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Understanding Chicago Style for Environmental
Ethics Citation

chicago style for environmental ethics citation is a crucial element for
scholars, researchers, and students engaging with the complex and evolving
field of environmental ethics. Adhering to a standardized citation method
ensures academic integrity, allows readers to trace sources, and lends
credibility to arguments. Environmental ethics, as a discipline, draws from
philosophy, law, policy, and natural sciences, making the accurate citation
of a diverse range of sources paramount. This article will delve into the
intricacies of Chicago style, exploring its two primary systems—notes and
bibliography, and the author-date system—and how they are applied to various
source types relevant to environmental ethics. We will cover foundational
principles, common source formats, and specific considerations for citing
digital and unconventional materials frequently encountered in this
interdisciplinary field.
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The Two Systems of Chicago Style: Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date

Chicago style, officially known as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), offers



two distinct citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-
date system. The choice between these often depends on the specific academic
discipline or the requirements of a publisher or instructor.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system, the more traditional of the two, uses numbered
footnotes or endnotes within the text to cite sources. Each note provides
complete bibliographic information for the first mention of a source, with
subsequent citations of the same source using a shortened format. At the end
of the work, a comprehensive bibliography lists all sources cited, usually
arranged alphabetically by author's last name. This system is prevalent in
the humanities and is often favored in fields like philosophy and history,
which frequently inform environmental ethics.

The Author-Date System

The author-date system, commonly used in the social sciences, places brief
parenthetical citations within the text, consisting of the author's last name
and the year of publication (e.g., (Smith 2020)). Page numbers are often
included for direct quotations. A reference list, rather than a bibliography,
appears at the end of the work, containing full bibliographic details for all
sources cited, again typically alphabetized by author's last name. This
system can be efficient for texts that rely heavily on numerous sources and
frequent citations.

Foundational Principles of Chicago Style
Citation for Environmental Ethics

Regardless of which system is chosen, several core principles underpin
Chicago style citation for any academic discipline, including environmental
ethics. Precision, clarity, and consistency are paramount. Every citation,
whether in a note or a parenthetical reference, must provide enough
information for the reader to locate the original source reliably. This
includes essential elements such as author(s), title, publication information
(publisher, year, place), and specific location within the source (page
numbers, URLs).

Key Citation Elements

Understanding the fundamental components of a citation is the first step
towards mastering Chicago style. These elements are adapted based on the
source type.

Author(s): The name(s) of the individual or organization responsible for
the work.



Title: The full title of the work being cited, with specific formatting
for books, articles, and other media.

Publication Information: Details about where and when the work was
published, including publisher, place of publication, and year. For
articles, this includes the journal title, volume, issue, and page
numbers.

Date of Access: Crucial for online resources that may change or
disappear over time.

Page Numbers: Essential for direct quotations or specific references
within a source.

DOI or URL: For online articles and web pages, a persistent identifier
or the web address is necessary for retrieval.

Consistency and Accuracy

The most critical aspect of any citation style is consistency. Once a system
(notes-bibliography or author-date) and a formatting preference (e.g., how to
handle multiple authors) are established, they must be applied uniformly
throughout the entire document. Inconsistent formatting can detract from the
professionalism of a paper and, more importantly, can confuse readers.
Furthermore, absolute accuracy in transcribing names, titles, and publication
details is vital to avoid misattribution or the inability to locate sources.

Citing Core Environmental Ethics Texts: Books
and Book Chapters

Books form the bedrock of many academic disciplines, and environmental ethics
is no exception. Key philosophical treatises, influential essays, and
comprehensive overviews are often found in book form. Correctly citing these
works is fundamental.

Citing a Whole Book

When citing an entire book in the notes-bibliography system, the first
footnote or endnote typically includes the author's full name, the book's
title (italicized), publication information (place of publication: publisher,
year), and the specific page number(s) being referenced. Subsequent notes for
the same source use a shortened format. In the author-date system, the in-
text citation would be (Author Last Name Year, page number).

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

1 Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac and Sketches Here and There (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1949), 204.



Leopold, A Sand County Almanac, 210.

Example (Author-Date):

(Leopold 1949, 204)

Citing a Chapter or Section in an Edited Book

Environmental ethics scholarship frequently features collections of essays by
various authors, edited by one or more scholars. Citing a specific chapter
requires acknowledging both the chapter author and the editor(s) of the
collection.

For the notes-bibliography system, the note would include the chapter
author's name, the chapter title (in quotation marks), followed by "in," the
book title (italicized), the editor(s) with their role (e.g., "ed."), and
then the publication information and page range of the chapter.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

1 Holmes Rolston III, "Beyond Anthropocentrism," in Philosophy and the
Environmental Crisis, ed. William T. Blackstone (Athens: University of
Georgia Press, 1974), 9–22.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation would function similarly,
with the reference list entry providing full details.

Referencing Scholarly Articles in Environmental
Ethics

Academic journals are crucial venues for the dissemination of cutting-edge
research and theoretical developments in environmental ethics. Proper
citation of journal articles is therefore essential for scholarly discourse.

Citing a Journal Article

In the notes-bibliography system, a footnote or endnote for a journal article
includes the author's full name, the article title (in quotation marks), the
journal title (italicized), the volume number, the issue number (if
applicable), the year of publication, and the page range of the article. The
specific page(s) referenced are also included.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):



1 Baird Callicott, "The Land Aesthetic," Environmental Ethics 14, no. 4
(1992): 3–17.

In the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Callicott 1992, 7).
The reference list would provide the full details.

Example (Author-Date):

(Callicott 1992, 7)

Including DOIs

Many contemporary journal articles are assigned a Digital Object Identifier
(DOI), a persistent link that helps readers locate the article online. When a
DOI is available, it should be included in the citation, usually at the end
of the entry, formatted as a URL (e.g.,
https://doi.org/10.1234/journal.abc.2023.123).

Navigating Environmental Law and Policy
Documents

Environmental ethics often engages with legal frameworks, policy debates, and
governmental documents. Citing these can be more complex due to their unique
structure and origin.

Citing Legislation and Court Cases

Citing statutes or laws requires identifying the official name of the act,
its codified location (if applicable), and the year it was enacted. For court
cases, the citation typically includes the case name, the volume and reporter
in which it is published, and the page number. Environmental law typically
has specific citation conventions, but for general reference within a notes-
bibliography system, one might include:

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

1 Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. § 7401 et seq. (1963).

Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. 137 (1803).

In the author-date system, these would be noted parenthetically, with a
detailed reference list entry.



Citing Government Reports and Agency Publications

Reports and publications from governmental agencies or intergovernmental
organizations are common in environmental ethics. The citation should clearly
indicate the authoring agency or body, the title of the report, and the
publication year.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

1 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Climate Change 2021: The
Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Sixth
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021).

Citing Online Resources and Digital Media

The digital landscape offers a wealth of information relevant to
environmental ethics, from websites and blogs to podcasts and videos. Citing
these requires attention to retrieval dates and stable URLs.

Websites and Web Pages

When citing a web page, include the author (if identifiable), the title of
the page (in quotation marks), the name of the overall website (italicized),
the publication date (if available), and crucially, the date of access and
the URL. The date of access is important because web content can be updated
or removed.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

1 "The Ethics of Renewable Energy," Environmental Defense Fund, accessed
July 20, 2023, https://www.edf.org/climate/ethics-renewable-energy.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Environmental
Defense Fund n.d.) if no specific author or date is available, and the
reference list would include all available details.

Podcasts and Videos

For audio or visual resources, such as podcasts or YouTube videos, cite the
creator or host, the title of the episode or video (in quotation marks), the
name of the podcast or channel (italicized), the release date, and the URL or
platform where it can be accessed.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):



1 "Episode 10: Deep Ecology and Intrinsic Value," by Dr. Anya Sharma,
Eco-Philosopher Podcast, released October 15, 2022,
https://www.ecophilosopherpodcast.com/episode10.

Addressing Uncommon and Specialized Sources

The field of environmental ethics can sometimes necessitate citing less
conventional materials, such as conference proceedings, dissertations, or
even primary source documents found in archives. Chicago style provides
guidelines for these as well.

Conference Proceedings and Dissertations

For conference proceedings, cite the author of the paper, the title of the
paper (in quotation marks), the title of the proceedings (italicized), the
editors (if any), the location and date of the conference, and the page
numbers. Dissertations are cited similarly, including the author,
dissertation title (in quotation marks), the degree pursued (e.g., PhD
dissertation), the university, and the year.

Archival Materials

Citing primary source materials found in archives requires careful
description. Include the collection name, the box and folder number, the item
title (if applicable), and the archive name and location.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

1 John Muir Papers, Box 2, Folder 5, "Letter to Robert Underwood
Johnson," Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.

Best Practices for Consistency and Accuracy

Mastering Chicago style for environmental ethics citation is an ongoing
process. The best approach involves understanding the underlying principles
and applying them diligently to every source.

Utilize Citation Management Software

Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can be invaluable. These programs
help users collect, organize, and format citations according to various



styles, including Chicago. While they require initial setup and careful input
of source information, they significantly reduce the risk of errors and save
considerable time.

Consult the Official Manual

The Chicago Manual of Style is the definitive resource. For complex or
unusual citation scenarios, consulting the latest edition of the manual is
always recommended. Many universities also provide online guides or style
sheets that can offer specific interpretations and examples tailored to
academic disciplines.

By diligently applying these principles and guidelines, scholars and students
can ensure their work in environmental ethics is not only well-argued but
also meticulously and accurately sourced, upholding the highest standards of
academic rigor.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style
for environmental ethics citation?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text
and at the end of the document. The notes-bibliography system uses numbered
footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and concludes with a
bibliography. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations
(Author Year) and concludes with a reference list. Both systems require full
bibliographic details in the concluding list.

Q: How do I cite an article from a scholarly journal
that is only available online and does not have a
print version?
A: For online-only journals, you will cite them similarly to print journals
but will ensure you include a stable URL or a DOI (Digital Object
Identifier). The date of access is also crucial because online content can be
dynamic. The format will generally include the author(s), article title,
journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication year, and the URL or
DOI, along with the date of access.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a chapter from an
edited book in Chicago style for environmental
ethics, where the chapter author is different from
the book editor?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, the citation for a chapter in an edited
book should include the chapter author's full name, the chapter title in



quotation marks, the word "in," the book title italicized, the editor's name
followed by "ed." or "eds.", the publication information (place: publisher,
year), and the page range of the chapter. The author-date system follows a
similar structure for its reference list entry.

Q: When referencing a government report related to
environmental policy, what are the key elements I
need to include in my Chicago style citation?
A: For government reports, you should identify the authoring agency or body,
the full title of the report (italicized if it's a standalone document, or in
quotation marks if it's part of a series), the report number (if applicable),
the publisher (often the agency itself), the publication year, and any
relevant URLs or DOIs if accessed online.

Q: How should I cite a podcast episode that discusses
a key environmental ethics concept?
A: To cite a podcast episode, include the episode title in quotation marks,
the name of the podcast italicized, the host or creator's name (if easily
identifiable), the release date, and the URL where the episode can be
accessed. For the notes-bibliography system, you would also include the
specific timestamp if you are referencing a particular segment.

Q: Is it necessary to include the DOI for every
online journal article cited in Chicago style for
environmental ethics?
A: Including the DOI is highly recommended and often required if available. A
DOI is a persistent identifier that helps readers locate the exact version of
the article, even if the URL changes. It enhances the discoverability and
verifiability of your sources.

Q: What is the best practice for citing a website
that has no clear author or publication date?
A: If an author is not apparent, use the name of the organization or website
responsible for the content. If there is no publication date, use "n.d." (no
date) in the citation. Always include the date you accessed the material and
the URL to ensure readers can find it.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors in Chicago style
citations for environmental ethics works?
A: For up to three authors, list all their names in the bibliography or
reference list. For four or more authors, list the first author's name
followed by "et al." in the notes-bibliography system. In the author-date
system, however, you would list all authors in the reference list if there
are up to ten; for more than ten authors, you would list the first author
followed by "et al." Always check the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of
Style for the most current guidelines on author attribution.
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