibliography.

Citation Examples for Common Political Science
Sources

Political science research often involves a diverse range of source
materials, from academic books and journal articles to government documents
and online resources. Mastering the correct citation format for each type is
crucial for a Chicago-style paper.

Books

When citing a book, include the author’s full name, the book title
(italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of
publication. For a footnote, you’ll also include the specific page number(s)
being referenced.

Footnote Example:

John Smith, Theories of International Relations (New York: Oxford1.
University Press, 2020), 45.

Bibliography Example:

Smith, John. Theories of International Relations. New York: Oxford University
Press, 2020.



Journal Articles

For journal articles, provide the author’s name, the article title (in
quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue
number, the publication year, and the page range of the article.

Footnote Example:

Jane Doe, "Political Polarization in Modern Democracies," Journal of1.
Political Science 25, no. 3 (2018): 112.

Bibliography Example:

Doe, Jane. "Political Polarization in Modern Democracies." Journal of
Political Science 25, no. 3 (2018): 105–125.

Government Documents

Citing government documents requires careful attention to the issuing agency
and the specific title of the document. This is particularly relevant in
political science for citing legislation, reports, and official statements.

Footnote Example:

United States, Congressional Budget Office, The Economic Outlook for1.
2023 (Washington, DC: CBO, 2023), 15.

Bibliography Example:

United States. Congressional Budget Office. The Economic Outlook for 2023.
Washington, DC: CBO, 2023.

Online Sources

When citing online materials, include as much information as is available,
such as the author, title, website name, publication date (if applicable),
and the URL. Always include the date you accessed the material.

Footnote Example:

Global Policy Institute, "New Report on Climate Policy Effectiveness,"1.
accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.globalpolicyinstitute.org/climate-report.

Bibliography Example:



Global Policy Institute. "New Report on Climate Policy Effectiveness."
Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.globalpolicyinstitute.org/climate-report.

Formatting Your Political Science Research
Paper

Beyond citation, the overall formatting of your political science research
paper adheres to specific guidelines within the Chicago Manual of Style to
ensure a professional and readable document. These conventions apply to the
structure of the paper, headings, margins, and other typographical elements.

Manuscript Structure

A standard political science research paper formatted in Chicago style
typically includes a title page, abstract (if required by your institution or
publication), introduction, main body of the paper, conclusion, appendices
(if any), and bibliography. Each of these sections plays a distinct role in
presenting your research effectively.

Headings and Subheadings

Chicago style suggests a hierarchical approach to headings and subheadings to
organize the content logically. While there isn't a single prescribed format
for headings, clarity and consistency are key. For example, you might use
centered, bolded text for major section titles and left-aligned, italicized
text for subheadings. This visual organization helps readers navigate complex
arguments, a frequent characteristic of political science scholarship.

Font, Margins, and Spacing

Generally, Chicago style recommends using a readable font such as Times New
Roman or Arial, typically in 12-point size. Double-spacing is standard for
the main text, with single-spacing for block quotes (long quotations indented
from the margin). Margins should be at least 1 inch on all sides to allow for
notations and ensure readability. Page numbers are usually placed in the
upper right-hand corner, starting from the first page of the text (not the
title page).



Tables and Figures

Tables and figures in political science research are crucial for presenting
data and visual information. Chicago style provides specific guidelines for
labeling and formatting these elements. Each table and figure should have a
number and a descriptive title. Notes explaining abbreviations or providing
source information should appear directly below the table or figure. Ensure
that tables and figures are referenced in the text and are placed as close as
possible to their first mention.

Advanced Chicago Style Considerations for
Political Science

As you delve deeper into political science research, you may encounter more
complex citation scenarios that require advanced understanding of Chicago
style. These often involve specialized sources or specific academic
conventions within the discipline.

Citing Unpublished Materials and Archival Sources

Political science research can frequently draw upon unpublished manuscripts,
archival documents, and personal papers. Chicago style offers guidance for
citing these materials, emphasizing the need to provide enough detail for
retrieval. This might include the collection name, box and folder numbers,
and the specific item being referenced. Accuracy in documenting these sources
is vital for the replicability and verifiability of your research findings.

Foreign Language Sources

When quoting or referencing sources in a language other than English, you
will need to provide both the original text and an English translation.
Typically, the original text appears in a footnote or endnote, followed by
the translation. The bibliography entry should reflect the original language
of the work.

Electronic Resources and Databases

The proliferation of online databases and digital archives means political
science researchers frequently cite electronic resources. Chicago style
requires you to provide the most complete citation possible, including



author, title, website or database name, publication information (if
available), and the URL or DOI (Digital Object Identifier). Always include
the date of access for online sources, as web content can change.

Citing Laws and Legal Documents

For research involving legal frameworks or court decisions, Chicago style
offers specific conventions for citing statutes, cases, and other legal
documents. These often differ significantly from standard book or article
citations and require careful attention to detail regarding jurisdiction,
volume, and reporter information.

Resources for Further Chicago Style Guidance

While this guide provides a comprehensive overview, the Chicago Manual of
Style is a detailed and extensive resource. For any nuanced questions or less
common citation scenarios, consulting the official manual is highly
recommended. Many academic institutions also provide style guides or writing
center resources that offer tailored advice for political science research
papers.

The official Chicago Manual of Style is available in print and online. Its
accompanying online resource, the Chicago Style Q&A, is an invaluable tool
for addressing specific citation challenges. Familiarizing yourself with
these authoritative resources will ensure your political science research
papers are consistently and accurately formatted according to Chicago style,
enhancing their academic credibility.









Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago
notes-bibliography and author-date systems for
political science papers?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations
and a full bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical
citations in the text (Author Year, Page) and also requires a bibliography.
For political science, the notes-bibliography system is generally preferred
for its flexibility in incorporating detailed source information and
commentary.

Q: When should I use footnotes versus endnotes in my
political science research paper?
A: The choice between footnotes and endnotes in political science research is
largely a matter of preference or institutional requirement. Footnotes appear
at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, offering immediate
context. Endnotes are collected at the end of the paper or chapter, which can
make the main text appear cleaner but requires readers to navigate to the end
for citation details. Both systems are equally valid within Chicago style for
political science.

Q: How do I cite a government report that has
multiple authors or an organizational author in
Chicago style?
A: For a government report with an organizational author, list the
organization’s name as the author. If there are multiple authors listed,
follow the same convention as citing multiple authors for any other work. For
instance, "United States, Department of State" or "International Monetary
Fund." In the bibliography, the entry will be alphabetized by the
organization's name.

Q: Is it acceptable to abbreviate titles in
footnotes for subsequent citations of the same
source in a political science paper?
A: Yes, it is not only acceptable but standard practice in Chicago style to
use shortened titles for subsequent citations of the same source in footnotes
or endnotes. After the first full citation, you can use a brief form
consisting of the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the
page number (e.g., Smith, Theories, 67). This helps to avoid redundancy while
still providing enough information for identification.



Q: How do I cite a legislative bill or act in a
political science paper using Chicago style?
A: Citing legislative bills and acts requires specificity. For a footnote or
endnote, you typically include the bill number, the session of Congress or
the legislative body, and the title of the bill or act. The bibliography
entry should provide similar details. For example: HR 1234, 117th Cong., 2nd
sess. (2022).

Q: What is the best way to cite an interview
conducted for my political science research in
Chicago style?
A: For an interview, provide the name of the interviewee, the type of
interview (e.g., personal interview, telephone interview), the date it was
conducted, and any relevant location or context. In a footnote or endnote,
you might write: "Interview with Dr. Jane Doe, October 25, 2023, Washington,
DC." In the bibliography, it is often listed under the interviewee's name,
but unpublished interviews may not always be included unless they are
archived or publicly accessible.

Q: Can I use a DOI instead of a URL for online
scholarly articles in my political science paper's
bibliography?
A: Yes, a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is preferred over a URL when
available for online scholarly articles. The DOI provides a persistent link
to the article that is less likely to break than a URL. Your citation should
include the DOI, often formatted as a clickable hyperlink if the context
allows or as part of the standard citation for the article. For example: Doe,
Jane. "Political Polarization." Journal of Political Science 25, no. 3
(2018): 105–125. https://doi.org/10.1000/pq.2018.12345.
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