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Mastering Chicago Style for Environmental Planning Citations

chicago style for environmental planning citation is a crucial skill for academics, researchers, and
practitioners working in environmental fields. Proper citation ensures academic integrity, allows readers
to verify sources, and contributes to the overall credibility of environmental planning research.
Navigating the complexities of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for citing diverse sources, from
peer-reviewed journals and government reports to fieldwork data and online resources, can be
challenging. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process, offering detailed explanations and
practical examples for citing various materials relevant to environmental planning. We will explore the
fundamental principles of CMOS, delve into specific citation formats for different source types, and
provide insights into common pitfalls to avoid, empowering you to confidently present your

environmental planning work with accurate and consistent citations.
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Understanding Chicago Style in Environmental Planning

Environmental planning, by its interdisciplinary nature, draws upon a vast array of information sources.
From scientific studies on ecological systems and policy analyses of land-use regulations to
sociological surveys of community engagement and engineering reports on infrastructure projects, the
sources are as varied as the environmental challenges themselves. Consequently, mastering the
appropriate citation style is paramount for anyone contributing to this field. The Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and adopted citation system, particularly in the humanities and
social sciences, which frequently intersect with environmental planning. Adhering to CMOS ensures

that your research is not only accurate but also readily accessible and verifiable by your peers.

The application of Chicago style to environmental planning necessitates a keen understanding of how
to treat unique sources common to the discipline. This includes official reports from governmental
bodies like the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), technical specifications for sustainable development projects, and data sets
derived from environmental monitoring. Each of these requires careful attention to detail within the
framework of Chicago's guidelines to accurately represent the origin and nature of the information

presented. This article aims to provide clarity on these specific nuances.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for citation: the Notes-Bibliography system
and the Author-Date system. Both systems aim for clarity and consistency, but they differ in their
presentation. The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the
text, accompanied by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. The Author-Date system,
on the other hand, places parenthetical citations (Author, Year) directly within the text, followed by a
reference list. For environmental planning, the choice often depends on the specific journal, publisher,

or academic institution's requirements. However, understanding the underlying principles of both is



crucial.

Regardless of the chosen system, the core principles remain the same: to give credit where credit is
due, to enable readers to locate the original source, and to present information in a standardized,
easily understandable format. Key elements that are consistently required include the author(s) or
editor(s), the title of the work, publication information (publisher, year, place), and for articles and
reports, specific identifiers such as journal volume, issue numbers, or report series. Accuracy in these

details is non-negotiable for maintaining academic integrity.

The Notes-Bibliography System in Practice

In the Notes-Bibliography system, each piece of information or idea taken from an external source is
typically marked with a superscript number in the text. This number corresponds to a note (either a
footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote at the end of the chapter or document). The first time
a source is cited, the note will contain full bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same
source can be shortened. The bibliography then lists all cited sources alphabetically by the author's

last name, providing a complete overview of the research materials consulted.

For environmental planning research, this system can be particularly useful when dealing with multiple
citations within a single paragraph or when synthesizing information from various sources. The detailed
notes allow for specific references to particular sections or pages, which is often necessary when
discussing complex environmental regulations or technical specifications. The final bibliography
provides a comprehensive resource for anyone wishing to delve deeper into the literature supporting

the environmental planning analysis.

The Author-Date System for Environmental Planning

The Author-Date system, prevalent in many scientific and social science disciplines, offers a more



streamlined approach for in-text citations. A brief parenthetical note, such as (Smith 2022), is placed
directly after the borrowed material. This immediately links the information to its source. The reference
list at the end of the document then provides the full bibliographic details for each in-text citation,
alphabetized by author. This method is often favored for its conciseness, allowing readers to quickly
identify the origin of information without interrupting the flow of the text as extensively as the notes

system might.

In environmental planning, where rapid dissemination of findings and policy recommendations is often
key, the Author-Date system can be highly effective. It allows for a clear, direct connection between
claims made in the text and the evidence supporting them, which is vital for persuasive arguments in
policy briefs, reports, and academic articles. For instance, citing a crucial climate change projection

would immediately be linked to the authoritative report through this system.

Citing Books in Environmental Planning

Books are fundamental resources in environmental planning, covering theoretical frameworks, case
studies, policy analyses, and scientific overviews. When citing a book using the Chicago Manual of
Style, you will need to include the author's name, the full title of the book (italicized), the place of
publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the note
would typically look like this: 1. Author Last Name, Author First Name, Book Title (Place of Publication:

Publisher, Year), page number.

For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation would be (Author Last Name Year, page number), and
the reference list entry would be: Author Last Name, Author First Name. Year. Book Title. Place of

Publication: Publisher.



Edited Volumes and Chapters

Environmental planning research often draws from edited volumes that compile diverse perspectives
on specific issues, such as urban sustainability or conservation strategies. When citing a chapter from
an edited book, you need to identify both the chapter author and the book editor(s). In the Notes-
Bibliography system, a note might appear as: 2. Chapter Author Last Name, Chapter Author First
Name, "Chapter Title," in Book Title, ed. Editor Last Name, Editor First Name (Place of Publication:

Publisher, Year), page numbers.

The corresponding reference list entry in the Author-Date system would be: Chapter Author Last
Name, Chapter Author First Name. Year. "Chapter Title." In Book Title, edited by Editor First Name

Last Name, page numbers. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Citing Journal Articles for Environmental Research

Peer-reviewed journal articles are a cornerstone of scientific and academic research in environmental
planning. They provide the latest findings, methodological advancements, and critical analyses. The
citation format for journal articles is detailed to ensure readers can easily locate the specific study. For
the Notes-Bibliography system, a note would typically include the author(s), article title (in quotation
marks), journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, publication year, and the page number(s)

of the article.

Example note: 3. Author Last Name, Author First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue
(Year): page numbers. For example, a citation for an article on urban heat islands might be: 3. Lee,
Jian. "Analyzing the Impact of Urban Green Spaces on Microclimate Regulation." Environmental

Science & Technology 55, no. 10 (2021): 6789-6799.

In the Author-Date system, the in-text citation would be (Author Last Name Year, page number), and



the reference list entry would be: Author Last Name, Author First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal
Title Volume (Issue): page numbers. For the example above, the reference list entry would be: Lee,
Jian. 2021. "Analyzing the Impact of Urban Green Spaces on Microclimate Regulation." Environmental

Science & Technology 55 (10): 6789-6799.

Referencing Government and Agency Reports

Government and agency reports are indispensable for environmental planning, offering data, policy
directives, environmental impact assessments, and regulatory frameworks. Citing these sources
accurately is vital, as they often carry significant authority. When referencing a report from an agency,
you need to clearly identify the issuing body, the report title, the report number (if applicable), and the
publication date. For the Notes-Bibliography system, a note would look something like this: 4. Issuing
Agency Name, Report Title (Report Number, if applicable; Place of Publication: Publisher or Agency,

Year), page number.

Example: 4. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Air Quality: 2020 Status Report
(EPA-454/R-21-002; Research Triangle Park, NC: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Air

Quality Planning and Standards, 2021), 45. The author is often the agency itself, or a division within it.

For the Author-Date system, the reference list entry would be: Issuing Agency Name. Year. Report
Title. Report Number (if applicable). Place of Publication: Publisher or Agency. The in-text citation

would be (Issuing Agency Name Year, page number).

International and Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) Reports

Reports from international bodies like the United Nations or NGOs such as the World Wildlife Fund
(WWF) are also frequently used in environmental planning, providing global perspectives and

conservation insights. The citation format is similar to government reports, emphasizing the



organization as the author. You should include the organization's name, the report title, any relevant
publication series or number, the publication year, and the location of publication or the organization's

headquarters if no specific location is provided.

For the Notes-Bibliography system, a note could be: 5. World Wildlife Fund, Living Planet Report 2022:
Bending the Curve of Biodiversity Loss (Gland, Switzerland: WWF International, 2022), 150. The
Author-Date system reference list entry would be: World Wildlife Fund. 2022. Living Planet Report

2022: Bending the Curve of Biodiversity Loss. Gland, Switzerland: WWF International.

Citing Websites and Online Resources

The digital landscape is a rich source of information for environmental planning, including websites of
research institutions, government portals, and online news articles. Citing online resources requires
careful attention to the URL and the date of access, as online content can change or disappear. For
the Notes-Bibliography system, a note might include the author or organization, the title of the specific
page or article, the website name, the publication date (if available), and the URL with the date of

access.

Example note: 6. National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), "Climate Change: Vital
Signs of the Planet," accessed October 26, 2023, https://climate.nasa.gov/. If a specific author is listed
for a webpage, their name should be used instead of the organization. For the Author-Date system,
the reference list entry would be: Author or Organization. Year (if available). "Title of Page/Article."

Website Name. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Online Government Documents and Databases

Many critical environmental data sets, policy documents, and reports are now published exclusively

online. Citing these effectively ensures that your readers can access the same foundational



information. The principles for citing online government documents and databases align with general
online resource citation, but it's crucial to be as precise as possible with the specific document title,
agency responsible, and the URL. Including direct links to downloadable files or specific database

query results is often beneficial.

For the Notes-Bibliography system, you would include the agency, title, and access information: 7.
U.S. Geological Survey, "USGS Water Data for the Nation," accessed October 26, 2023,
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/. The Author-Date system reference list entry would be: U.S. Geological
Survey. Year (if available). "USGS Water Data for the Nation." Accessed Month Day, Year. URL. If a

specific report number or publication identifier exists, it should also be included.

Citing Data, Maps, and Multimedia

Environmental planning often involves the analysis of spatial data, visual materials like maps and
satellite imagery, and multimedia content such as documentaries or podcasts. Properly citing these
types of sources lends credibility and allows others to engage with the same evidence. For maps,
include the cartographer or issuing agency, the title of the map (italicized), the scale, the place of
publication, and the year. For the Notes-Bibliography system, a note might read: 8. Esri, World
Administrative Boundaries (Redlands, CA: Esri, 2021). Scale 1:50,000,000.

For datasets, it's important to identify the creator or source of the data, the title of the dataset, the
version or release date, and how to access it (e.g., a repository or download link). A note for a dataset
could be: 9. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), CMIP6 Model Output Data, accessed
October 26, 2023, https://www.earthsystemgrid.org/. For the Author-Date system, reference list entries

would follow similar patterns, including author/creator, title, publication/access details, and date.



Multimedia Sources: Videos, Podcasts, and Presentations

Multimedia sources are increasingly relevant in environmental planning, used for conveying complex
information visually or aurally, or for documenting community perspectives. For videos and podcasts,
include the speaker or creator, the title of the episode or segment (in quotation marks), the name of
the series or program (italicized), the producer or distributor, and the date of publication or broadcast.

If accessed online, include the URL and access date.

Example note: 10. David Attenborough, narrator, Planet Earth I, episode "Cities," BBC Earth, 2016,
accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043w6wk. The Author-Date system
reference list entry would be: Attenborough, David, narrator. 2016. "Cities." Planet Earth II. BBC Earth.

Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Common Challenges in Environmental Planning Citations

Several unique challenges arise when citing sources for environmental planning research. One
common issue is the attribution of responsibility for reports issued by governmental or
intergovernmental bodies. Often, the agency itself is considered the author, but identifying the specific
department or office responsible for the publication can add crucial detail. Furthermore, the sheer
volume and complexity of environmental data, including geographic information systems (GIS) data,

require meticulous cataloging to ensure accurate representation.

Another challenge is the transient nature of online resources, particularly those related to evolving
environmental legislation, real-time monitoring data, or news related to environmental events. Ensuring
that URLs are stable and providing clear access dates are critical. Additionally, differentiating between
official reports, policy briefs, and public opinion pieces, all of which may be found online, requires

careful scrutiny of their origin and purpose.



Ensuring Consistency and Accuracy

The bedrock of effective citation, regardless of the style, is consistency and accuracy. In environmental
planning, where precision is often tied to scientific data and policy implications, errors in citation can
lead to misinterpretation or, worse, accusations of plagiarism. Dedicate time to meticulously record all
bibliographic details as you gather your research materials. Employ citation management software if
you are dealing with a large number of sources; these tools can significantly reduce the risk of errors

and ensure adherence to your chosen style.

Regularly reviewing your citations against the guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style is essential.
Pay close attention to subtle differences in punctuation, capitalization, and the order of elements.
When in doubt, consult the official CMOS manual or a reliable style guide specific to your field. For
environmental planning, double-checking the full names of agencies, the exact titles of reports, and the
specific versions of datasets can save considerable trouble and enhance the overall credibility of your

work.

When to Use the Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date System

The decision between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems in environmental planning
often hinges on the publication venue. Academic journals and books in certain humanities and social
science disciplines tend to prefer the Notes-Bibliography system for its ability to embed extensive
commentary or supplementary information within notes. Conversely, journals in environmental science,
engineering, and some social science fields frequently mandate the Author-Date system for its clarity

and conciseness in presenting research findings and data sources.

For dissertations and theses, the primary advisor or department will usually dictate the preferred
system. It is vital to confirm the specific requirements before commencing the writing process.
Understanding the strengths of each system - the detailed referencing of notes versus the streamlined

in-text cues of author-date — can help you anticipate how your readers will engage with your citations.



Both systems, when applied correctly, serve the fundamental purpose of scholarly attribution.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style for

Environmental Planning Citation

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date systems in Chicago style for environmental planning

research?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text. The Notes-Bibliography
system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations, while the Author-Date system uses in-text
parenthetical citations (e.g., Smith 2023). Both systems are followed by a comprehensive bibliography

or reference list, respectively.

Q: How should | cite a report from a government agency like the EPA
using Chicago style?

A: For Chicago style, a government agency is typically treated as the author. You would list the
agency name, the report title (italicized), any report numbers, the place of publication, the publisher
(often the agency itself), and the year. For example: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Report on

Air Quality Standards (EPA-XYZ-123; Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 2022).

Q: Is there a specific way to cite online environmental data sets in
Chicago style?

A: Yes, when citing online datasets, you should include the creator or source of the data, the title of



the dataset (italicized or in quotation marks depending on format), the version or release date, and the
URL, along with the date of access. For example: Global Forest Watch. 2023. "Global Forest Cover

Change." Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.globalforestwatch.org/.

Q: What are the key elements to include when citing a journal article

on an environmental topic in Chicago style?

A: For a journal article, you need the author(s)' full names, the article title (in quotation marks), the
journal title (italicized), the volume and issue numbers, the year of publication, and the page numbers.
If using the Notes-Bibliography system, the note will also include specific page numbers being

referenced.

Q: How do I handle citing a report with no clearly defined author in
Chicago style?

A: If a report has no individual author, the organization or institution responsible for its publication is
usually listed as the author. If the organization name is very long or complex, an abbreviation might be
used in subsequent notes after being fully stated in the first note or reference list entry, but always

ensure clarity and consistency.

Q: What is the best practice for citing laws or legislation in

environmental planning when using Chicago style?

A: For laws, you should include the official title of the act, the public law number or statute citation,
and the year it was enacted. For example: Clean Water Act, Pub. L. No. 92-500, 86 Stat. 816 (1972).

In notes, you may also include specific sections.



Q: Can | use abbreviations for frequently cited environmental
organizations in Chicago style?

A: Generally, Chicago style discourages abbreviations in bibliographies and reference lists. However,
in the Notes-Bibliography system, after the full name of an organization is provided in the first note,
subsequent notes can use a shortened form if it is clear and unambiguous. It's best to check specific

journal or publisher guidelines.

Q: How do | cite a webinar or online presentation related to

environmental planning in Chicago style?

A: For webinars or online presentations, cite the presenter's name, the title of the presentation (in
quotation marks), the name of the webinar or event (italicized), the host or platform, the date of
presentation or access, and the URL. For example: Jane Doe, "Sustainable Urban Development
Strategies" (presentation, Environmental Planning Conference, Zoom, October 20, 2023),

https://fexample.com/presentation.
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