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Chicago Style for History Journal Articles: Rules and Best Practices

chicago style for history journal articles rules is a critical framework for scholars aiming for clarity,

consistency, and credibility in historical research. Adhering to these guidelines ensures that your work

is not only understood but also respected within the academic community. This comprehensive guide

delves into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) as applied to historical journal

articles, covering everything from citation formats to manuscript preparation. Understanding these rules

is paramount for presenting meticulous research, whether you are submitting to a peer-reviewed

journal or preparing your thesis. We will explore the nuances of footnotes and endnotes, bibliography

construction, and the specific requirements for historical data presentation, providing you with the

knowledge to navigate the demands of academic publishing with confidence.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Historians

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) serves as the authoritative guide for a vast array of publishing



and editorial professionals, including historians. For history journal articles, CMOS provides a detailed

blueprint for everything from punctuation and grammar to the more complex aspects of scholarly

citation. Its enduring popularity in the historical field stems from its flexibility and comprehensiveness,

allowing for different approaches to citation depending on the specific needs of a discipline or journal.

Historians often find its dual system of notes-bibliography to be particularly well-suited for the detailed

referencing required to support intricate historical arguments.

When embarking on the creation of a history journal article, becoming intimately familiar with the

current edition of CMOS is not merely a suggestion but a necessity. This manual addresses the

specific challenges historians face, such as citing primary sources like archival documents,

unpublished letters, and oral histories, alongside secondary scholarly works. Its guidelines promote

transparency and allow readers to trace the author's research journey, a cornerstone of sound

historical scholarship. Therefore, understanding its foundational principles is the first step towards

producing polished, publishable historical research.

Core Principles of Chicago Style in Historical Writing

At its core, Chicago style for history journal articles emphasizes clarity, consistency, and accuracy. The

primary goal is to present historical research in a manner that is accessible and verifiable for readers.

This means that every piece of information, every claim, must be supported by meticulously

documented evidence. The style guide's principles extend beyond mere formatting; they are deeply

intertwined with the intellectual integrity of historical work. Consistency in applying these rules across

an entire article is paramount for maintaining a professional and scholarly tone.

Key principles include a preference for clear and concise prose, avoiding jargon where possible, and

ensuring that the narrative flows logically. In terms of mechanics, CMOS often favors the use of the

serial comma for clarity in lists and provides detailed guidance on the capitalization of titles and

headings. The underlying ethos is that the form of the writing should serve the content, making the

historical argument as strong and as easy to follow as possible. For historians, this translates into a



rigorous approach to evidence and a commitment to accurate representation of their sources.

Punctuation and Grammar for Historical Articles

The precise application of punctuation and grammar is crucial for clarity in any academic writing, and

Chicago style for history journal articles offers specific recommendations. The serial comma, also

known as the Oxford comma, is generally preferred in lists of three or more items to prevent ambiguity.

For example, "the king, queen, and bishop" is clearer than "the king, queen and bishop." This

seemingly small detail can prevent misinterpretations, which are especially problematic when

discussing historical events or figures where precision is key.

Rules regarding quotation marks, apostrophes, and the use of semicolons are also detailed. CMOS

provides clear guidelines on how to integrate quotations smoothly into the text, including when and

how to use single and double quotation marks, and when to employ block quotations for longer

passages. Capitalization rules for titles of books, articles, and other creative works are also clearly

defined, often following a "title case" convention for major works. Proper grammatical construction

ensures that sentences are unambiguous, allowing the historical narrative and analysis to take center

stage without being hindered by mechanical errors.

Tone and Voice in Historical Scholarship

The tone and voice adopted in a history journal article are integral to its scholarly presentation.

Chicago style, while not dictating a specific voice, promotes an authoritative, objective, and analytical

tone. This means avoiding overly casual language, personal anecdotes that do not serve a direct

analytical purpose, and subjective pronouncements without evidence. The aim is to convey a sense of

reasoned scholarship and critical engagement with the past.

Historians are encouraged to present their findings in a clear, declarative manner, allowing the



evidence to speak for itself. While the historian’s interpretation is central to the argument, the

presentation should be framed by an understanding of the complexities and limitations of historical

evidence. An objective tone does not preclude a strong argument; rather, it ensures that the argument

is grounded in evidence and logical reasoning, rather than personal persuasion. The voice should be

confident but also humble, acknowledging the ongoing nature of historical inquiry and the potential for

new interpretations.

Citation and Referencing in History Journal Articles

Citation and referencing form the bedrock of academic integrity, and Chicago style for history journal

articles provides a robust framework for this. The primary system recommended for historical journals

is the notes-bibliography system, which uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text and

a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the article. This system is favored because it allows for

detailed commentary and source attribution without interrupting the flow of the main narrative. It is

particularly useful for historians who frequently need to cite multiple sources for a single point or to

provide supplementary information.

The goal of these citations is twofold: to give credit to the original authors and to allow readers to

locate and verify the sources used. Accurate and consistent referencing is not just a matter of

academic etiquette; it is essential for building trust with your audience and demonstrating the rigor of

your research methodology. Mismanaged citations can undermine an otherwise brilliant historical

argument, leading readers to question the author's thoroughness and credibility.

The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The notes-bibliography system is the hallmark of Chicago style for history journal articles. In this

system, a superscript Arabic numeral is placed in the text immediately after the word or phrase to

which it refers. This numeral corresponds to a note, either a footnote at the bottom of the page or an



endnote at the end of the article. The first citation of a particular source typically includes full

bibliographic details, while subsequent citations of the same source are shortened. This method is

highly effective for historians as it allows for extensive documentation without disrupting the narrative

flow.

The notes serve multiple purposes. They can cite specific passages from books or articles, indicate the

origin of direct quotations, and provide additional commentary or context that might be too lengthy for

the main text. This flexibility makes the notes-bibliography system ideal for the nuanced arguments

and extensive source engagement often found in historical research. The bibliography, on the other

hand, provides a complete alphabetical list of all sources consulted and cited in the article, offering

readers a comprehensive overview of the research foundation.

In-Text Citations vs. Footnotes/Endnotes

Unlike some other style guides that employ in-text author-date citations (like APA or MLA), Chicago

style for history journal articles predominantly relies on the notes-bibliography system. While

parenthetical in-text citations are sometimes used in specific contexts, their use is less common in

history journals compared to the detailed referencing provided by footnotes or endnotes. The

advantage of notes is their ability to convey a greater volume of information, including source details,

publication data, and even brief explanatory remarks, all without interrupting the reader's engagement

with the historical narrative.

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page, offering immediate access to source information.

Endnotes are collected at the end of the document, which can sometimes lead to a cleaner page

layout. The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often dictated by the specific journal's

submission guidelines, but both serve the same function within the notes-bibliography system.

Whichever format is chosen, consistency in application is key.



Footnotes and Endnotes: The Heart of Chicago Style History

Referencing

Footnotes and endnotes are the primary mechanism for citing sources within the body of a history

journal article according to Chicago style. They are not merely optional additions but integral

components that lend credibility and depth to the historical argument. Each note serves as a direct link

from a specific point in the text to the source that supports it. This direct connection allows readers to

trace the author's research, verify claims, and explore the cited materials further, which is fundamental

to the practice of history.

The creation of accurate and consistently formatted notes requires careful attention to detail. From the

initial appearance of a source to subsequent citations, the formatting must follow specific rules. This

meticulous approach ensures that readers can easily identify the source and its context, contributing to

the overall clarity and scholarly rigor of the article. Mastering these elements of Chicago style is thus

essential for any historian aiming for publication in reputable journals.

First Reference Format

The first time a source is cited in a note, Chicago style for history journal articles requires a full

bibliographic entry. This provides all the necessary information for a reader to locate the source. The

exact format varies depending on the type of source (book, journal article, archival document, website,

etc.), but generally includes the author's name, the title of the work, publication details (place,

publisher, year for books; journal title, volume, issue, year for articles), and specific page numbers. For

example, a book would typically appear as:

Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page

Number(s).



It is crucial to adhere precisely to the punctuation and order of elements specified by CMOS. For

instance, the use of commas, periods, and parentheses must be exact. This detailed first reference

ensures that even readers unfamiliar with the topic can identify and access the primary materials and

scholarly analyses upon which the historical argument is built.

Subsequent Reference Format (Shortened Notes)

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source are shortened in Chicago style for

history journal articles. This practice streamlines the notes and avoids unnecessary repetition, making

the article easier to read. The shortened note typically includes the author's last name, a shortened

version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same author), and the relevant

page number(s). For example:

Author Last Name, Short Title, Page Number(s).

If only one work by a given author is cited in the entire article, the title can sometimes be omitted,

leaving only the author's last name and page number. However, many journals prefer that the title be

included even in shortened notes for maximum clarity. The use of "ibid." (ibidem, meaning "in the

same place") is also permitted to refer to the immediately preceding note, but its use should be

judicious to maintain readability. Overreliance on "ibid." can make the notes harder to follow.

Citing Primary Sources

Citing primary sources is a critical aspect of historical research, and Chicago style for history journal

articles provides specific guidelines for these unique materials. Primary sources can range from



archival manuscripts and government documents to oral histories and unpublished letters. The key is

to provide enough information for the reader to understand the nature and provenance of the source.

For archival materials, notes should include the name of the archive, the collection or fonds name, the

box and folder numbers, and the specific document being referenced. For example:

Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, July 10, 1776, John Adams Papers, Massachusetts

Historical Society, Boston, Box 12, Folder 3.

Similarly, oral histories require details about the interviewee, interviewer, date, and location of the

interview, as well as where the recording or transcript is held. The goal is to provide precise locational

information so that another researcher could, in theory, find the same source material.

Crafting a Comprehensive Bibliography for History Journals

The bibliography is the concluding component of the notes-bibliography system in Chicago style for

history journal articles. It serves as a complete, alphabetized list of all the sources that have been cited

within the article. Unlike a list of works consulted but not cited, the bibliography in this context is

directly tied to the footnotes or endnotes, acting as a master key to the references. Its thoroughness

and accuracy are direct reflections of the author's research diligence and commitment to scholarly

practice.

A well-constructed bibliography not only credits others but also allows readers to engage with the

source material independently. It provides a holistic view of the literature and primary sources that

informed the historical argument, reinforcing the credibility of the author's claims. Therefore, investing

time in its meticulous preparation is essential for any historian seeking to publish.



Bibliography Formatting Guidelines

The formatting of the bibliography in Chicago style for history journal articles is distinct from that of

notes. Entries are typically listed in a single alphabetical list by the author's last name. If an author has

multiple works cited, these are listed chronologically or alphabetically by title under that author's name.

The first line of each entry is typically set flush left, with subsequent lines indented. This "hanging

indent" format makes it easier to scan the list and locate specific authors.

While the information included in bibliography entries is the same as in the first note citation, the

punctuation and arrangement differ. For example, a book entry in a bibliography would typically look

like this:

Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Notice the use of a period after the author's name, the absence of parentheses around publication

information, and the final period. Consistency in applying these rules is paramount.

Including Primary and Secondary Sources

A comprehensive bibliography for a history journal article should include both primary and secondary

sources that have been cited. Primary sources are the raw materials of history—documents, artifacts,

eyewitness accounts—from the period being studied. Secondary sources are the interpretations and

analyses of historians and other scholars. The balance between these two categories often reflects the

nature of the historical inquiry.

When listing primary sources, it is important to be as specific as possible. This might involve listing



collections within an archive or specific types of documents. For example, under the entry for an

archive, you might list sub-collections or even individual manuscript groups if they are significant to

your work. Secondary sources are listed in the standard bibliographic format. The clear separation and

accurate listing of both types of sources allow readers to understand the author's research

methodology and the evidential basis of their argument.

Manuscript Preparation: Formatting and Submission Guidelines

Beyond the specific rules of citation and referencing, Chicago style for history journal articles also

encompasses general guidelines for manuscript preparation. These rules ensure that the submitted

manuscript is clear, professional, and easy for editors and reviewers to assess. Adhering to these

formatting conventions demonstrates a commitment to professional standards and can make the

review process smoother.

Journals will almost always provide their own specific manuscript preparation guidelines, which are

paramount. However, understanding the general principles of CMOS regarding manuscript presentation

provides a strong foundation. These guidelines cover aspects such as font, spacing, margins, and the

inclusion of figures and tables. Following these instructions meticulously is a crucial step before

submitting your work.

General Formatting Requirements

When preparing a manuscript for submission to a history journal, standard formatting practices are

generally expected, often in alignment with Chicago style principles. This includes using a legible,

standard font such as Times New Roman or Arial, typically in 12-point size. The manuscript should be

double-spaced throughout, including quotations, notes, and the bibliography, to allow ample space for

editorial comments. Margins should be set at one inch on all sides to provide sufficient room for

annotations.



Title pages should include the article title, the author's name, and affiliations. Page numbering should

be consistent, usually starting on the title page or the first page of text. Authors are also advised to

consult the specific submission guidelines of the target journal, as these may have variations or

additional requirements that supersede general CMOS recommendations. For instance, some journals

might prefer footnotes over endnotes, or vice versa, regardless of the general preference in CMOS.

Figures, Tables, and Appendices

The inclusion of figures and tables in history journal articles can significantly enhance the reader's

understanding and engagement with the material. Chicago style for history journal articles provides

guidelines for their proper presentation and citation. Figures, which include photographs, charts,

graphs, and maps, and tables, which present data in rows and columns, should be clearly labeled with

sequential Arabic numerals (Figure 1, Table 1, etc.) and descriptive captions. Each figure and table

should also be referenced in the main text.

When submitting, figures and tables are often provided as separate files, or embedded within the

document according to the journal's instructions. Captions should be concise and informative, and any

necessary source information for the data or image should be provided, often in a note below the

figure or table. Appendices, if used, should contain supplementary material that is important but would

disrupt the flow of the main narrative. They should be clearly labeled (Appendix A, Appendix B, etc.)

and introduced in the main text.

Specific Considerations for Historical Data and Sources

Historians often deal with unique types of data and sources that require specialized citation and

presentation methods. Chicago style for history journal articles offers guidance for these less common,

yet crucial, elements of research. Recognizing and correctly documenting these materials is vital for

academic rigor and the transparency of historical research.



This includes how to handle electronic sources, which have become increasingly prevalent, as well as

considerations for the ethical presentation of sensitive historical data. Understanding these specific

nuances ensures that the historian’s work is both accurate and responsible.

Citing Digital and Electronic Sources

The digital age has profoundly impacted historical research, and Chicago style for history journal

articles provides detailed instructions for citing online resources. This includes websites, digital

archives, online databases, electronic journals, and even social media. The general principle is to

provide enough information for the reader to locate the source, even if the URL is subject to change.

For websites, a typical citation includes the author or organization, the title of the page or document,

the name of the website, the publication or last modified date (if available), and the URL. A crucial

element for online sources is often the date of access, as web content can be dynamic. For example:

Jane Doe, "The Evolution of the Printing Press," History Today Blog, last modified October 15,

2022, https://www.historytoday.com/evolution-printing-press. Accessed November 20, 2023.

When citing electronic journals, the format is similar to print journals but includes the DOI (Digital

Object Identifier) if available, or the URL. The DOI is preferred as it is a stable link.

Handling Unpublished and Archival Materials

Unpublished and archival materials form the backbone of much historical research, and Chicago style

for history journal articles dedicates significant attention to their accurate citation. As mentioned



previously, citing these sources requires providing precise locational information. This includes the

name of the repository, the collection or fonds, and the specific item designation (e.g., box, folder,

manuscript number).

The key challenge with archival materials is their often unique and unstandardized nature. Therefore,

the citation must be descriptive enough to identify the specific document being used. For instance, if

citing a letter, include the sender, recipient, date, and precise location. If a finding aid or inventory

exists, referencing it can also be helpful, especially in the initial citation. The goal is to ensure that

another scholar can precisely identify and retrieve the same source material.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style for history journal articles can be challenging, and several

common pitfalls can arise. Being aware of these potential issues can help authors avoid them and

ensure their manuscript is polished and compliant with academic standards. Many errors stem from

inattention to detail or a misunderstanding of specific rules, particularly concerning citation formats.

Proactive measures, such as thorough proofreading and careful adherence to the chosen style guide

and journal guidelines, are the best defense. Seeking feedback from colleagues or mentors can also

identify errors that the author might have overlooked. Ultimately, a commitment to accuracy and

consistency is the most effective strategy.

Inconsistent Citation Practices

One of the most frequent errors in academic writing, including history journal articles, is inconsistent

citation practices. This can manifest in various ways: using different formats for similar types of

sources, variations in punctuation within notes or the bibliography, or inconsistent application of

shortened notes. Such inconsistencies can confuse readers and detract from the perceived



professionalism of the work.

To avoid this, it is essential to establish a clear citation style from the outset and apply it rigorously

throughout the manuscript. Utilizing citation management software can help maintain consistency.

Furthermore, it is crucial to cross-reference every citation against the current edition of the Chicago

Manual of Style and the specific submission guidelines of the target journal. A final read-through

specifically dedicated to checking citation accuracy is highly recommended.

Misinterpreting Journal-Specific Guidelines

While the Chicago Manual of Style provides a comprehensive framework, individual journals often

have their own specific submission guidelines that may modify or elaborate upon CMOS.

Misinterpreting or overlooking these journal-specific instructions is a significant pitfall. These guidelines

might dictate preferred citation styles (footnotes vs. endnotes), specific formatting for figures and

tables, or even preferred word counts and manuscript structures.

The best approach is to download and thoroughly read the journal's author guidelines document before

beginning to write or format the manuscript. If any instructions are unclear, it is advisable to contact

the journal editor directly for clarification. Treating journal guidelines as secondary to CMOS can lead

to rejection or requests for extensive revisions, delaying the publication process.

Q: What is the primary citation system used for Chicago style in

history journal articles?

A: The primary citation system used for Chicago style in history journal articles is the notes-

bibliography system, which employs footnotes or endnotes within the text and a comprehensive

bibliography at the end of the article.



Q: When citing a source for the first time in a note, what information

must be included according to Chicago style?

A: The first citation of a source in a note must include full bibliographic details, such as the author's

name, title of the work, publication information (place, publisher, year), and specific page numbers.

Q: How are subsequent citations of the same source handled in

Chicago style history journal articles?

A: Subsequent citations of the same source are handled using shortened notes, which typically include

the author's last name, a shortened title (if necessary), and the relevant page number(s).

Q: What are the main differences between a bibliography entry and a

note citation in Chicago style?

A: While both contain similar information, bibliography entries are typically formatted with a hanging

indent, end with a period, and do not use parentheses around publication details, whereas notes follow

specific punctuation and placement rules, and first citations are more detailed.

Q: How should archival materials be cited in Chicago style for history

journal articles?

A: Archival materials should be cited by providing precise locational information, including the name of

the repository, the collection or fonds name, and the specific item designation (e.g., box and folder

numbers, manuscript number).



Q: Is it permissible to use "ibid." in Chicago style history journal

notes?

A: Yes, "ibid." can be used in Chicago style notes to refer to the immediately preceding note, but its

use should be judicious to maintain readability and clarity for the reader.

Q: What is the recommended font and spacing for manuscripts

following Chicago style for history journal articles?

A: For manuscripts following Chicago style, a legible, standard font (like Times New Roman or Arial) in

12-point size is recommended, and the manuscript should be double-spaced throughout, including

notes and bibliography.

Q: Why is it important to pay close attention to a journal's specific

submission guidelines when using Chicago style?

A: It is important because journals often have their own specific requirements that may modify or

elaborate on general Chicago Manual of Style rules, and adhering to these ensures compliance and a

smoother review process.
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