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Understanding Chicago Style for Film Thesis Chicago Style: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style for film thesis chicago style provides a crucial framework for academic
writers, particularly those delving into the complex world of film studies. This authoritative
citation style, often referred to as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMQS), offers detailed
guidelines for formatting, citing sources, and presenting academic work, ensuring clarity,
consistency, and credibility. For a film thesis, adhering to Chicago style is paramount for
effectively discussing cinematic works, scholarly articles, books on film theory, and various
other resources. This guide will navigate the intricacies of Chicago style as it applies to film
thesis writing, covering everything from general formatting to specific citation examples for
film-related materials. We will explore how to structure your thesis, meticulously cite your
evidence, and present your research with the professionalism and rigor expected in
academic discourse.
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Introduction to Chicago Style in Film Thesis
Chicago Style

Understanding Chicago style for film thesis Chicago style is not merely about following
rules; it's about establishing a scholarly foundation for your research. This style manual,
widely adopted in the humanities, provides a robust system for academic integrity,
enabling readers to trace your arguments back to their original sources with ease. For film
scholars, this means accurately crediting the directors, critics, theorists, and historians
whose work informs your analysis. The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation
systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. While both are valid,
the notes-bibliography system, which relies on footnotes or endnotes, is generally preferred
in film studies due to the frequent need for detailed annotations and the rich textual and
visual nature of film scholarship. Mastering these nuances ensures your film thesis is both a
compelling argument and a meticulously documented scholarly contribution.

General Formatting Guidelines for a Film Thesis



Chicago Style

When embarking on your film thesis using Chicago style, certain general formatting
conventions are essential for a polished and professional presentation. These guidelines
ensure consistency throughout your work, making it easier for your committee and future
readers to engage with your arguments. Adhering to these standards demonstrates
attention to detail and respect for academic protocol.

Page Numbering and Layout

Page numbering in Chicago style typically begins with the preliminary pages (title page,
table of contents, abstract) numbered with lowercase Roman numerals, and the main body
of the text starting with Arabic numerals. The title page itself is not numbered but counts as
page i. Margins should generally be set at one inch on all sides, with double-spacing for the
main text, including block quotations. This consistent spacing enhances readability and
provides ample room for notes.

Font and Typography

Chicago style generally recommends a standard, readable font such as Times New Roman,
Garamond, or Arial, usually in 12-point size. Avoid decorative or overly stylized fonts.
Headings and subheadings should be clearly delineated, often in bold or with slightly larger
font sizes, but always maintaining a hierarchical order. Consistency in font usage across the
entire document is paramount.

Title Page and Preliminaries

Your film thesis title page should include the full title of your thesis, your name, the name of
your degree, the department, the university, and the date of submission. Following this, the
table of contents, list of figures (if applicable), and abstract (a concise summary of your
thesis) are standard preliminary pages. Each of these should be formatted according to
Chicago’s specifications, with clear headings and consistent spacing.

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Heart of Chicago
Style Citation

The notes-bibliography system of Chicago style utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources within the text. This method is particularly beneficial for film theses, as it allows for
extensive discussion and supplementary information without disrupting the flow of the main
argument. The choice between footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the page) and
endnotes (appearing at the end of the chapter or the document) is often dictated by



departmental guidelines.

First Reference Citations

The first time a source is cited, the footnote or endnote will contain full bibliographic
information, similar to what would appear in a bibliography entry, but formatted for notes.
This includes author's name, title of the work, publication details, and specific page
numbers. For film sources, this might include director, film title, studio, year, and specific
reel or timestamp.

Subsequent Reference Citations

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source can be significantly
shortened. Typically, this includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and
the page number. If only one work by an author is cited, the author's last name and page
number may suffice. Consistency in shortening is key; once you establish a shortened
format, stick with it.

Incorporating Annotations and Commentary

One of the strengths of the notes system is its capacity for incorporating brief annotations
or supplementary commentary alongside citations. For a film thesis, this could involve
explaining the significance of a particular scene, offering a brief biographical detail about a
filmmaker, or providing a tangential but relevant theoretical point without breaking the
narrative of your main text.

Citing Film and Video Sources in Chicago Style

Citing films, documentaries, and other video materials presents unique challenges within
any citation style, and Chicago style offers specific guidance to address these. Properly
citing these media is crucial for acknowledging the original creators and allowing your
readers to access the exact versions of the films you are analyzing.

Basic Film Citation Format (Notes)

A typical footnote or endnote for a feature film in Chicago style, using the notes-
bibliography system, would include the film's title (italicized), director, producer, distributor,
year of release, and the specific medium or format (e.g., DVD, Blu-ray, streaming service).
If citing a specific scene or sequence, include the relevant timestamp.

Example:



1. Citizen Kane, directed by Orson Welles, produced by George Schaefer, RKO Radio
Pictures, 1941, DVD.

2. Parasite, directed by Bong Joon-ho, CJ Entertainment, 2019, 00:32:15-00:34:00.

Citing Documentaries and Television Programs

Documentaries and television series are cited similarly to feature films, but with additional
details. For documentaries, it's important to note the director and, if applicable, the
narrator or key subjects. For television series, cite the series title, episode title, network,
and original air date.

Citing Archival Film and Video

When citing archival footage, it's essential to provide details about the archive where the
material is housed, including the collection name, item number or title, and any relevant
accession information. This ensures that other researchers can locate the specific archival
material you referenced.

Citing Secondary Sources in Chicago Style for
Film Analysis

The majority of your film thesis will likely engage with existing scholarship—books, articles,
essays, and reviews—that analyze films, film theory, or film history. Properly citing these
secondary sources is fundamental to building your argument upon the work of others and
avoiding plagiarism.

Books and Book Chapters

When citing a book, provide the author's name, the full title of the book (italicized),
publication information (city, publisher, year), and specific page numbers. For a chapter in
an edited volume, include the chapter author, chapter title, editors' names, book title,
publication information, and page numbers for the chapter.

Example:

e Bazin, André. What Is Cinema?, translated by Hugh Gray, vol. 1, University of
California Press, 1967, pp. 25-31.

e Elsaesser, Thomas. "The Rise of the Auter in Cinema." Theories of Authorship: A
Reader, edited by John Caughie, Routledge, 1981, pp. 75-87.



Journal Articles

Citing journal articles requires the author's name, the article title, the journal title
(italicized), the volume and issue number, and the year of publication, along with the page
numbers for the article. If the article is accessed online, include the journal name and any
relevant DOI or URL.

Websites and Online Articles

Citing online sources can be complex. For articles found on websites, include the author (if
available), article title, website name, publication date (if available), and the URL. It is also
good practice to include an access date, as online content can change.

Incorporating Visual Evidence and Film Stills
Chicago Style

Film theses often rely on visual evidence, including film stills, frame enlargements, or even
short clips. Chicago style provides guidelines for presenting and citing these visual
elements, ensuring they are properly attributed and integrated into your argument.

Captions for Visuals

Each image or visual element should be accompanied by a caption. The caption typically
includes a figure number (e.q., Figure 1), a descriptive title, and the source of the image.
This source information can be a brief note if the image is from a film discussed
extensively, or a full citation if it's from a less frequently cited source.

Example:
Figure 1. Opening shot of The Searchers, directed by John Ford, Warner Bros., 1956.

Citing the Source of Film Stills

If you are using film stills, you need to cite the original film from which they are taken. The
caption can serve as the primary location for this citation, or you might include a footnote

or endnote for more detailed information, especially if the still is sourced from an archival

collection or a specific critical edition.



Permissions and Copyright

While Chicago style focuses on citation and formatting, it's crucial to be aware of copyright
and fair use when incorporating visual materials. Ensure you have the necessary
permissions or that your use falls under academic fair use guidelines. Always check with
your department or institution for specific policies regarding visual content in theses.

The Role of the Bibliography or Works Cited Page
Chicago Style

The bibliography, or Works Cited page, is a foundational element of Chicago style, providing
a comprehensive list of all sources consulted and cited in your film thesis. This section
allows readers to easily locate the full bibliographic details of every work you referenced,
reinforcing the credibility and rigor of your research.

Formatting the Bibliography

The bibliography is typically organized alphabetically by the author's last name. Each entry
should follow the specific formatting rules for the type of source (book, article, film, etc.) as
outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style. Unlike footnotes, the author's first name is usually
given first in the bibliography entry.

Distinguishing Between Bibliography and Works Cited

In Chicago style, the term "Bibliography" often implies a broader list of all sources
consulted, whether or not they were directly cited in the text. "Works Cited" specifically lists
only those sources that were actually cited in the footnotes or endnotes. Your department
will likely specify which term to use and whether to include all consulted sources or only
those cited.

Ensuring Completeness and Accuracy

It is imperative that every source cited in your footnotes or endnotes appears in the
bibliography, and vice versa. Double-check every entry for accuracy in author names, titles,
publication details, and page numbers. A meticulously prepared bibliography is a testament
to your thoroughness as a researcher.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary advantage of using the notes-
bibliography system in Chicago style for a film thesis?

A: The primary advantage of the notes-bibliography system in Chicago style for a film thesis
is its flexibility in allowing for detailed annotations and supplementary commentary
alongside citations, without disrupting the main flow of the textual analysis. This is
particularly useful when discussing intricate cinematic details or referencing multiple
critical perspectives on a single film.

Q: How should I cite a film clip viewed online for my film
thesis using Chicago style?

A: When citing a film clip viewed online for your film thesis using Chicago style, you should
treat it as a film source. Include the title of the film (italicized), director, producer,
distributor, year of release, and the URL of the specific platform or website where the clip
was accessed, along with the date you accessed it. If a specific timestamp is available for
the clip, include that as well.

Q: What is the difference between a primary source and
a secondary source when writing a film thesis in
Chicago style?

A: In the context of a film thesis, a primary source is the film itself, or original interviews
with filmmakers and actors, scripts, or production documents. Secondary sources are works
that analyze, interpret, or provide historical context for films, such as scholarly books,
journal articles, and critical reviews. Chicago style requires distinct citation methods for
each.

Q: Can | use the author-date system for my film thesis if
my department allows it?

A: Yes, if your department or institution permits, you can use the author-date system of
Chicago style for your film thesis. This system uses parenthetical citations within the text
(Author Year, Page) and a corresponding reference list at the end. However, the notes-
bibliography system is more commonly favored in film studies for its rich annotation
capabilities.

Q: How do | cite a film review in Chicago style for my
film thesis?

A: To cite a film review in Chicago style for your film thesis, you would typically cite the
reviewer's name, the title of the review (in quotation marks), the name of the publication
(italicized), the date of publication, and the page number. If the review is accessed online,
include the publication name, date, and URL with an access date.



Q: What are the key elements to include when citing a
book on film theory in my Chicago style film thesis?

A: When citing a book on film theory in your Chicago style film thesis, you need to include
the author's full name, the full title of the book (italicized), the city of publication, the
publisher's name, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s) you are
referencing. For footnotes/endnotes, this information appears in the order noted; for the
bibliography, the author's last name comes first.
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