
chicago style for endnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected authority on style and citation, particularly

in academic and scholarly writing. When it comes to citing sources at the end of a document, the

Chicago style for endnotes offers a robust and detailed system that ensures readers can easily locate

and verify the information used by an author. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies

of implementing Chicago style for endnotes, covering everything from basic formatting principles to

specific examples for various source types. We will explore the core components of an endnote, the

differences between notes and bibliographies, and the nuanced rules for citing common materials like

books, articles, and web pages. Understanding and correctly applying the Chicago style for endnotes

is crucial for maintaining academic integrity and presenting research in a clear, organized manner.
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Understanding Chicago Style Endnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides two primary citation systems: the Notes and

Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. The Notes and Bibliography system, which utilizes



endnotes or footnotes, is particularly prevalent in the humanities, including literature, history, and the

arts. This system allows for more flexibility in providing commentary or extensive explanations within

the notes themselves, alongside source citations. It is characterized by numbered notes that

correspond to superscript numbers within the text, directing the reader to the detailed citation

information at the end of the document or on a specific page.

The fundamental principle behind Chicago style for endnotes is to provide clear, unambiguous

attribution for all borrowed material. This includes direct quotations, paraphrased ideas, summaries of

others' arguments, and even specific data or images. Proper citation not only prevents plagiarism but

also lends credibility to the author's work by demonstrating thorough research and allowing readers to

explore the original sources. The endnote system, in particular, keeps the main body of the text

uncluttered by lengthy citations, moving that detail to a dedicated section.

The Purpose and Function of Endnotes

Endnotes serve a dual purpose: citation and commentary. Primarily, they act as a locator, guiding the

reader to the exact source of information presented in the text. Each endnote is linked to a

corresponding superscript number in the manuscript, allowing readers to quickly find the detailed

bibliographic information for a particular point. This is essential for academic rigor, enabling verification

and further research by interested parties.

Beyond simple citation, endnotes also offer a space for supplementary information that might disrupt

the flow of the main text. This can include tangential discussions, definitions, acknowledgments, or

translations that are not critical to the primary argument but add valuable context or depth. This

capacity for elaboration is a significant advantage of the endnote system, making it a preferred choice

for works that require extensive background or interpretive notes.



Key Components of a Chicago Style Endnote

A typical Chicago style endnote includes several key pieces of information, presented in a specific

order and format. The initial number, corresponding to the superscript in the text, is followed by the

author's name, typically in first name, last name order. Then comes the title of the work, italicized if it's

a standalone publication like a book, or in quotation marks if it's part of a larger work, such as an

article within a journal. Following the title are publication details, which vary depending on the source

type but generally include the place of publication, publisher, and year.

Crucially, endnotes also specify the exact location of the information cited. For books, this is usually a

page number (e.g., p. 45) or a range of page numbers (e.g., pp. 45–47). For articles or web pages, it

might be a specific paragraph number or a URL. The format for each element adheres to strict

conventions regarding punctuation (commas, periods) and capitalization, ensuring consistency and

clarity. The first time a source is cited in the endnotes, the full bibliographic information is provided.

Subsequent citations of the same source are typically shortened.

Endnotes vs. Bibliography: When to Use Which

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation approaches: the Notes and Bibliography

system and the Author-Date system. Within the Notes and Bibliography system, endnotes are a

component, but they are distinct from the bibliography. Endnotes are used within the body of the text

to cite sources and can include commentary, as previously discussed. They are numbered sequentially

and appear at the end of the document.

A bibliography, on the other hand, is a separate list that appears at the very end of the work. It

includes all the sources cited in the endnotes, but also potentially other sources consulted that were

not directly cited but informed the research. The primary difference lies in their purpose and content:

endnotes provide specific attributions for points made in the text and can offer additional commentary,

while the bibliography offers a comprehensive list of all relevant works related to the topic.



Basic Formatting for Chicago Style Endnotes

Formatting Chicago style endnotes correctly is paramount for their effectiveness. Each endnote begins

with a superscript Arabic numeral that corresponds to a similarly numbered marker in the text. This

number is placed at the end of the sentence or clause where the citation is needed, usually after the

punctuation. The endnote itself, found in the endnote section, starts with the same numeral, followed

by a period, and then the citation information. The first line of each endnote is indented, and

subsequent lines are flush with the margin.

Punctuation within the endnote is critical. For instance, book titles are italicized, while article titles are

placed in quotation marks. The author's name is usually presented in first name, last name order in

endnotes (unlike the bibliography, where it's typically last name, first name). Commas separate

different elements of the citation, and a period generally concludes the entire endnote. Adhering to

these formatting rules ensures that the endnotes are easily readable and conform to scholarly

standards.

First-Time Citations

When a source is cited for the first time in your endnotes, you must provide full bibliographic details.

This ensures that readers have all the necessary information to locate the original source. The specific

elements required will depend on the type of source material. For a book, a full citation typically

includes the author's full name, the title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher,

and the year of publication, followed by the specific page number(s) being cited.

For example, a first-time citation for a book might look like this: 1. Jane Doe, The History of Citation

Styles (Chicago: University Press, 2020), 75. The period at the end signifies the conclusion of the

endnote. If multiple sources are used within a single sentence or passage, each requires its own

superscript number and corresponding endnote.



Subsequent Citations

After a source has been cited in full for the first time, subsequent references to the same work are

abbreviated. This streamlines the endnote section and avoids repetition. The standard format for

subsequent citations includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if the title is

long), and the specific page number(s). The title in subsequent citations is usually italicized, consistent

with the full citation.

For instance, if the book The History of Citation Styles by Jane Doe was cited in full previously, a

subsequent citation would appear as: 2. Doe, History of Citation Styles, 112. This shortened format

allows for quick identification of the source without overwhelming the reader with redundant

information. If you are citing a different page from the same work, you simply change the page

number.

Citing Books in Chicago Style Endnotes

Citing books in Chicago style endnotes requires attention to detail regarding author, title, publication

information, and specific page references. As mentioned, the first citation of a book will include the

author’s full name, the italicized title, the place of publication, the publisher, and the year, followed by

the page number. For example: 1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four

Meals (New York: Penguin Press, 2006), 67.

Subsequent citations will use an abbreviated form. If the author has multiple books cited, including the

title is essential to distinguish between them. If the author has only one book cited, and its title is

relatively short, the title might sometimes be omitted in subsequent citations if clarity is maintained.

However, it is generally safer to include at least a shortened title.



Books with One Author

For a book with a single author, the format is straightforward. The author's name is presented as First

Name Last Name in the initial citation. For example: 2. Eric Foner, Reconstruction: America's

Unfinished Revolution, 1863–1877 (New York: Harper & Row, 1988), 102. Subsequent citations would

then be: 3. Foner, Reconstruction, 155.

It's important to note that if you are citing multiple works by the same author, the title becomes even

more critical in the abbreviated citation. The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidelines for

when a shortened title is appropriate or required.

Books with Multiple Authors

When a book has two or three authors, all authors' names are included in the first citation. The first

author is listed as First Name Last Name, and subsequent authors are listed as First Name Last Name

as well. For example: 4. John Smith and Emily Jones, The Art of Writing (London: Penguin Books,

2018), 33. If there are more than three authors, only the first author's name is listed, followed by “et

al.” (an abbreviation for et alia, meaning “and others”).

Subsequent citations for books with multiple authors follow the same abbreviation rules as single-

author books, using the last name of the first author. For a book with more than three authors, the

abbreviation would remain: 5. Smith et al., The Art of Writing, 88.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style Endnotes

Journal articles are a common source in academic writing, and Chicago style provides specific

guidelines for their citation in endnotes. The primary distinction from book citations is the inclusion of



the journal title and volume and issue numbers, along with the article title and page range. The article

title is typically enclosed in quotation marks.

A first-time citation of a journal article usually includes the author's full name, the article title in

quotation marks, the journal title italicized, the volume number, the issue number (often preceded by

"no."), the year of publication, and the specific page number(s) being cited. For example: 6. Sarah Lee,

"The Evolution of Digital Literacy," Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (2022): 180.

Articles with One Author

For journal articles with a single author, the format is as described above. The author's full name

appears first, followed by the article title. For example: 7. David Chen, "Sustainable Urban Planning,"

Environmental Policy Review 30, no. 4 (2021): 45. Subsequent citations would be abbreviated, for

instance: 8. Chen, "Sustainable Urban Planning," 52.

If the journal uses continuous pagination throughout a volume, the issue number might be omitted after

the first citation if it is understood by the context of the volume. However, including it is generally

recommended for clarity.

Articles with Multiple Authors

Similar to books, articles with two or three authors list all names in the first citation. For articles with

more than three authors, only the first author’s name is given, followed by “et al.” in both the full and

subsequent citations. The format is otherwise identical to single-author articles. For instance, a first

citation for an article with two authors might be: 9. Maria Garcia and Ben Carter, "The Impact of

Technology on Education," Educational Technology Quarterly 55, no. 1 (2020): 90. Subsequent

citations would use the last name of the first author: 10. Garcia and Carter, "Impact of Technology,"

95.



Citing Web Pages and Online Sources in Chicago Style

Endnotes

The digital age has made citing online sources essential, and Chicago style provides clear guidelines

for web pages, online articles, and other digital materials. The key challenge with online sources is that

they can be ephemeral and may lack some of the traditional bibliographic information found in print.

Therefore, Chicago style emphasizes including as much identifying information as possible, including

the author (if available), the title of the page or article, the name of the website, and most importantly,

a URL and a date of access.

For a web page, a first-time citation might include the author’s name (if provided), the title of the

specific page, the name of the website, the publication date (if available), and the URL. For example:

11. “Climate Change Facts,” NASA Global Climate Change, last modified October 26, 2023,

https://climate.nasa.gov/facts/. It is also crucial to include the date you accessed the page, as web

content can change. If an author is not listed, begin with the title of the page.

Web Pages with Authors

When a web page lists an author, their name is included in the citation. The format follows the general

principles of Chicago style. Author’s full name, title of the page in quotation marks, name of the

website (often italicized), publication date or last updated date, and the URL. Example: 12. Jane Smith,

“The Benefits of Exercise,” Healthline, updated December 15, 2023,

https://www.healthline.com/benefits-of-exercise. The inclusion of the most recent update date is

valuable for web content.

Subsequent citations of the same web page are abbreviated similarly to print sources, using the

author’s last name and a shortened title. If the same website is cited multiple times, the website name

can be assumed after the first full citation if clarity is not compromised.



Web Pages Without Authors

If a web page does not have a clearly identified author, the citation begins with the title of the page.

Following the title, you would include the name of the website, the publication or update date (if

available), and the URL. Example: 13. “The History of the Internet,” Internet Society, last modified

September 1, 2022, https://www.internetsociety.org/internet/history-internet/. When the author is not

present, the title of the page serves as the primary identifier for the citation.

Subsequent citations for web pages without authors would use a shortened version of the title. If the

website name is also quite distinctive, it can be included for further clarity in the abbreviated citation.

For instance, a subsequent citation might be: 14. “History of the Internet,” Internet Society. It is good

practice to include the URL even in subsequent citations if the page is particularly critical or if there's

any ambiguity.

Advanced Chicago Style Endnote Considerations

Beyond the basic types of sources, Chicago style for endnotes offers guidance on citing more complex

materials. This includes works with editors, translated works, corporate authors, and even unpublished

materials. Understanding these nuances ensures a comprehensive and accurate citation record for all

your research.

When citing a work with an editor, the editor's name replaces the author's name in the citation. For

translated works, both the original author and the translator are typically credited. Corporate authors,

such as organizations or government agencies, are cited by their name. Unpublished materials, like

dissertations or manuscripts, require specific formatting that includes information about their archival

location.



Works with Editors

When citing an edited collection of essays or a similar work where an editor is credited more

prominently than individual chapter authors, the editor’s name appears in the endnote. The format is

similar to a single-author book, but the editor is identified as such. For a first-time citation: 15. David L.

Norton, ed., The Cambridge History of Literary Criticism, vol. 8, The Twentieth Century (Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 2001), 55. Note the use of "ed." after the editor's name.

Subsequent citations would be abbreviated using the editor's last name and a shortened title, following

the same principles as other subsequent citations.

Translated Works

Citing translated works requires acknowledging both the original author and the translator. In the

endnote, you typically list the original author first, followed by the title of the work, and then information

about the translation. For example: 16. Italo Calvino, Invisible Cities, trans. William Weaver (New York:

Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1974), 112. The abbreviation "trans." indicates the translator.

If the translator is considered the primary figure or the work is known primarily through its translation,

some variations in emphasis might occur, but the core information about both the original author and

translator should be present.

Corporate Authors

When a work is authored by an organization, institution, or government agency, that entity is treated as

the author. The name of the corporate author is listed first in the endnote. For example: 17. World

Health Organization, Global Status Report on Road Safety 2023 (Geneva: WHO Press, 2023), 34.



Subsequent citations would use the full name of the organization or a recognizable abbreviation if it

has been clearly established.

It is crucial to use the full, official name of the corporate author unless an abbreviation is standard and

unambiguous. Consistency in naming the corporate author throughout the document is important.

Common Chicago Style Endnote Mistakes to Avoid

Even experienced writers can make mistakes when implementing Chicago style for endnotes. Some

common pitfalls include inconsistencies in formatting, incorrect punctuation, or the omission of

essential information. One frequent error is confusing the order of elements in the endnote, such as

placing the publication year before the publisher. Another is inconsistent use of italics for book titles

and quotation marks for article titles.

A significant area of concern is the proper handling of subsequent citations. Failing to abbreviate

correctly or, conversely, abbreviating too much and causing confusion, can detract from the clarity of

the endnotes. Ensuring that each endnote corresponds precisely to its superscript number in the text is

also vital. Proofreading carefully against the Chicago Manual of Style is the best defense against these

errors.

Inconsistent Formatting

Inconsistency in formatting is a major red flag in academic writing. This can manifest in variations in

the use of italics, quotation marks, capitalization, and punctuation. For example, if one book title is

italicized and another is not, or if punctuation is applied differently between endnotes, it signals a lack

of attention to detail. Each endnote, regardless of the source type, should adhere to the established

conventions of Chicago style.



This also extends to the numbering of endnotes. Ensure that numbers are sequential and that every

superscript number in the text has a corresponding endnote, and vice versa. Inconsistent indentation

or spacing within the endnote section itself can also be problematic.

Incorrect Punctuation and Capitalization

The specific punctuation and capitalization rules in Chicago style are strict. For instance, commas are

used to separate distinct pieces of information, and periods typically end the citation. Book titles are

capitalized using title case and italicized, while article titles are also capitalized using title case but

enclosed in quotation marks. Forgetting a comma after the author's name or placing a period

incorrectly can alter the meaning or readability of the citation.

Capitalization of titles follows specific rules outlined in the CMOS. Proper nouns, the first and last

words of titles, and all words in between except for articles, prepositions, and conjunctions (unless they

are the first or last word) are capitalized. Deviating from these rules can lead to misinterpretation.

Errors in Subsequent Citations

As mentioned, subsequent citations are meant to be abbreviated for conciseness. Common errors

include providing the full citation again when it's not the first mention, or failing to include enough

information to distinguish the source. Conversely, abbreviating too aggressively, such as omitting the

title when citing multiple works by the same author, can lead to reader confusion.

The standard abbreviation format involves the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page

number. Ensure that the shortened title is recognizable and that the page number is accurate. If a

source is cited immediately after its full citation, a “Ibid.” (meaning “in the same place”) followed by

the page number can be used, but this is less common in modern scholarship and can sometimes be

more confusing than helpful. It’s generally recommended to use the author-date abbreviation format



consistently.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between endnotes and footnotes in

Chicago style?

A: The primary difference between endnotes and footnotes in Chicago style is their placement.

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the same page where the reference is made in the text, while

endnotes are compiled at the end of the document, chapter, or book. Both serve the same citation

purpose, but endnotes keep the main text cleaner, especially for works with many citations.

Q: Do I need to include the URL for every online source in Chicago

style endnotes?

A: Yes, for online sources, it is crucial to include the URL in Chicago style endnotes. This is because

online content can be fluid and easily changed or removed. The URL acts as a direct link to the

specific content being cited, allowing readers to access it. Additionally, including the date of access is

recommended for online sources.

Q: How do I cite a website that has no clear author listed?

A: When a website has no clear author listed, you begin the Chicago style endnote with the title of the

specific page or article. Following the title, you would then provide the name of the website (often

italicized), the publication or last updated date if available, and the URL. The date of access should

also be included.



Q: What is the rule for citing more than three authors in Chicago style

endnotes?

A: For journal articles or books with more than three authors in Chicago style endnotes, you list only

the first author’s name followed by “et al.” (an abbreviation for et alia, meaning “and others”). This

applies to both the first-time citation and subsequent abbreviated citations.

Q: How do I format a subsequent citation for a book if I have already

cited it in full?

A: For a subsequent citation of a book that has already been cited in full, you use an abbreviated

format. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the book's title (italicized),

and the specific page number(s) being referenced. For example: Doe, History of Citation Styles, 112.

Q: Is it acceptable to use "Ibid." in Chicago style endnotes?

A: While "Ibid." (meaning "in the same place") is a valid abbreviation in Chicago style for referring to

the immediately preceding endnote, its use is becoming less common, particularly in dissertations and

books. Many scholars and institutions now prefer the more explicit author-date abbreviation format for

subsequent citations, as it can be clearer and less prone to misinterpretation if the preceding notes are

complex. However, if used, it must be applied strictly according to the rules in the Chicago Manual of

Style.

Q: How do I cite a chapter from an edited book in Chicago style

endnotes?

A: To cite a chapter from an edited book in Chicago style endnotes, you first cite the author of the

chapter, followed by the chapter title in quotation marks. Then, you include "in," followed by the editor's

name (preceded by "ed." or "eds."), the title of the book (italicized), the page range for the chapter,



and the publication information for the book. For example: John Smith, "The Art of the Chapter," in The

Art of Writing, ed. Emily Jones (London: Penguin Books, 2018), 33–50.
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