
chicago style for history
dissertations guide
The Chicago Manual of Style is a cornerstone for academic writing,
particularly in the humanities. A comprehensive chicago style for history
dissertations guide is essential for students aiming to present their
meticulous research with clarity, precision, and academic rigor. This guide
will navigate you through the complexities of Chicago style, covering
everything from in-text citations and footnotes to bibliography formatting,
ensuring your historical arguments are presented in a universally recognized
and respected manner. Mastering these stylistic elements not only enhances
the credibility of your work but also demonstrates a deep understanding of
scholarly conventions in historical research. We will explore the nuances of
note-based and author-date systems, the proper way to cite primary and
secondary sources, and the critical elements of a well-structured
dissertation, all within the framework of Chicago style.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
History



The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted style guide,
particularly prevalent in the field of history. Its detailed instructions
cover every aspect of scholarly writing, from punctuation and grammar to
citation practices and manuscript preparation. For history dissertations,
adherence to CMOS ensures that your research is presented in a clear,
consistent, and professional manner, making it accessible and credible to
your readers and committee members. Understanding its core principles is the
first step toward successfully applying it to your extensive historical
research. The manual's emphasis on clarity and completeness is paramount when
dealing with complex historical arguments and a wide array of source
materials.

The history discipline often favors the note-based system of citation over
the author-date system, primarily because it allows for more extensive
commentary and the inclusion of nuanced details within the footnotes or
endnotes themselves. This is particularly useful in historical writing, where
contextual information, brief elaborations, or discussions of historiography
can be seamlessly integrated without disrupting the flow of the main text.
The Chicago style provides a robust framework for these integrated
explanations, ensuring that both the narrative and the supporting evidence
are well-presented.

Navigating Citation Systems: Notes vs. Author-
Date

Chicago style offers two distinct citation systems: the notes and
bibliography system and the author-date system. While both are acceptable
within Chicago guidelines, the notes and bibliography system is
overwhelmingly preferred and expected for history dissertations. This
preference stems from the nature of historical scholarship, which often
requires detailed engagement with sources and the ability to include
supplemental information directly linked to the text without interrupting the
narrative flow.

The notes and bibliography system utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources. Each citation appears as a numbered note, corresponding to a
superscript number in the text. A comprehensive bibliography, listing all
cited works alphabetically, follows the main body of the dissertation. This
system allows for richer textual commentary and detailed source attribution.

The author-date system, on the other hand, uses parenthetical citations
within the text, typically formatted as (Author Year, Page). This system is
more common in fields like social sciences and natural sciences. While it is
a valid Chicago option, its use in history dissertations can sometimes feel
less fluid and may limit the space for extensive explanatory notes that are
often crucial in historical analysis.



Footnotes and Endnotes: The Heart of Chicago
Style Citations

The cornerstone of Chicago style for history dissertations is the meticulous
use of footnotes or endnotes. Whether you choose to place your notes at the
bottom of each page (footnotes) or compiled at the end of the document
(endnotes), the principles of citation remain the same. These notes serve to
attribute borrowed ideas, direct readers to specific sources, and provide
opportunities for supplementary information.

Basic Footnote/Endnote Structure

A typical first citation of a source in a note includes the author's name
(first and last), the full title of the work (italicized), publication
information (city, publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) being
referenced. Subsequent citations of the same source are generally shortened,
often including just the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page
number, unless the immediately preceding note refers to the same source, in
which case "Ibid." is used.

Citing Books

When citing a book in a footnote or endnote, the format is as follows:

First citation: Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of
Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number.

Example: Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre (Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 1983), 45.

Citing Journal Articles

For journal articles, the citation typically includes the author, article
title (in quotation marks), journal title (italicized), volume and issue
numbers, year of publication, and the page number(s).

First citation: Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title
of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number.

Example: David Armitage, "The Paradox of Political Culture," The
Historical Journal 51, no. 1 (2008): 215.



Citing Websites and Digital Resources

Citing digital sources requires attention to URLs, access dates, and any
available publication or author information. The goal is to provide enough
information for the reader to locate the source.

First citation: Author First Name Last Name (if available), "Title of
Web Page," Title of Website, Publication Date (if available), accessed
Access Date, URL.

Example: "Digital Archive: 19th Century Letters," The Library of
Congress, accessed November 15, 2023,
www.loc.gov/collections/digital-archive.

Subsequent Citations and Ibid.

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source are
shortened. If a note refers to the exact same source as the immediately
preceding note, "Ibid." (short for ibidem, meaning "in the same place") can
be used, often with a different page number if applicable. If it refers to
the same source and the same page, "Ibid." alone suffices. Otherwise, use the
author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

Example of subsequent citation: Davis, Martin Guerre, 67.

Example of Ibid.: 46.

Example of Ibid. with new page: Ibid., 72.

The Bibliography: A Comprehensive Record of
Sources

The bibliography is an indispensable component of your history dissertation,
providing a complete list of all the sources you have consulted and cited. It
serves as a scholarly roadmap for your readers, allowing them to delve deeper
into your research and verify your findings. The bibliography should be
meticulously formatted according to Chicago style guidelines to maintain
consistency and professionalism throughout your work.



All entries in the bibliography must be alphabetized by the author's last
name. If multiple works by the same author are included, they are listed
chronologically by publication date. If a source has no author, it is
alphabetized by the first significant word of the title. The format for
bibliography entries is similar to the first note citation but omits the page
numbers from the initial citation and uses a slightly different structure for
author names and publication details.

Formatting Book Entries

Book entries in the bibliography should follow this general structure:

Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

Example: Davis, Natalie Zemon. The Return of Martin Guerre. Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 1983.

Formatting Journal Article Entries

Journal article entries in the bibliography are formatted as follows:

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Range.

Example: Armitage, David. "The Paradox of Political Culture." The
Historical Journal 51, no. 1 (2008): 213–34.

Formatting Web Source Entries

When including web sources, ensure you provide all necessary details for
retrieval:

Author Last Name, First Name (if available). "Title of Web Page." Title
of Website. Publication Date (if available). Accessed Access Date. URL.

Example: "Digital Archive: 19th Century Letters." The Library of
Congress. Accessed November 15, 2023.
www.loc.gov/collections/digital-archive.



Alphabetical Order and Consistency

Maintaining strict alphabetical order for all entries is crucial.
Furthermore, consistency in formatting across all entries, whether for books,
articles, or digital resources, is paramount. This consistency reinforces the
scholarly integrity of your dissertation and demonstrates your attention to
detail.

Formatting Your History Dissertation

Beyond citations, the overall formatting of your history dissertation plays a
significant role in its presentation. Chicago style provides guidelines for
front matter, chapter structure, and other elements that contribute to a
polished and professional document. Adhering to these formatting rules
ensures that your dissertation meets academic standards and is easily
navigable for readers.

Title Page Requirements

The title page is the first impression of your dissertation. It must clearly
state the full title of your work, your name, the degree sought, the
department, the university, and the date of submission. Specific university
guidelines may dictate minor variations, but the core elements are standard.

Abstract and Table of Contents

The abstract is a concise summary of your dissertation, typically ranging
from 150 to 300 words. It should encapsulate your research question,
methodology, key findings, and conclusions. The table of contents provides an
organized overview of your dissertation's structure, listing all major
sections, chapters, and subheadings with corresponding page numbers. It
should accurately reflect the final structure of your work.

Chapter Structure and Formatting

Each chapter should begin with a clear title. While Chicago style does not
prescribe specific heading levels beyond the chapter title, consistency in
your internal subheadings is important. Ensure that your chapter
introductions set the stage for the content to follow, and that your
conclusions effectively summarize the chapter's arguments. Paragraphs should
be clearly defined, and the overall flow of your prose should be logical and



engaging.

Appendices and Other Supplementary Materials

Appendices are used for supplementary materials that are too lengthy or
specialized to include in the main text, such as extensive data tables,
interview transcripts, or copies of primary source documents. Each appendix
should be clearly labeled (e.g., Appendix A, Appendix B) and include a
descriptive title. Similarly, acknowledgments, a glossary, or a list of
abbreviations, if necessary, should be placed appropriately within the front
or back matter of the dissertation.

Special Considerations for History
Dissertations

Historical research often involves unique source materials that require
specific citation practices. Chicago style offers guidance for these
specialized cases, ensuring that even the most obscure or unconventional
sources are cited accurately and informatively. Properly handling archival
materials, unpublished documents, and visual evidence is crucial for
maintaining the integrity and credibility of your historical arguments.

Citing Archival Materials

Citing archival materials demands precision. You will need to identify the
collection, the specific item within the collection, the archive where it is
housed, and its location. This often includes the box number, folder number,
and folio or page number.

Example: John Smith Papers, Box 15, Folder 3, "Correspondence,
1910-1912," The Historical Society Archives, Chicago, IL.

When citing from a specific document within a folder, include the page or
folio number.

Handling Unpublished Sources

Unpublished manuscripts, letters, diaries, or dissertations require careful
citation. You must clearly indicate that the source is unpublished and
provide all available identifying information, including the author, title,



date, and the repository where it is held. For unpublished dissertations,
include the university and year.

Example: Jane Doe, "Research Notes on the Industrial Revolution"
(unpublished manuscript, 1998), private collection of the author.

Reproducing Images and Figures

If you include images, maps, charts, or other figures in your dissertation,
each must be clearly labeled with a number and a descriptive caption. The
caption should include the source of the image, the photographer or artist
(if applicable), the date of creation, and the repository, along with any
necessary copyright information. This ensures proper attribution and respects
intellectual property rights.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary citation system recommended
for history dissertations in Chicago style?
A: The primary citation system recommended and most commonly used for history
dissertations in Chicago style is the notes and bibliography system, which
utilizes footnotes or endnotes.

Q: How do I format the first citation of a book in a
footnote for a history dissertation?
A: The first citation of a book in a footnote follows the format: Author
First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year),
Page Number.

Q: When should I use "Ibid." in my history
dissertation's footnotes?
A: You should use "Ibid." when your current note refers to the exact same
source as the immediately preceding note. If the page number is different,
you would add the new page number after "Ibid." (e.g., Ibid., 75).



Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in a
history dissertation?
A: The bibliography in a history dissertation serves as a comprehensive list
of all sources cited, allowing readers to locate and verify the research.
It's a crucial tool for scholarly transparency.

Q: How are web sources cited in the bibliography for
a history dissertation following Chicago style?
A: Web sources in the bibliography are cited with the author (if available),
title of the page in quotation marks, title of the website, publication date
(if available), access date, and the URL.

Q: Do I need to include unpublished materials in my
history dissertation's bibliography?
A: Yes, all cited unpublished materials, such as manuscripts or personal
correspondence, should be included in the bibliography, along with their
location or repository information.

Q: What are the key components of a title page for a
history dissertation using Chicago style?
A: A history dissertation's title page typically includes the full title of
the work, the author's name, the degree sought, the department, the
university, and the submission date.

Q: How should I cite archival materials in my
history dissertation?
A: Citing archival materials requires identifying the collection, the
specific item within the collection, the archive, and its location (e.g.,
box, folder, page/folio number).

Q: Is the author-date system ever used for history
dissertations with Chicago style?
A: While Chicago style technically allows for the author-date system, it is
very rarely used for history dissertations, as the notes and bibliography
system is far more conventional and practical for historical scholarship.



Q: What is the difference between footnotes and
endnotes in Chicago style for history dissertations?
A: Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made,
while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document or chapter. Both serve
the same citation purpose.
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