
chicago style for environmental
economics papers
chicago style for environmental economics papers demands a meticulous
approach to both content and citation, ensuring clarity, credibility, and
adherence to academic standards. Navigating the nuances of this widely
accepted style guide is crucial for researchers and students in environmental
economics to effectively communicate their findings. This comprehensive
article will delve into the essential elements of applying Chicago style to
environmental economics research, covering everything from manuscript
preparation and in-text citations to bibliography formatting and specific
considerations for economic data and environmental concepts. Understanding
these principles will not only enhance the professionalism of your work but
also contribute to its overall impact and acceptance within the academic
community.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely recognized and comprehensive
style guide that governs writing, formatting, and citation in academic and
professional contexts. For environmental economics papers, adhering to CMOS
provides a standardized framework that enhances the readability and
credibility of research. Its principles aim to ensure consistency across
disciplines, making complex economic and environmental research accessible to
a broader audience.

CMOS offers two primary citation systems: the notes and bibliography system
and the author-date system. The choice between these often depends on the
specific requirements of the journal, publisher, or academic institution.
Both systems aim to provide complete and accurate attribution of sources,
enabling readers to easily locate and verify the information presented.

Key to understanding CMOS is recognizing its emphasis on clarity,
conciseness, and precision. This is particularly important in environmental
economics, where technical jargon and complex methodologies are common. By
following CMOS guidelines for manuscript preparation, including structuring



the paper, using appropriate headings, and presenting data effectively,
researchers can significantly improve the overall quality of their
submissions.

Manuscript Preparation for Environmental
Economics Papers
The initial preparation of an environmental economics paper according to
Chicago style involves several key components that contribute to its
professional presentation. This includes the title page, abstract, main body,
and potentially appendices. The title page should clearly state the paper's
title, author's name, affiliation, and date. A concise and informative
abstract, typically between 150 and 250 words, is essential for summarizing
the research question, methodology, key findings, and implications for
environmental economic policy.

The main body of the paper should be organized logically, utilizing headings
and subheadings to guide the reader through the research. This typically
includes an introduction, literature review, methodology, results,
discussion, and conclusion. Headings should be clear, descriptive, and
formatted according to CMOS guidelines to maintain visual consistency.

Formatting elements such as margins, line spacing, and font choice are also
critical. Generally, papers should have one-inch margins on all sides,
double-spacing throughout (including block quotations and notes), and use a
readable font like Times New Roman or Arial in 12-point size. These details,
while seemingly minor, contribute significantly to the overall
professionalism and adherence to academic standards when using Chicago style
for environmental economics research.

In-Text Citation Systems in Chicago Style
Chicago style offers two distinct systems for in-text citations, each serving
a specific purpose and requiring careful implementation. Understanding the
differences and appropriate usage of both is paramount for accurately
referencing sources within environmental economics papers.

The choice between the notes and bibliography system and the author-date
system often hinges on the specific disciplinary norms or publisher
requirements. Environmental economics, with its strong ties to both social
sciences and empirical data, can benefit from the clarity provided by either
system when applied rigorously. Both systems aim to attribute borrowed ideas
and information effectively and provide a clear pathway for readers to
consult the original sources.



The Notes and Bibliography System
The notes and bibliography system, often favored in humanities and some
social sciences, employs superscript numbers within the text to indicate a
source. These numbers correspond to footnotes or endnotes, which provide the
full citation details. This system allows for detailed explanations or
tangential information to be included in the notes without disrupting the
flow of the main text, which can be advantageous when discussing complex
environmental economic models or historical context.

Each citation in a note will include the author's name, the title of the
work, and publication details, followed by the page number(s) where the
information was found. Subsequent citations of the same source will be
abbreviated. At the end of the paper, a bibliography lists all sources cited
in the notes, alphabetized by author's last name. This comprehensive list
provides a complete overview of the research materials consulted.

For example, a note might appear as:

1. Thomas Sterner, Environmental Economics: Policy Instruments and
Choices (Washington, D.C.: Resources for the Future, 2003), 45.

2. Sterner, Environmental Economics, 50.

This system is particularly useful for researchers who wish to offer
supplementary commentary or elaborate on specific points related to
environmental policy analysis or economic theory without cluttering the main
narrative.

The Author-Date System
The author-date system is more commonly found in the natural and social
sciences, including many fields within economics. In this system, the
author's last name and the year of publication are placed in parentheses
within the text, immediately following the borrowed material. This method
provides a concise way to cite sources and is often preferred for its
efficiency in papers with a high volume of citations, such as those involving
extensive literature reviews in environmental economics.

For instance, a citation might read: (Sterner 2003, 45). If the author's name
is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page number need to be
included in parentheses: Sterner (2003, 45) argues that... . This system
requires a reference list at the end of the paper, which includes all cited
sources, alphabetized by author's last name and providing full publication
details. This is crucial for environmental economics research where data
sources and empirical studies are frequently referenced.

An example of an entry in the reference list for the author-date system would
be:

Sterner, Thomas. 2003. Environmental Economics: Policy Instruments and



Choices. Washington, D.C.: Resources for the Future.

The author-date system offers a streamlined approach to citation, making it
easier for readers to quickly identify the source and year of publication,
which is often relevant for tracking the evolution of economic theories or
environmental regulations.

Citing Economic Data and Reports
Citing economic data and reports accurately is a cornerstone of robust
environmental economics research. These sources often form the empirical
basis for analyses and policy recommendations. Chicago style provides
guidelines for citing a wide range of data sources, including government
reports, institutional publications, and online databases.

When citing reports, whether from organizations like the World Bank, the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), or private research firms, it is
essential to include the authoring organization, the title of the report,
publication details (if available), and any report numbers. For online
reports, the URL and access date are also necessary. For instance, a citation
for a World Bank report might look like this in a bibliography:

World Bank. 2022. The Changing Wealth of Nations 2021: Building a
Sustainable Future. Washington, D.C.: World Bank.
https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/changing-wealth-of-nations.

Citing specific datasets, particularly those found in online repositories or
databases, requires careful attention. Include the name of the database or
data source, the specific dataset name if applicable, the data provider, and
the URL or access information. For example:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "National Emissions Inventory
(NEI) Data." Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-inventories.

When referencing statistical tables or figures derived from these sources
within your paper, ensure they are clearly labeled, numbered consecutively,
and followed by a source note that attributes the data appropriately. This
meticulous citation practice builds trust and allows other researchers to
replicate or build upon your work.

Citing Environmental Studies and Regulations
Environmental economics frequently engages with scientific studies,
environmental impact assessments, and legal or regulatory documents. Chicago
style offers specific guidance for citing these materials, ensuring clarity



and proper attribution. Scientific journal articles are cited in a standard
format, including author(s), article title, journal title, volume, issue
number, publication year, and page range. For example:

Smith, John, and Emily Green. "The Economic Impacts of Climate Change on
Coastal Ecosystems." Journal of Environmental Economics and Management
115 (2022): 102701.

When citing government regulations, laws, or official decrees, it is
important to include the official title, the issuing body, the date of
enactment or publication, and the relevant legal citation (e.g., statute
number, code volume). For instance, citing a federal regulation:

United States. Environmental Protection Agency. "National Ambient Air
Quality Standards for Ozone." 40 CFR Part 50, Subpart G. Last modified
October 26, 2023.
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-I/subchapter-C/part-50/sub
part-G.

For unpublished environmental impact statements or technical reports, provide
as much identifying information as possible, including the authoring agency,
title, date, and any accession or report numbers. If the document is
available online, include the URL and access date. Accurate citation of these
sources is vital for demonstrating the evidence base for environmental
economic arguments and policy analysis.

Formatting Tables and Figures
Effective presentation of data through tables and figures is crucial in
environmental economics. Chicago style provides guidelines to ensure these
visual elements are clear, informative, and properly integrated into the
text. Tables and figures should be numbered consecutively and given
descriptive titles. Each table and figure should have a clear title and, if
necessary, a brief explanatory note.

Tables are generally used to present precise numerical data, while figures
(charts, graphs, maps) are used to illustrate trends, relationships, or
spatial distributions. When embedding tables and figures within the
manuscript, they should be placed as close as possible to their first mention
in the text. For tables, column and row headings should be clear and concise.
For figures, axis labels and legends must be legible and informative.

Each table and figure should be followed by a source note, if the data is not
original. This note clearly attributes the origin of the information,
following the citation conventions discussed previously for economic data and
reports. For example:

Figure 1. Projected Global Carbon Emissions under Different Policy



Scenarios. Source: International Energy Agency (IEA), World Energy
Outlook 2023.

This attention to detail in formatting and sourcing tables and figures
enhances the credibility and interpretability of the research findings in
environmental economics, making complex analyses more accessible to readers
and reviewers.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid
When applying Chicago style to environmental economics papers, several common
pitfalls can detract from the quality and credibility of the work. One
frequent mistake is inconsistent application of the chosen citation system
(notes-bibliography or author-date), leading to confusion for readers and
reviewers. Ensuring every source is cited correctly and consistently is
paramount.

Another common issue is the improper formatting of citations for specialized
sources common in environmental economics, such as government reports,
datasets, and technical studies. Researchers may overlook the specific
requirements for citing these materials, leading to incomplete or inaccurate
references. This can include omitting crucial details like report numbers,
URLs, or access dates.

Furthermore, many writers struggle with the precise formatting of in-text
citations, particularly when incorporating direct quotes or paraphrasing
complex economic theories. Ensuring correct placement of parentheses, commas,
and page numbers is essential for adhering to Chicago style. Over-reliance on
block quotes without proper attribution or explanation also weakens the
paper's argument. Maintaining a balance between direct quotations and one's
own analysis, while meticulously citing all sources, is key to a strong
environmental economics paper.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago
style for environmental economics papers?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses superscript numbers in the text that
correspond to footnotes or endnotes for citations, followed by a
comprehensive bibliography. The author-date system, conversely, places the
author's last name and publication year in parentheses within the text,
followed by a reference list. The author-date system is often preferred in
empirical sciences due to its conciseness.



Q: How should I cite a dataset from an environmental
agency in Chicago style?
A: You should cite the name of the database or data source, the specific
dataset name if applicable, the data provider (e.g., U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency), and the URL or access information, along with the access
date.

Q: Is it acceptable to use a mix of Chicago style
and a specific journal's formatting guidelines for
environmental economics papers?
A: Always prioritize the specific formatting and citation guidelines provided
by the journal or institution to which you are submitting your paper. While
Chicago style is a widely respected guide, journals often have their own
adaptations or preferences that must be followed.

Q: What are the key elements to include when citing
an environmental regulation in Chicago style?
A: When citing an environmental regulation, include the official title of the
regulation, the issuing body, the date of enactment or publication, and the
relevant legal citation (e.g., code number). If available online, include the
URL and access date.

Q: How do I format a block quotation in an
environmental economics paper using Chicago style?
A: Block quotations, typically longer than four or five typed lines, should
be set off from the main text by indenting the entire quotation ten spaces
(or 0.5 inches) from the left margin. The quotation marks are omitted, and
the citation follows the final punctuation mark.

Q: What is the recommended font and spacing for
environmental economics papers in Chicago style?
A: Chicago style generally recommends a readable font such as Times New Roman
or Arial in 12-point size, with double-spacing for the entire manuscript,
including block quotations and notes. Margins should typically be one inch on
all sides.

Q: How do I cite an online report from an



international organization like the IPCC in Chicago
style?
A: Cite the authoring organization (e.g., Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change), the title of the report, publication details (if any), and the URL
with the access date. For example: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability. Contribution of
Working Group II to the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/.

Q: Can I use footnotes for explanations that are not
direct citations in an environmental economics
paper?
A: Yes, the notes-bibliography system in Chicago style allows for the use of
footnotes or endnotes for supplementary explanations, clarifications, or
tangential information that does not fit smoothly into the main text but is
relevant to the discussion.
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