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Mastering Chicago Style for Environmental History Citation

chicago style for environmental history citation provides a robust framework
for academic researchers, ensuring clarity, consistency, and proper
attribution in a field that often grapples with complex, interdisciplinary
sources. Environmental history, by its very nature, draws from a wide array
of materials – from scientific journals and government reports to personal
diaries and oral histories. Navigating the nuances of citing these diverse
sources accurately is paramount for scholarly integrity and for allowing
readers to trace the lineage of research. This guide will delve into the core
principles of Chicago style as applied to environmental history, covering the
essential elements of both notes-bibliography and author-date systems, and
offering practical advice for common source types encountered in this vibrant
academic discipline. Understanding these citation guidelines empowers
historians to contribute to the ongoing conversation about humanity's
multifaceted relationship with the natural world.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

Chicago style, officially known as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), offers
two primary citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography system and the
Author-Date system. Both are widely accepted in academic circles, but their
application can vary depending on the discipline and publisher's preference.
For environmental history, the choice between these systems often depends on
the specific demands of a project or the conventions of a particular journal
or academic press. Understanding the fundamental differences is the first
step to mastering Chicago style for your environmental history research.

The Notes and Bibliography System

The Notes and Bibliography system is characterized by the use of superscript
numbers within the text that correspond to explanatory notes (footnotes or
endnotes). These notes provide detailed citation information, allowing the
main text to remain uncluttered. At the end of the work, a comprehensive
bibliography lists all sources cited, offering a complete overview of the
research consulted. This system is particularly favored in the humanities,
including many branches of history, for its ability to accommodate extensive
explanatory commentary alongside precise citation.



The Author-Date System

Conversely, the Author-Date system uses brief in-text citations that include
the author's last name and the publication year, often followed by a page
number. These in-text citations refer to a reference list at the end of the
document, which contains full bibliographic details for each source. This
system is more common in the social sciences and sciences, where it is often
preferred for its direct link between the text and the source and its
emphasis on the date of publication, which can be crucial in tracking the
development of ideas or scientific findings. While less traditional in
historical writing, it is gaining traction in interdisciplinary fields like
environmental history.

Notes and Bibliography System for Environmental
History

The Notes and Bibliography system is a cornerstone of traditional historical
scholarship and remains a popular choice for environmental history research.
Its strength lies in its flexibility, allowing for detailed engagement with
sources without disrupting the narrative flow of the main text. For
environmental historians, this can be especially useful when dealing with
archival materials or when needing to provide nuanced interpretations of
primary source evidence.

First and Subsequent Citations in Notes

When employing the Notes and Bibliography system, the first time a source is
cited, the note should contain full bibliographic information, much like an
entry in the bibliography. Subsequent citations of the same source can be
shortened, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title (if
necessary), and the page number. This system requires meticulous attention to
detail to ensure accuracy and consistency across all notes.

For example, a first note for a book might look like this:

1. Donald Worster, Dust Bowl: The Southern Plains in the 1930s (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1979), 18-19.

A subsequent note for the same book would be significantly abbreviated:

2. Worster, Dust Bowl, 45.

Crafting the Bibliography



The bibliography, a crucial component of the Notes and Bibliography system,
is an alphabetized list of all the sources that have been cited in the text.
Each entry should be formatted consistently according to Chicago style
guidelines, providing all necessary information for a reader to locate the
original source. For environmental history, the bibliography will likely
include a diverse range of materials, from scholarly books and journal
articles to government documents and even dissertations.

Adapting Notes for Diverse Environmental History
Sources

Environmental history often necessitates citing a wide array of materials
beyond traditional books and articles. This includes archival documents, oral
histories, unpublished manuscripts, and even digital resources. The Notes and
Bibliography system allows for specific formatting to accommodate these
unique sources, ensuring that each is properly attributed. For instance,
citing an archival collection will require details about the collection name,
box and folder numbers, and the repository where it is housed.

Author-Date System for Environmental History

The Author-Date system offers a streamlined approach to citation, emphasizing
the author and publication date directly within the text. This method is
particularly useful for environmental historians who are engaged in fields
that frequently update with new research or when a publisher prefers a more
concise citation format. Its efficiency can be a significant advantage in
managing extensive bibliographies.

In-Text Citations and Corresponding References

In the Author-Date system, in-text citations typically appear in parentheses,
such as (Worster 1979, 18–19). These brief citations immediately direct the
reader to the full bibliographic entry in the reference list. The reference
list at the end of the work is an alphabetized compilation of all sources
cited in the text, providing the complete publication details for each.

Structuring the Reference List

The reference list in the Author-Date system functions similarly to the
bibliography in the Notes system but is formatted to align with the author-
date principle. Entries are alphabetized by the author's last name, and the
publication year is placed immediately after the author's name, often in
parentheses. This structure makes it easy for readers to quickly identify the
relevant source based on the in-text citation.



Benefits for Interdisciplinary Environmental History

The Author-Date system can be particularly beneficial for environmental
history due to its interdisciplinary nature. When engaging with scientific
literature or works that emphasize the temporal progression of research, the
explicit inclusion of the publication date in the citation can be invaluable.
This system facilitates a clear connection between the current discussion and
the foundational or most recent scholarship in a given area of environmental
inquiry.

Citing Primary Sources in Environmental History

Primary sources are the bedrock of historical research, and environmental
history relies heavily on them to understand past human-environment
interactions. Properly citing these sources is critical for demonstrating the
evidence upon which arguments are built and for allowing other scholars to
verify findings. Chicago style provides clear guidelines for a wide variety
of primary materials.

Archival Materials and Manuscripts

Archival materials, such as letters, diaries, government reports, and
unpublished manuscripts, require specific citation formats. This typically
includes the name of the collection, the specific item (e.g., letter from X
to Y), the date of the item, and the name and location of the archive. For
example:

John Muir Papers, Letter to his sister, May 15, 1873, Sierra Club
Archives, San Francisco.

The exact format will depend on whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography
or Author-Date system, but the core information remains consistent.

Government Documents and Reports

Government documents, whether historical or contemporary, are crucial for
environmental history, offering insights into policy, resource management,
and scientific findings. Citations should include the issuing agency, the
title of the document, the date of publication, and any relevant report or
document numbers. For example:

United States, Department of the Interior, National Park Service, A
History of the National Parks, Report No. 1234 (Washington, D.C.: GPO,
1955).



Oral Histories and Interviews

Oral histories and interviews provide invaluable personal perspectives on
environmental change and experiences. Citations for these sources should
include the name of the interviewee, the interviewer (if relevant), the date
of the interview, and the location or archive where the recording or
transcript is held. A note might look like:

Interview with Maria Rodriguez, conducted by John Smith, July 10, 2020,
private collection of John Smith, Chicago, IL.

Citing Secondary Sources in Environmental
History

Secondary sources, such as scholarly books and journal articles, provide
critical analysis and context for environmental history research. Accurate
citation of these works is essential for acknowledging the scholarship that
informs your own work and for engaging in academic discourse.

Books and Book Chapters

Citing books in Chicago style, regardless of the system used, requires the
author's full name, the full title of the book, publication information
(city, publisher, year), and the specific page numbers referenced. For edited
volumes or chapters within edited books, you will also need to include the
editor's name and the title of the chapter.

For a book: Rachel Carson, Silent Spring (Boston: Houghton Mifflin,
1962).

For a chapter: William Cronon, "Kitchi-Gami and the Boundary of the
Wild," in Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of
New England (New York: Hill and Wang, 1983), 121-145.

Journal Articles and Scholarly Periodicals

Journal articles are a vital component of environmental history literature.
When citing an article, you will need the author's name, the article title,
the journal title, the volume and issue numbers, the year of publication, and
the page numbers. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note includes
all this information; subsequent notes are shortened. In the Author-Date
system, the in-text citation would be (Author Year, Pages).



Richard Grove, "The Origins of Environmentalism: A Review Essay,"
Studies in Environmental Politics 3, no. 1 (1995): 50-70.

Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses, while often unpublished, can contain significant
research. When citing these, you should include the author's name, the title
of the dissertation, the degree sought, the university, and the year of
completion. If it has been published or microfilmed, include that information
as well.

Sarah P. Johnson, "The Ecological Impact of Industrialization in the
Ohio River Valley," Ph.D. diss., Ohio State University, 2018.

Specific Source Types in Environmental History
Citation

Environmental history's multidisciplinary nature means researchers frequently
encounter source types that require specialized citation knowledge. Mastering
the nuances of citing these diverse materials ensures the scholarly rigor and
credibility of your work.

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Data and Maps

As GIS and digital mapping become more prevalent in environmental history,
learning to cite these sources is essential. Citations for maps should
include the map title, publisher, publication date, and scale. For GIS data,
you would cite the data producer, the dataset name, version number, and the
date of access or download, along with a URL if applicable. This ensures
transparency in how spatial data has been used.

Films, Documentaries, and Multimedia

Visual and auditory materials often offer unique perspectives on
environmental issues. When citing films or documentaries, include the title,
director, production company, and year of release. For interviews or specific
segments, provide those details as well. This allows readers to understand
the specific multimedia evidence being analyzed.



Websites and Online Resources

The internet is a vast repository of environmental information, from
scientific reports to historical archives. When citing websites, include the
author or organization responsible, the title of the specific page or
document, the website name, the publication date or last updated date, and
the URL. Crucially, include the date you accessed the information, as online
content can change or disappear.

Newspaper and Magazine Articles

Contemporary and historical newspapers and magazines are rich sources for
understanding public discourse and contemporary reactions to environmental
events. Citations should include the author (if known), the article title,
the newspaper or magazine name, the date of publication, and the page
number(s). For online articles, include the URL and access date.

Common Citation Challenges in Environmental
History

Environmental history presents unique challenges for citation due to the
sheer diversity of its source materials and the often-interdisciplinary
nature of the research. Recognizing these common hurdles can help researchers
navigate them effectively and maintain academic integrity.

Inconsistent Archival Descriptions

One significant challenge is the variability in how archival collections are
described across different institutions. Some archives have highly detailed
inventories, while others are more general. Researchers must adapt their
citation practices to the available information, providing as much
specificity as possible to allow others to locate the material.

Attribution of Data and Visual Representations

When using data visualizations, charts, graphs, or complex maps derived from
various sources, it is crucial to meticulously attribute each component. This
can involve citing the original data source, the software used for analysis
or creation, and any modifications made. Overlooking this can lead to
misattribution or accusations of plagiarism.

Interdisciplinary Source Integration

Environmental history often bridges the humanities and sciences. This means
researchers may need to cite technical scientific reports, peer-reviewed



articles in specialized journals, and then pivot to citing historical diaries
or government land surveys. Maintaining consistency in applying Chicago style
across such disparate source types requires careful attention and a solid
understanding of the manual.

Ephemeral and Digital Sources

The rapid evolution of digital media and the ephemeral nature of many online
resources pose ongoing citation challenges. Websites can be updated or
removed without notice, and digital data formats can become obsolete.
Researchers must develop robust strategies for archiving and citing these
materials, including noting access dates and version numbers whenever
possible.

Navigating Older or Unconventional Formats

Older environmental records may exist in formats that do not neatly fit
modern citation templates. This could include unique cartographic materials,
handwritten ledgers, or oral accounts captured on outdated media. Adapting
Chicago style to these formats requires careful interpretation and clear
explanation in the notes or bibliography.

Resources for Further Learning

To effectively master Chicago style for environmental history citation, it is
essential to consult reliable resources. The Chicago Manual of Style itself
is the ultimate authority, but several other tools can aid researchers.

The official website of The Chicago Manual of Style provides FAQs,
updates, and online resources.

University writing centers often offer style guides and workshops that
can clarify specific citation issues.

Academic librarians are invaluable resources for navigating citation
practices, especially for specialized archival or digital materials.

Online citation generators can be helpful starting points, but they
should always be cross-referenced with the official manual for accuracy.

Consistent application and careful attention to detail are key to producing
well-cited and credible work in environmental history.

FAQ about Chicago Style for Environmental History Citation

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-



Date systems in Chicago style for environmental history?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system uses superscript numbers in the text that
link to footnotes or endnotes for citations, accompanied by a full
bibliography at the end. The Author-Date system uses brief in-text citations
(Author Year, Page) linked to a reference list at the end. For environmental
history, the choice often depends on the publisher's preference or the
disciplinary conventions of the specific research area.

Q: How should I cite a letter from an archival collection in Chicago style
for my environmental history paper?
A: When citing a letter from an archival collection in Chicago style (Notes-
Bibliography system), you would typically include the name of the collection,
the specific item (e.g., "Letter from X to Y"), its date, and the repository
where it is housed. For example: John Muir Papers, Letter to his sister, May
15, 1873, Sierra Club Archives, San Francisco.

Q: I'm citing a government report on pollution from the 1950s. What
information do I need to include in my Chicago style citation?
A: For government reports in Chicago style, you should include the issuing
agency, the title of the report, the publication city and publisher (if
available), and the year of publication. If there's a specific report number
or series, that should also be included. For example: United States,
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, A History of the National
Parks, Report No. 1234 (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1955).

Q: Is it acceptable to use online citation generators for my environmental
history research using Chicago style?
A: Online citation generators can be a helpful starting point for generating
citations, but they should not be relied upon exclusively. It is crucial to
always consult the official Chicago Manual of Style for the most accurate and
up-to-date formatting guidelines, especially for unique or complex source
types common in environmental history.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style if the author and publication
date are not clearly indicated?
A: When citing a website in Chicago style where the author and publication
date are unclear, you should attribute the work to the organization or entity
that created the website. For the date, use "n.d." for "no date" if no
publication or last updated date is available. Always include the date you
accessed the website and the URL. Example: Environmental Protection Agency,
"History of Clean Air Act," n.d., accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.epa.gov/history/clean-air-act.

Q: What is the best way to cite an oral history interview in environmental
history using Chicago style?
A: To cite an oral history interview in Chicago style, include the name of
the interviewee, the interviewer (if known), the date of the interview, and
the location or archive where the recording or transcript is housed. If it's
a published or digitized oral history, cite it as you would any other
published work. Example: Interview with Maria Rodriguez, conducted by John
Smith, July 10, 2020, private collection of John Smith, Chicago, IL.

Q: How does Chicago style handle citations for scientific data or datasets
commonly used in environmental history?
A: Citing scientific datasets in Chicago style requires identifying the data
producer, the dataset name, any version numbers, the year of publication or
release, and the URL or repository where the data can be accessed. It is also
advisable to include the date of access, as datasets can be updated. The
specific format may vary slightly based on the data's origin and format.
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