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Introduction to Chicago Style for Philosophy
Journals

Chicago style for philosophy journals presents a crucial yet often intricate
set of guidelines for academic writers. Adhering to these standards is not
merely about stylistic consistency; it is fundamental to clear, credible, and
impactful scholarly communication within the philosophical community. This
guide offers a deep dive into the nuances of Chicago style, specifically
tailored for authors submitting to philosophy publications. We will explore
its core components, from in-text citations and footnotes to bibliographies
and the specific requirements that distinguish philosophical discourse.
Understanding these elements will empower you to present your arguments with
the precision and authority expected by peer reviewers and readers alike.
This comprehensive overview aims to demystify the process, making the
preparation of your manuscript for submission a more manageable and confident
undertaking.
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The Chicago Manual of Style: An Overview

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is one of the most widely respected and
comprehensive style guides in the English-speaking world. Published by the
University of Chicago Press, it offers detailed recommendations on a broad
range of editorial and typographic practices. For scholars, particularly
those in the humanities and social sciences, understanding CMOS is paramount
for producing polished and professional academic work. Its principles aim to
ensure clarity, consistency, and accuracy in written communication, which are
all vital for scholarly integrity.

CMOS provides guidance on everything from punctuation and grammar to the
intricacies of citation. While its breadth can be intimidating, its
structured approach makes it an invaluable tool for writers at all levels.
The manual is regularly updated to reflect evolving practices and
technologies, ensuring its continued relevance in the academic landscape.
When preparing a manuscript for submission to a philosophy journal,
consulting the latest edition of CMOS is the first and most critical step.

Author-Date vs. Notes-Bibliography:
Understanding the Two Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style primarily offers two distinct citation systems:
the Author-Date system and the Notes-Bibliography system. Both have their
strengths and are employed by different disciplines and publications. For
philosophy journals, the Notes-Bibliography system is overwhelmingly the
preferred choice.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system, often referred to as the "humanities style,"
utilizes numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources. Each citation
appears in a numbered note, corresponding to a superscript number in the
text. This system allows for extensive commentary and supplementary
information within the notes themselves, which can be particularly beneficial
in philosophical arguments where intricate explanations or brief excursions
into related ideas are common. At the end of the work, a bibliography lists
all the sources cited in the notes, providing a comprehensive overview of the
research.

This system is favored in philosophy because it allows authors to intersperse
detailed explanatory notes with their main text without disrupting the flow
of their primary argument. The notes can also serve as a space for authorial
asides, elaborations on secondary literature, or even preliminary discussions



of counterarguments that do not require full integration into the main body
of the paper. This flexibility is a key reason for its prevalence in
philosophical journals.

The Author-Date System

In contrast, the Author-Date system places parenthetical citations directly
within the text, typically including the author's last name, year of
publication, and page number (e.g., (Smith 2020, 45)). This system is more
common in scientific and social science disciplines where conciseness and
quick identification of sources are prioritized. A corresponding reference
list at the end of the paper provides full bibliographic details for each in-
text citation. While less common in philosophy, some interdisciplinary
journals might adopt this approach.

Key Components of Chicago Style for Philosophy

Mastering Chicago style for philosophy journals requires a thorough
understanding of its core components. These elements work in concert to
create a cohesive and scholarly presentation of your ideas and the research
that supports them. Paying close attention to each aspect ensures that your
manuscript meets the rigorous standards expected by journal editors and peer
reviewers.

In-Text Citations and Footnotes/Endnotes

As mentioned, philosophy journals predominantly use the Notes-Bibliography
system. In-text citations are indicated by superscript Arabic numerals placed
after the relevant quotation or paraphrased material, usually at the end of a
sentence or clause, and before any punctuation. These numbers correspond to
the numbered notes, which can be placed at the bottom of the page (footnotes)
or at the end of the document (endnotes). The first citation of a source in
the notes typically includes full bibliographic information, while subsequent
citations of the same source can be shortened.

For a first full note, the format for a book might look like: Author First
Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page
Number. For subsequent notes referring to the same work, a shortened form is
used: Author Last Name, Shortened Title, Page Number. If multiple notes refer
to the exact same source and page, the abbreviation "Ibid." (from the Latin
ibidem, meaning "in the same place") can be used, followed by the page number
if it differs.



Crafting a Comprehensive Bibliography

The bibliography, appearing at the end of the article, provides a complete
alphabetical listing of all the sources that have been cited in the footnotes
or endnotes. It serves as a crucial reference point for readers who wish to
explore the literature further or verify the sources used by the author. The
format of bibliography entries differs slightly from the first note,
particularly in the order of elements and punctuation.

For a book in the bibliography, the format is typically: Author Last Name,
First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year. For journal
articles: Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Numbers. It is essential to consult the CMOS
for precise formatting of different source types, including book chapters,
edited volumes, and online resources.

Specific Considerations for Philosophical Texts

Philosophy journals often deal with complex arguments, nuanced
interpretations, and extensive engagement with primary and secondary
literature. Chicago style, particularly the Notes-Bibliography system,
accommodates this by allowing for detailed discursive notes. These notes can
be used to:

Elaborate on a concept without disrupting the main textual flow.

Provide historical context for a philosophical idea.

Address potential objections or alternative interpretations.

Offer translations of foreign-language terms or passages.

Direct readers to specific sections of particularly complex or
influential works.

When citing philosophical works, it is crucial to be precise with page
numbers, as arguments can hinge on specific phrasing or conceptual
distinctions. For classic philosophical texts that have multiple editions, it
is standard practice to cite a specific critical edition and to note the
original pagination in addition to the edition's pagination if possible,
often within the notes.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them



Several common errors can arise when using Chicago style for philosophy
journals. One frequent mistake is inconsistent application of the citation
system, such as mixing author-date elements with notes or failing to maintain
a uniform format for notes and bibliography entries. Another pitfall is
incorrect punctuation and capitalization within citations, which can obscure
the source information.

Ensuring accuracy in page numbers and complete bibliographic details is also
vital. Missing information or incorrect formats can hinder readers and may
lead to the rejection of a manuscript. Over-reliance on "Ibid." without
careful checking can also lead to ambiguity. Always double-check that each
"Ibid." clearly refers to the immediately preceding note's source and page.

Resources for Further Guidance

Navigating the complexities of Chicago style can be aided by several reliable
resources. The official source is, of course, The Chicago Manual of Style
itself, available in print and online. Many universities also provide online
style guides that offer clear explanations and examples of CMOS, often
tailored for academic writing.

Furthermore, individual philosophy journals will have their own specific
submission guidelines, which often include or reference their preferred
citation style. These guidelines are essential reading. Familiarizing
yourself with the citation practices of the specific journals you intend to
submit to can preempt many issues. Online citation generators can be helpful
starting points, but they should always be cross-referenced with the CMOS or
the journal's specific requirements, as they can sometimes produce errors.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary citation system used by
philosophy journals following Chicago style?
A: Philosophy journals predominantly utilize the Notes-Bibliography system of
Chicago style, which employs numbered footnotes or endnotes for citations and
concludes with a bibliography.

Q: How do I format an in-text citation in Chicago
style for a philosophy journal?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are indicated by
superscript Arabic numerals placed after the quoted or paraphrased material.



These numbers correspond to the footnotes or endnotes where the full citation
details are provided.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote and an
endnote in Chicago style?
A: Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made,
while endnotes are collected at the end of the document or chapter. Both
function identically in terms of citation content and numbering.

Q: How should I cite a work that I have already
cited in a previous note?
A: For subsequent citations of the same work, a shortened note format is
used, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title of the
work, and the relevant page number. If the immediately preceding note cites
the same source and page, "Ibid." can be used.

Q: Is it acceptable to include substantive
commentary in footnotes when using Chicago style for
philosophy journals?
A: Yes, the Notes-Bibliography system, particularly favored in philosophy,
allows for extensive discursive notes. These can be used for explanations,
elaborations, or tangential discussions that enhance the reader's
understanding without disrupting the main text.

Q: What are the key elements of a bibliography entry
for a book in Chicago style?
A: A bibliography entry for a book typically includes the author's last name,
first name, the full title of the book (italicized), the place of
publication, the publisher, and the year of publication.

Q: How do I cite a primary philosophical text that
has multiple editions, especially classic works?
A: For classic philosophical texts, it is best practice to cite a specific,
authoritative edition and to include the original pagination in your notes if
possible, in addition to the pagination of the edition you are using. This
ensures clarity and aids readers referencing different editions.



Q: Where can I find the most up-to-date information
on Chicago style for academic writing?
A: The definitive source is The Chicago Manual of Style, now in its 17th
edition. Many university writing centers also provide helpful online
resources and style guides that summarize CMOS principles.

Q: Should I consult the specific journal's
submission guidelines in addition to the Chicago
Manual of Style?
A: Absolutely. While the CMOS provides the foundational rules, individual
philosophy journals often have specific preferences or modifications to the
standard style. Always consult the journal's author guidelines for precise
requirements.
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