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chicago style for notes and bibliography system linguistics, while seemingly
niche, forms a crucial framework for scholars and researchers navigating the
complexities of linguistic inquiry. This citation style, widely adopted in
the humanities and social sciences, offers a robust method for acknowledging
sources, ensuring academic integrity, and providing readers with the
necessary pathways to explore original research. In linguistics, where
arguments are often built upon meticulous analysis of data and previous
scholarship, a consistent and clear citation practice is paramount. This
guide delves into the nuances of applying the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
notes-and-bibliography system specifically within the field of linguistics,
covering everything from basic in-text citations to the intricacies of
formatting bibliographical entries for a wide array of linguistic source
materials. We will explore the fundamental principles, common challenges, and
best practices for effectively employing this system to enhance the clarity
and credibility of your linguistic research papers, theses, and publications.
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Understanding the Chicago Notes and
Bibliography System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems:
author-date and notes-and-bibliography. For linguistic studies, the notes-
and-bibliography system is frequently favored due to its flexibility in
accommodating lengthy quotations, explanatory remarks, and extensive
references without disrupting the flow of the main text. This system relies
on superscript numbers within the body of the paper that correspond to
footnotes or endnotes, which contain the full citation details. The
bibliography, appearing at the end of the document, provides a comprehensive
list of all sources cited.



The fundamental principle behind the notes-and-bibliography system is to
provide readers with immediate access to source information through the notes
while offering a consolidated reference list for further investigation. This
dual approach is particularly beneficial in linguistics, where authors might
need to discuss specific phonetic transcriptions, etymological derivations,
or grammatical structures that require detailed annotation. The system's
emphasis on clarity and attribution makes it an indispensable tool for
maintaining academic rigor in the field.

Core Components of Chicago Style in Linguistics

The Chicago notes-and-bibliography system fundamentally consists of two
interrelated parts: the in-text notes (footnotes or endnotes) and the final
bibliography. Both serve distinct but complementary purposes. The notes offer
a direct link to the source at the point of reference, allowing for detailed
explanations or citations without breaking the narrative. The bibliography,
on the other hand, provides a complete alphabetical listing of all works
consulted and cited, serving as a roadmap for readers interested in exploring
the research landscape more deeply.

The Role of Superscript Numbers

Superscript numbers are the silent connectors between the body of your work
and your source documentation. Each instance where a claim, quotation, or
idea from an external source is introduced into your text, a superscript
number should be placed immediately after the relevant word or punctuation.
This number acts as a pointer to the corresponding note. Consistency in
placement is key; typically, the number follows the punctuation mark of the
sentence or clause it refers to.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

The choice between footnotes and endnotes in the Chicago system is largely a
matter of preference or journal/publisher guidelines. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the superscript number is located, offering
immediate visual connection. Endnotes are gathered at the end of the
document, preceding the bibliography. Both achieve the same objective of
providing citation details. In linguistics, where detailed explanations might
be necessary, endnotes can sometimes offer more space without overwhelming
the reader's immediate page view.



In-Text Citations: Notes Explained

When referencing a source within your linguistic research using the Chicago
notes-and-bibliography system, the superscript number is your primary tool.
This number directs the reader to a corresponding note. The first time a
specific source is cited in your notes, a full citation is provided.
Subsequent citations of the same source are typically shortened, often using
the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number(s).

First Citation of a Source

The initial citation of any source in your notes must be comprehensive. This
ensures that the reader can identify the exact work being referenced without
ambiguity. For a book, this typically includes the author's full name, the
full title (italicized), publication information (place, publisher, year),
and the specific page number(s) being cited. For articles, it would include
author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, date, and page numbers.

Subsequent Citations of a Source

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same work are
abbreviated. The most common format uses the author's last name, a shortened
version of the title (italicized if it's a book, in quotation marks if it's
an article), and the relevant page number(s). This streamlines the notes
section and prevents redundancy. If you are citing multiple works by the same
author, it becomes even more crucial to include the shortened title to
differentiate between them.

Shortened Titles

The practice of using shortened titles is designed to be concise. For books,
the subtitle might be omitted, and only the main title retained. For
articles, a descriptive portion of the title is usually sufficient. The key
is to make the shortened title distinctive enough to identify the specific
work among the author's other publications cited in your bibliography. Always
ensure the shortened title accurately reflects the original.

Ibid. and Subsequent References

The Latin abbreviation "ibid." (ibidem, meaning "in the same place") can be
used in notes when you are citing the immediately preceding source in full.



If you are referencing the same page, just "ibid." suffices. If you are
referencing a different page from the same source, you would use "ibid."
followed by the new page number. However, overuse of "ibid." can sometimes
lead to confusion, especially if there are many successive citations from
different works. Many style guides now recommend using the shortened citation
format even for consecutive references to avoid potential misinterpretations.

Crafting Your Bibliography in Linguistics

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources that have been cited
in your notes. It serves as a vital resource for readers who wish to delve
deeper into the literature that informs your research. Each entry in the
bibliography should be formatted meticulously according to Chicago style
guidelines, ensuring consistency and accuracy.

Alphabetical Order

Entries in the bibliography are arranged alphabetically by the author's last
name. If multiple works by the same author are listed, they are ordered
alphabetically by title. If a work has no author, it is listed by its title,
and the title is alphabetized. This organizational principle is fundamental
to the bibliographical system, allowing for easy navigation and reference.

Formatting Book Entries

A typical book entry in a Chicago-style bibliography includes the author's
full name (last name first), the full title of the book (italicized), and the
publication details: city of publication, publisher, and year of publication.
For example: Chomsky, Noam. Syntactic Structures. The Hague: Mouton, 1957.

Formatting Journal Article Entries

Journal articles are cited by author's full name, article title (in quotation
marks), journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, year of
publication, and the page range of the article. For example: Labov, William.
"The Social Stratification of English in New York City." Journal of
Sociolinguistics 12, no. 3 (2008): 305–345.



Formatting Chapters in Edited Books

When citing a chapter from an edited book, the entry includes the chapter
author, chapter title, "in" followed by the book editor(s) (preceded by "ed."
or "eds."), the book title (italicized), publication details, and the page
range of the chapter. For example: Halliday, M. A. K. "Language as Social
Semiotic." In The Linguistics Reader, edited by David Crystal, 150–165.
Oxford: Blackwell, 2001.

Specific Source Types in Linguistic Research

Linguistic research often draws upon a diverse range of source materials,
including linguistic corpora, dissertations, conference proceedings, and
specialized databases. Properly citing these unique sources is crucial for
academic transparency.

Citing Linguistic Corpora

When citing a linguistic corpus, it is important to provide enough
information for the reader to locate and potentially access the data. This
typically includes the name of the corpus, the institution or organization
responsible for its creation and maintenance, the version or date of access,
and the specific part or search query used, if applicable. For instance: The
British National Corpus (BNC). Oxford University Computing Services, 2007.
Accessed October 26, 2023. http://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/.

Citing Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses are usually cited by author, title (italicized),
degree sought (e.g., PhD dissertation, MA thesis), university, and year of
completion. If the work has been published by a commercial press or is
available through a database like ProQuest, include that information.
Example: Smith, Jane. Phonological Variation in Appalachian English. PhD
dissertation, University of Chicago, 2020.

Citing Conference Proceedings

Conference proceedings are treated similarly to edited books. The citation
includes the author(s), paper title, title of the proceedings (italicized),
names of the editor(s), location and date of the conference, and publication
details of the proceedings. Example: Johnson, Robert. "The Semantics of



Causatives." In Proceedings of the 45th Annual Meeting of the Linguistic
Society of America, edited by Sarah Lee, 112–120. Washington D.C., 2021.

Formatting Considerations for Linguistic Data

The presentation of linguistic data within your text and its representation
in citations requires careful attention. This includes phonetic
transcriptions, IPA symbols, and specialized terminology.

Phonetic and IPA Transcriptions

When quoting phonetic transcriptions or using IPA symbols within your text,
ensure they are accurately rendered. In your notes and bibliography, if the
source itself contains these transcriptions, they should be presented as they
appear in the original. When discussing specific sounds or transcriptions
from a source, it is good practice to reference the exact page number where
that information is found.

Specialized Linguistic Terminology

Linguistics is replete with specialized terms. When these terms are used from
a source, they must be attributed. The Chicago system handles this through
the standard note-taking process. If a source provides a definition or
specific explanation of a term, ensure your note points to that precise
location. Consistency in using the terminology as presented by the original
source is vital.

Language Codes and Abbreviations

Many linguistic works use ISO language codes or specific abbreviations to
refer to languages. In your notes and bibliography, adhere to the conventions
used by the source you are citing. If your work introduces its own
abbreviations, ensure they are defined in a note or in a dedicated list of
abbreviations at the beginning of your paper.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating the Chicago notes-and-bibliography system, especially within a
specialized field like linguistics, can present challenges. Awareness of



common errors can help researchers maintain accuracy and professionalism.

Inconsistent Formatting

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistency in formatting between notes
and bibliography, or even within the notes themselves. This can range from
variations in punctuation to the order of elements. Meticulous proofreading
and adherence to a style guide are essential. Using citation management
software can help enforce consistency.

Missing Essential Publication Information

Forgetting crucial details like the publisher, year of publication, or page
numbers can render a citation incomplete and unhelpful. Always double-check
that all necessary components are present for each entry, particularly for
less common source types.

Incorrect Use of Ibid.

As mentioned earlier, the overuse or incorrect application of "ibid." can
lead to confusion. It is safer to rely on shortened citations for subsequent
references, especially if there's any possibility of ambiguity. If in doubt,
use the full shortened citation.

Misattributing Sources

This is a critical error that undermines academic integrity. Ensure that
every piece of borrowed information, whether a direct quote, paraphrase, or
specific data, is correctly attributed to its original source. This includes
both in-text citations and the bibliography.

Ignoring Publisher or Journal Guidelines

If you are submitting your work to a specific journal or publisher, always
consult their submission guidelines. They may have specific adaptations or
preferences for the Chicago style that supersede general rules.



The Importance of Consistency

Ultimately, the greatest strength of the Chicago notes-and-bibliography
system lies in its consistency. Whether you are citing a foundational text on
phonology or a recent corpus-based study on discourse analysis, applying the
system uniformly throughout your work builds credibility and professionalism.
It demonstrates a commitment to academic rigor and facilitates the reader's
engagement with your research.

By mastering the principles of the Chicago style for notes and bibliography,
linguists can effectively communicate their findings, acknowledge their
intellectual debts, and contribute meaningfully to the ongoing dialogue
within their field. The careful construction of notes and bibliography is not
merely a bureaucratic requirement; it is an integral part of constructing a
clear, well-supported, and persuasive linguistic argument.

Q: What is the primary difference between the
Chicago notes-and-bibliography system and the
author-date system for linguistics research?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text.
The notes-and-bibliography system uses superscript numbers in the text that
correspond to footnotes or endnotes, which contain the full citation details.
The author-date system uses parenthetical citations in the text, such as
(Smith 2020, 15), which correspond to a reference list at the end of the
document. For linguistics, the notes system often allows for more detailed
explanations or lengthy quotations without disrupting the main narrative
flow.

Q: How should I cite a linguistic corpus in Chicago
style?
A: When citing a linguistic corpus, you should provide the name of the
corpus, the responsible institution or organization, the version or date of
access, and the specific part of the corpus or search query used, if
relevant. A web address should also be included if it is publicly accessible.
For example: The Penn Chinese Treebank (2008). University of Pennsylvania.
Accessed October 26, 2023. http://www.cis.upenn.edu/~treebank/.

Q: What is the correct way to abbreviate subsequent
citations of a source in Chicago style for
linguistics?
A: After the first full citation of a source in your notes, subsequent



citations are typically abbreviated. This usually involves the author's last
name, a shortened version of the title (italicized for books, in quotation
marks for articles), and the page number(s). For example: Chomsky, Syntactic
Structures, 45. If you are citing multiple works by the same author, the
shortened title is essential to distinguish them.

Q: Should I use footnotes or endnotes in my
linguistic research when using Chicago style?
A: The choice between footnotes and endnotes in the Chicago notes-and-
bibliography system is generally a matter of preference or the specific
requirements of the journal or publisher. Footnotes appear at the bottom of
the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end
of the document before the bibliography. Both formats are acceptable, but
endnotes can sometimes be preferable for longer explanatory notes or when
space on the page is limited.

Q: How do I cite a phonetic transcription or IPA
symbol from a source in my Chicago style notes and
bibliography?
A: When a source provides phonetic transcriptions or IPA symbols, ensure they
are accurately reproduced in your notes and bibliography as they appear in
the original. Include the page number where the transcription is found. For
example, a note might read: William Labov, "The Social Stratification of
English in New York City," Journal of Sociolinguistics 12, no. 3 (2008): 310,
featuring the phonetic transcription [ˈbɔɪ].

Q: What information is essential for citing a
journal article in a Chicago style bibliography for
linguistics?
A: A Chicago-style bibliography entry for a journal article typically
includes the author's full name (last name first), the article title (in
quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue
numbers, the year of publication, and the page range of the article. For
example: Labov, William. "The Social Stratification of English in New York
City." Journal of Sociolinguistics 12, no. 3 (2008): 305–345.

Q: How should I format a citation for a dissertation
in Chicago style?
A: To cite a dissertation in Chicago style, you generally need the author's
full name, the dissertation title (italicized), the degree sought (e.g., PhD
dissertation, MA thesis), the university that granted the degree, and the



year of completion. If the dissertation is available through a database like
ProQuest or has been commercially published, include that information.
Example: Smith, Jane. Phonological Variation in Appalachian English. PhD
dissertation, University of Chicago, 2020.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in the
Chicago notes-and-bibliography system for
linguistics?
A: The bibliography serves as a comprehensive, alphabetized list of all the
sources that have been cited in the notes and in the body of the text. Its
primary purpose is to allow readers to easily locate and consult the original
works that informed the author's research, thereby enabling further
exploration of the topic and verifying the author's claims.
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