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A Comprehensive Chicago Style for Endnotes Quick Guide

chicago style for endnotes quick guide is essential for academics, researchers, and writers who
need to accurately cite their sources using one of the most widely adopted citation methods.
Understanding the nuances of Chicago style endnotes ensures scholarly integrity, avoids plagiarism,
and provides readers with a clear path to the original information. This comprehensive guide will
break down the fundamental principles of creating Chicago style endnotes, from basic citation
elements to specific formatting requirements for various source types. We will cover the essential
components of an endnote, explore the differences between notes and bibliographies, and provide
detailed instructions for citing common sources like books, journal articles, and websites. Mastering
Chicago style endnotes will enhance the credibility and clarity of your written work.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style Endnotes

Chicago style, also known as the Turabian style for student papers, offers two distinct citation
systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. This guide focuses exclusively
on the notes-bibliography system, which utilizes numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations,
with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the work. The primary purpose of endnotes is to
attribute ideas, quotes, and information to their original sources, allowing readers to verify the
accuracy of your research and explore further readings.

In the notes-bibliography system, every time a source is cited within the text, a superscript number is
placed after the relevant passage. This number corresponds to an entry in the endnotes section,
which appears at the end of the main body of the text, preceding the bibliography. Each endnote
provides the full citation details for the source, unlike the brief in-text citation. This system is favored
in fields like literature, history, and the arts due to its flexibility and ability to accommodate extensive
commentary or tangential information within the notes themselves.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Endnote



A well-formed Chicago style endnote comprises several crucial components, which vary slightly
depending on the source type but generally follow a consistent pattern. These elements work
together to provide a complete and unambiguous identification of the source. Understanding these
core components is the first step to mastering Chicago style endnotes.

Author's Name

The author's name is always listed first in an endnote. For books and articles, the author's first name
comes first, followed by their last name. If there are multiple authors, the convention changes slightly,
particularly for the first author listed.

Title of the Source

The title of the work being cited is crucial. For books, the title is italicized. For articles or chapters
within a larger work, the title is placed in quotation marks. The subtitle, if present, follows the main
title, usually separated by a colon.

Publication Information

This includes the city of publication, the publisher's name, and the year of publication for books. For
articles, it will include the journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, and the publication
date. Website citations will include the website name and URL.

Page Numbers

When directly quoting or referencing specific information, the page number(s) from the original
source must be included in the endnote. This allows readers to locate the exact passage being cited.
For online sources without pagination, specific access dates or paragraph numbers might be used.

The Difference Between Notes and Bibliography

While both endnotes and bibliographies serve to acknowledge sources, they differ significantly in their
purpose, content, and placement within a scholarly work. Understanding this distinction is
fundamental to correctly implementing the Chicago style notes-bibliography system.

Endnotes: Detailed In-Text Attribution

Endnotes are essentially expanded in-text citations. They provide the full bibliographic details for
each source cited in the main text, appearing in numerical order at the end of the document. Their
primary function is to give credit to original authors, facilitate verification of information, and
sometimes offer additional commentary or tangential information related to the main text. Each note
corresponds to a superscript number in the body of the work.



Bibliography: Comprehensive Source Overview

A bibliography, on the other hand, is a comprehensive list of all sources consulted and cited in a work,
presented alphabetically by author's last name at the very end of the document, after the endnotes.
Unlike endnotes, which are keyed to specific points in the text, the bibliography offers a broader
overview of the research undertaken. It is typically arranged alphabetically, making it easier for
readers to find specific sources of interest without needing to refer back to the main text.

Formatting Your Endnotes in Chicago Style

Proper formatting is key to ensuring your endnotes are clear, consistent, and adhere to Chicago style
guidelines. This includes the placement of numbers, punctuation, and the order of information.
Adhering to these rules enhances the professional appearance of your work.

Superscript Numbers

Endnote numbers are typically superscripted and placed directly after the punctuation mark of the
clause or sentence they relate to. For example: "This is a significant finding.'" If the citation relates to
a specific word or phrase, the number can be placed directly after it, without regard to punctuation.
However, placing it after the punctuation is the more common and generally preferred method.

Punctuation and Spacing

Each element within an endnote is separated by specific punctuation. Commas are used between the
author's name and the title, and between the title and the publication information. Periods typically
end the entire note. Spacing within the note is also important; for instance, there is a single space
after a comma.

First vs. Subsequent Citations

A crucial formatting distinction in Chicago style endnotes is the difference between the first time a
source is cited and any subsequent citations of the same source. The first note provides the full
bibliographic details, while subsequent notes use a shortened format, typically including the author's
last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page number.

Citing Books in Chicago Style Endnotes

Books are a common source type, and Chicago style provides specific guidelines for their citation in
endnotes. Accuracy in these details is paramount for scholarly credibility.



First Citation of a Book

The first time a book is cited in an endnote, it requires a comprehensive citation. The general format
is:

e Endnote number. Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher,
Year), page number(s).

For example:

1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison (New York: Vintage Books, 1995),
17.

Subsequent Citations of a Book

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same book use a shortened format. This
helps to avoid redundancy and keeps the endnotes concise.

e Endnote number. Author Last Name, Shortened Title of Book, page number(s).

For example:

1. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 45.

If the author has multiple works cited, you may need to include a shortened version of the title for
clarity. If there are two authors, list both names in the first note. For three or more authors, list only
the first author's name followed by "et al." in the first note.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style Endnotes

Journal articles are frequently used in academic research, and Chicago style offers precise formatting
for citing them within endnotes.

First Citation of a Journal Article

The first citation of a journal article in an endnote should include all necessary details to locate the
article precisely.

e Endnote number. Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no.
Issue (Publication Date): page number(s).



For example:

1. Sarah E. Churchwell, "The Myth of the American Dream," The Guardian, October 14, 2017,
accessed May 15, 2023,
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/oct/14/myth-american-dream-trump-country

Note that for online articles where a print page number is unavailable, the article's URL and access
date are crucial. If a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is available, it is preferred over the URL.

Subsequent Citations of a Journal Article

Similar to books, subsequent citations of a journal article are shortened for conciseness.

e Endnote number. Author Last Name, "Shortened Title of Article," page number(s).

For example:

1. Churchwell, "Myth of the American Dream," 5.

Citing Websites in Chicago Style Endnotes

Citing online resources requires attention to detail, as website structures can vary. The key is to
provide enough information for the reader to find the content.

General Website Citation

When citing a webpage, include as much information as is available and relevant.

e Endnote number. Author First Name Last Name (if available), "Title of Specific Page or Article,"
Title of Website, publication or last modified date (if available), accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

For example:

1. National Aeronautics and Space Administration, "Mars Exploration Program," last modified
March 10, 2023, accessed May 15, 2023, https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/.

If no author is listed, begin with the title of the specific page. If no publication or modification date is
available, use the access date. It is always best practice to include an access date for online sources,
as content can change.



Subsequent Citations of a Website

Subsequent citations for websites can also be shortened, typically by using the author's last name (if
applicable) and the title of the specific page or article.

e Endnote number. Author Last Name, "Shortened Title of Page."

Citing Other Source Types

Chicago style endnotes can accommodate a wide array of source materials beyond books and
articles. Each type has specific formatting requirements to ensure clarity and completeness.

Citing Edited Volumes

When citing a chapter or essay within an edited volume, you cite the specific author of the chapter,
followed by the title of the chapter, then the editor(s) and the title of the book.

e Endnote number. Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Chapter," in Title of Edited Book, ed.
Editor First Name Last Name (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number(s).

Citing Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses are cited similarly to books, but with specific identifiers.

e Endnote number. Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Dissertation" (PhD diss., University
Name, Year), page number(s).

Citing Interviews

For interviews, provide the interviewee's name, the fact that it was an interview, the date it was
conducted, and where it can be found or accessed.

e Endnote number. Interviewee First Name Last Name, interviewed by Interviewer First Name
Last Name, Month Day, Year (if applicable), location (e.g., personal collection, institution).



When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes

While this guide focuses on endnotes, it's important to understand the relationship between footnotes
and endnotes within the Chicago style notes-bibliography system. The choice between them often
depends on the author's preference, the publisher's guidelines, or the specific requirements of a
particular field of study.

Footnotes: In-Text Placement

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page on which the citation is made. They offer the advantage
of allowing readers to see the citation without having to turn to the end of the document, which can
be particularly useful for texts with frequent citations or those intended for quick reference. Footnotes
can also be used for brief parenthetical remarks or authorial asides.

Endnotes: Centralized Location

Endnotes, as discussed throughout this guide, are collected at the end of the main text. This approach
keeps the body of the text cleaner and less visually cluttered, which some authors and readers prefer.
Endnotes are also sometimes favored for longer works or when there is a significant amount of
supplementary material that might otherwise disrupt the flow of the main narrative.

Common Errors to Avoid in Chicago Style Endnotes

Even with a guide, it's easy to make mistakes when creating Chicago style endnotes. Being aware of
common pitfalls can help you produce more accurate and polished citations.

Inconsistent Formatting

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistent formatting across notes. This includes variations in
punctuation, the order of elements, or the use of italics versus quotation marks. Ensuring each note
follows the established Chicago style rules precisely is crucial.

Incorrect Page Numbering

Failure to include specific page numbers when referencing direct quotes or specific ideas is a common
oversight. Conversely, including page numbers when not strictly necessary can also be an error.
Always ensure page numbers are present for direct citations.

Omitting Essential Information

Another common mistake is leaving out key bibliographic details, such as the publisher, year of



publication, or the journal title. Every element is important for accurate source identification. For
online sources, forgetting the URL or access date can render the citation useless.

Misusing Shortened Notes

Using the shortened note format for the first citation of a source, or failing to switch to the shortened
format for subsequent citations, disrupts the expected pattern of Chicago style endnotes. Remember
the distinction between the first and subsequent mentions.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the fundamental difference between a footnote
and an endnote in Chicago style?

A: The fundamental difference lies in their placement. Footnotes are located at the bottom of the
page where the citation appears in the text, while endnotes are compiled in a separate section at the
end of the document, before the bibliography. Both serve the same purpose of citing sources.

Q: Do | need to include the author's full name in subsequent
endnotes?

A: No, for subsequent endnotes citing the same source, you typically use a shortened format which
includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page number. The full name
is reserved for the first citation.

Q: How do | cite a website in Chicago style endnotes if there is
no author listed?

A: If no author is listed for a website, you begin the citation with the title of the specific page or
article. Then, you include the title of the website, the publication or last modified date if available, the
access date, and the URL.

Q: Should | italicize the title of a journal article in my
endnotes?

A: No, the titles of journal articles are placed in quotation marks in Chicago style endnotes. The title of
the journal itself, however, is italicized.

Q: What is the correct punctuation for separating elements
within a Chicago style endnote?

A: Generally, commas are used to separate elements like the author's name from the title, and the
title from the publication information. Periods are used to mark the end of the entire note. Specific
punctuation can vary slightly based on the source type.



Q: Do | need to include an access date for print sources in
Chicago style endnotes?

A: No, access dates are primarily required for online or digital sources where content can change. For
print sources like books and journal articles, the publication date is sufficient.

Q: How do | cite two authors in a Chicago style endnote?

A: For the first citation of a book or article with two authors, list both authors' names, with the first
author's name in first name-last name order and the second author's name in last name-first name
order. For example: Author One First Name Last Name and Author Two Last Name, "Article Title."

Q: What if a source has no publication date listed?

A: If a source has no publication date, you can use "n.d." (for no date) in place of the publication year
in the citation. This is commonly seen with older or less formally published online materials.
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