chicago style for history journal articles
formatting

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted and highly respected style guide in
academia, particularly within the humanities. For history journal articles, adhering to its
specific formatting guidelines is not merely about aesthetics; it's about clarity, credibility,
and scholarly communication. Understanding the nuances of Chicago style, from citation
methods to manuscript preparation, is crucial for any historian aiming to publish their work.
This comprehensive guide will delve into the essential elements of Chicago style for history
journal articles, covering everything from in-text citations and footnotes to bibliographical
entries and general manuscript presentation. Mastering these rules ensures your research
is presented professionally and meets the rigorous standards of academic publishing in
history.
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Understanding the Core Principles of Chicago
Style for History

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for academic writing,
emphasizing clarity, consistency, and precision. For history journal articles, this translates
into a detailed system for presenting research, evidence, and arguments. The fundamental
goal is to allow readers to easily follow the author's line of reasoning and to independently
verify the sources used. This involves a standardized approach to both how information is
cited and how the manuscript itself is presented to editors and reviewers.

At its heart, Chicago style for history journals prioritizes the reader's experience. This
means ensuring that all citations are unambiguous and readily accessible, whether through
footnotes, endnotes, or parenthetical references. The style guide also dictates conventions
for elements like capitalization, punctuation, and the treatment of numbers and foreign
languages, all of which contribute to a polished and professional final product.
Understanding these foundational principles is the first step toward effective
implementation.



Author-Date vs. Notes-Bibliography Systems in
History Journals

A significant decision point when working with Chicago style in history journals concerns the
chosen citation system: Author-Date or Notes-Bibliography. While both are part of the
CMOS, history journals often lean towards one over the other, and it's imperative to identify
which the target journal uses. The Author-Date system, more common in some social
sciences, places brief parenthetical citations within the text, typically including the author's
last name and year of publication. This is complemented by a reference list at the end of
the article.

Conversely, the Notes-Bibliography system is the more traditional and widely preferred
method for history. This system relies heavily on footnotes or endnotes to provide complete
citation information for each reference directly within the text. These notes are then
consolidated into a bibliography at the end of the article, offering a comprehensive list of all
sources consulted and cited. For history, the Notes-Bibliography system allows for more
detailed commentary and context within the notes themselves, which can be invaluable for
historical analysis.

The Notes-Bibliography System: A Deep Dive for
Historians

The Notes-Bibliography system is the cornerstone of Chicago style for many history
publications. Its strength lies in its ability to embed detailed source information directly at
the point of reference within the main text. Footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the
page) or endnotes (appearing at the end of the article) are used to present full bibliographic
details for the first citation of a source, and shortened versions for subsequent citations.
This allows the narrative to flow without constant interruption while still providing robust
evidence.

The flexibility of the Notes-Bibliography system extends to its capacity for brief explanatory
notes or digressions that might disrupt the main text's flow. Historians often leverage this
feature to offer additional context, define terms, or briefly discuss historiographical debates
without derailing their primary argument. This dual function of citation and commentary
makes it an indispensable tool for historical scholarship.

The Author-Date System: When and Why it's Used

While less common in traditional history journals, the Author-Date system does appear,
often in interdisciplinary publications or those with a strong methodological or theoretical
bent. In this system, in-text citations typically take the form of (Author Year, Page). For
example, a citation might read (Smith 1998, 45). This system prioritizes brevity within the
main body of the text, pushing the full bibliographic details to a reference list at the end.



The author is responsible for ensuring this list is meticulously organized and complete.

The primary advantage of the Author-Date system is its conciseness in the narrative. It can
be particularly useful for articles that engage heavily with quantitative data or cite a large
number of frequently referenced sources. However, for historical scholarship that often
involves nuanced interpretation of primary documents and engagement with a diverse
range of secondary literature, the Notes-Bibliography system is generally considered more
appropriate and informative.

Crafting Effective Footnotes and Endnotes

When employing the Notes-Bibliography system, the construction of footnotes and
endnotes is paramount. The first full citation for a given source must be comprehensive,
including the author's full name, the complete title of the work (italicized for books, in
quotation marks for articles), publication details (city, publisher, year), and the specific
page number(s) being referenced. Subsequent citations to the same source should be
shortened to include the author's last name, a shortened title if necessary (especially if
citing multiple works by the same author), and the page number.

There are specific conventions for different types of sources. For instance, citing a book
might look like this: John L. Smith, The History of a Small Town (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2005), 78. A subsequent citation would be Smith, Small Town, 92. Citing an
article in a journal would follow a similar structure, with the article title in quotation marks
and the journal title italicized. For primary source documents, the format will vary
depending on whether they are published or archival, but clarity and specificity are always
key.

Citing Books in Notes

Citing books accurately in footnotes and endnotes is a fundamental skill for historians. The
initial note should include all bibliographical information necessary for a reader to locate
the source. This typically involves the author’s full name, the full title of the book in italics,
the city of publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page
number(s) being cited. For example: Marcus Rediker, The Slave Ship: A Human History
(New York: Viking, 2007), 22. Following this, a shorter form should be used for subsequent
references to the same book, such as Rediker, The Slave Ship, 35.

Citing Journal Articles in Notes

Journal articles require a distinct format within the notes section. The first citation should
include the author’s full name, the title of the article in quotation marks, the name of the
journal in italics, the volume and issue number, the year of publication, and the page
numbers. An example would be: Stephanie McCurry, "The Politics of Honor in Early Modern



France," Journal of Modern History 72, no. 1 (2000): 35. Subsequent references would then
use the author’s last name and a shortened title, if necessary, along with the page number:
McCurry, "Politics of Honor," 42.

Citing Primary Sources in Notes

The citation of primary sources in history journals, especially those from archives, demands
particular attention to detail and clarity. The format will vary based on the nature of the
source and its location. For published primary sources, follow the conventions for books or
articles. For archival materials, the note should include the collection name, the box and
folder number, the document title or description, the date of the document, and the
repository. For instance: Records of the Committee on Public Information, Box 12, Folder 3,
"Minutes of Meetings, July 1918," National Archives and Records Administration, College
Park, MD. Specificity is crucial to allow other scholars to access the same materials.

Building a Comprehensive Bibliography

The bibliography, whether used in conjunction with the Notes-Bibliography system or as the
sole reference list for the Author-Date system, is a critical component of any history journal
article. It serves as a complete catalog of all sources consulted and cited in the manuscript.
The bibliography should be alphabetized by the author's last name and follow the same
formatting conventions as the notes regarding the treatment of titles, publication
information, and punctuation. This consistency is vital for maintaining scholarly rigor.

For the Notes-Bibliography system, the bibliography provides a consolidated, alphabetized
list of all works that have been cited in the footnotes or endnotes. It is distinct from a
“Works Cited” or “References” list in that it may also include sources that were consulted
but not directly quoted, though many journals prefer a strict "Works Cited" approach. For
the Author-Date system, the bibliography serves as the primary locational tool, containing
all details for the in-text citations.

Formatting Entries in the Bibliography

Each entry in the bibliography must be meticulously formatted according to CMOS
guidelines. For books, the author's last name comes first, followed by a comma, then the
full first name. The title of the book is italicized. Publication information includes the city,
publisher, and year. For journal articles, the author's last name is followed by a comma and
their first name. The article title is placed in quotation marks, followed by the journal title in
italics, volume and issue information, and publication year. Consistent formatting across all
entries is non-negotiable.



Distinguishing Between Primary and Secondary Sources
in the Bibliography

While the primary principle of the bibliography is alphabetical order, some historians find it
beneficial to categorize entries, especially when dealing with a large number of sources.
This often involves separating primary sources (documents, letters, diaries, official records
from the period being studied) from secondary sources (books and articles written by other
historians about the period). Within these categories, sources are still alphabetized by
author’s last name. This categorization can aid readers in understanding the evidential
basis of the article.

Formatting Citations for Primary and Secondary
Sources

The accurate and consistent formatting of both primary and secondary source citations is a
hallmark of professional historical writing. While the general principles of Chicago style
apply, the specific details of citation will differ based on the source type and whether it's
being cited in notes or a bibliography. Primary sources, being the raw material of historical
research, often require more granular descriptive detail in their citation to ensure
reproducibility and verifiability.

Secondary sources, while more standardized, still demand adherence to the correct
punctuation, capitalization, and italicization rules. The key is to provide enough information
so that any scholar can locate the precise material being referenced, thereby lending
credibility and transparency to the historical argument. This includes details such as edition
numbers for reissued primary sources or specific journal issue numbers for articles.

Specifics for Citing Online Primary Sources

The rise of digitized archives and online primary source collections presents unique citation
challenges. When citing online primary sources, it is crucial to provide a stable URL or a
persistent identifier (like a DOI) if available. The note or bibliography entry should include
all relevant bibliographic information (author, title, date of source, etc.), followed by the
name of the website or database, and the URL or DOI. It is also good practice to include an
access date, as online materials can be altered or removed.

For example, a citation might look like: Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776, U.S.
National Archives and Records Administration, accessed May 15, 2023,
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript. The goal remains the same:
enabling others to find the exact source material.



https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript

Handling Editions and Translations of Primary Sources

When a primary source has been published in multiple editions or translated into another
language, it is essential to cite the specific edition or translation used. In the notes and
bibliography, include the original author and title if applicable, followed by the translator's
name (if applicable) and details of the specific edition, including its publication information
and page numbers. This ensures accuracy and acknowledges the editorial work involved in
making the source accessible to a wider audience.

General Manuscript Formatting for History
Journals

Beyond citation practices, Chicago style also dictates standards for the overall presentation
of a manuscript intended for a history journal. These guidelines ensure uniformity among
submissions and facilitate the editorial process. Adherence to these formatting conventions
demonstrates professionalism and respect for the journal's submission guidelines,
increasing the likelihood of a positive reception.

Key aspects include manuscript layout, font choices, line spacing, and the handling of
headings and subheadings. Even minor details like margins and page numbering contribute
to the overall impression of the work. Familiarizing oneself with these general formatting
requirements is as important as mastering citation styles for a successful publication.

Title Page and Manuscript Layout

A typical title page for a history journal article submission, following Chicago style, will
include the article title, the author's name, their affiliation, and contact information. The
manuscript itself should generally be double-spaced, with one-inch margins on all sides.
Page numbers should appear consecutively, usually in the upper right-hand corner. These
seemingly simple elements create a clean and readable document, allowing editors and
reviewers to focus on the content rather than being distracted by presentation issues.

Using Headings and Subheadings Effectively

Clear and well-defined headings and subheadings are crucial for organizing complex
historical arguments and guiding the reader through the text. Chicago style offers flexibility
here, but consistency is key. Typically, main headings are centered or left-aligned and may
be bolded, while subheadings are often left-aligned and italicized or bolded. The exact style
will often be dictated by the specific journal's editorial preferences, so consulting their
author guidelines is essential. The aim is to break down the article into logical, manageable
sections that enhance readability.



Tables, Figures, and lllustrations

When including tables, figures, or illustrations in a history article, Chicago style provides
specific guidelines for their formatting and citation. Each visual element should be clearly
labeled with a number (e.qg., Table 1, Figure 1) and a descriptive title. Citations for the data
or origin of these elements should be placed either in a note immediately following the
visual or within the bibliography, depending on the journal's preference. Ensure that all
visual elements are high-resolution and properly integrated into the text to support the
arguments being made.

Avoiding Common Chicago Style Pitfalls in
History Articles

Even experienced scholars can stumble over specific Chicago style requirements. Common
errors include inconsistencies in footnote/endnote formatting, incorrect alphabetization in
bibliographies, improper use of italics and quotation marks, and a failure to distinguish
between different types of sources. Vigilance and careful proofreading are essential to
avoid these pitfalls.

Furthermore, a lack of attention to the specific requirements of the target journal can lead
to rejection, regardless of the quality of the research. Journals often have their own editorial
preferences that build upon or slightly deviate from the general CMOS guidelines.
Therefore, meticulously reviewing the journal's "Instructions for Authors" is a critical step
before submission.

Consistency in Citation Formatting

Perhaps the most frequent error is inconsistency in citation formatting. This can manifest in
variations in how the same type of source is cited across different notes or in the
bibliography. For instance, using an abbreviation in one note but a full title in another for
the same work. Establishing a clear template for each source type at the beginning of the
writing process and applying it rigorously throughout the manuscript is the best way to
ensure uniformity.

Proofreading and Final Review

The final stage of preparing a history journal article for submission involves thorough
proofreading and a comprehensive final review. This is where subtle errors in Chicago style
formatting can be caught. It's often beneficial to have a colleague or a professional editor
review the manuscript specifically for adherence to the chosen style guide. A fresh pair of
eyes can often spot inconsistencies or errors that the author may have overlooked.



Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style
for History Journal Articles Formatting

Q: What is the primary citation system recommended
by The Chicago Manual of Style for history journal
articles?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style primarily recommends the Notes-Bibliography system for
history journal articles, although the Author-Date system is also supported and sometimes
used depending on the specific journal's discipline or preference.

Q: How should | format the first footnote or endnote for
a book in Chicago style for a history article?

A: The first footnote or endnote for a book should include the author's full name, the full
title of the book in italics, the city of publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and
the specific page number(s) being cited.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
works cited list in Chicago style for history?

A: While often used interchangeably in practice, in the Notes-Bibliography system, the
bibliography is a list of all sources cited in the notes and may also include consulted
sources. A "Works Cited" list typically includes only sources directly quoted or referenced.

Q: How do | cite a journal article in a footnote or
endnote using Chicago style for a history journal?

A: For a journal article, the footnote or endnote should include the author's full name, the
title of the article in quotation marks, the name of the journal in italics, the volume and
issue numbers, the year of publication, and the page number(s).

Q: Can | use shortened citations for subsequent
references to the same source in Chicago style for
history articles?

A: Yes, after the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source in footnotes or
endnotes should use a shortened form, typically including the author's last name, a
shortened title (if necessary), and the page number.



Q: What are the general manuscript formatting
requirements for history journal articles following
Chicago style?

A: General requirements usually include double-spacing, one-inch margins, consecutive
page numbering, and a clear title page. Specific journals may have additional layout
preferences.

Q: How should I cite archival primary sources in Chicago
style for history journal articles?

A: Citing archival sources requires providing specific details such as the collection name,
box and folder numbers, document title or description, date of the document, and the
repository where it is housed, along with a stable URL if available online.

Q: Should | alphabetize primary and secondary sources
separately in my bibliography for a history journal
article?

A: While not strictly mandatory, it is a common and useful practice in history to create
separate sections for primary and secondary sources in the bibliography, with each section
alphabetized by author's last name.

Q: What is the correct way to format a website citation
in Chicago style for a history journal article?

A: A website citation should include the author or organization responsible for the content,
the title of the specific page or article in quotation marks, the name of the website in italics,
and the URL, along with an access date.
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