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chicago style for journal submission linguistics is a crucial element for any scholar aiming to publish their
research in the field. Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is not merely a matter of formality;
it ensures clarity, consistency, and facilitates the peer-review process by providing a standardized
framework for presenting linguistic findings. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of
employing Chicago style specifically for linguistic journal submissions, covering essential aspects from in-
text citations and bibliographical entries to the formatting of linguistic data and the nuances of footnotes
versus endnotes. Understanding these guidelines is paramount for demonstrating scholarly rigor and
increasing the likelihood of your work being accepted by reputable linguistic journals.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style in Linguistics
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that offers comprehensive
instructions on writing, citation, and manuscript preparation. While it provides general guidelines
applicable across many disciplines, its application within linguistics often requires specific adaptations due to
the unique nature of linguistic data, theoretical discussions, and the extensive use of specialized terminology
and notation. Linguistic journals, in particular, often have their own supplementary style sheets that build
upon or slightly modify the core CMOS principles. Therefore, understanding both the foundational CMOS
rules and the specific requirements of target journals is essential for linguists.

For linguistic journal submissions, a deep familiarity with CMOS is indispensable. This manual dictates how
to present research clearly and consistently, which is vital for complex arguments involving phonetic
transcriptions, syntactic trees, or semantic analyses. Researchers must navigate its guidelines on everything
from basic punctuation and grammar to more intricate aspects like the formatting of bibliographies and the
use of specific citation styles. The goal is to create a manuscript that is not only academically sound but also
professional and easy for editors, reviewers, and readers to engage with.



Key Components of Chicago Style for Linguistic Submissions
When preparing a manuscript for a linguistic journal using Chicago style, several key components demand
careful attention. These include the citation system, the formatting of the bibliography or reference list, the
presentation of linguistic examples and data, and the appropriate use of notes. Each of these elements plays a
critical role in conveying the author's research accurately and adhering to academic publishing standards.

The overarching principle is consistency. Whether you are citing seminal works on phonology, recent
studies in sociolinguistics, or providing detailed phonetic transcriptions of spoken language, maintaining
uniformity in your formatting throughout the manuscript is paramount. This consistency extends to every
aspect, from the capitalization of titles to the way specific linguistic features are represented. Journal editors
and reviewers often rely on this standardized presentation to efficiently assess the quality and clarity of the
research itself.

In-Text Citation Systems: Notes and Bibliography
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary in-text citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. For linguistic journal submissions, the Notes and Bibliography system
is generally preferred, particularly in fields that involve extensive theoretical discussions or require
detailed explication of sources. This system uses superscript numbers within the text that correspond to
footnotes or endnotes, which contain the citation details. The bibliography, which appears at the end of the
manuscript, lists all sources cited.

Using the Notes and Bibliography system allows for more flexibility in conveying information. For
instance, a footnote can contain not only the citation but also supplementary commentary, definitions, or
brief elaborations that might disrupt the main text's flow. This is especially useful in linguistics, where
complex theoretical underpinnings or brief discussions of related concepts might be necessary. The
superscript numbers should be placed after the punctuation of the relevant clause or sentence. For a single
source directly supporting a statement, a single superscript number is used. If multiple sources support a
single point, they are typically listed within a single note, often separated by semicolons.

The Author-Date system, while also supported by CMOS, is less common in linguistic journals for primary
research articles. It involves placing the author's last name and the year of publication in parentheses
within the text, for example, (Chomsky 1965). A corresponding reference list at the end would then
provide full bibliographic details. While this system is efficient for quick citation, the Notes and
Bibliography system often provides greater clarity and space for nuanced scholarly engagement, which is
frequently required in linguistic discourse.

Bibliographic Entries for Linguistic Sources
The bibliography is a critical component of any Chicago-style submission. It provides a comprehensive list
of all works cited in the text, allowing readers to locate and consult the original sources. For linguistic
journals, the bibliography must be meticulously formatted, paying close attention to the type of source



being cited. This includes books, journal articles, book chapters, dissertations, conference proceedings, and
even online resources.

General guidelines for bibliographic entries in CMOS include the author's full name, the title of the work
(italicized for books and journals, in quotation marks for articles and chapters), publication information
(place, publisher, year for books), and volume and issue numbers for journal articles, along with page
numbers. For linguistic sources, special care must be taken with titles that may contain technical terms or
diacritics. Ensure that these are reproduced accurately.

When listing works by linguists, consistency in author names is crucial. If an author has published under
different variations of their name, use the most common or as specified by the journal. For journal articles,
the format typically includes the article title in quotation marks, followed by the journal title in italics, then
volume, issue, and page numbers, and finally, the year of publication. For example:

Lakoff, George. 1987. Women, Fire, and Dangerous Things: What Categories Reveal About the
Mind. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Labov, William. 1994. Principles of Linguistic Change, Volume 1: Internal Factors. Malden, MA:
Blackwell.

Bauer, Laurie. 1983. "The Classification of English Verbs." Linguistics Abstracts 11 (2): 45–67.

It is essential to consult the specific style guide of the target journal for any deviations or additions to these
general rules, particularly concerning the order of elements or the inclusion of DOIs (Digital Object
Identifiers) for online sources.

Formatting Linguistic Data and Examples
The presentation of linguistic data and examples is a hallmark of linguistic scholarship and requires precise
formatting within the Chicago style framework. This often involves phonetic transcriptions, phonemic
transcriptions, syntactic structures, semantic representations, and comparative data. Journals typically have
specific guidelines on how these should be presented to ensure clarity and consistency across submissions.

Phonetic and phonemic transcriptions should adhere to established conventions, usually IPA (International
Phonetic Alphabet). Ensure that the chosen symbols are rendered correctly and that the appropriate slashes
([ ]) for phonetic and slant marks (/ /) for phonemic transcriptions are used consistently. For example, the
word "cat" might be transcribed phonetically as [kʰæt] and phonemically as /kæt/.

Syntactic structures are often represented using tree diagrams or phrase structure rules. While CMOS
provides general guidance on formatting tables and figures, linguistic journals often have specialized
templates or preferred methods for displaying these. Ensure that tree diagrams are legible and that the
notation used for phrases and constituents is standard and clearly explained, if necessary. Phrase structure
rules, for instance, might be presented as:



S → NP VP

VP → V NP

When presenting examples, they should be numbered consecutively within sections or chapters, and the
numbering should be consistent. Glosses are often provided for lexical items within examples to clarify
meaning or grammatical function. These are typically placed directly below the linguistic example, aligned
word-for-word. For instance:

Nǐ chīfàn le ma?

you eat-meal Q

"Did you eat?"

It is crucial to italicize the linguistic example itself (unless it is a standard phonetic transcription) and use the
appropriate formatting for glosses, which are often in roman type and separated by periods or hyphens,
depending on the journal's preference. Ensure that all diacritics, special characters, and specific linguistic
notations are rendered accurately and consistently across the entire manuscript.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Linguistic Scholarship
As mentioned earlier, the Notes and Bibliography system in CMOS relies heavily on footnotes or endnotes
for citations and supplementary material. In linguistics, these notes are particularly valuable for providing
detailed explanations, addressing alternative analyses, or offering tangential but relevant information
without disrupting the main argumentative flow. The decision between footnotes (appearing at the bottom
of the page) and endnotes (appearing at the end of the manuscript or chapter) is usually dictated by the
journal's specific style guide.

The content of these notes is as important as their placement. For citations, the first instance of a source in a
footnote will include full bibliographic details (author, title, publication info, page number). Subsequent
references to the same source will use a shortened form (author's last name, short title, page number). This
ensures that the notes are informative without being excessively long or repetitive.

Beyond citations, linguistic scholars often use notes to:

Provide extended commentary on theoretical concepts.

Define specialized terminology.

Offer alternative interpretations or counterarguments.

Include detailed phonetic or phonemic transcriptions that are too complex for the main text.

Reference historical or etymological information.



Acknowledge limitations or areas for future research.

The clarity and conciseness of the language used in footnotes and endnotes are as important as in the main
text. While they offer space for elaboration, they should remain focused and contribute meaningfully to the
overall argument. Ensure that the superscript numbers in the text are placed correctly, typically after the
punctuation mark of the sentence or clause to which they refer. Careful management of notes is a hallmark
of professional academic writing and is highly valued in peer review.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices
Navigating Chicago style for linguistic journal submissions can present unique challenges. One of the most
common pitfalls is inconsistency in formatting, especially with specialized linguistic notation, phonetic
symbols, and the citation of various source types. Another frequent error is failing to consult the specific
author guidelines of the target journal, which often contain crucial modifications to the general CMOS rules.

To avoid these issues, it is vital to adopt a proactive approach.

Thoroughly read and understand the target journal's author guidelines. This is the single most
important step.

Maintain a detailed style sheet for your manuscript. Record your decisions on capitalization,
punctuation, specific linguistic notations, and how you format different types of sources.

Use citation management software. Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can help manage
bibliographies and ensure consistent formatting, though manual review is always necessary.

Proofread meticulously. Pay special attention to the formatting of linguistic examples, transcriptions,
and the accuracy of your citations.

Seek feedback from colleagues. Have a fellow linguist review your manuscript for adherence to both
Chicago style and the journal's specific requirements.

Best practices also include being mindful of the word count and the overall structure. While detailed notes
are useful, they should not become a substitute for clear exposition in the main text. The goal is to present
complex linguistic arguments in a manner that is both rigorous and accessible. By paying close attention to
the details of Chicago style and the specific demands of linguistic publication, authors can significantly
enhance the impact and reception of their work.



Conclusion
Mastering chicago style for journal submission linguistics is an integral part of scholarly communication in
our field. It encompasses not only the fundamental rules of citation and bibliography but also the nuanced
presentation of linguistic data, examples, and theoretical discussions. By diligently applying the principles of
the Chicago Manual of Style, and critically engaging with the specific requirements of individual journals,
linguists can ensure their research is presented with the clarity, precision, and professionalism it deserves.
This attention to detail not only facilitates the peer-review process but also elevates the overall quality and
impact of published linguistic scholarship.

Q: What is the primary citation system recommended by CMOS for
linguistics journal submissions?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style primarily recommends the Notes and Bibliography system for linguistic
journal submissions. This system uses superscript numbers in the text that correspond to footnotes or
endnotes, providing a flexible way to cite sources and include supplementary information.

Q: How should phonetic transcriptions be formatted in a Chicago-style
linguistics paper?
A: Phonetic transcriptions should adhere to the conventions of the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA)
and be enclosed in square brackets [ ]. Phonemic transcriptions, if used, are typically enclosed in slant marks
/ /. Consistency and accuracy in rendering these symbols are crucial.

Q: Are endnotes preferred over footnotes in linguistic journal submissions
using Chicago style?
A: The preference between endnotes and footnotes is typically determined by the specific journal's author
guidelines, not by CMOS itself. Both are acceptable within the Notes and Bibliography system, but authors
must adhere to the chosen journal's policy.

Q: What are some common challenges when formatting linguistic
examples using Chicago style?
A: Common challenges include ensuring accurate representation of diacritics and special characters,
consistent numbering of examples, clear alignment of glosses, and italicization of the examples themselves
(unless they are standard transcriptions).



Q: How should multiple sources supporting a single point be cited in a
Chicago-style footnote for a linguistics paper?
A: When multiple sources support a single point, they should typically be listed within a single footnote,
separated by semicolons. The full bibliographic information should be provided for each source upon its first
citation.

Q: Is it acceptable to deviate from CMOS if a linguistic journal has its own
style guide?
A: Yes, it is not only acceptable but highly recommended to follow the specific author guidelines of the
target journal. These guidelines often build upon or modify the general CMOS rules to suit the journal's
particular needs and focus.

Q: What is the best practice for citing linguistic databases or corpora in a
Chicago-style bibliography?
A: Citing linguistic databases or corpora typically requires providing the name of the database, its version or
edition (if applicable), the name of the institution or organization responsible for it, and the year of
publication or access. The specific format may vary, so consulting the journal's guidelines is essential.
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