
chicago style for historical journal articles
formatting

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is the gold standard for academic writing in many disciplines, and its
application to historical journal articles requires particular attention to detail. Adhering to Chicago style
ensures clarity, consistency, and credibility in your scholarly work, making it easier for readers and editors to
engage with your research. This comprehensive guide will delve into the essential elements of Chicago style
formatting for historical journal articles, covering everything from citation methods to manuscript
preparation. We will explore the nuances of notes and bibliography, in-text citations, and the specific
requirements for presenting historical data. Mastering these formatting conventions is crucial for any
historian seeking publication in a peer-reviewed journal.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style, often abbreviated as CMOS or CMS, is a style guide developed and maintained by
the University of Chicago Press. It is widely adopted across various academic fields, particularly in the
humanities, including history. Its comprehensive nature addresses not only citation and referencing but also
aspects of grammar, punctuation, and manuscript preparation. For historical journal articles, adhering to
CMOS is paramount for demonstrating scholarly rigor and ensuring that your work meets the standards
expected by editors and reviewers.

The primary purpose of any style guide is to promote consistency and clarity within scholarly communication.
In historical research, where meticulous sourcing and precise attribution are fundamental, Chicago style
provides a robust framework for achieving these goals. Its detailed instructions help authors present their
findings and the evidence supporting them in a standardized and easily understandable manner, facilitating the
dissemination of historical knowledge.

Citation Systems in Chicago Style

Chicago style offers two distinct citation systems, each with its own advantages and applications.
Historians frequently opt for the Notes and Bibliography system, but the Author-Date system is also
employed in some journals. Understanding the differences and knowing when to use each is essential for proper
formatting.



Notes and Bibliography System

The Notes and Bibliography system is the most common choice for historical journal articles. This system uses
numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources directly within the text, followed by a comprehensive
bibliography at the end of the article. Each note typically contains full publication details for the first
mention of a source, with subsequent mentions shortened to author, title, and page number.

This system allows for extensive explanatory notes to be included without disrupting the flow of the main
text. Historians often find this particularly useful for providing supplementary information, engaging with
historiographical debates, or clarifying complex points without diverting the reader's attention from the
central argument. The bibliography then serves as a complete list of all sources consulted and cited.

Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, while less common in historical journals compared to other disciplines like political
science or sociology, is an alternative recognized by CMOS. In this system, brief parenthetical citations are
placed within the text, referencing the author's last name and the publication year. A full reference list,
organized alphabetically by author, appears at the end of the article.

This system is favored for its conciseness and directness, allowing readers to quickly identify the source of
information without needing to consult extensive footnotes. However, it offers less space for explanatory
commentary within the text itself, which can be a consideration for historians who frequently engage in
detailed contextualization or historiographical discussion.

Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes

The effective use of footnotes or endnotes is central to the Notes and Bibliography system in Chicago style.
Each note is indicated by a superscript Arabic numeral placed after the relevant passage in the text. These
numerals should be sequential and begin with 1.

The content of the notes themselves requires strict adherence to CMOS guidelines. The first time a source is
cited, the note should include all necessary publication information to uniquely identify the work. This
typically includes the author's full name, the title of the work in italics, publication details (city, publisher,
year), and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

Subsequent citations of the same source are abbreviated. Instead of repeating the full bibliographic
information, a shortened form is used, usually consisting of the author's last name, a shortened title (if
necessary to distinguish from other works by the same author), and the relevant page number. The use of "ibid."
(a Latin abbreviation for ibidem, meaning "in the same place") is permitted for successive citations of the
immediately preceding source, but its overuse can lead to confusion, and many scholars now prefer the
shortened form even in such cases.

Formatting the Bibliography

The bibliography, appearing at the end of the article when using the Notes and Bibliography system, provides a
complete alphabetical listing of all sources cited in the text. Its purpose is to allow readers to easily locate
and consult the original materials. The organization and formatting of the bibliography are crucial for clarity
and scholarly presentation.



Entries in the bibliography are arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. For works by the same
author, entries are listed chronologically by publication date, from earliest to latest. Each entry must be
formatted consistently according to CMOS guidelines, ensuring all necessary bibliographic data is present.

Key elements of a bibliography entry include:

Author’s full name (last name first)

Title of the work (italicized for books and journals, or in quotation marks for articles within larger
works)

Publication details (city, publisher, year for books; journal title, volume, issue, year, and page range for
articles)

Page numbers for specific references (if applicable)

The second and subsequent lines of each bibliography entry are typically indented (a "hanging indent") to set
off the author's name, improving readability. This visual cue helps readers quickly scan the list and identify
individual sources.

In-Text Citations

When employing the Author-Date system, in-text citations provide immediate reference to the source of
information within the narrative of the article. These citations are brief and typically enclosed in parentheses.

A standard in-text citation includes the author's last name and the year of publication, separated by a comma,
such as (Smith 2020). If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year needs to be enclosed in
parentheses: Smith (2020) argues that...

Page numbers can also be included for direct quotations or specific paraphrases, placed after the year,
separated by a colon and a space: (Smith 2020:15). This allows readers to pinpoint the exact location of the
information within the cited source. When citing multiple works in a single parenthetical reference, they are
listed alphabetically by author, separated by semicolons: (Jones 2018; Miller 2019; Smith 2020).

Formatting Specific Elements

Beyond general citation practices, Chicago style dictates precise formatting for various elements commonly
found in historical journal articles, such as titles, names, and quotations. Adhering to these specifics
contributes to a polished and professional manuscript.

Titles of Works

Titles of books, journals, magazines, newspapers, and other standalone publications are italicized in Chicago
style. For example, a book title would appear as The Origins of Modern Europe. Titles of articles, chapters,
essays, and other works that are part of a larger whole are enclosed in quotation marks. For instance, an
article title would be presented as "The Impact of the Printing Press on Renaissance Scholarship." This
distinction is crucial for accurate bibliographic and note entries.



Names and Dates

When referencing historical figures, their full names are typically used on first mention. Subsequent mentions
can use their last name. Dates and years are formatted straightforwardly. Centuries are generally spelled
out, such as "the nineteenth century," though exceptions exist for brevity when context is clear. Specific dates
are formatted as Month Day, Year (e.g., July 4, 1776).

Quotations

Short quotations (fewer than five lines of prose or three lines of verse) are incorporated directly into the
text and enclosed in double quotation marks. Longer quotations, known as block quotations, are set apart
from the main text, indented, and typically presented without quotation marks. The indentation for block
quotations is usually five spaces from the left margin. The citation for a block quotation follows the final
punctuation mark of the quote.

Manuscript Preparation for Historical Journals

Submitting a manuscript for publication in a historical journal requires careful attention to the journal's
specific submission guidelines, which almost always mandate adherence to a particular style guide, most
frequently Chicago style. Proper manuscript preparation ensures that your work is evaluated on its
scholarly merit rather than its presentation.

Journals typically provide detailed instructions regarding manuscript submission, including preferred file
formats, margins, font types and sizes, and the placement of elements like title pages, abstracts, and author
information. Familiarizing yourself with these guidelines before you begin writing can save considerable time and
effort during the revision process.

Abstracts and Keywords

Many historical journals require an abstract, a concise summary of the article's main argument, methodology,
and findings, typically between 150 and 250 words. Following the abstract, journals often request a list of
keywords that accurately represent the article's subject matter. These keywords aid in indexing and
discoverability of your work within academic databases.

Ensuring that your abstract is compelling and accurately reflects the content of your article is crucial for
attracting readers. Similarly, carefully selected keywords can significantly enhance the visibility of your
research to scholars searching for relevant material.

Tables and Figures

When incorporating tables and figures into a historical journal article, specific formatting conventions apply
under Chicago style to ensure clarity and consistency. Both tables and figures should be clearly labeled,
numbered sequentially, and referred to within the text of the article.

Tables are generally presented with clear headings and column labels. Data within tables should be aligned for
readability. Figures, which can include charts, graphs, maps, and images, must be of sufficient resolution for



publication. Each figure should have a caption that explains its content and provides necessary attribution or
source information.

It is important to consider the placement of tables and figures. While some journals prefer them embedded within
the text near where they are first discussed, others may request them to be placed at the end of the manuscript,
separate from the main body. Always consult the specific journal's submission guidelines for their preferred
method.

Avoiding Common Chicago Style Errors

Even experienced scholars can make mistakes when applying Chicago style. Awareness of common pitfalls can
help prevent these errors and ensure a polished manuscript. One frequent issue is inconsistent application of the
Notes and Bibliography system, such as mixing footnote and endnote styles or failing to shorten subsequent
citations correctly.

Another common error relates to the formatting of titles and quotations. Forgetting to italicize book titles
or misapplying quotation marks for article titles can detract from the professionalism of the work. Similarly,
errors in the bibliography, such as incorrect alphabetical order, missing information, or inconsistent hanging
indents, can undermine the credibility of the research.

Furthermore, authors may overlook the need to verify that every source cited in the notes or in-text also
appears in the bibliography, and vice versa. This ensures a complete and accurate representation of the
scholarship engaged.

The Role of Style Guides in Historical Scholarship

Style guides like the Chicago Manual of Style are not merely arbitrary rules; they serve a vital function in the
ecosystem of historical scholarship. By providing a standardized framework for presenting research, they
facilitate communication, enable critical evaluation, and uphold the integrity of historical inquiry. When
authors adhere to these conventions, they contribute to a more efficient and transparent scholarly dialogue.

The meticulous application of Chicago style demonstrates a commitment to precision and thoroughness,
qualities highly valued in historical research. It allows readers to focus on the substance of the argument
and the evidence presented, rather than being distracted by inconsistent formatting or ambiguous citations.
Ultimately, mastering Chicago style is an indispensable skill for any historian aspiring to contribute
meaningfully to their field through journal publication.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes and Bibliography system
and the Author-Date system in Chicago style for historical journal
articles?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and at the end of the article. The Notes
and Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and concludes with a
comprehensive bibliography. The Author-Date system uses brief parenthetical in-text citations (author, year)
and concludes with a reference list.



Q: When using the Notes and Bibliography system, how should subsequent
citations of the same source be formatted in footnotes or endnotes?
A: Subsequent citations of the same source should be shortened. Typically, this includes the author's last
name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish from other works by the same author), and
the page number(s). The use of "ibid." is permissible only for a citation immediately following the one it refers to,
but many prefer the shortened form for clarity.

Q: Are there specific rules for italicizing titles in Chicago style for
historical journal articles?
A: Yes, book titles, journal titles, magazine titles, newspaper titles, and other standalone publications should
be italicized. Titles of articles, chapters, essays, and other works that are part of a larger whole are
enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: How should block quotations (long quotations) be formatted in a
Chicago style historical journal article?
A: Block quotations, generally those exceeding four lines of prose or three lines of verse, should be set off
from the main text by indenting the entire quotation. Typically, this is done with a five-space indentation from
the left margin. Block quotations do not use quotation marks.

Q: What is the standard structure for a bibliography entry for a book in
Chicago style?
A: A standard bibliography entry for a book includes the author's full name (last name first), the full title of
the book italicized, the city of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For example: Smith, John.
The History of European Empires. New York: Oxford University Press, 2021.

Q: Should I include page numbers in my bibliography entries?
A: Page numbers are generally not included in the bibliography entry for a book unless you are citing a specific
edition or a collected volume where page numbers are crucial for identification. However, page numbers are
essential in footnotes/endnotes and for specific references within the text when using the Author-Date system.

Q: What is the purpose of a hanging indent in a Chicago style bibliography?
A: A hanging indent is used in bibliographies to improve readability. The first line of each entry begins at the left
margin, and all subsequent lines of that entry are indented. This visually separates each entry and makes it
easier for readers to scan the list and locate specific authors or titles.

Q: Are there any exceptions to the general rules for Chicago style
formatting in historical journal articles?
A: While Chicago style provides comprehensive guidelines, individual journals may have specific house rules or
preferences that deviate from the general manual. It is crucial to consult the author submission guidelines of
the target journal for any specific modifications or requirements before submitting your manuscript.



Q: How do I cite a source that has no author listed in Chicago style?
A: If a source has no author, the citation begins with the title of the work. In a bibliography, the entry is
alphabetized by the first significant word of the title. In footnotes/endnotes, the full title is used, followed
by publication details and page number.

Q: What is the recommended font and font size for a manuscript submitted in
Chicago style?
A: While Chicago style itself doesn't strictly mandate a font, most academic journals recommend using a
standard, readable font such as Times New Roman or Arial, typically in 12-point size. Always check the
specific journal's submission guidelines for their preferred formatting.
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